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The Bikanir Camel Corps
Britains Set #123
By Joe Wallis

Bikanir, a name evocative of distant empires, was a
princely state located 200 miles northwest of Jaipur
in the state of Rajasthan in India. It is situated along
the present border between Pakistan and India, with
a primarily desert climate, which explains Bikanir’s
traditional use of camels for their military. During the
First Afghan War in 1842 the ruler of Bikanir provided
supplies and baggage camels to the British at a large
profit. He also supported the British during the Sepoy
Rebellion of 1857.

In 1889, the British approved the Maharajah’s request
to form a military force composed of light infantry
and a Camel Corps. The Bikanir Camel Corps was
sent in September 1900 to China as part of the 4th
British Brigade. They served dismounted as infantry
in the international army assembled to put down
the Boxer Rebellion, returning to India in 1901.
Shortly thereafter, the Bikanir Camel Corps went to
Somaliland along the coast of Africa east of Ethiopia
to combat Mohammed Abdullah Hassan, called the
“Mad Mullah” by the British, who was leading raids
with as many as 10,000 Dervishes into British territory
as part of a Muslim jihad.

Given the desert nature of Somaliland, the Camel
Corps’ skills and service were highly appropriate.
Only one British Army battalion fought in Somaliland
and most of the troops were Indian or from the King’s
African Rifles. From November 1902 to July 1904,
the Bikanir Camel Corps participated in the battles
of Daratoleh on April 22, 1903 (where 150 casualties
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were inflicted on a force of 800 Somalis) and Jidbali
on January 10, 1904 (where 1,000 Somalis of the
6,000 that attacked the British square were killed).

However, things did not always go smoothly for the
British. At Gumburru on April 15, 1903 about 8,000
Somalis overran a square composed of 175 men
of the 2nd Battalion of the King’s African Rifles and
50 men from the 2nd Sikh Infantry, and wiped out
180 of the British troops. The victory of the Somali
tribesmen came at a heavy cost--inflicted by two
Maxim machine guns manned by British officers and
the Martini-Henry rifles of the native troops fighting
for the British. During this Third Expedition campaign
in the south-central part of British Somaliland, the
Bikanir Camel Corps with their stronger Indian camels
proved to be very useful in the marches and patrols
across vast reaches of desert terrain in search of an
elusive enemy.

In February 1915, the Bikanir Camel Corps served
in the British army that defeated a Turkish attack on
the Suez Canal. In one clash in the Sinai Desert, the
Bikanir routed a Turkish force by making a headlong
charge on their camels. In 1917 they participated in
Allenby’s conquest of Palestine and Syria, and then
from March to May, 1918 the Bikanir Camel Corps
served in Baluchistan (now in Southern Pakistan)
against the Marri tribesmen along the Northwest
Frontier. During World War I, the Bikanir Camel Corps
was part of the garrison of Aden in the southwest
corner of the Arabian Peninsula from August 1940



The Bikanir Camel Corps (Cont.)

FADIAS Bikanir

Camol Corps

Set 40185 Bikanir Camel Corps

to December 1942. The regiment was disbanded
by 1951 after an independent India formed its Army
without the Imperial Service Troops that had been
raised and commanded by the now anachronistic and
retired Maharajahs.

So Britains may have been motivated to produce
Set 123 Bikanir Camel Corps in 1901 by the unit’s
service in the Boxer Rebellion. Another possible
inspiration is Simkin Print #165, published in the Army
and Navy Gazette in 1901, which depicted Imperial
Service Troops (including the Bikanir Camel Corps)
from the princely states of Bikanir, Gwalior, Patiala,
and Hyderabad. The Simkin print may have made
Britains realize that they could easily modify the
Egyptian Camel Corps of Set 48 by just changing the
head so that a turban instead of a fez was worn. The
fixed-arm Bikanir wore khaki tunics, brown breeches,
a red turban with a yellow portion with red vertical
stripes on the right side, red facings, and black boots.
(A variation sometimes seen in the 1930s wore an
entirely yellow turban with red vertical stripes.) They
held carbines and had bandoliers across the body
just like the Egyptians.

There were only two changes between the first and
second versions of Set 123. The man was detachable
from the camel in the first version, but was soldered to
the camel from 1920-1941. At the same time, Instead
of the wire tail featured by the early camel used from
1901-1919, the mold of the camel was altered so that
the tail was part of the casting along the camel’s leg
instead of having to be soldered on. Oddly the Firm

saved time and effort by redoing the mold for the
camel to avoid soldering the tail, but at the same time
began to solder on theriders, perhaps due to customer
complaints about the difficulty of keeping the Camel
Corps seated onto the camel. (See accompanying
photograph of two camels from the side showing the
difference in the tails, with the first version being on
the right.) Britains was shrewd enough to issue the
Bikanir Camel Corps as a three-piece set costing one
shilling rather than the more costly six-piece Egyptian
Camel Corps of Set 48. As evidenced by a Gimbels
Department Store price sticker on the box in my own
collection, Set 123 later sold for 98 cents in the 1930s.

The Bikanir never appeared in any display set—
Britains may have missed an opportunity by not
assembling a display box of the Indian Army larger
than the 15 piece cavalry sets 60 and 61, as it would
probably have sold well if Bengal Lancers, Madras
Pioneers, Gurkhas, and the Bikanir Camel Corps had
been offered in one large box. However, Britains did
produce Set 40185 in its Delhi Durbar Series from
2001-2003. They were considerably more “chunky” in
appearance than the prewar Set 123, but the contents
and uniforms were the same.

Relatively minor changes were made in the design of
the basic mold, and no alterations were made to the
box label over the forty-year production period of Set
#123. Its discontinuation after 1941 was due to the
end of the British Raj and was not a reflection on the
high quality of the model sold by Britains Limited from
1901 to 1941.
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Lynn Kenwood
18th of June 1941 - 2nd of October 2013

A number of online only auctions will
be held by OIld Toy Soldier Auctions
during 2014. Including a one day auction
containing new Britains and a number of
other days exclusive for Old Toy Soldier.
More details in Feburary issue.

Lynn (left) being presented with an award by Ray Wooton of Britains S | | | | : ESS

After a short, determined but unavailing struggle EXGeptionaI one owner
against cancer, Lynn Kenwood died at the Royal . .
Berkshire hospital in the UK on October 2, 2013. CO”GCth” tO be aUCtlaned by

An avid and dedicated toy soldier collector for many OId TOy SOId'er AUCthﬂS USA

years, Lynn will be remembered for his enthusiastic June 2014
support of the toy soldier hobby.

See Auction Preview in this issue.

Lynn was owner of MKL Models and proprietor of
the Guards Toy Soldier Centre in Birdcage Walk
Central London. Lynn also attended all of the major
toy soldier shows in the United Kingdom, being a

founder attendee at the British Toy Soldier and Figure
Show in 1991. Lynn also acted as organizer of the
William Britains Collectors Club for many years. A

frequent visitor to the Chicago Toy Soldier Show,
Lynn will be missed not only by his UK friends, but
by all who knew him in the USA.

Lynn is survived by his wife of more than 50 years,
Tricia, and his two daughters Karen and Caroline. It
was Lynn’s dying wish that his family continue in the
Toy Soldier business.

A funeral service was held on Thursday the 17th I—IAPP\‘ J
of October 2013 in the chapel at the Royal Military

Academy, Sandhurst and was officiated by Padre

Paul Wright MACF. I—I O LID AYS !

Above photo courtesy of Philip Dean.




Made In Argentina
By Norman Joplin

Britains and Mambru Lancer Officers

This article and the cover shot of this issue is a prelude
to a continuing series of articles which will outline the
manufacturers of toy soldiers and figures in Argentina.

Until the emergence of e-bay and the worldwide
communication that it provided, very little was known
about the manufacture of Argentinian toy soldiers.
Several Argentine collectors and dealers offered
toy soldiers via e-bay, which brought to the fore the
large variety of figures made in that country together
with the names of many hitherto unknown company
names.

EG Toys, Mambru Birmania, Terry, Grafil, and Mectoy
are but a few names that emerged when e-bay listings
were posted.

The following photograph shows examples of a
Birmania mounted lancer officer shown in comparison
with the Britains version. The Argentinian firm used
a white horse for this item which Britains did not
produce. This is only one of hundreds of similar
items where Argentinian companies imitated with
subtle differences products by British toy soldier
manufacturers. Britains and Timpo were often the
object of imitation by many of these Argentinian
firms, sometimes slightly modified for the Argentinian

market, while some Argentinian companies produced
their own unique items.

Marx Plastic Figures in the USA were also produced
again in Argentina in either hollowcast or solid form.
Over the next few issues a photographic record and
information about many Argentinian producers of
toy soldiers will be published. Should any readers
wish to contribute any information on unusual figures
from this country please contact Norman Joplin
info@normanjoplin.com telephone 262-692-3913.

Mambru Lancer Officer
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Newly Revised & Updated by Britains Historian John Graham

CAVALRY REGIMENTS OF THE BRITISH ARMY
AS PRODUCED BY BRITAINS LTD, 1893-1914

I 3914 e ol o Wi sy s s IYTES OF THI

18" x 24" Poster Suitable for Framing
Shipped Rolled in Sturdy Tube

$29.95 PPD - Credit Card Orders Call 419-662-8697

Available Exclusively From:
Joseph Saine Toy Soldiers ¢ 628 Dixie Highway ¢ Rossford, OH 43460

www.josephsaine.com




Bonhams

1. Lucotte Band of the 12th Infantry
of the Line.
£800 - 1,200

2. Lucotte Pioneers of the 12th Infantry
of the Line.
£500 - 700

3. Britains EXTREMELY RARE Mounted
Gunners in Steel Helmets.
£500 - 700

Fine Toy Soldiers and Figures

Thursday 5 December 2013
Oxford

The sale will include an impressive
collection of 1,000 Lucottes, the finest
ever to come to Bonhams, 3,000 Britains,
early boxed sets, Marklin guns, Fine Flat
Figures, German review of the Imperial
fleet by Wilhelm I, Heyde, Elastolin, CBG
Mignot, Civilians and others.

Bonhams

Banbury Road
Shipton-on-Cherwell
Kidlington

Oxford, OX5 1JH

For a free and confidential valuation
with a view to selling at Bonhams

or for further details regarding the
auctions please contact:

Leigh Gotch
+44 (0) 20 8963 2839
leigh.gotch@bonhams.com

James Opie
+44 (0) 20 8963 2836
james.opie@bonhams.com

Catalogues
+44 (0) 1666 502 200

International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/toys
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Space Adventures
Chasing the World’s Most Elusive Vintage Space Figures
By S. Mark Young

In 2008, after almost 18 years of rabid searching
for vintage space figures, | hit a collecting wall.
Coauthoring the book, Blast Off! Rockets, Robots,
Ray Guns and Rarities (Dark Horse, 2001) had
given me the opportunity to obtain figures from
collectors worldwide and to gather intelligence
about what else was lurking out there. Based on
my research, | believed that there were only a
handful of truly rare figures that | didn’t have. It
also appeared that the chances of obtaining the
figures were extraordinarily slim since the known
collectors who possessed them were taking them
“to the grave” — not encouraging news. | knew that
if | didn’t start pursing other types of figures, my
collecting days would be numbered.

Even before 2008 there were some tell tale signs
that | was starting to lose my enthusiasm. During my
years of chasing space figures, | became obsessed
to the point of psychosis. While | had amassed
hundreds of vintage spacemen, spacewoman, and
aliens in hard plastic, soft plastic, composition,
lead, rubber, soap, wood, ceramic and celluloid,
| was to the point where finding anything new had
become a rare event. Thus, | turned my attention
to accumulating color variations and upgrading
existing figures. For example, | had every known
boxed Archer Plastics playset and window box,
and had amassed over 150 color variations of their
hard plastic Space Men, Mars Men and soft plastic
Moon Men and Satellite Men and the many Archer
knock offs from around the world. | acquired all of
the Ajax , Lido, and Premier figures in too many
colors to count, found just about all of the 13
Marx Tom Corbett, Space Patrol, Captain Space
and Rex Mars space playset variations, and built a
huge collection of figures from Germany, France,
Australia, Hong Kong, Italy, Spain, Argentina,
England, Canada, and Wales. | was intent on
finding every vintage space figure that had been
produced. | was even very fortunate enough to
acquire the centerpiece of my collection, Henri
Mignot’s War of the Worlds diorama.

Curiously, ltalian makers from the 1950s made
most of the figures that | didn’t have. | had seen
photos of these figures but had only been able to
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find one of the dozen or so that eluded me. What
made these figures so difficult to locate was that
very few had survived since they were made of
easily breakable materials such as vulcanized
rubber and manufactured in very small production
runs.

After another year of searching, | finally threw in
the towel... a beaten man. | renewed my interests
in French Hollowcast, Heyde, and exotic clay-like
figures by JRD (Jean Rabier and Donnot) from
France. | was very deep into collecting these
figures, when | received an email from a contact in
Italy in early 2012. Sometimes | think that searching
for elusive collectibles in any hobby is like trying to
find a mate. If you push too hard, you can easily
scare people away, but if you relax and become
more philosophical, your Karma will improve and
then good things will come your way.

A dealer from whom | had purchased a figure
from Italy many years before had come across the
ISAS figures that | was missing. His note asked if
| was still interested in buying the figures. | replied
affirmatively instantaneously. The figures arrived a
couple of weeks later and one of my main collecting
holes had finally been filled. | casually mentioned
to the dealer that | was still seeking another rare
Bakelite set by Torgano. He told me that he might
know of someone who had the set. | sat back
and didn’t think anything more about it until a few
months later another email arrived from the same
dealer. He had found the set of four figures for me.
| couldn’t believe my luck. | had found many of the
figures that | needed within the span of 5 months.

| was now down to searching for only three figures—
the Rovello Porro, War of the Worlds’ Martians. | had
seen a photo of these three figures over a decade
ago. | was told that only two complete sets existed.
Of all the vintage space figures that | have seen
the Rovello figures are the ones that | was most
excited about. Apart from their sheer campiness,
the ties to George Pal’s 1953 War of the Worlds
film and Mignot’s set, were tantalizing. Rovello
Porro is often thought of as the poor stepchild of
ltalian composition manufacturers such as Nardi



Space Adventures (Cont.)

and Chialu but | have always thought that they had
a great deal of charm.

On the eve of the 2013 OTS show this past
September | received another email from a
different friend in Italy. The good news was that
he had located one of the Rovello but the bad
news was the asking price. As | was pondering
what to do, | thought back to something collecting
maven Bob Lesser once said about buying rare
items, and that we had quoted in Blast Off! years
ago. Bob was the first person to amass the most
significant collections of Buck Rogers and Mickey
Mouse collectibles. He had always maintained that
availability is much more important than price, and
his view on what to do when being offered truly
rare pieces was as follows:

“Never bargain, Pay double. And when you wake
up at two in the morning with an anxiety attack
because you’ve just spent a fortune on something,
you’ve done the right thing. You’ve trusted your
intuition. You’ll come out ahead. Because that
magical day will come when the sky is black, when
every pane on the window of opportunity is painted
black and the window is nailed shut with ten-inch
nails, and you’re never going to get another piece
as long as you live (Blast Off! p. 53).

With Bob’s words ringing in my ears, and my heart
pounding, | agreed to the price. When | arrived back
exhausted from Chicago the figure was waiting for
me. Finding this piece has given me hope that the
other two will eventually come my way.

Based on close to thirty years of collecting vintage
space figures, | have summarized what | consider
to be the most difficult vintage space figures to
locate. While finding individual figures in these
sets is entirely possible, if you are patient enough,
completing sets is the challenge. Any such list is
somewhat idiosyncratic; however, | have the key
criterion that | have used for inclusion in the list: the
relative desirability of pieces in the marketplace.

ISAS - Spacemen (ltalian, 1950’s)

ISAS of Bagni di Lucca, Italy, produced a
spectacular set of 70 mm spacemen in the late
1950’s. According to Orazio Di Mauro and Franco

Paoletti in their book, Soldatini Italiani (Edizioni
Lazzaro, 1994) the ISAS figures were fashioned
out of a mixture of rubber, latex and plaster. When
found, these wonderfully imaginative figures are
often warped and missing pieces. Warped or
not, these figures are very rare. A small antenna
protrudes from the top of each spacemen’s head
and fits through a hole in a clear Perspex helmet.
Drop one of these and all you may have left is a pile
of dust.

Photo 1: A complete set of ISAS spacemen.

Rovello Porro - War of the Worlds Martians
(Italian, Circa 1953)

Perhaps the hardest set to find consists of three 65
mm composition Martian figures by Rovello Porro
of Brianza, Italy. Each Martian head is semi-circular
with a tri-colored - blue, yellow and red face that is
almost identical to the aliens seen in George Pal’s
War of the Worlds film (Paramount in 1953). The
paint on the figure is still very vibrant and quality
of the sculpting is superb. The figure is shown in a
fighting stance brandishing a massive space rifle.

Photo 2: A War of the Worlds Martian by Rovello Porro, Italy,
circa, 1953.
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Space Adventures (Cont.)

Torgano - Flash Gordon Figures (Italian, 1950s)

Thought to be made by Torgano of Saronno, Italy,
these imposing 8 cm figures were produced in a
hard, Bakelite-like plastic and hand painted. There
are two versions of Flash Gordon holding a ray
gun in each hand and advancing with a space rifle
across his waist. The two other figures are Prince
Thun — aka the Lion Man of Mongo and one of Flash
Gordon’s most trusted friends and a Mechanical
Man (missing air hoses on either side of his helmet)
who was one of Flash Gordon’s enemies. Each
figure comes in at least two paint variations.

nj" ; R£ -.‘Wms.gg,qmﬂﬁm I
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Photo 4: The M.G. Southall Dan Dare set.
Photo courtesy of Vectis Auctions.

Photo 3: The set of four Torgano Flash Gordon figures: Flash with
pistols, the Lion Man, Mechanical Man and Flash with a rifle.

M. G. Southall - Playland Products, Dan Dare
figures, (circa 1954)

Dan Dare was Britain’s answer to Flash Gordon
being conceived on the pages of Eagle magazine
in April 1950. Of all of the Dan Dare collectibles, the
M. G. Southall figure set is probably the rarest of
them all. Individual 70 mm figures are highly sought
after, but when found are often broken or missing
paint. Several years ago the only known boxed set
surfaced at a Vectis Auction and commanded a
very high price. The figures depicted in the set are
Space Fleet Commander Sir Hubert Guest, Digby,
Sondar, A Treen from Venus and Dan Dare.

e

Photo 5: Four of the five M. G. Southall Dan Dare figures as they are
most usually found with paint loss —
Dan, Sondar, Sir Hubert Guest and a Treen.

MP Spacemen (French 1950s)

Very little is known about the origins of these 54 mm
figures. They are made of hard plastic and come on
flat and raised base variations. Underneath each
flat base are the letters MP and the words Model
Deposé (registered or copyrighted). Each flat base
figure is numbered beginning with 500. The raised
bases are hollowed out and are meant to be rock
formations on which the figures stand. There are
no markings underneath these figures. | have
seen the MP figures in orange and yellow color
variations. An outstanding feature of these figures
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is the small detachable air hoses that connect the
helmet and the oxygen tank on each figure’s back.
| am not sure how many figures are in the series
but my numbers stop at 507.

AR RN

Photo 6: MP Spacemen from France.

Alpia Aliens (Italian 1950s)

Alpia produced a set of eight spacemen, a bazooka
man and four aliens. The aliens and bazooka man
are very difficult to find intact. Alpia figures have
round bases and each base is inscribed with a
large A and the inscription “Alpia, Made in ltaly.”
Each alien has a different antenna on his head,
and carries a different weapon. All have large
protruding eyes, and chunky bodies. The unique
feature of these figures is the large propeller that
is either located on their backs or as part of their
weapon. The propellers actually rotate.

Photo 7: The four Alpia Aliens

The Selcol Space Ranger (English, Circa 1952)

Selcol was a London based plastics manufacturing
company best known for producing a line of plastic
Beatles Guitars and Dr. Who Daleks beginning in
the early 1950’s. The Selcol Bazooka Man Space
Ranger is a direct copy of the Best Company’s
figure that was made in the U.S. There is a
trademark stamp on the back of the figure that
says, “Selcol — Made in England.” Best produced a

set of five spacemen that were designed to be cake
decorations; the Bazooka Man was one of them.
The 65 mm Selcol figure does turn up loose from
time to time but finding it on the original card is very
difficult. The card itself provides a great connection
to two other space toys of the era. The spaceship
depicted on the left is most likely a Tudor Rose,
Atomic Space Ship (note the portals and fins) and
the two space figures to the right appear to be
campy versions of Popular Playthings “evil alien”
with the spiked helmet.

Photo 8: The Selcol Space Ranger Bazooka Man shown with two
variations of the rare Alpia Bazooka Man. The bronze Alpia Figure
of the left has a much longer bazooka and a different sight than the
emerald green figure on the right. All three variations actually fire.

S. Mark Young is always seeking unusual space figures
and new information about them. Please contact
him at (626) 676-3134 or mark.young@marshall.
usc.edu if have you would like to correspond.

(LD TOLSOLDIFR
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KHAKI ARMY
COLD CAST
BRONZE RESIN
MILITARY FIGURES 8

1:6 SCALE
125 inch
FIGURES

Treefrog Treasures Military Mlnlatures
www.treefrogtreasures.com §

248 Sandstone Dr. NW Eyota, MN 55934
Email: sales@treefrogtreasures.com

US Toll Free: 1-866-394-2418

Intl: 1-507-545-2500

Free domestic shipping for any size Khaki Army order
Free int'l shipping on all orders of $250 or more




SHOW REPORT

Old Toy Soldier Show Day
September 2013

The annual Chicago Toy Soldier Show attracts collectors and dealers from all corners of the globe.
In keeping with past Old Toy Soldier issues the following photos show the action on Sunday.

Andy Neilson and Ken Ogen
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Matt Murphey

Bob Hornung, Mike Shore, Janet Reynolds Steve and Linda Weston




SHOW REPORT

OTS Auction Bargain Room

Traditional frantic bargain room sale - Saturday morning 10:00 a.m.
3000 toy soldiers were soon snapped up by some 60+ collectors.
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Chicago Toy Soldier Show Finds
By Rob Wilson and Norman Joplin

The following photos show some of the rare finds at this year’s Old Toy Soldier Show.

Ideal Huge Atomic Cannon

X

Renvoize? Austro Hungarian Jones Bluecoat Jones 3” WWI Cavalry Man Large Wooden
Erzgebirge? Figure

BIRITARRS = csicrodds

Exceptionally Rare Herald?

hand painted:

Britains Plastic Garden Folk

Previously Unknown
Hollow Cast Zulu
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Chicago Toy Soldier Show Finds (Cont.)

The Wars of the Roses 1455-1485

FAAAK

Royal Horse Artillery Escort Pre-war
Thought to have made Post-war Moustaches

Swoppet War of Roses Point of Sales Board

Britains Special Carabineer on Trotting Horse

Sonnenburg Wooden Sailors Greenwood and Ball 25mm Comparison Rare Coronation Groom
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Chicago Toy Soldier Show Finds (Cont.)

gl

Britains Waltzing Couple (Britains First Soldier?) Mignot Maginot Line

Heyde Richard the Lionheart Previously Unrecorded 54mm Hollow Cast Prussians

William Hocker New WWI Set Britains Paris Office Flag Bearers

22



The Belgian Navy of The Durso Company
By Vincent J. Russo & Patrice Servais

l. Preface

This article continues our coverage of European
Naval Forces of World War Il made, in composition,
by Belgian manufacturers.

In previous Articles we featured The “Dutch Navy”
(vol. 35, No. 3, Fall 2011), The “French Navy” (vol. 36,
No. 2, Summer 2012), and The “German Navy” (vol.
37, No. 1, Spring 2013). Now we are continuing The
Series by presenting The “Belgian Navy”, as depicted
by The Durso Company of Liege, Belgium.

Il. Background
After the revolution in 1830, The now independent

Country of Belgium, established in 1831 The Belgian
Navy (known as “Marine Royale”), to counter a Dutch
Squadron that had blocked all Belgian shipping. The
initial Navy consisted of two (2) “Gun Boats” and with
help from France were able to counter the Dutch
Threat, and with the addition of a few more ships,
carried out its task of protecting Belgian Territorial
waters. This Navy however, did not come under
the Ministry of War, but instead under the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, and unfortunately in 1862, the
Belgian Government learned that the Navy was “too
expensive” to maintain, and it was disburdened.

11l. World War |

Belgium had no navy when World War | broke out and
soon had its merchant ships destroyed by German
Submarines, and its coastal waters “littered with mines.”
A force of Naval personnel was quickly assembled and
they served aboard French mine sweepers and as
artillery men on Belgian merchant ships.

At the conclusion of World War |, the Treaty of Versailles
gave Belgium eleven (11) Destroyers and twenty six
(26) minesweepers, that had been captured by the
allies. This new “Fleet of the Rhino” was berthed in
Bruges and monitored the river from Cologne to the
“Dutch Border”

Unfortunately, in 1927 the Navy was once again
dismantled for budgeting reasons.

IV. World War Il

When World War Il broke out, again Belgium had
essentially no Navy, but in 1939 quickly started to put
together staffing and resources.

(Prince Albert & the Royal Belgian family enrolled
in this new Navy, and is depicted by Durso in his
Lieutenant and then in his Rear Admiral uniforms. —
Note the Royal Crest on the jacket)

The immediate threat to Belgium was the infestation
of mines into their coastal waters. Despite limited
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The Belgian Navy of The Durso Company (Cont.)

resources, this “newly born” Navy destroyed more
than 250 German mines. In May 1940, the Belgian Navy
participated in the “evacuation at Dunkirk”; however
after the capitulation of Belgium to Germany, the
entire Belgian Navy, save one ship, was relegated into
inactivity to Spain. The only ship that escaped this fate
was P 16” which made its way to England, and served
as a Patrol Boat under the name of “HMS Kernot.”

In September 1940, a “Belgian Section” of the Royal
Navy was created, consisting of two (2) Corvettes, a
squadron of minesweepers and three (3) patrol boats.
The two Corvettes named “Godetia” and “Buttercup”
were assigned to Atlantic Convoy duty and both
participated in the Allied D-Day Ianding at Normandy.

iy
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P
£9

(Above photos are of “enlisted” seamen and petty
officers)

m
d
R
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V. Conclusion

At the end of World War 1l, Great Britain returned the
“Section Belge” to Belgium, where it was renamed
“Section Navals”, and consisted of twelve (12) vessels
which were put under the joint control of the Ministries
of transportation and Foreign Affairs.

(Above photos are of officers of various ranks, note
the differences in the “cuffs”)

In 1949, the Navy was incorporated into the Belgian
Armed Forces, under the jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Defense, and has served with distinction in many
areas of global conflict since then, including Korea,
the Congo, Kuwait and the Persian Gulf.

(In tribute to the Belgian Navy, Mr. Klimov and the
Durso Company created an extensive array of
Marching Musicians which are depicted here.)
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VI. Durso and the Belgian Navy

Following are the catalog numbers and descriptions
of the Belgian Naval figures made by Durso:

1. Standing Figures
Catalog Number

Description

512
527
528
530

2. Marching Figures

Catalog Number

Seaman, presenting arms
Officer Saluting, Commander
Officer Saluting, Rear Admiral
Seaman Signaling

Description

550
550A
551
554
554A
555
555A
574
574A
575
576

577
578

579
26

Prince Albert with drawn
sword, Lieutenant

Prince Albert with drawn
sword, Rear Admiral
Seaman Marching,

Rifle on shoulder

Seaman holding machine gun
on chest

Petty officer holding
machine gun on chest
Naval Police, seaman
Naval Police, Petty Officer
Seaman, barehanded

Petty officer, barehanded
Officer with Sword, Lieutenant
Officer with Sword,
Commander

Officer with Sword, Captain
Officer with Sword,

Vice Admiral

Flag Bearing Officer

|

)

ﬁ
&

3. Musicians

Catalog Number Description
600 Drum Major, Petty Officer
601 Parade Drum
602 Clarinet
603 Saxophone
604 Bugle
605 Trumpet
606 Bass Drum
607 Cymbals
608 Bombardon
609 Fife
610 Tuba
611 Horn

VII. Appreciation

Again, the Authors wish to express our most
sincere appreciation to “Old Toy Soldier” magazine
for the opportunity to showcase “Belgian Made”
composition figures.

VIil. Acknowledgement
Photos by Veronique Servais

IX. Editors Note

See the advertisement for the book, “Composition
Figures of Belgium — The Durso Company” by
Vincent J. Russo, Bertel Bruun and Lucieu Maris
on page 47 of this issue. Page 48 sales ad, also
Marketplace page 55.
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FOR TABLE
INFORMATION:
Phone (760) 758-5481
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UNDER 12 IS FREE
Mention this ad for $1 off
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Irvine, CA 92612
Close to Orange County County Airport
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AUCTION PREVIEW

THE JAMES A. HENDERSON COLLECTION - JUNE 2014

OLD ToroLDIFR

Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA are proud to give advanced notice of an
exceptional one-owner toy soldier collection to be auctioned in June 2014.
The James A. Henderson Collection. Britains, Britains Paris Office, Heyde,
Mignot, Lucotte, King and Country, Trophy, Ducal, Fusilier, Steadfast, William
Hocker, Stadden, Monarch, Imrie & Risley, Imperial, Etc., Etc.

Many lots carry excellent Provenance |.E. Britains Archive, Ed Ruby
Collection, Malcolm Forbes Collection, and The Property of H.R.H. the Duke

of Gloucester.
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South African King

Scots Guard Pipe Band




AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.

A+

Britains Special Paints Forbes Gun Boat

pi44

Britains Paris Office Figures

Britains Waterloo Winter Cloaks

Lucotte

More details available in February issue of Old Toy Soldier.
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Great selection of pre-war collector’s items for sale.
Tanks, % tracks, armored car, artillery, ships, planes & more

MILITARY, CIVILIAN FIGURES
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Thursday 28th November

The ".IrECti.S- Military, Civilian Figures, Equipment & Accessprie&
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BOOK REVIEW

Five Books That Belong
In Every Collector’s Library
By Russ Bednarek

Rather than review a new book for this issue of Old
Toy Soldier, | thought it may be beneficial to examine
existing works worthy of being in every toy soldier
collector’s library. If you knew someone who was
going to begin collecting toy soldiers, what book(s)
would you recommend? Why would you recommend
one book over another? What would you base your
recommendation(s) on? If the new collector is only
interested in new production toy soldiers, then the
need for reference works is minimal. If the aspiring
collector shows an interest in older production toy
soldiers, then acquiring quality reference works is a
necessity. | am going to provide my recommendations
for five books that, in my opinion, should be in the
library of every collector of older toy soldiers. My
list of suggested books will be open to scrutiny,
debate, and examination as any subjective list should
be. After all, it is like asking the question; “who is
the greatest basketball player of all-time?” Is it Wilt
Chamberlain, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Michael Jordan,
LeBron James? We all have our own opinions, based
on our personal criteria.

For my criteria to create my list | considered; 1) if the
author has a high degree of toy soldier credibility,
2) type and amount of information provided, and
3) photographs and bibliography. Credibility of the
author is of the utmost importance. Authors who have
worked as toy soldier experts for auction houses,
and have written books and catalogues received
high marks when | formulated my list. Nothing
replaces hands on examination to authenticate an
item. Because of their work experiences, these
authors have handled and examined thousands of
toy soldiers resulting in an extremely high degree of
expertise. Many of these authors tend to be collectors
themselves. Information contained in the book needs
to be based on reliable data, and the author needs
to provide definitive factual information. Production
dates are a fine starting point, but far too many toy
soldier books rely on this alone. Examinations of set
composition, paint variations, company catalogues,
figure variations/changes are pivotal criteria for
making my list. Company history is also important as
many times changes in sculptors and painters help
explain figure variations. Photographs are an essential
criteria for any toy soldier book. Obviously color
photographs are preferred, but even more important
is the clarity and sharpness of the photographs. A
high quality color photograph can often be used

for positively identifying figures. Poor quality
photographs do nothing but frustrate collectors and
leave a poor impression for those considering buying
the book. Unfortunately, some fine self-published
books suffered from poor photographs. These tended
to be some of the earlier self-published books and,
fortunately for collectors, the quality of this genre has
improved tremendously. A quality toy soldier book
should not only have high quality pictures of figures,
but should include sets, box art, company catalogues
and paint and production variations. My final criteria,
the bibliography, is one | feel is often overlooked. The
bibliography not only shows us where and who the
author used when researching their book, but can also
be used to help expand the collectors’ knowledge
base. Consulting the bibliography often leads to the
collector purchasing sited works increasing one’s
reference library. Quality reference books are the
building blocks of any toy soldier library. The best
collector is an educated collector, one who knows
their subject and is able to make purchases based on
reliable information. The collector needs to educate
himself to know such things as; is the painting correct
for the period, is the set composition correct, is this
the correct box for this set, is the piece a forgery,
and how to avoid costly errors. The five books listed
below are my “must have” titles for every collector.
They are listed in no order of value or importance. The
editions discussed are those in my personal library.

The Great Book of Hollow-Cast Figures by Norman
Joplin, New Cavendish Books, 1993. ISBN 1-872727-
26-3. Over-sized hardback, 342 pages, over 600
color photographs.

Hollow-cast production of toy soldiers and related
items began in 1893 and ended in 1966 when the
British government banned this manufacturing
process due to the lead content. Acclaimed author
Norman Joplin went “outside the box” with this
groundbreaking book examining not only military
hollow-cast figures, but also non-military hollow-cast
pieces. Joplin was the first author to deeply examine,
study and present his findings regarding non-military
pieces. This classic book examines British hollow-
cast production by company in an alphabetical
format. High quality color photographs appear on
nearly every page, with accompanying, descriptive
text. Boxed sets are prevalent throughout the book
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and samples of catalogue pages also appear. A brief
history of each company is presented, many of which
are obscure and, until publication of the book, were
previously unknown to most collectors. Joplin came
into contact with countless non-military items after
years of working for several English auction houses
and exhaustively searching on his own for non-military
items to add to his private collection. Realizing at that
point in time that there was no study done on hollow-
cast non-military figures, this served as the impetus
for Joplin’s book and would lead to several more
toy soldier books. An “Inventory of Manufacturer’s
Products” utilizes original company catalogues to
list and document each individual item made, this
is invaluable for collectors. Excellent coverage on
military figures and outstanding examination of non-
military items put this book on my list.

Collecting American-Made Toy Soldiers by Richard
O’Brien, Krause Publications, 1997. ISBN 0-89689-
118-6. Soft cover, 717 pages, black and white
photographs, some color.

All information was taken from edition number
three. This large pulp paper book covers every
type of American toy soldier; solid, plastic, rubber,
hollow-cast, plaster and more. This is literally an
encyclopedia of American toy soldier manufacturers,
complete with short company histories and numerous
black and white photographs. Figures are listed by
their catalogue number, (when available), along with
their condition and value. Catalogue pages and
advertisements are generously utilized within the
company history in addition to relevant photographs
of individuals and buildings. Although some of the
information was contributed to the author, O’Brien
is to be commended for compiling, organizing and
producing such an all-encompassing book. Some
of the black and white photographs are not of the
highest quality, but their sheer number is helpful and
impressive. When photographs are not available,
the author has skillfully placed drawings of figures
taken from the company catalogue to augment the
photographs. Although the physical qualities of this
book are not the most impressive, this is the book for
those interested in American made toy soldiers.

The Great Book of Britains by James Opie, New
Cavendish Books, 1993. ISBN 1-872727-32.
Hardback, 640 pages, over 950 color photographs.

Simply put, this is the bible for Britains collectors.
Every facet of Britains figures, production, cataloging
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and history is to be found with the 640 pages of this
amazing over-sized book. The amount of information
is staggering, so much so that five different indices
are needed to help the collector navigate through the
book. Color pictures are of extremely high quality and
attractively depict individual, group and set pieces.
Each chapter examines a year of Britains production.
We learn at the start of each chapter which new set(s)
were introduced, (in catalogue order), and applicable
uniform and figure characteristics and composition
of each set. Quality color photographs are provided
for many of the new sets and figures. Changes in
boxes are examined in the same manner as figures.
In instances where a new figure is introduced to
replace an older version, a photographic side by
side comparison is presented for study. Each
chapter ends with any changes that were made
to older lines. Fortunately for collectors, dates of
introduction, changes and deletions for figures and
sets are all provided. Re-printed pages of catalogues
appear and are most informative. Unfortunately this
magnificent book is now out of print and commands
a premium price commonly over $350. A limited
collector’s edition bound in faux leather with gold leaf
and accompanied with a 4 piece set of figures was
also available. Opie’s work for several English auction
houses in addition to authoring additional books on
toy soldiers place he and Norman Joplin in an elite
class of authors. Worth the price for established and
aspiring Britains collectors.

The World Encyclopedia of Model Soldiers by John
G. Garrett, The Overlook Press, 1981. ISBN 0-87951-
129-X. Hardback, 209 pages, 50 color photographs,
90 black and white photographs.

In my opinion this is one of the most interesting of all
toy soldier books. This book will not impress you with
beautiful color pictures, expertly written prose nor
lists of figures manufactured by specific companies.
The beauty of this book is in the quality and quantity
of information. Anything related to toy and model
soldiers is to be found in this tidy 209 page book.
References to painters, sculptors, manufacturers,
societies, dioramas, conversions, companies and
forgeries are offered. All types of figures are examined
from connoisseur to wargame to toy soldiers in all
media; metal, composition, plaster, resin, plastic,
enamel, porcelain, paper and more. Want to learn
who Roy Selwyn-Smith worked for prior to Britains?
Simply flip to page 152 to read about Selwy-Smith’s
fascinating career. Want to find out what type of
figures Toydell Ltd. made? You will find on page 170
that they produced well painted highly glazed pieces
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depicting Highlanders, Foot Guards and more. Often
times when looking up a certain company, the reader
will learn who started it and if it was later bought or
acquired by another individual. The same holds true
for painters, sculptors and mold makers. Garrett’s
informative book is often like reading a pedigree of
individuals and companies. Garrett was a collector
and authored three books on the subject of toy
soldiers and he pulls no punches regarding the facts.
An example is his entry regarding the company Les
Tambours, who he notes pirated the figures of the
French artist Fernande Metayer. Out of print, but
available for a modest price, | suggest this book for
the simple fact that there is no telling when or how it
will shape your collecting interests.

Armies of the World by Joe Wallis, United Book
Press Inc., 1993. ISBN 00-9605950-2-3. Soft cover,
419 pages, plentiful black and white photographs.
Regiments of All Nations by Joe Wallis, United Book
Press, 2011. ISBN 978-0983837800. Hardback, 415
pages, 500 color photographs.

For my final recommendation, | have decided to
include two books in my list of “must have” by long
time Britains dealer, collector and author Joe Wallis.
If you are either; a), unable to find a copy of The
Great Book Of Britains, or b), do not want to spend
the amount of money to obtain a copy, then Wallis’
books are a superb alternative. The informative
format of each book is the same. A short company
history is presented first, followed by a short study
of basic identifying tips. Armed with this basic
knowledge, the collector is ready to explore the bulk of
the books, an examination of each set proceeding in
numerical order of production. Basic set composition
and uniform painting information is provided along
with related sets (by catalogue) appearing on the
right hand page. The left hand page is a picture of
figures described, thus preventing the inconvenience
of flipping pages to compare text and photographs.
Armies of the World explores Britains military and
non-military subjects produced from 1925-1941, while
Regiments of All Nations explores production of 1946-
1966. For a more extensive look at Regiments of All
Nations, you may read my review in Old Toy Soldier,
Fall 2011, Vol.35, No.3. Rock solid information
and excellent photographs make these two books
invaluable, and offer collectors an excellent alternative
to Opie’s massive work. The most current edition
of Regiments of All Nations is in the eighth printing,
and the hardback and color photographs are a most
welcomed improvement. Hopefully, Armies of the
World will receive a similar upgrade in the near future.

Obviously with any list it is difficult to establish a cut-
off point. There were many books that | considered,
such classics as; Old German Toy Soldiers, by Dr.
Hans Roer, Paper Soldiers, by Edward Ryan, Petits
Soldats, by Christian Blondieau and The Art of the Toy
Soldier, by Henry K. Kurtz and Burt Ehrlich. These |
categorize as my “Honorable Mention” works. While
each is strong in their subject matter, | felt their theme
may be too narrow for most collectors. One may argue
that Opie’s and Wallis’ books focus only on Britians,
so how could | include them? My justification is; given
the fact of what seems like an eternal appreciation for
Britains figures, most every toy soldier collector has
either collected or been tempted to collect Britains
at some point in time. Beyond the “Honorable
Mention”category, there is what | find to be one of the
most exciting genre of toy soldier books. These are
the titles that deal exclusively with only one maker, or
a specific aspect of manufacture. The information in
these books tends to be extremely specific, almost
to the point where the author displays an obsessive
passion regarding their subject. Examples of this type
are; The American Toy Soldier Art of Edward Jones, by
Don Peilin, (see my review OIld Toy Soldier, Fall 2012,
Vol.36 No.3), Racing Colours of Famous Owners, by
Peter Kirk and Selwyn Miniatures, by Peter Cowan.

Obtaining the books on my “List Of Five” is relatively
simple. Inthe case of those books authored by Norman
Joplin and Joe Wallis, simply find their advertisement
in this issue of OId Toy Soldier. The three remaining
titles may require a bit more work. As with all things
these days, the Internet is an excellent starting point.
The best place to begin your search is with Amazon.
If the book is available on Amazon, you may actually
have options within the Amazon framework. Many
times after locating the title, you will have options to
buy new/used copies from other sellers that are listed.
If you are unable to obtain the book via Amazon there
are numerous internet booksellers to search. Some
of the more popular sites are; abebooks.com, and
alibris.com. Another excellent source is eBay, as it
seems eventually everything comes up for sale on
their site. Good luck and good hunting.
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Now Available

THE AMERICAN TOY SOLDIER ’ ’
ART OF J. EDWARD JONES The American 1oy Soldier
D e Art of J. Edward Jones

The book contains 350 plus cover photos,
all figures shown at actual size.

Price is $55 plus $5 shipping within the U.S.A.,
overseas shipping is $23.

A reproduction copy of Jones Metal Art
Miniatures 1931 Illustrated Catalog is also

CON ]AC’]— .D ON p ]EL]N available from Don Pielin.
.FO .Q .D .E ZA .[.LS' Price $10, shipping included if purchased

with the book or $11 including postage

Phone: 630-497-1239 without the book.
email: dimestores@aol.com

i Il BOITE DE SOLDHATS i

*u._../ >
THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOV-SOLDIERS IN PARILS

Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office,
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and
others.

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr

NEW WEB SITE
ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr

French plastics, paper soldiers,

& A bientét a Paris...

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44  boitedesoldats(@wanadoo.fr Francois Beaumont

Web-site  boitedesoldats.fr '
28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS. FRANCE. Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7
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THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

For Meral sildiors and model fizure kits,

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,
Britains, Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 5t. Petersburg
Studios, The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier
Australian makers, Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.

NEW
ADDRESS W
| PETER NATHAN TOY SOLDIERS

Shop |18, Level 2, Queen Yictoria Bullding,
455 George St., Sydney, N.5.W. 2000 Australia
Tel. (612) 9267 5591
Website: www.toysoldiers.com.au
E Mail: peteri@toysoldiers.com.au
OPEN DAILY 10am - épm,
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...the world in miniature

Collectable British and European early
20th century vintage lead miniature toys

Britains « Johillco * Timpo * Charbens * Phillip Segal « Crescent
Sacul « Salco  Luntoy * Pixyland Kew - Taylor & Barrett

Buy securely online for speedy insured shipment to USA

www.lilliputworld.co.uk

Sierra Toy Soldier Company

The finest Toy Soldiers from
the heart of Northern California

King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,

Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!
New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at
15466 Los Gatas Blvd, #108
Las Gatos, CA 95032

Toll Free {866) 36%-7653 » International {403] 353-3910
Fax (408) 138 3966

www.sierratoysoldier.com

FIGUREN-MAGAZIN |

is Germany's outstanding
magazine on composition
and plastic figures and rela-
ted accessories. Each issue
is packed with information
on old and recent produc-
tions, and contains articles
written by authors not only
from Germany but also from
other countries.
FIGUREN-MAGAZIN's main
focus is on “Lineol” and
“Elastolin”, but also refers to
other German and foreign
manufacturers.

The themes range from an-
cient Romans, Normans and
Vikings, Medieval Knights and Wildwest to soldiers from the
period of the 20th century. Beside toy soldiers there also are
vehicles and other accessories, especially for WW Il scenarios,
as well as civillians, animals and much more. Each issue is very
well illustrated. There are four issues per year.
Editors: Helmut Lang and Andreas Pietruschka
Subscriptions rates: Europe 31.00 Euro,
Overseas (Air Mail) 37.00 Euro (prices
include shipping and postage). Contact:

VERLAG FIGUREN MAGAZIN

P.0.Box 210667, 10506 Berlin, Germany
Tel.: +49 30 392 94 90, Fax: +49 30 398 48 166

Email: redaktion@figuren-magazin.de
wtemet: www.figuren-magazin.de




Britains Paris Office Boxes and Set Numbers
By Rob Wilson

Background

In a previous article, written jointly with Joe Wallis, we summarised the sets issued by Britain’s Paris Office
for which the set numbers are known. This update corrects a couple of errors in that article (due to the
present author!) and adds some new information. In the absence of a catalogue or list of sets issued by the
Paris Office, the only evidence we have is based on the small number of boxes that have survived which
include that kind of information.

As with the London Factory, the Paris Office probably used set numbers to insure that customer orders
were accurately filled and production records properly maintained. Paris Office boxed sets show up
only very occasionally, and not all of these are numbered. Things are further complicated by the fact that
many different styles of boxes were used, some of which were undoubtedly generic types for particular
distributers which did not use any numbering system!

Known Paris Office box types
As noted in the previous article, the most commonly found boxes fall into two main types:

1) BL types with Armée Francaise or Armée Etrangére labels. BL was the abbreviation for Britains
Limited. Apparently Britains did not want to over-emphasise that the figures therein did not originate
from France! The labels use Art Nouveau style artwork, in various colour styles, including gold on
black (GB) and blue on white (BW). They include a place to display a set number which is sometimes
printed as part of the label but which was often also covered by second smaller label in which the
set title and number could be printed or stamped.

2) AAGC types. These were probably produced for a wholesaler who distributed to one or more major
French Department Stores (possibly AAGC stands for the name of such a store). These boxes
also feature a block with space for the set title, or some other description. From the examples that
have surfaced so far, such boxes do not appear to have set nhumbers, just a description of the
contents (which is often rather vague, such as “Composition no. 1”!).

In addition there are a number of other less common types of label, some (but not all) of which may contain
a set number (more often than not stamped rather than printed). The Paris Office does not appear to have
issued standard eight-piece Infantry detachments or the standard five-piece Cavalry units sold by the
London Factory in their own boxes. It is possible that in the early days they may simply have distributed
the standard set numbers such as sets # 138, 139, 140, 141, 142, and 143 in the same boxes as used by
the London factory.

Single row boxes for B-sized figures have turned up (see Figure 3). The first is numbered and contained
7 Chasseurs a Pieds foot figures (set # 1144). However, the second only contains the word “Cuirassiers”
(albeit in a box labelled “Armée Etrangére”!) with a tie card for the usual number of cavalry figures (4) .
From the evidence of the boxes that have survived, most Paris Office boxes for the smaller sized figures
seem to have contained different numbers of figures compared to standard practice in London. Some
examples of these are presented below. Some, but by no means all, of these have set numbers printed or
stamped on them.

The previous article listed 17 Paris Office boxes with set numbers that the authors had recorded. A
corrected version of this list is given in Table 1 below, with a humber of additions which takes the known
number of sets with a particular number to about 26. Unfortunately, as will be clear from the further
discussion below, there is some ambiguity about some of the numbering so it is difficult to be precise! In
addition there are a number of other sets that have survived with no set number but with particular known
contents. Some of these are also listed below.
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Britains Paris Office Boxes and Set Numbers (Cont.)

Table 1: Revised list of known Paris Office Set numbers

Chasseurs a Cheval

Peaux Rouges a Cheval

Infantrie de Ligne Tenue de Campagne
Hussards Francgaise *

Tirailleurs Algériens

Chasseurs a Cheval

Chasseurs a Cheval on trotting horse
Scots Greys & Grenadier Guards
Tirailleurs Algériens

Chasseurs a Cheval

Chasseurs a Pieds, charging, service dress

Cuirassiers & Chasseurs a Pied
Marins Francais

Grenadiers Anglais

Bersagliers (Bersaglieri)
Dragons Anglais
Infanterie Belge
Cavalerie Belge**
Chasseurs a Pied

Infanterie Belge+, *™*

Box
Number Notes Set Title

4 AF, BW
5 AE, BW
6 AE, BW Marocains
12 AF,BW
18 AF, IL
18 AF,BW

33 AF,BW Hussards
34 AF,BW

40 AF,BW

45 SP

48 AF,BW

64 AF,BW

65 AE,BW  Peaux Rouges
75 AF,BW

79 AE,BW  Peaux Rouges
80 AE,BW  Zulus

94 AFBG

257 AF, BW

262 AF, BW

273 AE,BW  Boches?
276 AE,BW

306 AE,BW

364 SP

422 AF, BW

1144 SR

1451 AF, BW

Notes:

Number of figures
6 mounted

4 (or maybe 5?) mounted Indians

6 mounted Arabs

probably 20 foot figures

11 B size mounted figures

probably 10 foot figures

9 mounted

9 mounted

12 mounted

4 mounted & 10 infantry (B size)

1 mounted officer & 14 infantry

unknown

6 mounted North American Indians

21 foot (possibly 19 with mounted officer)
12 mounted North American Indians

21 charging

5 mounted & 16 infantry (mounted officer)
10 foot figures

10 foot figures

10 infantry?

10 infantry marching

6 mounted

15, including mounted officer & trumpeter
12 (unconfirmed contents)

7 B size at the slope

21 B size mounted figures

The following abbreviations are used: AE - Armée Etrangére; AF - Armée Francgaise; SP — Soldats de Plomb; SR single row
box; IL illustrated label; BW - Blue on white printing; GB - Gold on black printing.

* Previously, incorrectly described as containing 21 Infanterie Belge (b-sized).

+ Previously, incorrectly described as containing 11 Hussards. There was no original tie card, 1 figure may be missing.

** In boxes with an Armée Francaise label. The Paris Office seems to regard Belgians as part of the French army!

If you can add to this partial list, please send photographs or photocopies of box labels or catalogue pages to the author
(contact details: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk, +441926496062).
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Britains Paris Office Boxes and Set Numbers (Cont.)

Figure 1: Armée Etrangére box label, blue on white for 21 Zulus Figure 2: Armée Francaise, gold on black box label for display set of
(SAUVAGES) Cuirassiers and Chasseurs a Pied en Grande Tenue (i.e. Review order)
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Figure 4: AAGC generic style box label for a set of 32 Infanterie de Figure 5: AAGC generic style hox label for 12 North American Indians on
Ligne. Note the BL label stuck over the AAGC logo. This is not always foot (PEAUX ROUGES A PIED)
present but provides a clear link to the other main label types, which
also use the BL acronym for Britains Limited

38



Britains Paris Office Boxes and Set Numbers (Cont.)

Additions and further modifications to the list

Peaux Rouges a cheval #5

#5 Small cavalry box with label printed showing set
name (Peaux Rouges a cheval) as well as the set
number. The box is not very large: just under 22.5x16.5
cm and 3cm deep. It can probably accommodate
only 4 or at most 5 mounted figures? This may be
another case of the label for a larger set being applied
to a smaller box and then over printed ! The original
sticky label that was probably applied by the factory
(which covered the original set number 5) has another
number stamped in blue ink (see set#273 below).

#12 Paris Office box lid only (26x19.5cm), BL series;
No. 12; Infantrie de Ligne Tenue de “Campagne Fusil
alamain” étiquette (label) 21x15.5; probably for about
20 figures

Tirailleurs Algériens #18
Armée Francaise label.

This box surfaced recently containing 12 Japanese
infantry marching at the slope but with no tie card.
As with the other sets in the same size box, a full
complement might have been 10 or 12 figures in total.
Probably these would have been the charging Turcos
figure, possibly with an officer marching on foot and
maybe a flagbearer. The box is covered in red paper
similar to that used in the London factory.

The label is the classic Armée Francgaise, (as in Figure
2, but blue on white rather than gold on black). This is
printed with Marque de Fabrique BL France, Soldats
Articulés, Fabrication Frangaise (with two crossed
French Tricolores). It is printed with the set number
#18 and the title Tirailleurs Algériens in the appropriate
place.

Hussards Francaise #18 7?7
Armée Francaise, illustrated label

The same set number (18) has also been found on a
box for B-sized Hussards Francaise (see Figure 6). In
this case the number is rubber stamped on. The label
is very different in design. It is possible that the Paris
Office had a different numbering system for B and
normal sized figures. Alternatively the same number
may have been reused at a later date. A final possibility
is that some digits are missing from the rubber

stamped label (see below for further discussion). Both
boxes and labels are unquestionably original.

This set is in a box that is covered in a salmon pink
colour. A large proportion of the known boxes are
this colour. It is not clear if the original paper was this
tone or if a darker red colour has faded more easily
than the London version. The label is the Paris Office
equivalent to a “Whistock” style illustrated label, which
includes a fine line drawing showing two French
Hussards or Chasseurs a Cheval at the halt. The black
on white printed label includes the standard logo
containing Marque de Fabrique BL France, Soldats
Articulés, (with two crossed French Tricolores). This
is all surrounded by an elaborate art nouveaux,
floral design, with MODELE DEPOSE printed below.
FABRICATION FRANCAISE is printed in the top right
corner. The titte HUSSARDS FRANCAISE and the set
number #18 are rubber stamped into the appropriate
spaces. As noted above, it is possible that the number
has been truncated and should be something in the
180s!

From its size, the label would be suitable to be applied
to a standard Britains B-sized box for 4 cavalry figures
(analogous to Figure 3). In this case the label has been
applied to a much larger box, deliberately at an angle
rather than square on. The box contained 11 B=sized
figures including officer and trumpeter with movable
arms. The lack of a tie card means that the original
composition remains uncertain but a full set of 12
seems likely, since a number of matching groups of
that size are known, including some other boxed sets.
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Figure 6: Armée Frangaise illustrated label for B-sized Hussards
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Britains Paris Office Boxes and Set Numbers (Cont.)

Chasseurs a Cheval #64
Armée Francaise label.

As described below, this set number was found on a
printed label, under a supplementary label stuck on to
a box for a set of 10 Marins Francais (Matelots).

The label is the classic Armée Francgaise, blue on
white one, also printed with Marque de Fabrique BL
France, Soldats Articulés, Fabrication Francaise (with
two crossed French Tricolores). It was printed with set
number #64 and the title Chasseurs a Cheval in the
appropriate place. It is not known how many figures
comprised the full set. As discussed above although
it is possible that the relatively small box on which it
was found could have been used for cavalry, it seems
more likely that the label was printed to go on a larger
box! Two other boxes for Chasseurs a Cheval have
already been recorded and are shown in Table 1.
Set #4 contained a set of 6 at the halt, while set #34
contained a larger group of 9.

Peaux Rouges a cheval #65 Armée Etrangere label.

This set number was found on a printed label stuck on
to a box for 6 mounted figures Including appropriate tie
card. Another example surfaced recently on eBay also
containing 6 mounted North American Indians. For
some reason the #65 has been overstamped in blue
ink with the number 214 (plus other indistinguishable
characters).

The label is the classic Armée Etrangere, blue on
white one, also printed with Marque de Fabrique BL
France, Soldats Articulés, Fabrication Francaise, (but
still showing two crossed French Tricolores rather
than any foreign flags !).

Marins Francgais #257, Armée Francaise label.

This strawboard card box (the card has distinctive
stripes) is covered in a slightly paler shade of salmon
pink paper. It has the classic Armée Francaise, blue on
white printed label with Marque de Fabrique BL France,
Soldats Articulés, Fabrication Francaise (again with
two crossed French Tricolores). This box also includes
a tie-card for 10 figures. Originally the box label was
printed with #64 Chasseurs a Cheval. This has been
covered by a printed (and then rubber stamped) blue
and white label. This small label has been added to
cover the original printed set number and now displays
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#257 and MARINS FRANCAIS both of these being
rubber stamped in blue ink by hand. This use of
overlabelling seems to have been relatively common
practice as a number of the surviving examples have it.

The Matelots are typical Paris Office offerings,
probably quite late (post WW ). The rifles they carry
at the trail are the later version without magazines. The
body castings are on square, unstamped bases. The
heads are slightly off centre. There has been some
displacement in the mould, with the two halves of
the head slightly offset on a couple of the figures.
Again this is not untypical of the lack of strict quality
control in the Paris Office factory. The metal used is
very bright and shines through the translucent paint.
Unlike the London paintings the Matelots wear blue
and white rather than red and white striped t-shirts
under their dark blue jackets. Their caps are topped
with a red bobble, underneath which is a white stripe
from one side of the cap to the other.

Based on the evidence of the original printed label,
it is possible that the same small box was used for
cavalry. The box is large enough to accommodate 3
or four mounted figures. More likely, the labels were
printed to go on larger boxes and simply reused for
other sets, with a supplementary label added as here.

Grenadiers Anglais #, Soldats de Plomb, Infanterie et
Cavalerie label

The salmon pink paper covered grey card box has a
red on white printed label advertising the contents as
Soldats de Plomb, Infanterie et Cavalerie, Marque de
Fabrique BL France Fabrication Francaise (with two
crossed French Tricolores). See Figure 7 for a similar
example (although this is blue on white printed label).
The box label is then hand stamped GRENADIERS
ANGLAIS and the set number & #262 — added in the
relevant “box” (both in blue ink). The box includes a
tie card for 10 pieces. It contains Coldstream Guards,
with long red plumes painted on the wrong side of
their bearskins. The faces are very neatly painted with
fine curly moustaches. Two rather careless original
black paint spots/drips on the faces spoil the overall
effect somewhat and betray the sometimes lax
attention to quality control in the Paris Office. They
are marching at the slope armed with rifles with loose
slings painted white, and bayonets neatly clipped. The
blue paint used for their trousers is distinctly “gritty”
but a glorious translucent dark blue.



Britains Paris Office Boxes and Set Numbers (Cont.)

“Boches” ? #273

Set #273 is in box for 10 infantry (or possibly for 4 or
5 cavalry figures). This is another example of a label
having been applied by the factory on top of another
generic label,(see set #5 for more details).The original
added label is unreadable. It is overwritten by what
could be “Boches” by a juvenile hand. This colloquial
term for Germans was almost certainly not the original
official title! Unfortunately the hand written “Boches”
obscures whatever description was originally stamped
below the set number.

Chasseurs a Cheval #1404, Soldats de Plomb,
Infanterie et Cavalerie label

The salmon pink paper covered card box has a small
blue on white printed label, with a rubber stamped
addition in black ink advertising the contents as
Chasseurs a Cheval, and giving the set number as
1404. The printed label includes Marque de Fabrique
BL France (with two crossed French Tricolores),
encircled by an Art Nouveau, printers flowers design,
plus Fabrication Francaise below.

The box includes 9 B-sized Hussards Francaise,
including an officer on a white horse (all fixed arm),
dressed in dark blue jackets. The tie card is not
original, so this may not be the full complement,
although the box probably could not accommodate
many more figures. The box itself is not a standard
Britains construction, the edges of both the lid and
the tray being folded over and then stapled rather
than glued as is normal.
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Figure 7: BL Soldats de Plomb, Infanterie et Cavalerie generic style
box label, stamped for B-sized Chasseurs a Cheval, set # 1404
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Figure 8: Soldats en Metal Fondu two row display set “Revue”

Other numbered sets

The following sets have been seen on eBay, but not
physically examined by the author.

#40 Armée Francaise label, blue on white,
Chasseurs a Cheval on trotting horse in three row,
compartmentalised display box, covered in salmon
pink paper, with tie cards for 12 cavalry; officer on a
white horse; no lace.

#75 Chasseurs a Pieds containing charging figures
in service dress, with “Adrian” helmets. Three row,
compartmentalised display set with slots for 21 foot
figures, (or possibly 19 including a mounted officer in
1 row). The box contained foot and mounted officers
on the cantering horse, but there were far too many
figures for the box, so the precise contents of the
original set remain unclear.

Unnumbered sets

Infanterie b-sized figures Soldats de Plombs, de
toutes les Nations, de toutes les Armes

This box is again covered in salmon pink paper. The
stamped label (characteristic of others | have seen)
provides some clues to the original contents. The
word Infanterie is clearly legible but whether French or
some other nation is indiscernible. In the second line
is the start of what might be the word Tenue which
probably would have indicated the type of dress
(review order or service dress).The label also include
the words Modeles Déposés in capital letters as well
as Marque de Fabrique BL France (with two crossed
French Tricolores), plus Fabrication Francaise below.
This is a cut down version of the label in Figure 2
(as used for a single row standard set of 7 B-sized
figures). The box tray has punched tie holes for a set
of 10 foot figures, probably B-sized.
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Britains Paris Office Boxes and Set Numbers (Cont.)

A similar box lid (just over 20x15 cm and 2cm deep)
has the same label as the set #1404 example (just
under 11x6.5cm in size). Again this is covered in
salmon pink coloured paper. The label has no set
number printed, but the words Infanterie Serbe are
written in a neat hand on an applied label. Underneath
this label is another, now indiscernible, inscription!
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Figure 9: B-sized hox with generic BL Soldats de Plomb, de toutes les
Nations, de toutes les Armes

AAGC Soldats Articules, box lid only, the label simply
states “Composition no. 1”. The box lid is 40x30cm
while the label is 21x16cm. This is roughly the same
size as a box containing 12 Cuirassiers.

AAGC Soldats Articules, Infanterie de Ligne, 4 row
display box, containing Types of French infantry,
including a row of Chasseurs de Pieds, marching with
officers at the trail in greatcoats. This box includes
both the BL and AAGC trade marks as the AAGC logo
is overstamped with a label showing Marque BL. See
Figure 4 for the box label. The contents are simply
given as “Infanterie de Ligne”
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AAGC Soldats Articules,3 row Display Box for
“Ecossais” containing 24 box pack Gordon
Highlanders marching at the slope with officer and
oval based pipers. Tie cards are missing but the
silhouettes of punch holes indicate 8 figures per row.

AAGC Soldats Articules, 3 row Display Box for
“Marins” containing Matelots running at the trail and
a Matelot gun team. Tie cards are again missing but
the silhouettes of punch holes again indicate typically
8 figures per row.

AAGC Soldats Articules, 3 row Display Box entitled
“Composition no. 2”. It contains what at first appears
a rather odd combination of Cossacks, Zouaves and
Cuirassiers. According to the vendor this set had
been in the family since well before the start of WW
I. In 1905 the Tsar of Russia made a famous visit to
Paris. CBG produced a number of splendid display
sets to commemorate this, incorporating personality
figures and scenic accessories. Composition no. 2
appears to be the rather feeble attempt by Britain’s
Paris Office to compete with this!

Other AAGC types which have surfaced include a
small display set for “Boers” which includes a mounted
officer from the Boer cavalry set alongside the usual
Boer figure based on the valise pack marching
figure at the slope, and an even larger display set of
“Cuirassiers”.

Soldats en Metal Fondu labels

A further series of labels known to have been used for
Britains Paris Office output are in standard plain red
paper covered boxes. These simply contain the printed
words “Soldats en Metal Fondu”, and the initials WB
(for William Britain), but with no other trademarks or
logos. These boxes also feature a block with space for
the set title, or some other description. Typically, the
only other information included here is a cryptic word
or two such as “Revue” or “Dragons”, which does
not give away too much about what might have been
found inside originally! Two examples of boxes with
the label “Revue” both contained matching rows of 5
Chasseurs a Cheval and 5 Cuirassiers. According to
the French vendor these had been in the family since
the 1st World War.

Another label in this series, from a different set (and
from a different sized box) is simply labelled “Dragons”.
This was found with a group of 8 matching Dragons,
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including a trumpeter. A further set containing 6
figures is known, in this case just labelled with the
title “Cuirassiers”.

Other known boxed sets

Another quite large box with a “Whistock style”
illustrated label, has no set number, but from studying
the tie card, was probably designed for Infanterie de
Ligne, in service dress, in action. The box is covered
in Britain’s standard red coloured paper. The lid is just
under 36.5x 26¢cm, and 3cm deep. The printed label is
19x11cm. The tie card is for 20 foot figures, probably
in action poses for the arrangement of punched holes
(basically three rows). The illustrated label shows,
within an art nouveau frame, a poilu in service dress at
ease on the right hand side and various details of the
contents. The blue on buff (rather than white) printed
label proclaims SOLDATS DE PLOMB in large letters
with the BL crossed flag logo, plus (in much smaller
font) FABRICATION FRANCAISE. There is large block
for the set number to be stamped in (unfortunately left
blank) and another for the set name. The latter looks
like it might have once had a sticky label applied on
top. This has subsequently been removed (leaving
residual glue traces). The following has been added
by (probably a juvenile) hand: “Fantassins Francais”

et “hommes de Génie Francgais”. A small round
sticker indicates the set was retailed originally by the
Printemps department store for 9.90 Francs!

Undoubtedly the Paris Office also produced some
larger display sets in order to compete with CBG,
which distributed a huge range of large display sets.
The Maison Bail department store catalogue from
1907 shows a line illustration of a double layer display
set containing about 60 figures, mounted and on foot.
At least one example of this set is known to have
survived. It includes the main standard Britains French
sets issued in 1905 with some Paris Office variations
on that theme. The contents include 10 Cuirassiers; 5
Dragons; 5 Chasseurs a Cheval; Infanterie de Ligne
and Chasseurs a Pied en capote; Zouaves and Turcos!
Other even larger sets may have been produced - if
you know of one please let the author know!

Rob Wilson October 20th 2013

FABRRICATION
FRANBGAISY

Figure 10: BL SOLDATS DE PLOMB, illustrated label for three row display set
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% Rodden Heraldic Sculpture <

Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Your Choice of Pose and Coat of Arms

The King of France
Tournament Knight Late Fourteenth Century
50 mm Scale

The King of England he King of Norway
Tournament Knight Late Fourteenth Century Tournament Knight Late Fourteenth Century
50 mm Scale 50 mm Scale

Each Figure Signed and Dated by Brian Rodden

For More Information Contact:
Rodden Heraldic Sculpture , 142 Sligo Road, Rollinsford,
N.H. 03869. Tel and Fax 603-742-7480




Your one-stop shoy.

Yoy soldiers-new or old, plastic or metal, assempled or kit. Rare finds from shows &
trades. Finishing supplies, diorama & scenery accessories, military hooks & magazines.
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Pior truly unbeliey ahle deals

A store, a wepsite, a travelling show!!

UR STORE: Qur 7,000 sq. ft. store i5 located at 33 Exchange Street,
Malden, MA near the Orange Line Malden Center ‘T (subway) stop.

Vo We're just 10 minutes north of Boston, off Route -93.
' s, Store Hours: Mon-5at 10-6, Thurs until 8pm, Sun 12-5pm

TO PLACE AN ORDER:

By Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Phones are manned from 9:30-6:30, Mon-Fri, Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5
Online: www.hobbybunker.com By fax: 1-781-321-8866
By mail: Send your order to

Hobhy Bunker, Inc,, 33 Exchange Street, Malden, MA 02148

Free Shipping!

on all orders $100
or more (domestic,
until further notice)



Old Toy Soldiers and Eigures 1900-1939

Four Decades of Advertising

Old Toy Soldiers and Figures
1900-1939 - Four Decades of
Advertising is a unique record
of Toy Soldier advertising
from the World War 1 and pre
World War 2 Periods.

Old Toy Soldiers & Figures
1900 - 1939

Four Decades of British Advertising Complied oy Norman

complied by Norman Joplin and
Philip Dean, it illustrates many
advertisements never before

| available to Toy Soldier Collectors
| and is the result of over 40 years
of research by Norman Joplin

The CHARTERHOUSE
INFANTRY

|

|
ESENTRY BOX

1‘ SR

|
|
|
|
L

The book also illustrates many
individual rare single figures from
the period and concentrates on
over 30 manufacturers. Abel,
Australian Hollowcasts, B.M.C,
Chad Valley, Charterhouse,
Cheerio Manufacturing Company,

Crescent, EA Doran, Dunham
White, CF Eckhardt, Exella,
Faudel Phillips & Son, Fry, Erecto
Toy Company, Godschalk, Hanks
and Hanks Brothers and Sutton,
A J Holladay, John Hill/Johillco,
Kew, Laurie Hansen, Lord
Roberts Workshop, Marlborough
Manufacturing Company, Model
Toys, Oliver Harper, Pixyland
Manufacturing Company, Reka,
Richards Art Company, Renvoize,
Russell Manufacturing Company,

— Stoddarts, Wellington Toy n
Company, and G.W. Wood

Norman Joplin & Philip Dean

Price including shipping & packaging within the USA is-
Soft Cover $79.95 included Priority Mail or

$77.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.

Hard Cover $89.95 including Priority Mail or

$87.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.

While Britains are included to a
certain extent the main focus is
on the other makers of the period.
Volume 2 which will be available
in 2012 will concentrate solely

on Britains advertisements of the

To order or for availability in UK, Europe or ) same period and beyond.
the rest of the world please contact-Norman Joplin.

Email info@normanjoplin.com or telephone 262-692-3913 Note: this book is only available directly
from the authors, it will not be offered
by Amazon or via any cut price on line

merchant.

E

(Office hours Monday - Friday 8 am- 5 pm central time)
Or write enclosing check to
Norman Joplin, 535 Fir Street, Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021

ALL NEW IN FULL COLOR!
Regiments of All Nations

by Joe Wallis

Now available is the
hardcover, all color, revised
edition of the definitive
history of Britains Limited
lead soldier production
between 1946 and 1966.
With 415 pages and 500
close-up color photographs
even collectors who have
the previous paperback
edition will want to get this
enhanced version.

REGIMENTS OF
ALL NATIONS

Britains Limited
Lead Soldiers
1946-66

The text describes the
items produced in an
easy-to-use format with
color photos on the facing

the roster of military sets,

picture packs, and civilian lines (Farm, Hunt, Zoo, Circus, and
Racing Colors), including color schemes, the dates of production,
and changes in the composition of sets.

$60 USA/S70 Canada/$80 overseas; postpaid.
Get your autographed copy directly from the author
by sending a check or money order to:
Joe Wallis, P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203-3407.

e

Anfique Toy World Magdazin
The 0ld Toy Soldier of the foy world.
Published monthly for over 32 years.

One year U.S. subscripfions sfarfing af $§39.95. A

musi for foday’s collecior.
P.0. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

NOW BUYING
TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS
ANY SIZE SMALL or LARGE
CASH PAID

1-800-786-1888

Packaging and Pick Up Service Available

CRW INC
dba Trains Galore And More
2840 South 70th Street Suite 7-337
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506
ESTABLISHED 1988

WWW.TRAINSGALOREANDMORE.COM
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WANTED

OLD TOY CASTLES

CALL: PETER CLARK
[202] 544-3348

516 A STREET, S.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003

WRITE:

E-MAIL: psclark@verizon.net

AMERICAN DIMESTORE
Toy Soldiers & Figures

1oy Soldiers & Figures

y-.|

A Schiffer Book for Collectors

Reviewed in OTS Fall 2000. Signed copy on request.

650 color photos in 240 Available from:
page hardbound format. Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive
Streamwood, Illinios 60107
Telephone 630-497-1239
Email: dimestores@aol.com

$59.95 plus $3.50 book rate
or $6 by priority mail.

COMPOSITION
FIGURES OF BELGIUM

ORIGINAL CATALOG LIST OF
1940 & 1960 (15 FRENCH) AND
WITH ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS

INTRODUCTION BY
BERTEL RRUUN

170 pacits

over 600 rrotos
IN FULL COLOR ON
GLOSSY PAPER

SOLDIERS OF
MANY NATIONS

TARZAN

FPERSONALITIES

COWBOYS & INDIANS

SAFARI

ANIMALS & BIRDS

CIVILIANS

MOUNTIES

KNIGHTS & WARRIORS

CIRCUS

THE DURSO COMPANY

LUCIEN MARIS
ANTWERP
BELGIUM

EUROPE
Remit 45 Euro To:
Patrice Servais
4 Les Magnolias
4053 Embourg
Belgium
Email: servaispatricefaswing.be
PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING AND HANDEING

VINCENT J. RUSSO BERTEL BRUUN
WOODBURY, CONN, WESTHAMPTON, N.Y.
USA LA

USA & CANADA
Remit $49.95 (USF To:
V.J. Russo
PO, Box 1031
Woodbury, CT
Email: vindotti@erols.com

Qe £
0pR1et®

Since 1983

web: wmhocker.com  email: bill@wmhocker.org
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Inventory varies from time to time
and includes the following plus more:

CURRENT MAKERS: EARLY TOY SOLDIERS:

Britains Britains
Mignot Johillco
Alymer Composition
HM of Great Britain Dimestore
Hocker Blenheim
J G Miniatures Vertunni
King & Country Garibaldi

Figarti
Trophy

Visit website to view many more products!

BRUNTON’S BARRACKS
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401

928-717-1698

Email: pam@bruntonsbarracks.com
Webpage: www.bruntonsbarracks.com

W\ COlMp,...
%\"}“\}igureg””@

S forsae 7

Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval -
Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Contact:
Vin Russo
P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798
Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716
Email: vindotti@erols.com

G. Scott Morlan

Toy Soldiers for Sale
Free bimonthly listings of
Britains, Johillco & more...
boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian
sets and singles. Books too!
New Collection Just In!!

Lots of postwar boxed sets

Send for your listing today!
G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
949 574 9259
email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

20th ANNUAL

FLORIDA TOY SOLDIER
ACTION FIGURE, TOY &
COLLECTABLES SHOW
With Figure Painting Competition

SUNDAY, JANUARY 26, 2014 -9 AM
TO 4 PM
SCOTTISH RITES MASONIC HALL
2000 North D Street. Lake Worth. Florida

4 miles South of West Paim Beach Airport - 1-95 to Exit 64 / “10th Ave. North” -
East to D Street - North to 22nd / Base of White Water Tower)

Over 50 dealers offering thousands of military miniature, new and old,
action figures, St. Petersburg figures and related hobby items.

Admission: Adults $6.00 « under 12 Free
Table Rental - 6 foot table $45.00

For Information call:

954-699-6040 or 561-968-5571
Table rental e-mail: mskurda@ inbox.com

www.southfloridatoysoldier.com

$1.00 OFF WITH EACH PAID
ADMISSION WITH THIS CARD
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Lucotte

the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World

We stock the Book and virtually
EVERYTHING in it
Call for an appointment

to visit our showroom... we always buy
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat

Jack and Patrick Carleton
14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 « Fax: 314-567-3314
Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

First Legion e King & Country ® Monarch Regalia ® Rodden Historical

aai s Gollassabila

Toy Soldiers At Their Best

TIME PERIODS OFFERED

French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,

Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life

French Foreign Legion, Victorian Life
Present day combatants

Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets
Britains Archive & Ceremorial Collections
War Along the Nile

Tactical Scenes

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Rosedale, Beau Geste
Britains, Dorset GBE
Frontline, Fusilier,

RP World Models/Steadfast
Larson Toys, Alymer
Leddy & Slack

Little Lead Soldier
Marlborough, PNF
Tommy Atkins, Oryon
Prince August Molds
Irregular Miniatures
Wilson Edwards
Thomas Gunn

JG Miniatures

www.greenscollectables.com « e-mail: ma52557@aol.com
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ, 07834 . 973-627-4961
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MEMPHIS

Buying and Selling Metal Toy Soldiers

OLD and NEW metal toy soldiers represent-

ing many historical periods from the time of

Napoleon through World War I, including
the American Civil War.

Figures from such well known
makers as Britains (old & new), Imperial,
Edmunds, Hocker, and others.

* Write or email for periodic mail list.

* We buy old toy soldiers, Hocker and Imperial
collections, including Dimestores.

Permanent displays on sale at:

The Depot Antique Mall Sheffield Antiques Mall
709 North Lamar 684 West Poplar
Ox ford, MS Collierville, TN

Yarbro's Antique Mall
350 Carriage House Drive
Jackson, TN

Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net
688 Eaton Street  Memphis, TN 38120

Northcoast
Miniatures

Manufacturer of 54mm Metal Figures
at 3/8 in. Scale (or 1-32)

Civil War

figures, cannons, wagons

Victorian Village & Western Americana

figures, carousel, wagons

32-POUND SEACOAST GUN

Napoleonic Era

figures

Circus
wagons and clowns
in3/8in. Scale

Kazakh History

figures

o
PR
Ye i
Judiann & Bob 0’Connell * 7296 Oakmont Dr. * Santa Rosa, CA 95409
(707) 537-7620

e-mail: joconnell06@ comcast.net * website: 54mmtoysoldier.com
Catalog available for $1.50
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One of the most trusted names among collectors

Appraisals, .Co-l;sihgnme.hts, Resale

Britains, SAE,
Barclay,
Manoil, JoHill,
Elastolin,
Lineol, Heyde,
Mignot,Grey
Iron, Corgi,
Dinky Toys,
Solido...

Imperial, Tiffany,
Rose, Premier,
Alymer, Banners
Forward, Wall,
Tradition,
Ducal...

- Items offered are original in paint, casting,
without repair & no longer produced -

Showroom: Daily 11- 5 pm

250 West Broad St. (Rt .7)
Falls Church, Virginia 22046

Mail-Order: P.O. Box 6323
Falls Church, Virginia 22046

CountRpane@ aol.com
(703)-536-3064




ARMY MOL

Cast your own metal figures in 54 mm (1:32 scale) from
high quality, vulcanized rubber molds.
Cast hundreds of figures from each mold and

create your own dioramas with the ﬁgures
Men, horses, equipment -
everything needed to bring the
history of our great country to life!
TALIBAN
$13.99 each _

-8150 Taliban Leader All LIL ARMY molds are also
LA-8151 Junior Taliban Leader available as pre-cast, reé_ldy to
LA-8152 Taliban standing firing AK-47 assemble and paint Kkits in our

LA-8153 Taliban kneeling, firing AK-47 Each i Nc'll,L,l;;S I‘;IEN line. o
LA-8154 Taliban throwing grenade ach individual figure is $8.00.

We also carry a full line of painted toy soldiers including Black Hawk,
W. Britains, Collectors Showcase, East of India, Forces of Valor,
Frontline Figures, King & Country, Marlborough and Tradition of London.
See all our figures on our website: www.dutkins.com
or in our Painted Toy Soldiers catalog for only $8.00

FY - :_‘\. - - ‘ . L
awk Britains Collectors Showcase King & Country Tradition o 0nd0~

‘Black

Shipping Charges:

For UPS in the continental USA (No PO Boxes): Foreign orders: Global Priority Mail envelopes (to many
$10.00 for orders up to $50; countries) can accommodate up to 5 single molds ($13.99
$11.00 for orders of $51-$200; size) at a cost of $15.00. E-mail us for additional overseas
$12.00 for orders of $201-$300; shipping costs. Any customs/VAT charges are
$15.00 for orders over $300. the responsibility of the buyer.
For Talli:::t:’al;!ls‘;:l:,o[:ﬁ. a?:::is::ll: : r(g);:\ PO, New Jersey residents ONLY, please add 7% sales tax

CHECKS*MONEY ORDERS*VISA*%MASTERCARD*DISCOVER

Dutkins' Collectables

1019 West Route 70, Cherry Hill, N.J. 08002 PHONE: (856) 428-9559 FAX: (856) 428-9640
e-mail us at richd@dutkins.com and visit us on the web at http://www.dutkins.com
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The Old Toy Soldier Home

25 Years of Buying and Selling Toy Soldiers,
Old and New Britains, King and Country and more!

Shop 24-7 at oldtoysoldierhome.com « Phone: 760-758-5481

Visit by appointment onl

y: 1178 Patricia Circle » Vista, CA 92084
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@att.net

Consignments welcome

52

THE
TOY SOLDIER SHOP

or WASHINGTON, D.C.
503 1I™ STREET, §.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003

Specializing in the conversion of
your old Britains figures,
to your instruction; including color
parties, bands, artillery teams, etc.

~ALL PAINTED TO THE

HIGHEST STANDARD~
offering

toy soldiers
old and new

always
buying

collections

Neil Rhodes Proprietor

202 546 2201
TOYSOLDPIERSHOP.COM

SOLDIERS

) * ETCETERA ‘1&
g ==

Over 20 years of buying & Selling
Barclay, Manoil, Grey Iron,
& other dimestores & accessories

We issue 3 to 4 mail order catalogs a year of 500 to
600 top quality figures & vehicles

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: saleknal936@yahoo.com




HENRY RURTZ

Appraisals of Toy and Miniature Soldiers

Tel: (718) 796-2696, or email: henrykurtz@optonline.net

CONSULT US WHEN CONSIDERING
DISPOSAL OF YOUR COLLECTION

e We also purchase collections and individual items.

e Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining
the best way to dispose of it.

e Reliable and dependable; 30 years in the field of selling toy soldiers
(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)

For further information or to sell items contact:

HENRY KURTZ at (718) 796-2696 or email: henrykurtz@optonline.net
or write to

Henry Kurtz, 600 West 246th Street, #805, Riverdale, NY 10471

ARLEY L. PETT
ANTIQUES

Toy Soldiers and Civilians Arley L. Pett
Lead, Garden, Circus, Hunt, 12 Beach Road
Farm, RR and Zoo Figures Gloucester, Ma 01930

Military Vehicles and (978) 283-2612, Fax (978) 283-2496
Related items E-Mail APett92117@AOL.COM
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE
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BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the
highest prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtenay,
Vertunni, American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber,
French Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures.
Photographs will be required.

Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.
E-mail: Raytoys@aol.com. Fax: (412) 344-5273.
CALL: 1-800-349-8009

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also semi solid
Spenkuch and Muncklefigures wanted.
Please send photos to gisbert.freber@gmx.de

OLD BRITAINS TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS WANTED
Send descriptions, photos to:
Gary Miller, 114 Carlsan Spring Drive
Georgetown, KY 40324
millerfigs@speedbeam.com

WANTED
EARLY AND PREWAR BRITAINS
TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections.
Excellent condition or better.
Prefer boxed. Norman Rodriguez at
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED
Small Dimestore collections
Norman Rodriguez
MEMPHTOYSOLDIER@bellsouth.net
901-218-7046

Holger Eriksson Collectors Society Newsletter HE
Seeks information about the make-up
of these S.A.E. 30mm green-boxed sets of 6 pcs:
#ETV U.S. Army Television Combat Unit
#31M  Yugoslav Infantry marching 1957
#32A  Albanian Infantry action 1957
#32B Bulgarian Infantry action 1957
#121 Nigerian Infantry action 1957
#123 Mauritius Infantry action 1957
If you have one of these rare sets or a figure from a set,
Please contact Lou Sandbote at new address/phone:
Louis J. Sandbote
6060 N. Central Expressway, Suite 560
Dallas, TX 75205
or lou.sandbote@charter.net
Lou Sandbote 214-237-2990

WANTED
New to Like New, Great Book of Britains,
by James Opie paying $200 per copy
1-412-343-8733

WANTED WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better.
Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED

Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs.

Contact: Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words.
Submit ads to:

Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.

Fax (412) 344-5273
E Mail: raytoys@aol.com
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE
FOR SALE

Autographed book
Armies of the World, Britains Ltd. Lead Soldiers 1925-41 by Joe Wallis.
419 pages of detailed descriptions and photos of military and civilian items
in catalog number order and fully indexed. 2,200 copies already sold.
See website:
www.leadsoldierbooks.com.
$40 for U.S. delivery, Canada $50, Overseas $60 to Joe Wallis,
P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203. Or order from author on
Amazon.com or Amazon.co.uk.

The best in Britains, Dimestore and
German Lead. Call for free catalog.
412-343-8733

NEW ON WEBSITE:
Dinky planes, French ships and
Hornung trenches.
Most forts gone.
Ed Poole,
www.commandantminiatures.com

FOR SALE
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare
and unusual items. For free lists
email info@normanjoplin.com

FOR SALE
All sets from
IMPERIAL Productions,
NZ end-of-the-product line.
Counterpane Gallery.
703-536-3064 or
CountRpane@aol.com

FOR SALE
Hundreds of Imperial (MIB),
plus old Alymer; Blenheim;

Britains (old and new); Ducal;
Marlborough;
Tradition; Ron Wall;
Elastolin and more!
Send $3.00 (refundable)
for 42-page catalog:
Jack Paquette
2355 Parliament Square
Toledo, OH 43617
419-841-8131
Email: jackpaquette6@gmail.com

DIMESTORES FOR SALE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+
Barclay, Manoil, Grey Iron, and
others. Also buying Dimestores.
Send name and address for
next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane
Lebanon, PA 17042-9073
Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

FOR SALE
WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. MIB from large collection.
Some 1st editions.
Discount for multiple purchases.
Call or email for list.
Norman Rodriguez at
901-218-7046 or
nkrod@bellsouth.net

BELGIAN COMPOSITION
FIGURES FOR SALE
All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido -
NB - GJ, etc. All Series and Military
Western, Medieval - Circus, etc.
Inquiries welcome. Contact:
Vin Russo
P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT 06798
Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716
Email vindotti@erols.com

FOR SALE 1990s BRITAINS SETS
From large collection. Mint condition with boxes. Includes hard to find sets
such as airplanes, tank, AA truck, Naval armored car, elephant, Lawrence of
Arabia, etc, etc. Call or email for list. Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net
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T0Y SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2013-2014

November 22 - 24 - Friday - Sunday Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA. Important Early Britains from
the late Richard Appleby Collection with the George O. Gillespie Collection of Toy Soldiers and
Exquisite Additions. Contact Ray Haradin raytoys@aol.com 1-800-349-8009 or

Norman Joplin 262-692-3912 info@normanjoplin.com www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

2013

November 28th- Thursday Vectis Auctions Teeside England Contact Simon Clarke 011 44 1642 750616 email
admin@vectis.co.uk

December 5 - Thursday Bonhams Auctions, Oxford Contact Leigh Gotch +44 (0)208 963 2839
leigh.gotch@bonhams.com, James Opie +44 (0)208 963 2836 james.opie@bonhams.com,
Catalogues: +44 (0) 1666 502200 bonhams.com/collectors

2014

January 26th Sunday 20th Annual Toy Soldier Show. Scottish Rites Masonic Hall, Lake Worth, Florida.
Contact 561-582-6794

February 16th Sunday Woodville Plantation Hosts Military Miniatures Day. Contact Rob Windhorst
Email Rwindhorst19@comcast.net 412 221 0348.

March 9 - Sunday West Coaster Irvine Marriott California. Contact Woody or Bubba 760-758-5481.
www.oldtoysoldierhome.com

March Old Toy Soldier Auctions On Line only Auction Date to be announced
Contact Raytoys@aol.com 1-800-349-8009.

May 9 and 10 Friday Saturday 73rd M.F.C.A. Show and Mart. Valley Forge Casino Resort. King of Prussia PA
Contact www.mfcashow.com

June - Old Toy Soldier Auctions. The James A Henderson Collection. Date to be announced see preview in this
issue. Contact raytoys@aol.com or info@normanjoplin.com

August 30th Saturday Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn, Bloomsbury, London
Contact Adrian Little mercatortradingltd@gmail.com Telephone 01635 30535.

September 27 Saturday Old Toy Soldier Auctions BARGAIN ROOM. 10 am 4th Floor Hyatt Regency,
Schaumburg. Contact Raytoys@aol.com 1-800-349-8009 or Info@normanjoplin.com 262-692-3913

September 28 Sunday OLD TOY SOLDIER SHOW CHICAGO Hyatt Regency Woodfield, 1800 East Golf Road,

Schaumburg. OTSN’S 34th Year Contact Don Pielin 630-497-1239 or Steve Sommers 708-383-6525
Email dimestores@aol.com or www.toysoldiershow.com

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling,
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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WHEN NAPOLEON and his army invaded Egypt in 1798 he encountered some
fierce opponents among whom the Mamluks were said to be the most skillful
and fiercest of warriors. So impressed was General Bonaparte that he eventually

recruited a whole regiment of Mamluk cavalry into his own army.

Among KING & COUNTRY’S newest
“Napoleon In Egypt” releases are a fine
mounted Mamluk officer and a standing
“musketeer”. In addition there is also a
brand-new French standard bearer of the
9th. Demi Brigade of Infantry alongside a
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KING & COUNTRY HEADQUARTERS
Suite 2301, 23rd Floor, No.3 Lockhart Road,

Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel : (852) 2861 3450 Fax : (852) 2861 3806
E-mail : sales@kingandcountry.com

ey

dismounted “Guide” and a dramatic
2-man set showing the effects of
heat exhaustion under the blazing
Egyptian sun. Finally, on a lighter
note, there is the “Donkey Cavalier”,
a mounted infantryman, musket in
one hand, umbrella in the other.

SETTING THE SCENE

Creating ~the right setting to
place your figures in can sometimes
pose a problem... Not so with our
“Napoleon In Egypt” series. K&C
can supply all kinds of display
pieces such 'as tents, trees, monu-

ments...  even whole desert wvillages that
provide the perfect backdrop to any desert

diorama... See for yourself!

KING & COUNTRY SHOP
245, Pacific Place, 88 Queensway,
Hong Kong
Tel : (852) 2525 8603
Website : www.kingandcountry.com

. NEO22 Put them all together and
. experience the colour and spectacle
of this very unique series.

KING & COUNTRY

AUTHENTIC HAND-MADE HISTORY
Available around the world wherever fine
quality military miniatures are sold.

- ©2013 KING & COUNTRY

KINGS X
206 Alamo Plaza, San Antonio, TX 78205, USA
Tel : (210) 226 7000 Fax : (210) 226 7117
E-mail : sales@kingsx.com
Website : www.kingsx.com



Tradition of London Ltd

Traditional style soldiers for collectors.

2013 Christmas set Zulu War 1879 -
The British Army 24th Regiment of Foot

Officer, Sergeant, Two Privates, Officer Army Commissariat and Surgeon Army Medical Department

This special limited edition “Christmas 2013 Set” is only available during the year of issue.
The figures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously
hand-painted in gloss enamel, packed in our Red Boxes with foam.

Zulu War 1879
It was during the Zulu War of 1879 that the 24th Foot gained the most Victoria Crosses ever
awarded to any one unit at one time. Following the massacre of the regiment at Isandhlwana, a
Zulu impi descended on the mission station at Rorke’s DSrift held by some wounded and sick men
of the 2nd battalion. Despite the overwhelming force of Zulus they held the mission and at the end
of the day the Zulus withdrew having suffred crippling casualties.

Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents.
Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Hobby Bunker, Inc.
2121 S. Racine Avenue 1019 West Route 70 33 Exchange Street
Chicago . Illinois 60608 Cherry Hill . New Jersey 08002 Malden, MA 02148
Phone (312) 666 2800 Phone (856) 428 9559 Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866
Military Miniatures Julius Vesz
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 100 Front Street West
Wake . Virginia 23176 Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada
Phone (804) 776 6129 Phone (416) 362 0581

Tradition of London Ltd.,, www.traditionoflondon.com e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462



