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HOBBY NEWS
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Louis Sheldon Steinberg

Louis S. Steinberg, 86 years old, died
Monday March 13th, 2017, at Kaiser
Hospital in Woodland Hills, California.
He was born in Chattanoga Tennessee,
son of Max and Clara Steinberg. In his
youth he attended McCaullie Military
School. He went on to serve the U.S.
Coast Guard on the Voice of America
Ship during the Korean War.

In the mid 1950’s, traveling abroad
and while in Sweden, he met Parsla, a
beautiful ballet dancer with whom he
would spend the rest of his life. Back
in America, they married in 1956 in
Georgia, came to California for their
honeymoon and never left — staying to
raise three children in the San Fernando
Valley. Through the years, the love they
shared together was truly a blessing.
Every anniversary was shared by
dancing together to their favorite song,
As Time Goes By.

His career was primarily in Hollywood’s
entertainment industry, behind the
scenes managing operations of

Lou Steinberg’s Unique Dimestore
Conversions World War | Wounded.

studios and related events. He was
involved with the popular Soul Train
and while working at KTTV, a career

highlight was  landing the Norman
Lear account, initially bringing to the
studios and air waves All in the Family,
Maude, and Good Times. Later, he held
executive positions with Merv Giriffin
Inc., and Compact Video. In Addition,
he proudly served on the Los Angeles
Film Development Commission.

After a successful run in the
entertainment industry, he switched
gears and with his sons, opened a
retail family hobby store. In 1986,
Classic Hobbies & Toys opened in
Northridge and thrived for 20 years. It
was during this time, he developed a
strong passion for Toy Soldiers.

At first, his fascination drove him
to acquire a big collection of Toy
Soldiers. Next, he began to make his
own originals, privately referring to
these original masterpieces as what
should have been, or “shudabins”.

C=

With his raw talent, attention to detail
and drive for perfection on these little
original figurines, he became a Master
Soldier Sculptor. His precise works
have a natural Dimestore presence.
They shine with life, show feeling,
and are sprinkled with that identifiable
“Lou” style.

Soldiering and everything related to
this hobby, and everybody involved in
this hobby was what made him thrive.
He loved the hobby and especially
all of you guys. Examples are below of
some of Lou’s unique creations.

He is Survived by Parsla, his loving
wife of 61 years, his sons Michael and
Stefan, and his daughter Lisa. He is
also survived by Stefan’s six boy’s, his
wonderful grandchildren - Max, Luke,
Nick, Kurt, Josh, and Colten.

Rest in Peace — We love you and miss
you very much.

Lou Steinberg’s Unique
Dimestore Conversions
Sailor with Duffle Bag.

Lou Steinberg’s Unique Dimestore
Conversions World War | Military
Policeman with Baton.

Lou Steinberg’s Unique
Dimestore Conversions
Red Cross Ski Trooper.



HOBBY NEWS (Cont.

Soldiers of Greater Britain
By Joe Wallis

Soldiers of Greater Britain is the third volume of Joe Wallis’ in-depth history of Britains Limited Lead
Soldiers. It deals with the era between 1893 and 1924 when the firm developed the distinctive style and
quality that made Britains toy soldiers the most popular and recognizable in the world. This intensively
researched book answers questions about early mechanical toys, “ancient” Britains figures, sources
of their designs, accuracy of their models, the small-scale B Series, the little-known Paris Office, and
Fred Whisstock’s wonderful box labels. Soldiers of Greater Britain along with Armies of the World,
1925-1941 and Regiments of All Nations, 1946-1966 provides a thorough and authoritative record of
Britains traditional lead lines. See www.leadsoldierbooks.com.

SOLDIERS ¢ Features 782 close-up
OF GREATER color photographs placed in
BRIT AIN numerical order throughout

the text by the corresponding

S& @@ 4 set descriptions
Britains Limited ° Co.nt_ains 453 pages
Lead Soldiers providing: color schemes,
1893-1924 changes in the composition

of sets, cross references

to other sets with the same
figures, and the years during
which each set or item
appeared prior to 1925

¢ Includes a Company
History, a chapter of Basic
Identification Hints, a
Glossary, Appendices listing
sets made after 1924, and a
Topic Index

Joe Wallis is a noted authority, having written over 150 articles published
in the OId Toy Soldier Journal.

See ordering details ad in this issue.



BRITISH CAMEL CORPS REGIMENTS 1884
AND THE POSSIBLE BRITAINS CONNECTION
By Norman Joplin

This unpublished article was submitted to OTSN in 1984 by Colonel Donald R Pudney .
Lord of Hinderclay with additional, subsequent research by OTS magazine editor Norman Joplin.

As the under-bidder at the Len Richards Toy Soldier
Auction in London at Phillips Auctioneers in 1981, for
the very rare Camel Corps figure issued only in Britains
display set #131. | have, up to the time of writing this
article in 1984, failed to find another.

| have researched the possible connection between the
Britains figure and the actual Camel Corps regiment,
having noted James Opie’s comment in the auction
catalogue his assertion that the item possibly represented
a Royal Horse Guard (Blues and Royals as they were later
named).

The letter reproduced in this article from Lt. Colonel.
A.D. Meakin, Commander and curator of the Household
Cavalry Museum at Combermere Barracks, Windsor,
Berkshire outlines and explains to a certain degree the
story of the formation of the Camel Regiments in England
and Egypt, together with the possible inspiration for the
Britains figure.

The Centenary of the Household Cavalry took place in
1984, as was documented in “Acorn” the Regimental
Magazine of the Life Guards.

In the 1882 Campaign in Egypt, the 1st Life Guards,
2nd Life Guards and Royal Horse Guards each sent two
squadrons, mounted on their normal horses, and in the
process earned Battle Honours at Tel del Kebir in that
year.
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BRITISH CAMEL CORPS REGIMENTS 1884 (Cont.)

In 1884 due to the deteriorating
situation in the Sudan where
General Gordon was stationed at
Khartoum, The British Government
decided to form up an expedition
for his relief under the command of
Lord Wolseley (of Wolseley Helmet
fame).

The expedition was formed by
detachments from each of the
Cavalry Regiments* stationed in
England and Egypt. Comprising
a Heavy Camel Regiment, a Light
Camel Regiment, a Foot Guards
Camel Regiment and another from
British Infantry Regiments already
stationed in Egypt.

Each detachment consisted of
2 Officers, 1 Corporal Major, 4
NCOs, 1 Trumpeter and 38 men.
The regiment as a whole was
commanded by Colonel, the Hon.
R. Talbot of the 1st Life Guards,
Regimental Headquarters staff
and supplemented by Major Hon
C Byng, 1st Life Guards, Major
Earl Dundonald, 2nd Life Guards
and Major Lord A. Somerset,
Royal Horse Guards.

The U.K. element assembled at
Aldershot and sailed from England
in September 1884. On arrival
in Egypt they encamped at the
Pyramids then proceeded by train
to Asswan where they took over
their Camels.

The mind boggles at the likely
scene of the training camp in
Asswan, and in a lighter vein, the
initial association of footguards
with Camels must have been a
sight to see. The Cavalrymen
probably took to the Camels with
much greater ease.

Matters  deteriorated  quickly
following a slow boat trip up the
Nile river as they set off to dash
150 miles*™* across the desert to
relieve General Gordon without
even waiting for their baggage or
tents.

They reached the wells at Aber
Klea on 17th January 1895, and
encountered a very large force of
Arabs numbering some 16.000.
Forming quickly into a traditional
square they fought, in many
cases to the death. The British

THE ILLUSTRATED

R NEWS

General Gordon




BRITISH CAMEL CORPS REGIMENTS 1884 (Cont.)

Expedition sustained losses of 74 dead and
94 wounded ****,

News reached the troops that Khartoum
had fallen and General Gordon had been
killed Following skirmishes with the
Dervishers for three or four months the
British Government recalled the expedition
in May 1885 and abandoned the Sudan
until 1898 when Lord Kitchener returned to
avenge General Gordon.

It is possible that William Britain saw a
watercolour of the Camel Regiment painted
by Corporal Will Perry of the 2nd Life
Guards who took part in the campaign. The
Perry painting, as of 1984 was displayed in
the Household Cavalry Museum in Windsor
Berkshire.

The Camel Regiments, despite their
bravery. received no Battle Honour from
the expedition, presumably in view of the
small numbers involved, but on their return
to England on 14th July 1885,they were
personally welcomed home by Her Majesty
Queen Victoria and later received their
much deserved campaign medals. The
2nd Life Guards had the great distinction of
having their medals affixed to their tunics.

How | wish | had not decided that $500 was
more than enough for a bid on a single
figure and what a pity the fine figure was
only included in Set 131.

Editors notes.

**In both the Letter from Lt Colonel A.
D. Meakin and the article by Colonel
Pudney stating that the Camel Regiments
detachments were formed from each
Cavalry Regiment serving in the British
Isles, it must be assumed that this indicates
Household Cavalry Regiments only.

***Presumably all on Camels.
***Camel Regiment Casualty details. 10
Officers and 92 men died either in action of

because of disease.
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BRITISH CAMEL CORPS REGIMENTS 1884 (Cont.)

A \ /753 S

Curator : Lt.COI.A.D..MeakiH.

Asst., Curator : Telephone: WINDSOR 68222 Ext. 203

COMBERMERE BARRACKS, WINDSOR, BERKS

3rd May 1984.

Dear Colonel Pudney,

Thank you for your letter of 27th April which
has been passed to me.

In the 1882 campaign in Egypt, the 1lst Life Guards,
2nd Life Guards and Royal Horse Guards sent out two Squadrons
from each Regiment to participate in the campaign and they took
part in the celebrated "Moonlight Charge at Khassassin"., and
each Regiment bears the Battle Honour of Tel el Kebir and
Egypt 1882, Tor this campaign they were mounted on their
normel horses which they took with them to Egypt.

In 1884 a Heavy Camel Regimert was formed and this
included detachments from each Cavalry Regiment serving in the
British Isles., The Command of this Regiment was ertrusted to
Colonel lon R. Talbot of the lst Life Guards and the HQ staff
mainly consisted of men of the 1lst Life Guards, 2ni Life Guards
and Royal Horse Guards. This was not granted as a Batthe
Tonour to the Regiments of the Household Cavalry, presumably
in view of the small numbers involved, although the personnel
of the Regiments concerned received the appropriate medal.

In our last edition of the Regimental Magazine an article

was published, and I enclose herewith a copy with the details
on page 46. The photograph is of a water colour which we
hold in our Museum, and which was painted by a Cpl in the

2nd Life Guards who took part in the campaign - a Corporal
Will Perry.

I hope that the enclosed information will cover the
points you require, but if there is any further information you
require, please l=t me know.

Your:s sinperely,

Colonel 1.R. Pudney,
Pernanent Secretary,
The Cabinev O0ffice,
Hamilton 5 - 24,
BER!UDA,




0Ce8st SOLDIERS ON PARADE

FEATURING THE BETTY WUHEELER CILILIAN COLLECTION

AND ADDITIONAL PROPERTIES INCLUDING EXCEPTIONAL MILITARY TINPLATE VEHICLES

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
P.O. Box 13323
Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733
Fax 412-344-5273
raytoys@aol.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

] facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

[3 @oldtoysoldier
() @oldtoysoldier
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Britains #1645
King & Country #BBG008 Camouflage Britains Set #161 Boy Scouts King & Country #AF011 U.S.A.F.P-47  walt Disney’s Goofy

Elephant Tank Estimate: $250-$300 Estimate: $800-$1200 Thunderbolt Estimate: $175-$250  Estimate: $1600-$2000

Imperial #H2 Cameron Highlanders in Egypt Rarity Kibri Braunes Haus Lineol Britains Assorted Footballers
Estimate: $600-$800 SA Attention Estimate: $700-$900 Estimate: $500-$600

Britains Set #1620 Royal Marine Light Infantry Britains Set #4MG Miniature Gardening Set Britains Set #91 U.S. Infantry at Ready
Estimate: $500-$800 Estimate: $300-$400 Estimate: $700-$800

Hausser Scarce Supply Truck Field Kitchen Lineol Kubelwagen with PAK Cannon Britains Set #1413 British Police Car Karl Bub Large Mortar Remote
Estimate: $500-$700 Estimate: $600-$800 Estimate: $800-$1200 Battery Fired Estimate: $200-$400
10



AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.

Britains #1513 Volunteer Corp Motor Ambulance Prime Mover by Hellemeister Germany Britains #1514 Corporation Motor Ambulance
Estimate: $1200-$1800 Estimate: $1500-$2000 Estimate: $800-$900
Britains Set #155 Railway Station Staff Britains Uncatalogued Early Salvation Britains Set #60F Six Wheel Lorry Elastolin German Bass Drum Pulled by
Estimate: $400-$600 Army Estimate: $400-$600 Estimate: $1200-$2000 Dog Cart Estimate: $80-$160
. ¥
A :
Lineol Camouflage 88 Cannon with Lineol Kubelwagen with PAK Cannon Britains Set #1315 Salvation Army Band
2 Caissons Estimate: $300-$500 Estimate: $600-$800 Estimate: $2500-$3500

Lineol Motorcycle Tin Wheels Hausser Motorcycle Sidecar Hausser Truck with Hausser Scarce US Motorcycle
US Soldiers with Flag with MG US Soldiers AA Gun Motor Lights with Light and Morse
Estimate: $150-$250 Estimate: $150-$250 Estimate: $1000-$1500 Estimate: $400-$700

Scarce Lineol Ambulance Rubber Rare Lineol Armored Car Rubber Tires Rarity DUX Junkers Ju-87 STUKA Lineol Medical Tent with 8 Medical
Tires Lights  Estimate: $1500-$2500 with Driver Estimate: $1500-$2000 Dive Bomber Estimate: $450-$650 Figures Estimate: $80-$120
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OLD TOY SOLDIER and FIGURE SHOW (UK]

SATURDAY 9th OF SEPTEMBER 2017

Holiday Inn London - Bloomsbury
Coram Street, London

WC1N 1HT

The Turner and Booker Suites

(Only 2 minutes walk north of Russell Square
Underground Station and 1 minute east of
the Royal National Hotel)

ADMISSION £5
Entry to the PUBLIC - 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Early Bird entry from 6:30 AM - £ 15

For further ¢ =St €
details contact: PUBLIC

. . 10: -4
Adrian Little DRSO M - 400 TM
Telephone: 01635-30535 early bird entry
e-mail: info@mercatortrading.com from 6:30 AM

£ 15
{ -

Show Sponsored By
Old Toy Soldier Magazine
and Old Toy Soldier
Auctions USA

This is a dateline show for old toy soldiers and figures, pre 1980 vintage




CTSS’ 37th
CHICAGDO
TOY SOLDIER SHOW

Sunday, September 24, 2017

10 am to 3:30 pm $8 Admission

MEET DEALERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD!

AMERICA’S INTERNATIONAL TOY SOLDIER SHOW

Soldiers, Farm, Circus and Zoo, Old and New Figures
Hyatt Regency Woodfield
1800 East Golf Road, Schaumburg, Illinois

Show Information: Roger Garfield
1716 Rivermont Ave., Lynchburg, VA 24503
847-567-5355 email:roger@chicagotoysoldiershow.com
Dealer Information and more: www.chicagotoysoldiershow.com
On Facebook visit: Chicago Toy Soldier Show

15



16"™ ANNUAL TOY SOLDIER SHOW

VIRGINIA WAR MUSEUM
MAY 20, 2017 9AM-4PM

Vendors Selling Antique & Modern Toy Soldiers in
Galleries Alongside Artifacts from the American
Revolution Through Operation DESERT STORM

Door Prize Drawings Throughout the Day

Wargames in Miniature for Kids of All Ages

Minutes from Williamsburg and Virginia Beach

9285 Warwick Blvd.
Newport News, VA 23607
(757) 247-8523

ELASTOLIN DIORAMAS 1913-1960

This book is already the 2nd photo guide on HausserElastolin show-
room dioramas. Represented are many of never before published
original photographs of dioramas built for Hausser/Elastolin in the
troubled penod between 1913 and 1960, The documentation’s themes
are ranging from military scenes and polilical events via zoological
highlights and Wikd West lopics fo certain examples of the early post-
war pericd. The editars were able to share their treasure of high quality
old original black-and-white photographs with the readers community
on quite a high quatity standard and added also some more recent BUNI(ER

photographic documentations, 112 pages, hardcover, 21 x 30 cm, * *

price 39.00 Euro plus postage: within Gemany 3.00 Euro; 5.00 Euro .‘ 1 Ny -'
within the EU; Non-EU and World covering the real posting costs. — INC, —

50 80c 210567 10508 s o Genany 1ol 0% 2040 || 33 EXCHANGE ST, MALDEN, MA . 781-321-8855

Fax: +48 30 398 48 166 - Email: redaktion@figuren-magazin.de i Y HNKER e ""’tl‘

\ Internet: www.figuren-magazin.de )
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The World's only

AUCTION HOUSE 0> g’ i
dedicated exclusively to ﬁi

TOYSOLDIERS AUCTIONiilish

We produce the finest quality catalogs,

available online or in print.
The most competitive seller’s commissions in the industry.
We consistently produce the best result for our consignors.
Collectors - make sure you are on our mailing list.
Sellers - make sure you contact us when it is time to sell.

View next auction, purchase catalogs or research our extensive online archive
oldtoysoldierauctions.com
£ Iﬁ!e Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A. « P.O. Box 13323 « Pittsburgh, PA 15243
clioneers Ray Haradin 412-343-8733 - 1-800-349-8009 - Fax 412-344-5273 . raytoys@aol.com
- otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com - www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com
Kl facebook.com/oldtoysoldier [ @oldtoysoldier (@ @oldtoysoldier

Youlllil] Subscribe to our channel - Toy Soldiers, Antiques & Collectibles!
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SPRINGS, CAMS, CRANKS & SPROCKETS
A SURVEY OF 19TH CENTURY MECHANICAL MOTION TOY SOLDIERS
By Earl Jorgensen

Patentirr '|I .'n
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sich - auf
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(Above) 1. An illustration of a hand powered toy soldier drill frame (Photo
by author). (Right) 2. A painted metal soldier silhouette from a broken 19th
century mechanical toy soldier motion toy (Photo used with permission of
Pook & Pook with Noel Barrett).

What exactly are 19th century mechanical motion toy
soldiers and how do they differ from the early 20th
century toy soldier drill frames previously described
in the Spring 2016 issue of Old Toy Soldier?' The early
drill frames were appliances that were specifically
designed to provide uniform movement to small
groups of lead toy soldiers which allowed them
to imitate basic military drill maneuvers. Five such
appliances were commercially produced in the early
20th century and all required human hands to push,
pull or slide them over a flat surface to power their
movement. In contrast, 19th century mechanical
motion toy soldiers relied on simple combinations
of springs, cranks, cams, levers, never-ending belts,
cords and chains, sprockets, worm-screw drives and
even toy music boxes to generate specific repetitive
motions. Only a few examples of these toys are
known to have survived and they are highly prized
by specialty collectors but are virtually unknown
in today’s community of toy soldier collectors.
Their story represents an interesting period in the
development of our hobby.

In 1796 a Swiss clockmaker produced the world’s
first mechanical music box which utilized a small,
comb-shaped arrangement of pre-tuned steel
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strips. Each strip was sized to produce a specific
musical pitch when plucked by pins set in place on
a revolving cylinder. The cylinder could be powered
either directly by a hand crank or by a spring which
was wound-up by a hand crank. Woodcarvers from
the Erzgebirge region of Germany soon started
to combine their hand-carved mechanical motion
toys with small toy music boxes. Early engraved
illustrations of such toys can be found in the children’s
section of the 1803 “Crafts and Other Useful Things”
catalog published by the Nuremberg firm of Georg
Hieronimus Bestelmeier. They depict figures placed
on box-shaped bases with small cranks which are
described as “mechanical” and “clockwork.”

Today such mechanical motion toys are generally
referred to as Erzgebirge toys. Noted toy historian
Constance King refers to such toys as “automata of
the most basic kind...The majority of them perform
simple actions such as lifting their arms, movements
that are controlled by wires and cords...a simple
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3. An Erzgebirge-type Rearing Horses motion toy, circa 1840’s (Photo used with permission of www.auctionauction.com)

mechanism concealed in a box with a small crank
on the side which sets the figures and, sometimes,
music in motion.”?

If you are interested in learning more about Erzgebirge
toys the complete 1840-1842 catalog of Louis &
Eduard Lindner can be seen on the website of the
Victoria and Albert Museum in London?® and a video
“German Toys in America” produced by the Abby

Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Museum can be viewed
on You Tube.

A variety of mechanical toy soldier motion toys was
manufactured in Europe during the 19th century.
Each had its own unique combination of materials
and components creating more complicated and
elaborate presentations of marching toy soldiers but,
much like the Erzgebirge motion toys that preceded
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5. A modern replica of a 19th century mechanical toy soldier marching machine (Photo used with permission of Rob Wilson).

them, their movements remained basic, pre-
determined and usually (but not always) activated by
a simple crank. Based on photos and descriptions
of surviving examples it is possible to gain a basic
understanding of how they worked.

Cranks were essential components in both early
clockwork and non-clockwork (hand-powered)
mechanical toy drive mechanisms but served a
different purpose for each type of mechanism.
The non-clockwork mechanism was powered
directly by turning the hand crank. Each rotation

produced a single repetitive motion. The speed of
the motion was determined by how fast the crank
was turned and the motion could be reversed by
simply turning the crank in the opposite direction.
The type of motion produced was determined by the
components used in the mechanism. As seen in the
accompanying photos, hand-powered mechanical
drive mechanisms powered many types of 19th
century mechanical motion toy soldiers.

The Erzgebirge rearing horse mechanical toy pictured
in photo 3 was offered on the Live Auctioneer site

v, Hessteer, Marschiemiasching: ,Grenadmng im
Marsch", E0mm Flguren uad .Marschiermasching”
(Replika). Horaragander sinzedn gelertigher Nochbuau
ainar allen Spisfmaschine. (H10 x % LSO crn} Cie
Soldaten  marschbaren und drehan sich” durch ging
Handkubgl, Ein sallenes Sammberstlick?, Prewlen, 1760,
20 Taile [ [Bikf]

M B0IE0 EOS.00 E

6. A 2011 Ettlinger-Zinnfiguren catalog illustration showing the mechanical marching machine (Scan courtesy of Bernhard Schwarz).
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7. A second example of a modern replica toy soldier mechanical marching machine
(Photo used with permission of Dieter Schwarz).

in 2008. It was produced in a variety of sizes and
configurations. Based on the high quality carving
and painting it likely was produced during the first
half of the 19th century in Germany. A wooden drive-
shaft can be seen protruding from the front of the
box along with the disconnected crank handle. Each
turn of the crank pulls the rear legs of a row of horses
down into the box which causes the front legs to rise
in a rearing motion. The next turn repeats the motion
in the next row. Another version with four rows of
horses was offered on the same site in 2010. Neither

M. T

of the accompanying descriptions made any mention
of a music box component.

The mechanical tin soldier toy pictured in photo 4 was
recently offered on the eBay USA internet auction
site. The toy originally contained a row of six tabbed
tin figures standing on small circular tin bases with
a flat hand crank centered in the rear. It is unmarked
and was likely produced as an early penny toy. Each
rotation of the crank causes the row of soldiers to
uniformly perform a simple about-face motion.

L

8. A side view of the original damaged toy soldier mechanical marching machine showing the brass plaque, wind key,
worm-screw drive and figure mount mechanism (Photo used with permission of Dieter Schwarz).
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9. An overhead view of the original damaged toy soldier mechanical
marching machine. Note the metal music box mounted near the
bottom of the left side and the worm-screw drive mechanism
(Photo used with permission of Dieter Schwarz).

The mechanical marching machine pictured in photo
5 is a rare example of a more complicated toy soldier
motion display that is powered by the simple hand
crank. The toy is unusual in that it both utilizes actual
cast lead toy soldiers and also is a modern replica
from the workshop of Dieter Schwarz at Ettlinger-
Zinnfiguren.* It replicates a badly damaged original
mechanical toy believed to have been produced
in France around 1880. The only known photos
of the original toy are those taken by Mr. Schwarz
in preparation for building his replica which he
graciously provided for this article along with a
detailed explanation of how the toy worked. It should
be noted that the original toy marching machine toy
contained only sixteen lead figures. Mr. Schwarz
intentionally added an extra row of four figures to
distinguish the replica from the original.
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Based on his observations we know that the toy bore
no makers mark but, as seen in photo 8, had a small
oval brass plate marked with the words “BREVETE”
(patent) and “DEPOSE” (registered) separated by
four numbers which may or may not read 3.9.8.2.
In either case, the corresponding patent could not
be found. The photo also shows a small ring crank
which powers a separate clockwork music box
mounted on the lower left inside panel. According to
Mr. Schwarz, it plays a selection of “French march
music”. Photos 9, 10 and 11 show the hand cranked
iron worm-gear drive mechanism and raised trays
mounted on an iron plate which hold the toy soldiers
in place as seen from above, side and front.

How does it work? As with any hand cranked motion
toy, each rotation of the crank produces a simple
repetitive motion. In the case of the mechanical
marching machine a continuous rotation of the crank
would cause the sixteen soldiers to slowly “march”
forward. When they can no longer move forward the
crank activates gear wheels mounted beneath the
raised trays of each individual toy soldier. The next
rotation of the crank causes the figures to uniformly
turnabout and when the direction of the crank is
reversed, the soldiers “march” back. “Soldiers
march, guards change and the music tinkled forth”.®

It should be noted that in 1892 the firm of Gebrlder
Marklin also produced a prototype design of a hand
cranked mechanical motion toy soldier marching
machine depicting an 1892 American western fort.
An image of this one-of-a-kind toy soldier mechanical
motion toy can be seen on the back cover of Mérklin:
Militarspielzeug aus Blech by Dr. Ing. Otto Hdllerer.

The function of the hand crank changes in clockwork
powered drive mechanisms. It is often found in the
form of a ring or small key and only serves to wind
the spring which powers the drive mechanism.
Clockwork power also provides a distinct advantage
over the hand crank. When combined with a balance
wheel the rate at which the spring releases its energy
can be regulated into a prolonged, even flow of power.
Depending on the size of the spring a 19th century
mechanical motion toy could provide movement for
an extended period of time.
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10. The original damaged toy viewed from the side (above) and (right)

11. from the front.
(Photos used with permission of Dieter Schwarz).

Unlike the previously described examples, the 1895
#1244 Marklin Metal Toy Soldier Carousel Castle
pictured in photo 12 is well documented and at least
four examples are known to have been listed on
internet auction sites. A description from the 1895
Marklin catalog refers to the castle as a “clockwork
metal fort with music and turntable.” It is also a
very impressive example of a clockwork powered
mechanical toy soldier motion toy. The carousel

12. The Mérklin Tin Castle or Fortress which featured a revolving toy
soldier carousel (Photo used with permission of the RSL Auction Co).

castle was first produced by the firm of Ludwig Lutz
in 1885. The firm of Gebriider Marklin purchased the
firm in 1891 and simply added the Lutz design to
their production catalog.

How did it work? A 2006 auction listing noted the
presence of the original music box that accompanied
the marching soldiers. An 1895 Marklin catalog
illustration (photo 13) shows a small hand crank
on the lower left side of the castle which likely
powered a music box while a second clockwork
drive mechanism provided the power for a revolving
ring “around which troops of the player’s choosing
could parade.”® “The ring consisted of a rotating
disc placed under a fixed, somewhat smaller disc.
The combination provided a small revolving carousel
surface upon which the soldiers marched “round
through the opening on one side, through the castle
and out the opening on the other side.””

The next example is technically not a mechanical
motion toy but rather a unique example of what the
French refer to as “tableaux mouvementés” (photo
16). It also represents a 19th century clockwork
drive mechanism which powers a “melodious music
box activated by the same mechanism that propels
the soldiers.”® Such tableaus were often specially
designed to commemorate a specific event. This
tableau was listed in a 2012 internet auction as a
“Soldiers on Parade Automation” and was described
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13. An image of the castle from the 1895 Mérklin catalog. Note the hand crank at the lower left side (Scan courtesy of Bernhard Schwarz).
14. A Mérklin castle showing the rotating carousel area in more detail (Photo used with permission of Landenburgerspielzeugauktion).

as follows: “Opening this embossed paper covered
and fringe trimmed box reveals a painted wood
parade ground in the bottom half while the lid
presents a colorful lithographed panorama of three
enclosed viewing stands filled with spectator and
surmounted by waving French flags and pennants.”®
A second description including a photo can be found

T .
R Ly e

15. Toy soldiers marching on the rotating ring of a
Mérklin castle replica produced by Ettlinger-Zinnfiguren.
(Photo used with permission of Dieter Schwarz).
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in the Spilhaus book which refers to the tableau as
“Napoleon lll and the Parading Zouaves”, circa 1860.
It provides a few more details including that “It was
also possible to identify the Emperor and some of his
ministers by comparing the faces in the hand painted
background with pictures in books.”°

The New York Times, Sept. 7, 1862, described such
an event: “A Grand Review held in Paris on August
14, 1862. 80,000 French troops passed in review
before the Emperor accompanied by the Empress,
Prince Imperial and Prince Napoleon.”'" Napoleon Il
reigned from 1852 to 1870 and such reviews were
annual events. The tableau was likely created to
commemorate one of them.

How does it work? According to the auction
description the tableau was powered by “a complex
clockwork driven chain mechanism which moved
the massed and beautifully lithographed tin soldiers,
marching and on horseback, wending their way
along a circuitous route before the grandstands.”'?
The Spilhaus book describes the motion as “an
endless chain following an intricate path around five
sprocket wheels.”"?
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(Above) 16. A simple wooden box that opens into the (Right) 17. “Napoleon IlI
and the Parading Zouaves” tableau. Note the single winding key indicating the
both the music and motion components are powered by a single clockwork
device. (Photos used with permission of Pook & Pook with Noel Barrett).

A second example of a tableau mouvementés was
found on the Getty Images website under the title
“Automated Battle Scene Mechanical Toy.” It portrays
a Franco-Prussian War battle field with two toy lead
soldiers armies doing battle on a well decorated
slotted surface which allows both armies to advance
and retreat. As with the previously described tableau
it features colorful hand painted battle scene on the
inner surface of the lid which also includes small
fortifications located on each of the rear corners for

the toy soldiers to defend. An image can easily be
accessed by a simple Google search for “automated
battlefield toy”.

The finale example of a mechanical toy soldier motion
toy is pictured in photo 20. It was also listed in a 2012
internet auction and differs from all of the previously
described examples in that it is not powered by a
crank. The listing described it as “A squadron of 19th
century costumed French soldiers made of primarily

18. A detailed photo of the tableau showing the painted metal silhouette figures and

their slotted paths (Photo used with permission of Pook & Pook with Noel Barrett).
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19. A detailed view of the hand painted tableau background.

(Photo used with permission of Pook & Pook with Noel Barrett).

painted sheet steel that are mounted on three
moving armatures encased in wood which, by some
mechanical means, would impart marching action...
Uncertain as to origin or how (they were) originally
used...A museum quality heavy steel base has been
crafted for display.”* In his book Lead Soldiers &
Figurines, Marcel Baldet also describes “articulated
soldiers in silhouette cut from sheet metal and
painted”'® along with a photo of a nearly identical

toy which retains its original base intact. The text
provides a detailed description of the mechanical
drive mechanism. “The articulated subjects are
caused to march by a set of rods connected to
toothed wheels of a diameter slightly greater than the
thickness of the wood base.”'® How does it work?
The articulated legs move up and down in a marching
motion when the toy is pushed by human hands.

20. An early mechanical motion toy with articulated painted metal soldier silhouettes and has no crank mechanism.
(Photo used with permission of Pook & Pook with Noel Barrett).
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21. Another view of the articulated painted metal silhouette marching toy soldiers.
(Photo used with permission of Pook & Pook with Noel Barrett).

Photos of similar hand driven articulated mechanical
motion toys depicting an impressive mounted figure
of Napoleon Ill and a group of six Chinese Infantry can
also be viewed in the following cited publication.'”
The examples are believed to be of French origin

and were produced during the 1860’s. Based on the
precision, detail and overall quality of workmanship
it is unclear whether the mechanical motion devices
were intended as children’s playthings or as
presentation pieces.
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RMY MOLDS

Cast your own metal figures in 54 mm (1:32 scale)
from high quality, vulcanized rubber molds

LA-2934 *

. }:
s \g =
LA-2903 LA-3360 . Y LA-EQIS8 LA-2901 LA-2900
WORLD WAR 11
LA-2903 British Flamethrower $14.99
LA-3360 Mechanic $14.99 /
LA-EQI18 Sign Post $21.49 '
LA-2900 British Paratrooper Officer $14.99 .
LA-2901 British Para sergeant $14.99 -
LA-2902 British Para radioman $14.99 . f
LA-2903 British Flamethrower $14.99 -
LA-2930 Officer $14.99
LA-2931 Paratrooper $14.99 LA-2932
LA-2932 Firing Bazooka $14.99
LA-2933 Firing rifle $14.99
LA-2934 Kbneeling firing Thompson SMG $14.99 " " | _
LA-2935 Throwing grenade $14.99 n 14 ' I 3
LA-2936 US Paratrooper radioman $14.99 - i
LA-2937 US Paratrooper standing firing —
Thompson SMG $14.99 o~ _
gy |

Cast hundreds of figures from each mold and create your own dioramas
with the figures. Men, horses, equipment - everything needed to bring the history of our great country to life.

All LIL ARMY molds are also available as pre-cast, ready to assemble and paint Kits in our
MILL'S MEN line. Each individual figure above is $8.00.

[FEVAFEL] You only stop for a full line of
M VISA painted toy soldiers:

Shipping Charges:

$11.00 for orders up to $50; *Britains
$12.00 for orders of $51-$200; #King & Country
516,00 for arders over $300. da PRCEVER | *Tradition of London
$16.00 for orders over $300. accepte

*The Collectors Showcase

Foreign orders, please write for shipping costs
New Jersey residents ONLY, please add 7% sales tax

Dutkins' Collectables

1019 West Marlton Pike (Rte. 70), Cherry Hill, NJ 08002 PHONE: (856) 428-9559 / FAX: (856) 354-5177
ORDER TOLL FREE: PHONE: (800) LIL-ARMY [800-545-2769]
e-mail us at richd@dutkins.com and visit us at http://www.dutkins.com
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FI Mercator Trading
Buy online...
www.mercatortrading.com
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Probably the best vintage figure website in the World.
B The uncommon figures B The widest range of makers
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AUCTION REVIEW

Germain Toy Soldier Collection - Auction 31 - February 26th 2017
OLD TOOIDIER
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 BRITAIN !.

AUCTIONS USA

0ld Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
P.0. Box 13323
Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733
1-800-349-8009 | JAMES OFIE
Fax 412-344-5273 |
otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

100 YEARS OF BRITAINS TOY SOLDIERS

Lot 122 The Great Book Of Britains by James Opie $140

Lot 1079 GBE Toy Soldiers British Naval Boat $150

Lot 213 Britains WWI Royal Artillery Limber #17869 Lot 86 Hocker No. 64 Band of the 7th Rajputs Band
British Royal Artillery Limber $225

of the 7th Rajputs $200
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Lot 1042 Blenheim Sets C13 & C14 17th Lancers $275 Lot 1019 Britains Changing of the
Guards Set No. 1555 $500

Lot 1057 Soldier Center Set No.10 Horse drawn
Hansom Cab $225

Lot 1072 All the Queens Men Imperial Germany Sets $225

Lot 1066 Elephant Gun Team at the Walk $225
= Ray Haradin Norman Joplin Joe Saine
' 412-343-8733 « 1-800-349-8009 262-692-3857 419-662-8697
N ffloneers Fax 412-344-5273 « raytoys@aol.com otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com jos@josephsaine.com
30 ) [Ei facebook.com/oldtoysoldier — [d @oldtoysoldier (@ @oldtoysoldier



AUCTION REVIEW

Toy Armies - The Norman Joplin Collection - Auction 32
April 7th, 8th and 9th, 2017
QLD TOLSOLD[FR

Th | o . ° iy ' I ;. F |‘-L_.J|.;I"|‘:'-I :

AUCTIONS USA |[™*F ——— -
0ld Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A. Lot 3079 Cherilea Very RARE Space Set in Original Box $950
P.0. Box 13323

Pittsburgh, PA 15243 -
412-343-8733
1-800-349-8009
Fax 412-344-5273
S

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com Lot 3086 Johillco RARE Speed Skaters $600

2

Lot 3064 Britains Exceptionally Lot 3029 Wendal Zoo Elephant ride $850 Lot 3009 Britains
RARE Mickey Mouse $3500 Village Idiot $450

.

Lot 3035 Johillco Garden, Greenhouse, Bridges, Pond Swans,
bullrushes, flags, iris, and trees, and weeping willow. $600

Lot 3088 Johillco Women’s League
of Health and Beauty $550

i

Lot 3264 Taylor & Barrett Exceptionally Lot 3100 Johillco Fire Engine itoi
RARE Zoo Visitors At tea $1000 and Crew $750 Lot 3056 Britains Cadbury Cococubs $650
S Ray Haradin Norman Joplin Joe Saine
l (=] 412-343-8733 «» 1-800-349-8009 262-692-3857 419-662-8697
loneers Fax 412-344-5273 « raytoys@aol.com otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com jos@josephsaine.com

i facebook.com/oldtoysoldier [3 @oldtoysoldier (@ @oldtoysoldier 31
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Lot 3117 Timpo Ireland Irish Jaunting Lot 3167 Segal, Phillip Little Red Lot 3127 Charbens Jack’s Band $650
Cart and Dancer $750 Riding Hood Set $475

- o

Lot 3141Johillco Exceptionally RARE Indian Lot 3149 Crescent School Room $500 Lot 3153 Crescent Barber Shop $600
Brave With spear on Piebald Horse $650

Lot 3074 Johillco Exceptionally
RARE King Neptune $600

Lot 3160 Charbens Exceptionally RARE Express
Dairy Horse drawn Milk cart $1200

Lot 3129 Taylor and Barrett Negro Jazz Band $700

Lot 3191 Grey Iron American Family - -
at the Beach $800 Lot 3228 Johillco Exceptionally

RARE Play Pack $800

Lot 3244 Salco Exceptionally RARE Mickey Mouse Lot 3189 Heyde Exceptionally Lot 3253 Charbens Traveling Zoo Set $900
In Fire Engine $1400 RARE Golliwog & Dutch Dolls $300
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BRITAINS PARADE BLACK WATCH
By John Franklin

| acquired 23 prewar Britains Black Watch marching figures in 2014, Fig 1, and | have been pondering ever
since which Parade Series sets they came from. It is reported that Black Watch set 449 had 13 figures
and Black Watch set 480 had 18 figures, such numbers are as included in the books both by Joe Wallis,
Armies of the World, Britains Ltd, Lead Soldiers 1925 — 1941, and James Opie’s book The Great Book of
Britains (TGB), both 1993.

With such set content numbers it is clear my 23 figures arise from 2 sets of the Parade Black Watch, either
from two sets of 449, or one set 449 and one set 480, or, two sets of 480.

Marching Black Watch were the most interesting of the Parade sets since they were the only sets prewar
whereby you could obtain soldiers from this regiment marching at the slope to take part in a full dress
ceremonial display. Indeed all other figures (except mounted Officers) and regiments or groups portrayed
in the Parade sets were available in other Britains sets, except again, the Grenadier Guards, though they
would appear as a Colour Party for a short while a couple or so years later in the general list.

So to try to pin down which sets my 23 Black Watch figures, 21 marching at the slope and two pipers,
belonged to | started to look at source information in the public domain, which falls primarily into two
forms, Literature and descriptions of lots passing through Auctions.

FIG1 23 Parade Series Black Watch

Literature

1 Joe Waliis’s book, reference above, has a date of
1993, and whilst being definitive on the numbers in
all the Parade Series sets, (presumably obtained from
Britains Records) he is not always definitive about the
composition of the individual sets, there are various
words included like,‘'may’ or ‘possible’, or ‘or’ as to the
constituents.

Joe reports sets 438 — 459 were brought out in 1932,
and sets 479 - 490 in 1933.

He says about set 449, “The contents were 13 marching
Highlanders in feather bonnets. It is possible that an
officer on foot using the casting from 437, or a piper
was also offered in this box. Black hatching on dark
green kilt. Issued 1932 - 35.’
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He says about set 480, ‘This 18 piece Parade Series
set may have contained two mounted officers with
a base added to the rear legs: two pipers with the
feather bonnets introduced about 1930 for the Scots
Guards Pipers of 75; and a foot officer or two based
on 437. Completing the box were up to 13 marching
Highlanders in feather bonnets painted with a red
plume and the Black Watch tartan on their kilts (black
hatching on dark green). In the prewar period Black
Watch marching were only available in the Parade
Series. Listed 1933 - 35"’

The other significant point of interest in Joe’s book
are the two Parade illustrations, both black and white,
one for set 446 Scots Guards, showing 8 men and an
officer, and both base and lid of the box. Secondly
that for set 459 USA Infantry and Cavalry (Service
Dress) and the picture shows 8 doughboys and one
spindly horse mounted figure, maybe ‘Officer’, with
the doughboy hat. Here only the base is shown for the
box. For another picture of this ‘Officer’ see the colour
picture 413 in James Opie’s TGB. (Also shown in 413
are the mounted Officers for the Middlesex Regt, and
the Grenadier or Scots Guards. In passing this figure
of a ‘Guards’ mounted Officer is an anomaly in itself
since the pricing of sets 438 or 446 would not appear
to cover for a mounted Officer as part of the set. Or,
this Officer could be a Fusilier Officer for the 7th Royal
Fusiliers in sets 440 and 448, but again the pricing
does not include for this. All three Officers appear best
quality painting.).

2 Britains repro catalogue, flagged Copyright C 1968
Ladd Publications, Inc, with a USA address, would
appear to be for 1933 by its set number coverage. It
has Parade sections in both the Best Quality series and
the ‘A’ Series. In both sections there is an illustration
of 9 figs. on the special base as included in the Parade
Series boxes, both showing 8 men and an Officer, both
Officers on foot.

This repro catalogue has all the set numbers and titles,
and all the prices for each box, but does not say how
many figures there are in any box.

However the key bit of information is the price against
each set number. The Best Quality section is the
one of real interest and the following details pertain.
(Remember 20s to the £ and 12d to the s.)

a) Sets 438 — 445, 454, 456 .......... were 2s 0d
b) Set459.......cooiii, was 2s 1'2d
c) Sets 446 - 453, 455, 457, 458 .. were 2s 10d
d) Sets 479,484........uuuvvvvvereeeeeennn. were 3s 9d
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e) Sets481,483.....ccccvvvveeiiee were 3s 11d
f) Setd80...ccciieeiiieeeeee was 4s 9d
0) Set 487 .. was 5s 3d
h) Sets 486, 488, 489.................... were 5s 6d
i) Sets 485, 490.....cccuvvvvveveereeeennn. were 5s 9d
i) Setd82....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee was 6s 6d

In these sets, by and large the presumption is all figures
are on foot, except for 480, 481, 482, 483, 485, 490
wherein Mounted Officers are flagged. Foot officers
are flagged in sets 483, 485, 486 and 487, however
see below for this not being totally exclusive. Pipers
are flagged in 480 and 482, but again this may not be
totally exclusive, see below. Buglers and drummers are
flagged in 481 and 490. Cavalry, per se, are flagged in
458, 459, 486 and 487.

3 James Opie’s The Great Book of Britains, 1993,
presumably uses the same Britains factory records/
references for the numbers of figures in each set, being
the same as in Joe Wallis’s book as covered in 1 above,
except in one instance, see Sixthly in Mismatches
below. However James’s book records sets 438 — 459
being issued in 1931 and sets 479 - 490 in 1932. There
is also one other mismatch between the books by Joe
and James, which may or may not be of interest to us.
Joe says the Black Watch pipers are in feather bonnets
as introduced in 1930 for the new Scots Guards pipers
for set 75. James records that in 1934 the new feather
bonneted piper is brought out for the Scots Guards,
which infers feather bonneted pipers would not be in
Parade series Black Watch sets. See below for further
commentary on pipers for the Black Watch in Parade
Series sets.

There is one colour picture, No 384, in James book,
that for set 446. Scots Guards, showing the base and
lid. It has 14 figures and he notes that an extra figure
has been added. This is a different picture but the
same lot as shown in Bonhams sale in Nov 2004 as
in 7 below.

James reports 4 box sizes for the Parade Sets, and it
is reasonably easy to see which sets fit into which size.

All sets in 2 a) & b) above comprise 9 figures,
(as the two photos in Joe Wallis’s book).

All sets in c) above comprise 13 figures and
are in the box size as in James’s book.

All sets in d), e)and f) are effectively twice the size
of the 9 figure boxes

All sets in g), h), i) and j), are effectively twice
the size of the 13 figure boxes.
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While boxes have been seen for 9 and 13 figure
contents, none has surfaced for 18 and 26 figure
contents. It is surmised that the boxes for 18 and 26
figures are the same lengths respectively as the 9 and
13 figures boxes but twice as wide.

4 James Opie’s book Britains Toy Soldiers, The
History and Handbook, 2016 shows in picture No 138
the box for set 449 and 11 marching Black Watch
men, no piper. This is the same picture which covers
the items up for auction at Bonhams in June 2004, see
5 below.

Auctions

5 Bonhams, June 2004 has lot 19, 11 No Black Watch
marching at the slope, from set 449, these are the figs.
from the picture in James’s book 4 above. Picture in
web catalogue. Lot 20 in this sale is the box for set
449, again as shown in the picture in James’s book in
4 above. Picture in web catalogue.

6 Bonhams, June 2004, lot 26, set 490 Middlesex
Regt. 12 men marching, 6 buglers, 4 side drummers,
bass drummer and mounted Officer, and reported that
two figures are missing. But is this indeed set 4907
The mounted Officer does not look right, there is no
green base between the horse’s rear legs, as well as
it not being the spindly legged type. Picture in web
catalogue.

7 Bonhams, Nov 2004, lot 1313, Scots Guards, lot
as covered in 3 above, picture in web catalogue, but
different picture to that in 3 above, both box base
and lid here. As the caption notes there are slots
for 14 figures and an extra man has been added
(to the normal complement for this set of 13). Note
the presence of an Officer, not referred to in the set
description in catalogue in 2 above.

8 Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA, May 2010, lot 102
Black Watch. lllustration in catalogue, Fig 2 shows
12 marching men at the slope, 7 pipers and one
broken, spindly legged, mounted figure, presumably
the Officer. This has the rear legs/base missing. The
pipers here are feather bonneted, (non swirling kilts),
and in the colour photo they look like set 69, Scots
Guards pipers. The mounted figure in this set would
presumably have had the base between the rear legs
of the horse, and it has been cast with a special head,
that of the charging highlander. It is not the mounted
Scottish Officer from set 437.

9 Bonhams, Dec 2013, lot 1044, Black Watch, 13
figures pictured, 12 men and one piper. Picture in web
catalogue.

10 Special Auction Services, Jan 2014 lot 308, Black
Watch, as per Fig 1, 21 men marching at the slope
with two pipers.

FIG2  OTSN Auction May 2010 Lot 102
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Mismatches

So from what is out there at the moment all is not
totally compatible, we have some mismatches.

¢ Firstly between the two books, Joe says 439 — 459
1ssued 1932 and 470 - 490 issued 1933. James says
439-459 issued 1931 and 479 — 490 issued 1932. Joe
says pipers have feather bonnets for pipers, (like for
Scots Guards), with this new figure introduced 1930,
James says new feather bonneted pipers introduced
1934, hence | opine they couldn’t be in Black Watch
Parade Series sets in 1931/2, or 1933 if this date is
correct.

¢ Secondly it would seem the assembling of lot 102 in
8 above has mistakenly included seven Scots Guards
pipers in feather bonnets, as would have been a set
69, Pipers of the Scots Guards.

¢ Thirdly all is not clear in the Britains catalogue in
2 above, seemingly for 1933; there are descriptions
of sets which do not record including an Officer but
which are seen in a picture to have one, like the
Scots guards in 7 above, or include a piper, as seen
in pictures but without saying so in the catalogue,
like the Black Watch in 9 above. This latter bit of the
jigsaw though is less strong than the Scots Guards
photo/box in 7 since the 13 Black Watch figures could
have come from set 480, but probably not.

e Fourthly, Joe's description for set 449 states ‘It
is possible that an officer on foot using the casting
from 437 - - was offered in this box.’, well the new
Scottish marching foot Officer did not appear till 1933,
according to James’s book when set 437 was issued.
| can not see such a fine figure being included in the
Black Watch set of an earlier issue date, (1931/27).
Such a figure would have deserved and awaited its
fanfare introduction in set 437 in 1933. On the other
hand foot Officers could have been included in set
480, if Joe’s issue date for this set was 1933, we know
set descriptions in the Britains catalogue in 7 were
not totally exclusive. See stab at contents of 449 and
480 below. Against set 437 in Joe’s book he states
positively that ‘The officer on foot was also supplied
in such Parade series sets as 441, 449, 480 and 482"’
I’m not sure this is true, seems unlikely in 441 and
449.

¢ Fifthly, a mismatch may be in 6 above, set 490. As
well as the picture in the catalogue there is another
different picture in James’s TGB, 108, as James says
the (Middlesex Regt) mounted officer does not look

36

right. Further the real anomaly is probably the base
drummer and James goes on to state definitively
‘- the standard issue for this set was sixteen at the
slope, four buglers and four drummers with two of the
mounted officers with bases between the rear legs -’.
So 6 above/picture 108 is short of a few figure but also
has extra at the slope and buglers, a bass drummer
and wrong Officer. So maybe the real question is, is
this indeed a Parade box complement? In actual fact
the figures in 6 above and picture 108 look remarkably
like the contents of a Gamages box which came up
for sale at Vectis in Sept 2010, lot 2806, picture in
web catalogue, stated to be set 1461. This shows the
Middlesex Regt constituents of 13 marching men, 8
buglers, 4 side drummers, bass drummer. mounted
Officer like 6 above/picture 108, a drum major, and two
foot Officers, one with a colour, 29 figures compared
the 24 in 6 above/picture 108 in TGB.

e Sixthly there is a mismatch for set 458, Joe says 13
figures, (with 4 more marching men say added to set
459, same set title), so should be 10d more than set
459 at 2s 11%2d but is only 2s 10d. James does say
12 figures, ie 3 more marching figures say but then
the cost should be 2s 9d! So here it is as a 2s 10d box
with a mounted Officer included, but not so noted.

Now really without the boxes for some of the purported
lots at auction etc, we are a step away from set
confirmation or tracking down actual contents. But
as ever on boxes there is a watch point, and previous
warnings pertain, there is no guarantee in this second
hand, pre-owned market that what you see in a box,
where-ever, was in that box when it left the factory.
Soldiers, here, there and everywhere just get put
away/assigned in the wrong box from time to time.

‘Black’ Black Watch piper

But to return to Fig 1 and the two ‘black’ Black
Watch pipers. If James is correct and the new feather
bonneted Scots Guards piper did not appear till 1934
Britains must have had to think about a piper to go
in Parade Black Watch sets. They have the glengarry
pipers available to date for the Gordon Highlanders
set 77, the Cameron Highlanders set 89 and the
Seaforth Highlanders set 88. Not a hard commercial
decision, Commercial Expediency indeed pertains,
and Britains decide to use their existing piper figure
with the glengarry, - ‘and we know the Black Watch
tartan, it is black vertical and black horizontal stripes
on the dark green Kilt’.
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So there we have it, pipers in 9 and 10 above are the ‘black’ Black Watch pipers, as per Fig 1.

There is one other strong bit of evidence that the ‘black’ Black Watch piper was that used for the
Black Watch at this time. Probably the best and most well known collection of Britains Special
painting figures was that assembled by Mr H L Pottier Smith. The Black Watch marching figures
made for him, see Fig 3, used the ‘black’ Black Watch piper. The narrow plaid piper was in use
till 1937.

FIG3  Pottier Smith Black Watch pipers and men.

Analysis of Sets & Figures/Stab at 449/480 contents

So to try to work out what the contents were of some of the Parade series lets have a look at the
Catalogue prices in 2 above, with the number of soldiers in each box as given by Joe and James.

a) Sets 438 -445,454,456 ................. were 2s 0Od 9 figures
b) Setd459 ... was 2s 1%2d 9 figures

c) Sets 446 — 453, 455, 457, 458 ......... were 2s 10d 13 (12 4587?) figures
d) Sets479,484 .....coiiiiiieeeeeee were 3s 9d 18 figures

€) Sets481,483 ..., were 3s 11d 18 figures

f) Setd80...ciiiiiiie, was 4s  9d 18 figures
g) Setd87 ..o was 5s 3d 24 figures

h) Sets 486,488,489 ...........cceeveeeennnn. were 5s 6d 22, 26, 26 figs

i) Sets 485,490 .....eeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeen, were 5s  9d 26 figures

) Setd82. ... was 6s 6d 26 figures

The other bit of maybe significant information, as above, is in James TGB, he reports that the
highland Officer was issued in 1933 and, appearing in set 437 Officers of the Gordon Highlanders,
are four foot and one mounted.. What that means is that, if we go with James dates for Parade
set issues, 1931/1932, the Scottish foot Officer would in all probability not have been in the 1931
or 1932 sets.
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So looking at the pricing/figure numbers is there
anything we can glean as regards contents. For a start
though it seems from Britains approach to sets that
many general list un-officered sets comprised 8 men,
ie two ranks of 4 troops as was the rank format in the
British army for many a year. So | believe sets in a) and
b) here include 8 men and possibly a foot Officer or
piper but not always, like the West Point Cadets and
US Sailors. Set c) we know has 8 men and a mounted
figure, Sets in d), €) and f) probably have 12 men and
maybe the same approach to the ‘extra’ 13th figure as
to the ‘extra’ figure in the sets with 9 figs.

As for sets with 18 figures sets 479 would appear to
be 444 + 458, and 484 would appear to be 443 + 454,
and 482 to be twice 459. But 480 and 481, we’ll come
back to below.

Other 22, 24 and 26 piece sets would again suggest
either twice a 13 piece set or be based on ranks of
privates in multiples of four.

It should be noted in passing that the set description
in the Britains catalogue for the two Black Watch sets
with contents of 13 and 18 figures, are the same as
for the two Gordon Highlander sets with contents of 9
and 26 figures.

Sets with the 18 piece contents, 480 and 481 say,
respectively are titled
480 Black Watch with Pipers and Mounted Officers
481 Middlesex Regt with Buglers, Drummers

and Mounted Officers.

James in his History and Handbook, 2016 gives a clue
to a stab at the Middlesex Regt contents in 481 with

his definitive statement as above for set 490 of 16 at
the slope, 4 buglers, 4 side drummers and 2 mounted
Officers. So a similar approach for 481 could well
be 12 at the slope, two buglers, two side drummers
and two mounted Officers. As here and other Parade
series set titles, the ’s’ on Officer has been taken to
define there is more than one mounted Officer.

Two other hints/bits of info aiming for sets 449/480
contents. Foot officers are not included in any GB set
titles here, but we know they appear in some sets.
See 7 above. Similarly it would seem that pipers were
not in some Catalogue set descriptions but would
appear to be in set 449, see 9 above. Also there does
not seem to be a price premium for non-Scottish foot
Officers or pipers. however look at set 437 Officers
of the Gordon Highlanders. It is priced at 2s 4d in the
catalogue in 2 above, (much more than the 1s 72d
for normal 8 figured single row sets of infantry). So for
this how about 5d per Scottish foot Officer and 8d for
a Scottish mounted Officer (both new castings). So no
Officer in 449, not out yet, and no set price premium
pertains. The mounted Officer in 480 is not however
the same as that in set 437. We know from set 459
that a mounted Officer cost about 4d. At the end of
the day he might have had a cost premium to other
mounted Officers but lets use 4d for the moment.

Now an attempt by priced contents to look at set
contents, we know pipers do not have a price
premium attached (non added for the piper in set 75
Scots Guards), and at this time ordinary 8 figured box
sets cost 1s 7'2d, for ease of maths lets say 2'2d each
figure. Thus a 9 figure all foot Parade box has a 1'2d
price premium for its clever base/much larger box,
and the same premium applies to 13 figure boxes.

So as a bench mark lets see how we get on with set 490, Middlesex Regt.
James has given us the contents here:

16 at the slope figures.... at say 2%d ea 3s 4d

4 buglers......cccceeeeeeeeenne. at say 2%.d ea 10d

4 drummers..........cceeeee. at say 2%.d ea 10d

2 mounted Officers ........ at say 4d ea 8d

Box premium.................. say 2 x small box premium of 1%2d 3d Total 5s11d

This is 2d more than the list price in the catalogue in 2, not bad, quite close to 5s 9d. Maybe
Commercial Expediency came into play to fit in with the prices of other Parade series boxes.
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Now for set 480 Black Watch, I’m guessing but how about

12 at the slope................ at say
2 PIPErS cooeeeeeee at say
2 foot Officers ................ at say
2 mounted Officers ........ at say

Box Premium ................. as above say

2%d ea 2s 6d
2%d ea 5d
5d ea 10d
4d ea 8d
3d Total 4s 8d

Again near enough 4s 9d to be a reasonable stab at numbers/types/costs for set 480. Here it does
look like the 4d for a Parade mounted Scottish Officer is not far from being right. We still have a
mismatch though if the information in James’s TGB is correct that set 480 was issued in 1932 and
the new Scottish foot Officer did not come out till 1933.

Soitis certainly seems to be true that there is a premium for some Scottish troops above others, 5s
9d for 26 figures of the Middlesex Regt set 490 compared with 6s 6d for 26 figures of the Gordon

Highlanders in set 482.

For interest lets apply the rates for the Black Watch per figure above
to a guessed contents of set 482 Gordon Highlanders.

16 at the slope.............. at say
4 PIPErS coeeveieeeeeeeerennnn at say
4 foot Officers .............. at say

2 mounted Officers ...... at say
Box Premium ............... as above say

Not bad, fairly close to 6s 6d. Again Commercial
Expediency might have pertained to curtail what might
be seen as too large a price in comparison to other
Parade boxes. The comment on mismatch on set 490
here also applies to this set’s foot Officers.

The final watch point here is we are indeed trying
to apply mathematical analysis to prices of set
components and overall set prices which of course
are determined by commercial considerations, both
in the manufacture and then the market where these
sets will be sold.

Well now my 21 marching Black Watch Highlanders
and 2 ‘black’ Black Watch pipers. Nothing above has
evinced anything definitive, but we know the figures
came from two sets of Parade Black Watch, and |
surmise that for what ever reason, they came from 2
sets of no 490. But that brooks the question why not
buy one of the bigger sets 480 and then get Officers

2%>d ea 3s 4d
2%d ea 10d
5d ea 1s 8d
4d ea 8d
3d Total 6s 9d

as well. One explanation could be that they were
bought in 1931 (James'’s first issue date) and 480 was
not available, and also had not been announced, so it
was not known that Officers were coming.

Conclusions

Well really not very many totally definitive conclusions
regarding my 23 Black Watch Parade soldiers can
be drawn from my delving as above. At least it was
fun trying and also | like my Black Watch at the slope
marching, joining the prewar Seaforths and Gordons.
Maybe the above shows the pitfalls of trying to analyse
sets using a logical approach, from information in
books, catalogues and auctions, both descriptions
and prices, where there has been significant human
input to the information, (never mind Commercial
Expediency also being applied overall). Humans can
and do err.
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MY TOY SOLDIER HOBBY
By Andre Franz

Some of my best memories as a child was playing with
my toy soldiers. | was born in 1970, so the soldiers
| played with were plastic. | used to dig trenches
and foxholes in the ground. Occasionally my dad
would get a dump truck full of sand delivered, which
made the best beaches and bluffs for the Normandy
invasion. One summer | started to build a western
fort for my cowboys. | had taken the stems of dried
daisies and used them to make a picket fence around
the fort. | added walkways, buildings and sign posts.
| even had a gate with a moat around it. The fun for
me was building the forts and battlegrounds. | guess
| always had the desire to create.

| started to attend toy soldier shows with my father
and uncle when | was about 7 or 8 years old. | can
remember the tables filled with these large lead
soldiers wondering how big and awkward they

looked. However | understood after my father and
uncle shared with me that these were the soldiers
they grew up playing with. My father explained the
meaning of collecting and how the value of the
soldiers varied on desirability and condition.

| began to take an interest in helping my father “spot”
the good soldiers. | read and studied Richard O’Brien’s
Toy Soldier Books and learned what it meant for a
soldier to be GOOD, VERY GOOD, and MINT. | was
introduced to the “rare” soldiers and became good at
finding the better ones. | was so good, at the age of
9 or 10, that my father began giving me $20.00 or so
and | would go off searching on my own. Here | was
haggling with dealers who were in their 50s and 60s.
Of course they wouldn’t deal with me, so | would ask
them to hold the soldier for me for $20.00 until | could
find my father and bring him to their table.
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| began tinkering with my own toy soldiers, models,
and dioramas. Occasionally we would come across a
“conversion” which was always really cool to look at.
They were new, creative, a one of a kind and usually
miraculous in detail because they were hand crafted.

As my father and | were admiring a conversion of a
prone machine gunner with a belt feeder wearing gas
masks, he looked at me and said, “You know, you
could probably make some conversions.” So | did.

My very first conversions were very simple. They
were Barclay B18 Soldier charging where | cut off the
end of the rifle and added a tin shovel tip. My next
one was a Barclay B 107 Bayoneting where | cut off
the rifle tips, added a piece of wire and made a pick
axe. Then | realized | could cut two figures apart and
rearrange their bodies to make a new pose. | took a
prone rifleman and attached it to a pair of standing
legs and made erect soldier shooting up. Then we
found someone who was producing German helmets
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and gas masks and | made a few German soldier
conversions.

My most difficult conversion was when | took the legs
and arms of one soldier and attached to the back
of another soldier. Thus it appeared the one soldier
was carrying his buddy. At the time it was a great
conversion and | gave it to my uncle. | continued
to make a few conversions like these over the next
couple of years and gave them to my father and uncle

as Christmas gifts. | became a teenager and, not too
surprisingly, | lost all interest in soldiers, collecting,
and conversions. Let’s fast forward about 20 years.

| attended college in York, Pennsylvania and majored
in Criminal Justice. | married my wonderful wife,
Daniel, and we have two great children, Reed and
Raegen. Although | was born and raised in New
Jersey, we have stayed in Pennsylvania where it is
cheaper to live and raise a family.
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My father passed away in 2003 and | inherited his
toy soldier collection. Going through those toy
soldiers brought back all those fond memories as a
child, searching for the good buys, trying to haggle
with old men 5 times my age, and trying my hand
at conversions. That’s when | thought | might give
conversions another try. | thought with new materials,
new creativity, and better tools, it might be much
easier.

| viewed hundreds of photos and images in books
and on the internet and either printed out, copied,
or simply wrote down any ideas for a conversion.
My first conversions were limited to cutting off arms
and legs and reattaching them to fit my vision. This

is somewhat difficult as you are limited to what
stock figures you have available to you. Then | was
introduced to Bondo. | used it to fill in gaps, holes,
and do mild reshaping. But it did not work well as a
substitute for arms and legs. Bondo was too brittle
and took 24 hours to cure. Next | discovered plumbers
putty. It is durable, sand-able, dries in 3 minutes,
hardens like steel, and was the perfect substitute
for arms and legs, and even entire body halves.
This enabled me to create whatever | could imagine.
There was and has been no limit. Now | prefer to only
purchase broken soldiers. | can take a broken soldier,
hold it in my hand, look at it and envision what it is
going to become.
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My tools are simple. | use an Exacto saw blade for
cutting and a Dremel for grinding, sanding, shaping
and finish work. The paints | use are craft acrylics and |
use a satin finish on every piece. All of my conversions
are a one of a kind as | have not created any molds. All
of the figures, pictured in this article, are in a private
collection. The proud owner of my conversions, has
mentioned that he would not mind if | made copies of
the ones in his possession. Of course they would not
be exactly the same. Many of my figures have never
even been seen on eBay. Only I, my wife and their
new owner are aware of their existence. This article
has made it possible for me to share my creativity

with those who appreciate what | do.

| have expanded from one soldier conversions to sets
of three of a similar creation and to entire scenes.
Many conversionists in the past have focused on the
common fighting soldier, and are of great quality. |
wanted to create the unique and unusual. The soldier
having sex with a prostitute, the soldier using a trench
latrine, four soldiers carrying a wounded soldier
through the mud, the sexy nurse, or the dough boys
taking a swim.

Making conversion, up to now, has just been a part

time hobby. My dream is to make my conversion,
create molds and begin traveling to all the toy soldier
shows around the country. | finally have the chance
and time to fulfill my passion! | retired early from my job
as a probation officer in York County, Pennsylvania. |
told Dennis Socha about my plans to concentrate all
my time and effort to making and selling my creations.
He said that making soldiers is a hobby and would
not bring in enough money without having something
else to supplement our family income. My wife is
totally supportive with my retirement plans and | will
be looking for part time employment. So you will
probably see my figures again on eBay.
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ALL NEW IN FULL COLOR!
Regiments of All Nations

by Joe Wallis

Now available is the
hardcover, all color, revised
edition of the definitive
history of Britains Limited
lead soldier production
between 1946 and 1966.
With 415 pages and 500
close-up color photographs
even collectors who have
the previous paperback
edition will want to get this
enhanced version.

REGIMENTS OF
ALL NATIONS

Britains Lumltd

The text describes the
items produced in an
easy-to-use format with
color photos on the facing
pages. The book details
the roster of military sets,
picture packs, and civilian lines (Farm, Hunt, Zoo, Circus, and
Racing Colors), including color schemes, the dates of production,
and changes in the composition of sets.

$60 USA/$70 Canada/$80 overseas; postpaid.
Get your autographed copy directly from the author
by sending a check or money order to:
Joe Wallis, P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203-3407.

Annque Toy W0r|d Hagazmc
The 0ld Toy Soldier oi the foy world.
Published monthly for over 32 years.

One year U.S. subscripfions sfarfing af $39.95. A

musi for foday’s collector.
P.0. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

AMERICAN DIMESTORE
Toy Soldiers & Figures

Toy Soldiers & Egums

la{‘;!;&

] Rk 3

A Schiffer Book for Collectors

Reviewed in OTS Fall 2000.  Signed copy on request.

650 color photos in 240 Avaiiable from:
page hardbound format. Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive
Streamwood, Illinios 60107
Telephone 630-497-1239
Email: dimestores@aol.com

$59.95 plus $3.50 book rate
or $6 by priority mail
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INSPIRATION FOUND FOR
BRITAINS SETS 105 AND 108

By Joe Wallis

Rhodesian Horse.
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Richard Simkin was a prolific illustrator who lived from
1851 to 1926. His place in toy soldier history is secured
by his production of a comprehensive set of 177
lithographed color prints showing the entire British Army
(as well as many colonial regiments) at the end of the
Nineteenth Century. | have written before about Britains
frequent use of these iconic prints (in particular, see my
2001 article in Old Toy Soldier, Volume XXV, Issue #3,
pages 38-42))

More recently, during the research on my just completed
third book, entitled Soldiers of Greater Britain, Britains
Limited Lead Soldiers 1893-1924, | obtained a copy of
Our Indian and Colonial Forces. This 12-page publication
was part of Dean’s Gold Medal Series intended for
juvenile readers (London: Dean and Son, 1898). The
second page of this rare reference immediately captured
my attention as it showed Simkin’s drawing of four
troopers of the “Rhodesian Horse” on trotting horses
(see the accompanying photograph of Simkin’s print.)

The Rhodesian Horse was a colonial cavalry unit formed
by Cecil Rhodes’ British South Africa Company. What
makes this so fascinating and important is that the
cavalrymen are depicted wearing khaki uniforms with
slouch hats, and they are holding their rifles (not short
cavalry carbines) placed upright in leather “buckets”
on the right sides of their saddles. Britains clearly used
Simkin’s print of the Rhodesian Horse as their basis in
1900 when they issued Set 105, Imperial Yeomanry,
as well as for Set 108, Sixth Inniskilling Dragoons, to
represent two of the regiments fighting in the Boer
War (see the accompanying photographs of these two
models from my SOGB book). These sets were both
fixed-arm and rode a rather stocky horse with its tail
held up.

This casting was never used by Britains for any other
sets. The Inniskilling Dragoons had Foreign Service
helmets but otherwise varied only slightly from the
Yeomanry with their slouch hats. Set 105 featured one
rider on a grey horse, which typically distinguished
the officer in Britains cavalry sets. The commander in
Set 108 rode a black horse with white fetlocks, which
Britains routinely included up until the very last years of
production. The horses of the four Inniskilling Dragoon
troopers lacked the white fetlocks.

Thus we now have another tidbit of knowledge
about the inspiration for two of Britains early sets.
(For information about my books, see my website at
www.leadsoldierbooks.com.)



SOLDIERS OF GREATER BRITAIN

JOE WALLIS

Soldiers of Greater Britain is the third volume of Joe
& % Wallis’ in-depth history of Britains Limited Lead Soldiers.
It deals with the era between 1893 and 1924 when the firm

SO LDIERS developed the distinctive style and quality that made
OF GRE ATER Britains toy soldiers the most popular and recognizable in
BRIT A.IN the world. This intensively researched book answers

questions about early mechanical toys, “ancient” Britains

% a qéi figures, sources of their designs, accuracy of their models,
the small-scale B Series, the little-known Paris Office, and
Britains Limited Fred Whisstock’s wonderful box labels. Soldiers of Greater

‘ﬁgf‘}f;‘f Britain along with Armies of the World, 1925-1941 and

Regiments of All Nations, 1946-1966 provides a thorough
and authoritative record of Britains traditional lead lines.
See www.leadsoldierbooks.com.

e Features 782 close-up color photographs placed in
numerical order throughout the text by the corresponding
set descriptions

e Contains 453 pages providing: color schemes, changes
in the composition of sets, cross references to other sets
with the same figures, and the years during which each
set or item appeared prior to 1925

by Joe Wallis

e Includes a Company History, a chapter of Basic
Identification Hints, a Glossary, Appendices listing sets
made after 1924, and a Topic Index

Joe Wallis is a noted authority, having written over 150 articles published in the Old Toy Soldier journal.

To get your autographed copy of this very useful hard cover book, fill out the form below and send it with a
check or money order in U.S. dollars, payable to Joe Wallis. Credit or debit cards are not accepted, but PayPal can
be used (to joewallis@comcast.net). Forward payment ($75 for U.S. addresses or $100 for Canadian and Overseas
addresses, which includes postage) to: Joe Wallis, P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, Virginia 22203-3407.

Your Name:

Your Address:

City, State, Postal Code




Now Available

THE AMERICAN TOY SOLDIER ’ ’
ART OF J. EDWARD JONES The American 1oy Soldier
1% AR S— Art of J. Edward Jones

The book contains 350 plus cover photos,
all figures shown at actual size.

Price is $55 plus $5 shipping within the U.S.A.,
overseas shipping is $23.

A reproduction copy of Jones Metal Art
Miniatures 1931 Illustrated Catalog is also

CON ]AC’]— .D ON p ]EL]N available from Don Pielin.
.FO _Q .D .E ]1'4 ]L(S' Price $10, shipping included if purchased

with the book or $11 including postage

Phone: 630-497-1239 without the book.
email: dimestores@aol.com

"% Lyd BOiTE DE SOLDATS

‘\._,../ \..._..d"
THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOV-SOLDIERS IN PARILS

Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office,
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and
others.

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr

NEW WEB SITE
ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr

French plastics, paper soldiers,

fg: A bientét a Paris. ..

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44  boitedesoldats(@wanadoo.fr Francois Beaumont

Web-site  boitedesoldats.fr -
28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS. FRANCE. Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7
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LR
Lucotte
the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World

We stock the Book and virtually
EVERYTHING in it

We always buy
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat

Jack and Patrick Carleton

14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311
Email: lepetitsoldatus@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page:
www.lepetitsoldat.com

Britains - First Legion « King & Country
Monarch Regalia - Rodden Historical

DOZENS OF
NOSTALGIA
SINGLES FOR SALE

No lists.

Email: info@normanjoplin.com

with your requirements.

Gacan s ollagiablas

Toy Soldiers At Their Best

TIME PERIODS OFFERED

French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,

Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life

French Foreign Legion, Victorian Life
Present day combatants

Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets
Britains Archive & Ceremorial Collections
War Along the Nile

Tactical Scenes

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Rosedale, Beau Geste
Britains, Dorset GBE
Frontline, Fusilier,

RP World Models/Steadfast
Larson Toys, Alymer
Leddy & Slack

Little Lead Soldier
Marlborough, PNF
Tommy Atkins, Oryon
Prince August Molds
Irregular Miniatures
Wilson Edwards
Thomas Gunn

JG Miniatures

www.greenscollectables.com « e-mail: ma52557@aol.com
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ, 07834 . 973-627-4961
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THE MYSTERIOUS BARCLAY H.O. WOMAN WITH A DOG
By Stan Alekna

Richard O’ Brien’s 3rd Edition of Collecting American
Made Toy Soldiers and Don Pielin’s The American
Dimestore Soldier Book each contain a photo of a
lineup of Barclay’s HO figures that include the Woman
with a dog. This figure is a miniaturized version of
Barclay’s B157 Woman Passenger, with dog (and
tennis racquet).

O’Brien pictures the HO Woman with a dog below
his number (B295) but does not list a Barclay factory
number for the figure which he did for every other HO
figure. He then pictures the plain Woman without the
dog as an insert photo with Barclay factory number
352. | regret not having discussed these anomalies
with Richard while he was with us.

350 351 B2Z9> 353

0’Brien’s Barclay H.0.’s

Pielin, who had his own unique Dimestore catalog
numbering scheme, assigned number B320 to the
HO Woman with a dog and pictures her next to the
plain Woman (without a dog) at number B319.

Both are photos of actual figures and not photos of
catalog pages so we know that at least two of these
super rare figures existed at the time both books
were published.
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Pielin’s Barclay H.0.s

| had the privilege of reviewing the late Richard
O’Brien’s Dimestore archives and the only
information | found on Barclay’s HO figures was an
original Barclay catalog page that shows all of the
HO figures EXCEPT the Woman with a dog. A photo
of this catalog page was included in O’Brien’s THE
BARCLAY CATALOG BOOK but there were no other
photos or documentation of an HO Woman with a
dog in the remainder of his archives.

lII LAY IMH TLUTURING [ 'll |H
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|s Lub-u:
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Barclay catalog page
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THE MYSTERIOUS BARCLAY H.O0. WOMAN WITH A DOG (Cont.)

Riehle’s Repros - Photos by Jerry Riehle

This begs the question, why would Barclay have
initially produced the “plain”, standing Woman
passenger without a dog, along with the other HO
figures in the series, and then later, added only the
Woman with a dog to their HO series? I'm pretty
good at speculating on possible explanations for
Dimestore variations but | can’t even guess as to why
this figure was made and then in such few numbers.

| have never seen an original HO Woman with a dog
figure nor do | know anyone who owns one or has
personally seen one. Over twenty years ago when
| was building my Dimestore collection, | received a
tip that someone had an HO Woman with a dog. |
called them and was informed that they planned to
make a mold from the figure and then cast and sell
reproductions. | never heard anything more about it
until recently when a Dimestore collector friend, Jerry
Riehle, of Harrison, Ohio, called to tell me that he had
a solid cast HO Woman with a dog, as well as solid
cast repros of several other Barclay HO figures.

For perspective, the three-inch Woman Passenger,
B157, and HO Woman (352) were included in the
lineup and are the only original Barclays in the photo.
The bases, with no pour holes, and the non-Barclay
paint schemes clearly indicate that they are solid cast
reproductions. Jerry does not know who made these
figures since he acquired them from various dealers
at local train shows.

| can understand why someone might reproduce
an original HO Woman with a dog because it is so
rare but original figures of the other HO poses have
always been readily available at nominal prices so
what would be the point of making these other HO
repro’s?

If anyone has information on this mysterious figure,
or if you have an original or repro HO Woman with a
dog, | would be interested in hearing from you.

Stan Alekna

732 Aspen Lane, Lebanon, PA 17042
Ph: (717) 228-2361 Email: salekna1936@yahoo.com
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’IM‘E;;IS Soldier

Buying and Selling Metal Toy Soldiers

OLD and NEW metal toy soldiers represent-

ing many historical periods from the time of

Napoleon through World War II, including
the American Civil War.

Figures from such well known
makers as Britains (old & new), imperial,
Edmunds, Hocker, and others.

» Write or email for periodic mail list.

* We buy old toy soldiers, Hocker and Imperial
collections, including Dimestores.

Permanent displays on sale at:

The Depot Antique Mall Sheffield Antiques Mall
709 North Lamar 684 West Poplar
Oxford, MS Collierville, TN

Yarbro's Antique Mall
350 Carriage House Drive
Jackson, TN

Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net
688 Eaton Street Memphis, TN 38120

TOY
&% soLpErs
ﬁ\ f; ETCETERA | |

L

Over 20 years of buying & Selling
Barclay, Manoil Grey Iron,
& other dimestores & accessories

We issue 3 to 4 mail order catalogs a year of 500 to
600 top quality figures & vehicles

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: saleknal936@yahoo.com
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Vhnigue - Quality — gflways

Counterpane galleg
of Collector s gfoys

- afbtab[ibﬁed 71986 -

One of the most trusted names among collectors

Appraisais, Coﬁsignments, Resale

Britains, SAE,
Barclay,
Manoil, JoHill,
Elastolin,
Lineol, Heyde,
Mignot,Grey
Iron, Corgi,
Dinky Toys,
Solido...

Imperial, Tiffany,
Rose, Premier,
Alymer, Banners
Forward, Wall,
Tradition,
Ducal...

- Items offered are original in paint, casting,
without repair & no longer produced -

Showroom: Daily 11- 5 pm

Falls Church Antique Center

250 West Broad St. (Rt .7)
Falls Church, Virginia 22046

Mail-Order: P.O. Box 6323
Falls Church, Virginia 22046

www.counterpanegallery.com
(703)-536-3064




HENRY KRURTZ

Appraisals of Toy and Miniature Soldiers

Tel: (718) 796-2696, or email: henrykurtz@optonline.net

CONSULT US WHEN CONSIDERING
DISPOSAL OF YOUR COLLECTION

e We also purchase collections and individual items.

e Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining
the best way to dispose of it.

e Reliable and dependable; 30 years in the field of selling toy soldiers
(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)

For further information or to sell items contact:
HENRY KURTZ at (718) 796-2696 or email: henrykurtz@optonline.net

or write to
Henry Kurtz, 600 West 246th Street, #805, Riverdale, NY 10471

ARLEY L. PETT
ANTIQUES

Toy Soldiers and Civilians Arley L. Pett
Lead, Garden, Circus, Hunt, 12 Beach Road
Farm, RR and Zoo Figures Gloucester, Ma 01930

Military Vehicles and (978) 283-2612, Fax (978) 283-2496
Related items E-Mail APett92117@AOL.COM
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GREENWOOD AND BALL’'S GERMAN ARMY FIGURES
By Henry I. Kurtz

Officer reading map - Summer Camo

Most serious collectors of miniature soldiers in Great
Britain and the United States are acquainted with
the superb line of model figures created by master
modeler John Ambler Greenwood and painted to a
high portrait-like standard by his associate Kathleen
Ball. Starting in the 1940’s, the team produced a wide
range of British army and other figures in various
scales, including 20 and 28mm models for war games
and dioramas and 54mm collector figures.

By the early 1950’s, when | began collecting them,
the Greenwood and Ball range comprised more than
500 models of British regiments, Royal Navy and Air
Force types, units of the Indian army, and some U.S.
troops.

Less well known are the figures of the Imperial
German army and the later models of the Third Reich
period. Greenwood’s interest in the German army
stemmed in part from his service with the Manchester
Regiment in World War |. Later, during the Second
World War, he served in a Home Guard Unit in
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Panzer Officer reading Map

SS Standing Guard (1939 Pattern Uniform
as listed on original box)

Wellington, Shropshire. To aid his fellow soldiers
in identifying German troops, Greenwood crafted
a series of Wehrmacht paratroopers, which were
somewhat simpler in design than his later models but
well-animated.

John Garrett in his book Model Soldiers for the
Connoisseur described Greenwood’s production
technique as follows: “He cast in a metal of such
pliability as to allow arms, legs and heads to be
‘positioned’... this was a great advance on the rigidity
of other contemporary models. Not only this, but
weapons and equipment were not moulded with the
figure, but cast separately and soldered on.” Ms.
Ball was responsible for soldering on the weapons
and equipment and painting the figures with the
assistance of a small crew of women painters.

The accompanying photos illustrate the various
types of German troops produced in the 1950’s.
Understandably, Greenwood was attracted to the
most colorful Imperial German units, including Hussar



GREENWOOD AND BALL'S GERMAN ARMY FIGURES (Cont.)

regiments, Garde du Corps, and staff officers. World War Il figures ran the
gamut from bemedaled generals and staff officers to enlisted personnel
from the various arms and Panzer officers reading maps.

Although one commentator believed that Greenwood was “ill at ease”
producing figures of the World War Il era, | find that they have a more
naturalistic quality than the formal, Richard Simkin type portrait poses of
most of his other figures. As far as this writer is concerned, both types
are worthy of collector interest.

Henry |. Kurtz is the author of The Art of the Toy Soldier and a dealer
and collector of toy soldiers, He can be reached
at henrykurtz@optonline.net.

Fall Camo - ) Panzer Ma Wakling Summer Camo

57



A
@@‘f
Yout W

...the world in miniature

Britains . John Hill & Co . Taylor & Barrett
Charbens , Timpo . Phillip Segal . Wend-al

=4 gulliver@illiputworld.co.uk

www.lilliputworld.co.uk

Buy securaly online from either site for speedy Insured shipment to USA

..TOYSFORBIGGERBOYS

50s and 60s tinplate and diecast
including Dinky and Corgi

= collect@vintageboystoys.com

www.vintageboystoys.com

The Metal Toy Soldiers of Wm. Hocker, Proprietor

(J()vYRFG"!).
‘Ur-‘ HOCKER
) S
PopRig©

Since 1983

web: wmhocker.com  email: bill@wmhocker.org

G. Scott Morlan

Toy Soldiers for Sale
Free bimonthly listings of
Britains, Johillco & more...
boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian
sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today!

Please note new address!

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 2072
Friday Harbor, WA 98250
949-683-3118

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

WANTED

OLD TOY CASTLES

CALL: PETER CLARK
[202] 544-3348

WRITE: 516 A STREET, S.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20003

E-MAIL: psclark@verizon.net
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE
WM HOCKER MASSIVE SETS
Zulu set #94 and Diamond Jubliee set
#100 in wooden boxes. Mint still tied
in box. Pick up or delivery only. No
shipping. Norm Rodriguez 901-218-7046
or Memphistoysoldier@bellsouth.net

MOVING TO FLORIDA?
Florida Toy Soldier Club meets bimonthly
at the Tamarac Community Center,
Broward County. 561-732-7295

HUGE DIMESTORE SALE
In order to reduce our inventory of
high quality Dimestores, we are offer-
ing discounts of up to 50% on quantity
purchases of selected Barclay, Manoil,
Grey Iron and other American made
Dimestores. To receive a listing of figures
being offered in this special sale, phone
or email your name and address to:
TOY SOLDIERS ETCETERA
Stan & Sally Alekna
(717) 228-2361
salekna1936@yahoo.com

FOR SALE
All sets from IMPERIAL Productions,
NZ end-of-the-product line.
Counterpane Gallery.
703-536-3064 or
www.counterpanegallery.com

The best in Britains, Dimestore and
German Lead. Call for free catalog.
412-343-8733

FOR SALE WM HOCKER
TOY SOLDIERS
Large inventory. Recent acquisition
Durbar sets includes rare/discontinued
pavilion. Call/email for list.
Norman Rodriguez at 901-218-7046
or nkrod@bellsouth.net

Autographed book
Armies of the World, Britains Ltd. Lead
Soldiers 1925-41 by Joe Wallis.
419 pages of detailed descriptions and
photos of military and civilian items in
catalog number order and fully indexed.
2,200 copies already sold.
See website:
www.leadsoldierbooks.com.
$40 for U.S. delivery, Canada $50,
Overseas $60 to Joe Wallis,
P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203.
Or order from author on
Amazon.com or Amazon.co.uk.

FOR SALE
MINT COLLECTION
Britain’s 1990s 8000 and Premier WWI
series... 99 sets. Displayed in box.
Norm Rodriguez 901-218-7046 or
Memphistoysoldier@bellsouth.net

WANTED

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS
OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality
figures at the highest prices:
Especially interested in Britains, Dime
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin,
Courtenay, Vertunni, American Soldier
Company, Auburn Rubber, French
Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic
figures. Photographs will be required.
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15243.

E-mail: Raytoys@aol.com.

Fax: (412) 344-5273.

CALL: 1-800-349-8009

Toy Soldier Marketplace
Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional
20 words. Submit ads to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax (412) 344-5273
E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

WANTED BACK ISSUES OTS
VOL. 1 #2 - VOL. 6 #6
Interested in corresponding with fellow
Barclay civilian figures collectors.
Bill McDermott
5 Sausalito Blvd. #3
Sausalito, California 94965

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also
semi solid Spenkuch and Muncklefigures
wanted. Please send photos to
gisbert.freber@gmx.de

WANTED
Britains Paris Office -

Toy Soldiers and Catalogs.
Contact: Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED
WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or
better. Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net
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TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2017-2018

2017 2017

May 6th & 7th Saturday and Sunday

Toy Soldier Vintage Toy Extravaganza and Auction.
Ann Arbor, Michigan. Contact josephsaine.com
419-662-8697

September 9th - Saturday
Annandale Show. Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

September 9th - Saturday

Norman Joplins Old Toy Soldier Show London.
May 20th - Saturday See ad page 74
16th Annual Toy Soldier Show. Virginia War Museum.

Contact 757-247-8523 September 24th - Sunday

37th Annual Chicago Toy Soldier Show. 10:00am-3:30pm.
Hyatt Regency Woodfield, Schaumburg, IL.

Contact: Roger Garfield 847-567-5355
roger@chicagotoysoldiershow.com

Facebook: Chicago Toy Soldier Show.

May 22nd - Monday
Ray and Bre Live on facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

May 28th -29th - Saturday and Sunday
The 11th Annual Texas Toy Soldier Show.

Saturday 10am-5pm. Sunday 11am-3pm.

The Menger Hotel, 204 Alamo Plaza,

December 2nd - Saturday
Annandale Show. Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

San Antonio, TX 78205. Contact: Kings X Toy Soldiers

for more information (210) 226-7000 sales@kingsx.com

June 3rd - Saturday

Annandale Show. Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

June 15th - Thursday

2018

January 28th - Sunday

954-699-6040

Ray and Bre Live on facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

June 16th, 17th, & 18th - Friday - Sunday
Old Toy Soldier Auction - Toy Soldiers on Parade.
oldtoysoldierauctions.com or liveauctioneers.com

Contact: Ray Haradin 412-343-8733 raytoys@aol.com
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collect@vintageboystoys.com

Memphis Toy Soldier........ccocerierereriinereee e 54
Tel: 901-218-7046
memphistoysoldier@bellsouth.net

Mercator Trading ........ccccevuvireiicinccnsec e 29
Contact: www.mercatortrading.com

Morlan, Scott G. ..............
Tel: 949-683-3118 Email: scotoyz@hotmail.com

Norman Joplins Old Toy Soldier Show London ....... 14
Email: info@normanjoplin.com

Nostalgia Singles For Sale .........cooeieierieeinnereenn. 51
Email: info@normanjoplin.com
Old Toy Castles - Peter Clark ........ccccceeeuerieenieennnne 58

Contact: psclark@verizon.net

South Florida Toy Soldier and Collectables Show.

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing;
however, it is strongly advised that before traveling,
contact is made with show organizers

to confirm date(s).

Old Toy Soldier AUCLIONS.........ccccvrerieeieiereeenee 19
Email: raytoys@aol.com 1-800-349-8009

Old Toy Soldier Back ISSUES.........ccoeceeerieereeeriirieennans 3
Email: raytoys@aol.com

Peter Nathan Toy Soldiers.........cccoorienenerieencnennns 41

Tel: (612) 9279 2668 Fax: (612) 9279 2658
www.toysoldiers.com.au
Email: peter@toysoldiers.com.au

Regiments of All Nations Book - Joe Wallis ............. 47

Joe Saine Toy Soldier Books..........ccccccoiririciennne 41
josephsaine.com

Sierra Toy Soldier Company..........cceceeeererieenenienns 41

Tel: 408-564-4133 Fax: 408-257-0166
www.sierratoysoldier.com

Soldiers of Greater Britain Book

Toy Soldier SNOP ....cvevvereeeeriereee e
202-546-2201 toysoldiershop.com

Tradition of London Limited..........ccccviinerieeinnennn. BC
www.traditionoflondon.com
Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com
Tel +46 8 31 68 92

Trains and Toy Soldiers .........cecerereriereneeieseeeens 40
Tel: 1-800-786-1888

Treefrog Treasures
Tel: 866-394-2418 or 507-5
Fax: 507-545-2502 sales@treefrogtreasures.com
www.treefrogtreasures.com

Virginia War MUSEUM.........cccoiiiieiiiieiieceeeeeree e 16
Tel: (757) 247-8523 www.warmuseum.org
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900-26
Abraham Lincoln Moshe Dayan

900-10 750-02
Napoleon Bonaparte
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Francisco Franco

900-03A 900-15
Joseph Stalin Mao Tse-tung Douglas MacArthur
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900-27 900-18 900-14 900-25
John Fitzgerald Kennedy Sir Winston Churchill Shah of Iran

900-04B
Pope Saint John Paul Il

900-19
Fidel Castro Benito Mussolini
FREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDERS OVER $60.00 IN THE CONTINENTAL US.
FREE SHIPPING ON ALL ORDER OVER $250 FOR ORDERS OUTSIDE THE CONTINENTAL US, REST OF WORLD.
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reefrog Treasures

Richard Nixon

248 Sandstone Dr. NW
Eyota, MN 55934

Online:

Toll-Free (in US)
treefrogtreasures.com

— 1-866-394-2418
X)
Treefrog Treasures is a purveyor of military miniatures. We carry all of the major lines of figures and accessories in depth with 48 hour
turnaround on any in stock order. To learn more about Treefrog and browse the over 10,000 figures we have available please go to:

www.treefrogtreasures.com
Treefrog Treasures, 248 Sandstone Dr. NW, Eyota, MN 55934, Tel: 507.545.2500



Tradition of London Ltd

Traditional style soldiers for collectors.
www.traditionoflondonshop.com
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Rereleased Toy set The 3rd King’s Own Hussars 1890
Available Painted in Gloss or Unpainted

The 3rd The King’s Own Hussars was a cavalry regiment of the British Army, first raised in 1685.
It saw service for three centuries, including the First World War and the Second World War

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels.
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Hobby Bunker, Inc.
6935 W. 62nd Street 1019 West Route 70 33 Exchange Street
Chicago, Illinois 60638 Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002 Malden, MA 02148
Phone (773) 229-0015 Phone (856) 428 9559 Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax (773) 229-0117 www.dutkins.com Fax: 1-781-321-8866
www.bryertons.com Email: richd@dutkins.com www.hobbybunker.com
Email: bart@bryertons.com Email: matt@hobbybunker.com
Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe Scott J. Dummitt Presents
Ron & Helen Daniels 1754 Carmel Line
108 Victoria St. The Toy Soldier Company Bailieboro
South Godrich www.toysoldierco.com KOL 1B0 Ontario
Canada N7A 3H9 Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697 Canada
Phone 1-519-524-6804 E-mail gijoe@kos.net
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 www.gijoecanada.com

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com

Tradition of London Ltd.,, www.traditionoflondonshop.com e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62



