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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

BRITAINS BEAUFIGHTER

Danish Royal Guard Present Day

The Royal Life Guards Danish, Den Kongelige Livgarde is an infantry regiment of the Danish Army, founded 
in 1658 by King Frederik III. It serves in two roles: as a front line combat unit, and as a guard/ceremonialunit to the 
Danish monarchy. Until its disbandment, the Royal Horse Guards Livgarden til Hest, served the role as the mounted 

guard/ceremonial unit, afterwards the role was taken over by Guard Hussar Regiment Mounted Squadron.



View this auction 
and purchase catalogs 

on our website: 
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

Ray Haradin raytoys@aol.com
412-343-8733 I Fax 412-344-5273

#oldtoysoldier

October 14th, 2017 • Morning Session-10 am  • Noon Session

The Ib Melchior Collection of 
18th & 19th Century Military Miniatures 
and Investment Rarities
The Bill Jackey Collection Part II
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Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A. • P.O. Box 13323 • Pittsburgh, PA 15243
Ray Haradin 412-343-8733 • Fax 412-344-5273 • raytoys@aol.com

www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com
facebook.com/oldtoysoldier          @oldtoysoldier          @oldtoysoldier

   Subscribe to our channel - Toy Soldiers, Antiques & Collectibles!

View next auction, purchase catalogs or research our extensive online archive
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

AUCTION HOUSE 
   

TOY SOLDIERS

The World’s only 

dedicated exclusively to 

We produce the finest quality catalogs, 
available online or in print. 

The most competitive seller’s commissions in the industry. 
We consistently produce the best result for our consignors. 

Collectors - make sure you are on our mailing list.
Sellers - make sure you contact us when it is time to sell.

TWO MULTI-DAY SALES A YEAR.  BID ABSENTEE, LIVE ONLINE OR PHONE. 
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

BRITAINS CAMEL CORPS 

Rereleased Toy set The 3rd King’s Own Hussars 1890
Available Painted in Gloss or Unpainted 

The 3rd The King’s Own Hussars was a cavalry regiment of the British Army, first raised in 1685.
It saw service for three centuries, including the First World War and the Second World War
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

BRITAINS BEAUFIGHTER

Danish Royal Guard Present Day

The Royal Life Guards Danish, Den Kongelige Livgarde is an infantry regiment of the Danish Army, founded 
in 1658 by King Frederik III. It serves in two roles: as a front line combat unit, and as a guard/ceremonialunit to the 
Danish monarchy. Until its disbandment, the Royal Horse Guards Livgarden til Hest, served the role as the mounted 

guard/ceremonial unit, afterwards the role was taken over by Guard Hussar Regiment Mounted Squadron.

Subscribe online and have access to ALL back issues
oldtoysoldier.com
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Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
In our 54mm series painted in Matt, later available in our 54mm series painted in Gloss 

Tradition of London Ltd

Joan of Arc, French, Jeanne d’Arc, Born ca 1412 - 30 May 1431, nicknamed � e Maid of Orléans, is a folk heroine 
of France and a Roman Catholic saint. She was born a peasant girl in what is now eastern France. Claiming divine 
guidance, she led the French army to several important victories during the Hundred Years’ War, which paved the 

way for the coronation of Charles VII of France. She was captured by the Burgundians, transferred to the English in 
exchange for money, put on trial by the pro-English Bishop of Beauvais Pierre Cauchon for charges of “insubordination 

and heterodoxy”, and was burned at the stake for heresy when she was 19 years old.

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm offi ce.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionofl ondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionofl ondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

GREENWOOD AND BALL
KING JOHN

M54 63 Joan of Arc
Joan of Arc, with banner high and 
sword drawn. Leading the charge 

against the English on her magestic 
steed for the glory of France.
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

The conversions of neal crowley

Napoleonic British
Painted in Matt or as Kit/ castings

To be released end of August, this years Christmas set 2013 and A Royal Marine Band

TG54 05 Sergeant Ewart 
with the French Eagle

TG54 06 Royal Scots Greys 
Officer and 92nd Highlander

M54 47
The Captive eagle 

Waterloo 1815
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Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

MADE IN ARGENTINA

This special limited edition “Christmas 2013 Set” is only available during the year of issue.
The fi gures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously 

hand-painted in gloss enamel, packed in our Red Boxes with foam. 

Zulu War 1879
It was during the Zulu War of 1879 that the 24th Foot gained the most Victoria Crosses ever 

awarded to any one unit at one time. Following the massacre of the regiment at Isandhlwana, a 
Zulu impi descended on the mission station at Rorke’s DSrift held by some wounded and sick men 
of the 2nd battalion. Despite the overwhelming force of Zulus they held the mission and at the end 

of the day the Zulus withdrew having suffred crippling casualties.   

2013 Christmas set Zulu War 1879 - 
Th e British Army 24th Regiment of Foot

Offi cer, Sergeant, Two Privates, Offi cer Army Commissariat and Surgeon Army Medical Department

Volume 37	 n #4
Volume 38	 n #1	 n #2	 n #4
Volume 39	 n #1	 n #3	
Volume 40	 n #1	 n #2	 n #3	 n #4
Volume 41	 n #1	 n #2	

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462 BRITAINS TERRAIN TERRIER

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

World War I British Army, 
from the 80mm Series Squadron Range

Painted in Matt, also available in Kit/ castings
Visit our web page to see more figures in this series

This figure being: Sqn80 125 “Armistice 1918” 
British Private

 Rereleased: 026 Toy Soldiers Set Colours and Escort, 
The Buffs East Kent Regiment 1890 Painted

The Three Musketeers, is a novel by Alexandre 
Dumas Set in the 17th century, it recounts the 
adventures of a young man named d’Artagnan 

after he leaves home to travel to Paris, 
to join the Musketeers of the Guard.

Painted in Matt £39.35 each, also available 
as Kit/ Casting £10.85 each.

All our figures are hand made in Nottingham, 
England, available painted or as Kit/ Casting 

as our entire range.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62 COMMEMORATING WORLD WAR I

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

The Christmas 2014 Set World War One - The British Army
Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, Officer, Private Infantry Summer/ Winter and Private Scottish Regiment

This special limited edition “Christmas 2014 Set” is only available during the year of issue
The figures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously hand-painted in 

gloss enamel to the highest standards
Priced at £82.75

Grenadiers of the Guard Napoleonic Wars – 
Kneeling and Standing Firing 6 Figure set, 
painted in Gloss Priced at £82.75 per Set, 

and £8.45 as Kit/ castings each.

Rereleased; 067 Toy Soldier Set The English Civil War 
Painted A General, a Cavalry Officer and two Troopers, 

an Infantry Sergeant and three Musketeers 54mm English 
Civil War 1642-1651. Available painted and as kit castings. 

Priced at £104.75 Painted and £8.45 as Kit/ castings
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62 BRITAINS LARGEST GUARDSMAN

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

The Indian Mutiny of 1857 Toy Set Painted 54mm 

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

Web http://www.gijoecanada.com/ 
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

PARADE OF SOVEREIGNS

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

Web http://www.gijoecanada.com/ 

MS2 Toy Soldiers Set English Archers 
The Battle of Agincourt Painted

776 Toy Soldier Set 
Gebhard Leberecht 

von Blücher
Mounted Painted

775 Toy Soldier Set 
Gebhard Leberecht 

von Blücher 
on Foot Painted

The Battle of Agincourt was a major English victory in the Hundred Years’ War. The battle occurred on Friday, 25 October 1415 
Saint Crispin’s Day, near modern-day Azincourt, in northern France. Henry V’s victory at Agincourt, against a numerically 
superior French army, crippled France and started a new period in the war during which Henry married the French king’s 
daughter and then Henry’s son, Henry VI, was made heir to the throne of France.
Henry V led his troops into battle and participated in hand-to-hand fighting. The French king of the time, Charles VI, did not 
command the French army himself as he suffered from severe, repeating illnesses and moderate mental incapacitation. Instead, 
the French were commanded by Constable Charles d’Albret and various prominent French noblemen of the Armagnac party.
The battle is notable for the use of the English longbow, which Henry used in very large numbers, with English and Welsh 
archers forming most of his army.
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

BRITAINS CLYDE MODEL DOCKYARD

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

The Toy Soldier Company
926 Newark Avenue

5th Floor rear
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306

USA
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Napoleonic War 
The Prussian Army

Prussian Landwehr Infantry, Toy Soldier Set 777, 
Painted or Unpainted Kit/Casting

Price Painted £79.75 Price Unpainted each £8.45

775/776 Toy Soldier Set Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher 
on Foot and Mounted Painted or Unpainted Kit/Casting

Price painted Foot £19.75 Mounted £37.75 
Price unpainted Foot £8.45 and Mounted £16.45

The Battle of Waterloo - The Napoleonic war 1803-1815 - Christmas set 2015,
The Duke of Wellington, Officer 2nd Dragoons, King’s German Legion, Napoleon Bonaparte, 

Marshal Berthier, Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher and General Officer

This special limited edition “Christmas 2015 Set” is only available during the year of issue. 
The figures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously 

hand-painted in gloss enamel to the highest standards.

Price painted £82.75

778 Toy Soldier Set 
Landwehr Cavalry Prussian Napoleonic War Painted

Three Troopers
54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars

Price Painted £99.75 – Price Unpainted Kit/Casing each £16.45

778 Toy Soldier Set Landwehr Cavalry 
Prussian Napoleonic War Painted
An Officer, Sergeant and Trumpeter,

54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75 – Price Unpainted Kit/Casing each £16.45
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DON PIELIN
CONGRATULATIONS ON 35 YEARS OF OTS
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Dutkins’ Collectables
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33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148
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www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

PG3 Toy Soldiers Set The Fifes and Drums 
Potsdam Giant Grenadiers Painted

Four Fifers and four Drummers
The Potsdam Giants was the Prussian infantry regiment 

No 6, composed of taller-tha-average soldiers.
The regiment was founded in 1675 and dissolved 

in 1806 after the Prussian defeat against Napoleon.
Throughout the reign of the Prussian king Friedrich 

Wilhelm I of Prussia 1688–1740 the unit was known as the 
Potsdamer Riesengarde giant guard of Potsdam in German, 

but the Prussian population quickly nicknamed them the 
Lange Kerls - Tall Lads.
54mm Historical Figures
Price Painted £104.75 – 

Price Unpainted Kit/Casing each £8.45

757 Toy Soldiers Set French Hussars
Troopers, 7th Regiment

54mm French troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N

760 Toy Soldiers Set 7th Queen’s Own Hussars
An Officer, Trumpeter and Sergeant

54mm British troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N
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780 Toy Soldier Set Landwehr Prussian Dragoons Napoleonic War Painted
An Officer, Sergeant and Trumpeter, 54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars

Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - Price code N

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

facebook.com/oldtoysoldier          @oldtoysoldier          @oldtoysoldier
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Canada
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The Indian Rebellion Toy Soldiers Set 1105 
Painted or Unpainted

The Indian Rebellion of 1857 refers to a rebellion in India 
against the rule of the British East India Company, that ran 

from May 1857 to June 1858.

The rebellion began as a mutiny of sepoys of the East India 
Company’s army on 10 May 1857, in the cantonment 
of the town of Meerut, and soon escalated into other 

mutinies and civilian rebellions largely in the upper Gangetic 
plain and central India, with the major hostilities confined to 
present-day Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, northern Madhya Pradesh, 

and the Delhi region.

The rebellion posed a considerable threat to East India 
Company power in that region, and was contained only with the 
fall of Gwalior on 20 June 1858. The rebellion has been known 
by many names, including India’s First War of Independence.

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Plate No.001 
Uniforms of the British Army 

–The Grenadier Guards 1660 - 
1815 Part I

A3 Size: 297 x 420 mm
Plate made by Charles C. Stadden, 

Republished
Published by; Norman Newton 124, 

New Bond ST. W.1 - Now; 
Tradition of London Ltd.

Copyright Design

AN
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Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
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All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Soon to be released; Lieutenant Colonel George Custer and Sitting Bull with Cavalry and Troops

1916 Battle of the Somme 
Toy Soldiers 54mm Painted in Gloss World War I - 1914-1918

Toy set - Trad 5 – 54mm Painted in Gloss

Kaiser Wilhelm II with Staff - 
The Imperial German Army

Toy set 097 – 54mm Painted in Gloss
 

Top row;
General Officer Prussian Infantry

Kaiser Wilhelm II 
General Officer 3rd Garde Uhlans

General Officer 1st Kurassiers
 

Lower row;
 General Officer Life Hussar Regiment No 1

General Prussian Infantry
Duke of Mecklenberg 14th Jäger Battalion

General Prussian Hussars

SPECIAL 
FRAZIER MUSEUM 

STEWART 
TOY SOLDIER 

GALLERY 
FEATURE
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Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
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Canada
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All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Soon to be released Sitting 
Bull and Custer in our 54mm 

Series Painted in Gloss

2016 Christmas set - The German Army - The First World War 1914-1918 - 54mm Painted in Gloss 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, General Staff Officer, Manfred Von Richtofen - Red Baron, Pilot, 

Private carrying a machine gun and Private carrying hack and spade.
 The figures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously hand-painted in gloss enamel to the highest standards.
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All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

George Armstrong Custer, Sitting Bull and Mounted Indians in action American Indian War
In our 54mm series - Painted in Gloss or as unpainted Kit

More to follow Indians and 7th Cavalry Regiment

HEYDE KINGS AND EMPERORS 
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Release Date
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OUT
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SUBSCRIBE TO OUR CHANNEL! 

TOY SOLDIERS, ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES
Toy Soldiers, Antiques 

and Collectibles

Watch Ray and Bre 

LIVE on Facebook 

THURSDAYS AT 7PM EST!

facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

Ask last minute questions before an auction, catch up 
on hobby news, learn tips about soldier collecting, 

view featured lots and much more!

LIVE 67
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HOBBY NEWS

The Hyatt lobby has been renovated, and will continue to 
brand the area with CTSS signage and decor so that there 
is no doubt for any Hyatt guest or visitor that there will be a 
Toy Soldier Show at the Hyatt on Sunday, September 24th.

We will also continue the “comforts” we introduced last 
year to make the show more pleasant for our vendors: 
Welcome desk, Dealer packets, Sunday lunches delivered 
to tables, and some new surprises.

Because we want to generate a broader Sunday audience, 
we have expanded our advertising.  We are adding to the 
activities for younger children, such as a selfie photo booth 
with military uniforms and other props. (Yes, you adult kids 
may participate.)  We will continue child- and family-friendly 
policies and activities, such as free admission to the Show 
for children 12 and under, scavenger hunts, and give-away 
figures.

We are very excited about testing out the new lobby bar 
at the Hyatt by transforming the former hospitality party 
into CTSS HAPPY HOUR(S) on Saturday afternoon. 
Complimentary coupons will be in each dealer’s packet. 
We are proud to say that we are co-sponsoring this new 
event with Trains and Toy Soldiers of Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Also, it may be of interest to OTS readers that Jan and I have 
attended several shows across the country to promote our 
CTSS and support the hobby and colleagues.  We attended 
and promoted CTSS at the following venues:

Show of Shows Militaria event in Louisville, Kentucky, 
Maryland Antique Arms in Baltimore, Maryland, Long 
Island Model Soldiers in Long Island, New York, Lafayette 
Toy Soldier Show in Lafayette, Indiana, Toymania in Paris, 
France, Ontario Model Soldier Society in Toronto, Canada.
As we approach the Chicago Toy Soldier Show’s 40th 
anniversary we are gathering participation data from our 
vendors. We want to celebrate our loyal “long marchers” as 
well as our more recent vendors.

We have trebled our overseas advertising, especially in 
Europe. Each year we have a few more overseas vendors 
and attendees join our ranks. This we year we can finally 
add Canada to our 2017 overseas vendors.  Mexico you 
are next!

Look forward to meeting old friends and new. Roger 
Garfield

It Is Getting Around To 
That Time Of Year Again   
CHICAGO AND THE WORLD RENOWNED 
CHICAGO TOY SOLDIER SHOW (CTSS)
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 24th  2017
News from Show promoter Roger Garfield

Annual Toy Soldier and Figure Bargain Room   
Saturday, September 23rd - 10am   Fourth Floor Hyatt Hotel

    facebook/oldtoysoldier      oldtoysoldier.com           @oldtoysoldier           oldtoysoldier



7



8 88 88 8

Holiday Inn London - Bloomsbury
Coram Street, London 
WC1N 1HT
The Turner and Booker Suites
(Only 2 minutes walk north of Russell Square 
Underground Station and 1 minute east of 
the Royal National Hotel)

ADMISSION £5
Entry to the PUBLIC - 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Early Bird entry from 6:30 AM - £ 15 

For further 
details contact:
Adrian Little
Telephone: 01635-30535
e-mail: info@mercatortrading.com

SATURDAY 9th OF SEPTEMBER 2017

Show Sponsored By 
Old Toy Soldier Magazine 

and Old Toy Soldier 
Auctions USA

OLD TOY SOLDIER and FIGURE SHOW (UK)

This is a dateline show for old toy soldiers and figures, pre 1980 vintage 
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BRITAINS BEAUFIGHTER DISCOVERY
By Norman Joplin

The SMALLWOOD NOTEBOOKS, 
a record of work for Britains 
Engineering, Machine and 
Toolroom Department between 
1932 and 1938, compiled by 
George Smallwood reveal many 
interesting details and information 
about the inner workings of the 
factory and the future products that 
were being designed for release. 
The notebook entries extend 
beyond the date recorded at the 
front of the document and continue 
with further entries up to 1941.

The most interesting section of 
the notebooks appertains to the 
late pre World War Two era, during 
which Britains continued designing 
items right up to 1941, alongside 
undertaking munitions work for the 
British Government War effort. This 

work even meant that staff were 
required to work throughout the 
“Black Out” and while enemy planes 
were bombing London. The first 
German bomb fell on London on 
August 24th 1940.

Many products familiar to collectors 
from this 1939/41 period are listed 
both in the notebooks and in 
Britains catalogues up until the last 
pre war catalogue issued in 1941, 
along with details of the time spent 
producing each piece.

The last entry in the Britains 
notebooks was May 13th 1941, 
and states “ All toy and model 
work stopped, concentrate on 
munitions”. Alterations to figures 
was still being carried out at this 
date, however apart from the 

following note no new items were 
being modelled.

The last entry of an actual new 
product reads BEAUFIGHTER 
Pattern and tintanite, on 28th April 
1941.

Tintanite according to a brief 
description of the material on 
Wikipedea is as follows:

Tintanite occurs as a common 
accessory mineral in intermediate 
and felsic igneous rocks and 
associated pegmatites. It also 
occurs in metamorphic rocks such 
as gneiss and schists and skarns. 
As a gemstone, titanite is usually 
some shade of chartreuse, but can 
be brown or black. The Beaufighter 
above shows similar color.

Wooden Beaufighters owned by Dennis Britain, photographed in the garden of his home in 1993.
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Several years ago a prototype 
Beaufighter (see picture #1) was 
auctioned by Vectis Auctions as 
part of the Bill Miele collection. But 
in September of 2016, a complete 
version of an actual production 
model was found at Sandown Park 
Toy Fair on the outskirts of London. 
This model is complete with 
what appear to be thin perspex 
propellers and it is believed to have 
been a “backdoor” acquisition by a 
former Britains employee.

The discovery of this aircraft fills 
a significant gap in late pre war 
products made by Britains. It is 
interesting to speculate which 
catalogue number was going to 
be designated to it. Until further 
tests can be made on the item it is 

uncertain if or not the aircraft is in 
fact made from Titinite, but if so it 
must be assumed that this was an 
experiment by Britains which was 
halted and not revived after World 
War Two.

The significance of Britains 
proposing to manufacture a 
Beaufighter is that Dennis Britain 
was an officer in the Royal Air 
Force during WWII up to 1946 
and it is possible that the item 
was a product suggestion having 
been designed by him. Mr. Britain 
flew in the Beaufighter, first as 
an air gunner on the Beaufighter 
Night Interceptor plane which at 
the time was designated to be a 
British Secret Weapon and later as 
navigator and trainer, combating 

German Luftwaffer aircraft. He was 
awarded the D.F.C. (Distinguished 
Flying Cross Medal) and later an 
O.B.E. (Order of the British Empire)

Bristol Beaufighter 
Night Fighter History       

Before the start of the Second 
World War, the twin-engine fighter 
had received little attention in 
most countries, because fighters 
were primarily envisaged as day 
interceptors. This task could be 
fulfilled most effectively by single-
engined fighters and little effort was 
placed behind the development of 
long-range, heavy combat aircraft. 
The exception was Germany 
where the long-range strategic 
fighter received close attention 
from the mid-thirties, resulting 
in the Messerschmitt Bf 110. 
Britain’s lack of long-range heavy 
fighters when the war started was 
a source of humiliation for the RAF 
single-engined fighters, since the 
Hurricane and Spitfire lacked the 
endurance for effective standing 
patrols. It was soon discovered that 
a heavy long-range fighter would be 
invaluable to perform a wide variety 
of tasks. The result was the Bristol 
Beaufighter, which entered service 
a year after the outbreak of war 
at a time when it was most sorely 
needed. When No. 29 Squadron of 
the Royal Air Force became fully 
operational with the Beaufighter 
Mk IF in October 1940, it marked 
the beginning of operations by a 
night fighter that was completely 
capable of performing its task.

The acquisition of a complete 
Britains Beaufighter does help to 
add some additional information 
to the early Pre war manufacturing 
history.

OLD TOY SOLDIER AUCTIONS 
USA will offer this item in their 
Investment rarities Auction on 14 
October 2017, see this issue for 
preview.

BRITAINS BEAUFIGHTER DISCOVERY (Continued)

Beaufighter aircraft identifier.

Beaufighter painting.
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Supplementary information related 
to Britains late pre war items is 
also recorded in the Smallwood 
Notebooks.

Job number 6 on February 14th 
1941 A running Pilot in OO 
Gauge took 68 hours to complete. 
(Skybird made a number of air force 
personnel, including a running 

pilot. Could there be a connection 
and could Britains have made the 
Skybird figures?)

No doubt despite no example 
having ever been found, this was 
to supplement the Beaufighter and 
the as yet to be discovered Britains 
Spitfire, for which patterns, plans 
and letter decals were recorded as 

having taken some 36 hours to work 
on. These facts show that work 
was underway on the Spitfire on 
April 18th 1941, 23 days prior to the 
Beaufighter work on May 13th. Once 
again it is interesting to speculate 
which catalogue number was to be 
allocated to the above 2 items.

BRITAINS BEAUFIGHTER DISCOVERY (Continued)

Dennis Britain in RAF uniform with his wife 
and daughter, 1941.

Britains Beaufighter minus propeller. #1 Prototype from Vectis Auctions Meile Collection.

Underside of the newly 
discovered Britians 
Beaufighter with 
W Britain signature on 
one wing and made in 
England on the other.

Dennis Britain with his wife and daughters outside Buckingham Palace 
after receiving the order of the British Empire. (O.B.E.)
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628 Dixie Highway, Rossford OH, 43460 • 419-662-TOYS (8697)628 Dixie Highway, Rossford OH, 43460 • 419-662-TOYS (8697)

Call for specific
condition & details. 

Thank You.

Set 39 Kings Troop R.H.A. $ 475

Set 9312 
Royal 
Scots Greys 
Band
$ 425

Set 28 
Mountain 
Gun of the 
Royal 
Artillery
$ 375

Set 2179 
Black Watch 
Pipes & 
Drums
$ 450

Set 2109 
Highland 
Pipe Band 
Pipes Drums
$ 500

Set 9491 Arabs of the Desert $ 450

Set 2067 
Sovereigns 
Standard 
and Escort
$ 450

Set 2096 
Irish Pipes 
& Drums
$ 400

Set 101 Band of the Life Guards $ 350 Set 27 Band of the Line $ 200

Set 2062 Seaforth Highlanders  $ 400 Set 39 Kings Troop R.H.A. $ 475

Set 9312 
Royal 
Scots Greys 
Band
$ 425

Set 28 
Mountain 
Gun of the 
Royal 
Artillery
$ 375

Set 2179 
Black Watch 
Pipes & 
Drums
$ 450

Set 2109 
Highland 
Pipe Band 
Pipes Drums
$ 500

Set 9491 Arabs of the Desert $ 450

Set 2067 
Sovereigns 
Standard 
and Escort
$ 450

Set 2096 
Irish Pipes 
& Drums
$ 400

Set 101 Band of the Life Guards $ 350 Set 27 Band of the Line $ 200

Set 2062 Seaforth Highlanders  $ 400
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The subject of the correct State dress uniform for the 
Household Cavalry mounted band is clarified in the 
following correspondence between Colonel Pudney 
and the curator, Lt. Colonel A.D Meakin of the 
Household Cavalry Museum in Windsor, Berkshire 
UK.

Britains Set 101 Life Guards Mounted Band issued 
first in 1899 came in two distinct paint versions of 
uniform. Red Tunics with Gold Vertical Stripes (See 
sketches) and Blue Tunics with Gold Vertical Stripes. 
in 1919 Britains eliminated the Blue and Gold paint 
version and introduced the Gold Jacket with vertical 
maroon stripes.

The Britains Factory Records indicate that no item was 
allocated Set # 103. Experts have often contended 
that the Blue Uniform Version was allocated this 
number., and named Royal Horse Guards. See 
Soldiers of Greater Britain by Joe Wallis pages 175-
177.

The following exchange of letters seems to verify from 
the Regimental point of view that real life Household 
Cavalry Royal Horse Guards were never dressed in 
Blue tunics.

BRITAINS SET # 101 
MOUNTED HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY BANDS

By Norman Joplin  Photos Courtesy Joe Wallis

This is the second in a series of unpublished articles submitted to OTSN in 1984 
by the late Colonel Donald R Pudney, Lord of Hinderclay.
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BRITAINS SET # 101 
MOUNTED HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY BANDS (Continued)

A Britains mistake ? or as Joe Wallis states, a way 
of achieving additional sales with the two different 
colours of uniform.

I am indebted to Joe Wallis for permission to quote 
from his new book,and for the photographs at the 
head of this article.

Joe will as usual be at the Chicago Toy Soldier 
Show in September with signed copies of Soldiers 
of Greater Britain.

Tucks postcard of the early 1900’s showing a Royal Horse Guards Mounted Band in Red and Gold 
accompanied by a Royal Horse Guards Escort in Traditional Blue Uniform.

Original painting block for Britains cataloged Set #101 
courtesy SAS Auctions and the Selwyn-Smith Archive.

Set #101 entitled Band of the Lifeguards with 
Gold and Blue Uniforms.
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BRITAINS SET # 101 
MOUNTED HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY BANDS (Continued)
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BRITAINS SET # 101 
MOUNTED HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY BANDS (Continued)
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BRITAINS SET # 101 
MOUNTED HOUSEHOLD CAVALRY BANDS (Continued)
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BOOK REVIEW
Soldiers of Greater Britain

Britains Limited Lead Soldiers 1893-1924
By Joe Wallis

Reviewed By Russ Bednarek

Longtime Britains expert and collector Joe Wallis has 
just published his third book examining the production 
of Britains Ltd mechanical toys and lead soldiers. Mr. 
Wallis previously published Regiments of All Nations, 
Britains Ltd. Lead Soldiers 1946-1966 (1981), and 
Armies of the World, Britains Ltd. Lead Soldiers 1925-
1941 (1993, 2011).  Both of these highly regarded 
books helped educate Britains collectors with essential 
information from set composition, paint variations, dates 
of production and much more.   Soldiers of Greater 
Britain, Britains Limited Lead Soldiers 1893-1924, 
which was much anticipated by Britians enthusiasts, 
completes the Wallis trilogy.
 
The first chapter is a brief history of Britains Ltd that is 
creatively augmented by period written articles of tours 
taken of the Britians factory in 1895 and 1903. The 1910 
factory tour article is supplemented with several period 
photographs of Britains employees hard at work.  The 
1896 and 1909 catalogs are also included for collectors to 
study.  The second chapter, “Basic Identification Hints”, 
examines the various distinctions among sets produced 

prior to 1925.  A very user friendly chart is provided for 
each type of cavalry and infantry organization that allows 
the reader to quickly identify the figure they are looking at.  
Identification is quickly found by cross-indexing the top 
columns of uniform information and the pose of the figure 
with a list of regiments listed in descending order along 
the right hand side of the chart.  Chapter three examines 
the highly innovative mechanical toys produced by 
Britains Ltd.  Excellent color pictures and an informative 
text further enhance this most interesting chapter.
 
The real “meat” of Soldiers of Greater Britain is found in 
the next three chapters.  It is here that the author is at 
his best as he breaks down set by set the differences in 
uniforms painted, set composition, changes of the type 
of castings used in the set and much more.  Mr.Wallis 
continues his user friendly format found in Regiments 
of All Nations and Armies of the World in Soldiers of 
Greater Britain.  The simple but highly efficient layout 
of descriptive text on one page and high quality 
photographs of the corresponding sets on the opposite 
page is a pleasure to use.  Perhaps the best way to 
explain the extensive examination each set receives is 
to simply provide an example.  I randomly selected set 
107; the Irish Guards marching.  I will briefly summarize 
Mr. Wallis’s examination of this set.  In the set there is a 
fixed arm bemedalled officer and seven other ranks with 
valise packs marching with fixed bayonets.  A description 
of the uniform as painted is described complete with 
the incorrectly painted uniform that followed.  In 1905 
the 52 mm men with valise packs were replaced by 54 
mm oval-based box pack marching figure dated 1-8-
1905, while at the same time the half-booted officer 
dated 16-11-1905 marching with moveable arm holding 
the sword downwards was used.  The officer and men 
became square-based in 1908.  The next version in 1914 
used a full trousered man without a pack and the date 
removed from underneath the base.  Officer remained 
half-booted until 1934 in contrast to the full trousered 
marching figures.  This detailed description enables the 
collector to correctly authenticate sets and individual 
pieces.  B-Series sets from 1896-1916 receive the same 
scrutiny in their own chapter.  
 
The box labels created by free lance artist Frederick 
William Wisstock are examined and pictured in an 
exciting separate chapter.  Wisstock created over 140 
box labels and illustrated numerous Britains catalogs 
from 1908-1930.  All Wisstock labels between sets 
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BOOK REVIEW (Continued)

1-224 are presented.  Mr.Wallis continues his reader 
friendly format with both text and corresponding color 
photograph on the same page.  Each page of text is 
accompanied with a minimum of at least two color 
photographs of boxes.
 
The final three chapters explore the Model Home 
Farm 1922-1924, Football Teams 1904-1924 and the 
production of the Paris Office 1905-1923.  Created in 
1923 the Model Home Farm series was comprised of 
individual pieces and sets.  Individual pieces appearing 
in the book are 501 Farmer to 541 Cart Horse and the 
unnumbered Nestle’s Cow item.  Sets 1-F Model Home 
Farm Display up to 5-F Farm Wagon with Farmhand 
are presented.  The Famous Football Teams range was 
initially offered in 1904.  Consisting of eleven figures in 
four poses, this range proved to be one of Britians most 
popular series.  An easy to use chart consisting of “Shirt” 
and “Shorts” columns offers collectors a fast guide to 
team identification.  Paris Office figures and boxes are 
highly sought after and have become the hottest genre 
of Britians collecting.  Information is scare and a Paris 
Office catalog or price list is the true Holy Grail of Britains 
collectors.  Paris Office figures command a premium 
price and the set descriptions should help collectors 
avoid costly collector errors as fake pieces have entered 
the market.  A list of known Paris Office set numbers is 
provided.  The chapter concludes with the inclusion of 
the Paris Office B Series sets.
 
An appendices listing of Pre-War sets 1925-1941, Post 
War sets 1946-1966, Glossary and helpful Topic Index 
and Finding Aid complete this excellent book.  The latter 

provides the most relevant set number and allows the reader 
to look up any set in the Roster of Sets and Identification 
Hints chapters respectively to learn everything about that 
particular set.  This is an extremely efficient way for the 
collector to quickly access information.
 
Soldiers of Greater Britain is hard covered with 453 pages 
of sheer Britains collecting joy.  Printed on high quality 
glossy paper, the 782 high quality color photographs of 
figures, sets, and boxes really make this a mandatory 
purchase for any Britains collector.  This will be a book 
you will constantly consult during you collecting career 
and is well worth the $75 price.  Highly recommended.  
Thank you to Mr. Wallis who generously provided a copy 
for this review.  
 

Available From
Joe Wallis

P.O. Box 3407
Arlington, Virginia  22203-3407

 
Website: www.leadsoldierbooks.com

Payment: Check, money order in US funds
PayPal: joewallis@comcast.net
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Soldiers of Greater Britain
Joe Wallis

Soldiers of Greater Britain is the third volume of Joe 
Wallis’ in‐depth history of Britains Limited Lead Soldiers. 
It deals with the era between 1893 and 1924 when the firm 
developed the distinctive style and quality that made 
Britains toy soldiers the most popular and recognizable in 
the world. This intensively researched book answers 
questions about early mechanical toys, “ancient” Britains 
figures, sources of their designs, accuracy of their models, 
the small‐scale B Series, the little‐known Paris Office, and 
Fred Whisstock’s wonderful box labels. Soldiers of Greater 
Britain along with Armies of the World, 1925‐1941 and 
Regiments of All Nations, 1946‐1966 provides a thorough 
and authoritative record of Britains traditional lead lines. 
See www.leadsoldierbooks.com. 
 
● Features 782 close‐up color photographs placed in 
numerical order throughout the text by the corresponding 
set descriptions 
 
● Contains 453 pages providing:  color schemes, changes 
in the composition of sets, cross references to other sets 
with the same figures, and the years during which each 
set or item appeared prior to 1925 
 
● Includes a Company History, a chapter of Basic 
Identification Hints, a Glossary, Appendices listing sets 
made after 1924, and a Topic Index 

 
Joe Wallis is a noted authority, having written over 150 articles published in the Old Toy Soldier journal. 
 
To get your autographed copy of this very useful hard cover book, fill out the form below and send it with a 
check or money order in U.S. dollars, payable to Joe Wallis. Credit or debit cards are not accepted, but PayPal can 
be used (to joewallis@comcast.net). Forward payment ($75 for U.S. addresses or $100 for Canadian and Overseas 
addresses, which includes postage) to:  Joe Wallis, P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, Virginia 22203‐3407. 

 

Your Name:                         
 

Your Address:                         

 

                           

 

City, State, Postal Code                       
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Mercator Trading
Buy online... 

www.mercatortrading.com

Probably the best vintage figure website in the World.
n The uncommon figures   n The widest range of makers
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With a title like that it is almost certain that somebody, 
somewhere will respond with the answer NO! But 
that’s part of the fun of collecting toy soldiers and 
writing pieces for the Old Toy Soldier magazine.

Most connoisseurs of Britain’s will be familiar 
of course with the famous set produced by that 
company for Queen Mary’s Dolls House. However, 
this was a one-off commission for the Royal family. 
It has been in Winsor castle since it was presented 
in 1924. Only one other set is known that belonged 
to the daughter of Frederick Britain. This set was 
sold by Phillips at auction in June 1988 for £3,500 
/ $6300)! The Britain’s set was 1/6th of the standard 
54 mm scale which works out at just under 1cm tall 
for a foot figure. The set included both Foot Guards 
and Household Cavalry, all present in a miniature 
copy of one the famous Britain’s red boxes. The set 
was never intended for commercial sale however, 
and so hardly qualifies as an example of figures that 
are accessible to modern collectors. 

 

The legendary Britain’s Queen Mary’s Dolls House set  

The same is not true of figures produced by William 
Britain’s most famous French competitor CBG Mignot, 
although their range of tiny figures is much less well 
known in the collecting fraternity. Indeed, they do not 
even figure in Christian Blondieau’s magnum Opus 
on the output of that famous company (Christian 

Blondieau (1999) Soldats de Plomb & Figurines 
Civiles- Collection C.B.G. Mignot, Hardcover, Kepi 
Rouge).  Christian presents examples of CBG’s 
figures ranging from the 1me size at 32mm through 
40, 54 and 75mm to their 110 mm giants (the latter 
produced in both lead and aluminium). However, 
the tiniest figures are not referred to, although a few 
do sneak into a couple of pictures unannounced (of 
which more later!).

I first came across these tiny soldiers on a trip to 
Paris in the 1990s, when trawling through the flea 
markets in St Ouen. I had already picked up a few 
standard size single pieces from the many specialist 
shops that existed in the market at that time. I was 
still searching around in some of the more obscure 
corners ever hopeful of finding treasure, when I 
spotted some militaria. Venturing further into the 
dark recesses at the back of the shop I spotted what 
looked like a CBG maroon coloured box, half hidden 
behind a pile of what can only be described as junk! 
In my limited French I managed to persuade the shop 
owner to dig it out so I could have a closer look. It 
was obvious as he offered it to me for inspection that 
it had been there for some considerable time, given 
the thick layer of dust covering it! But opening up the 
box revealed far more enticing contents. The box, 
which was over ½ a metre long, was crammed full 
of a miniature version of the French army circa 1900 
in review order, displayed in a scenic diorama box 
base, with a fold down front edge. It was like nothing 
I had ever seen before.

The owner’s opening gambit was to suggest an 
extortionate price. This was, of course, immediately 
rebuffed as absurd, given the condition of the set 
and how long it had obviously been sitting there. 
Fortunately, I was well armed with cash (French francs 
at that time) which worked wonders in establishing a 
deal at a more modest rate. I guessed (correctly as it 
turned out) that the condition of the set was actually 
not bad under all the dirt and I went away hopeful I 
had a struck a good bargain.

On getting the set home and having cleaned it up I 
was pleased to find that it was more than complete, 
with no less than 210 extra pieces in addition to its 
full complement of Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery. The 
foot figures measure out at just under 10mm in height, 
the same scale as the Britain’s set. All are moulded in 

ARE THESE THE SMALLEST TOY SOLDIERS IN THE WORLD?
By Rob Wilson
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semi-ronde form.  The Infantry are in blocks of 4 rows 
of 5 marching at the slope in line, Infanterie de Ligne 
and Chasseurs a Pieds both being represented. The 
different types are distinguished simply by different 
paint finishes. The cavalry comprise both Cuirassiers 
and Hussards (or possibly Chasseurs a Cheval). 
Again, the castings are basically identical, the different 
types being distinguished by the paint finishes. The 
Cuirassiers have bare metal chests, representing 
their steel cuirass breastplates, finished off with dark 
blue jackets and red trousers. The Hussards are in 
pale blue jackets with red jackets. The artillery are 
again moulded as semi-ronde, silhouettes, (with 
three mounted artillery men pulling a limber and gun 
(or ammunition caisson), the unridden horses that 
would have run alongside in real life being omitted as 
“artistic licence”). 

The infantry and cavalry groups are each mounted on 
tin plate bases. The infantry blocks have 4 rows of 5 
figures; the cavalry 10 rows of two figures in line. The 
tinplate bases mean that the figures can be moved 
around “en bloc”, with great play value.

Counting the artillery teams as 5 pieces, the 
cavalrymen and their horses each as 1 piece, the full 
set comprises 392 pieces, as follows:
•	 Infanterie de Ligne marching at the slope 
	 (no officers). 8 blocks of 20 pieces; 160 figures;
•	 Chasseurs de Pieds marching at the slope 
	 (no officers). 4 blocks of 20 pieces; 80 figures;
•	 Artillery with cannon or ammunition caisson. 
	 6 sets of 5 pieces; 30 pieces/figures;
•	 Cuirassiers. 4 blocks of 20 mounted pieces; 
	 80 figures;
•	 Hussards. 2 blocks of 20 mounted pieces; 
	 40 figures;
•	 finally, the whole parade is led by two mounted
	 general staff officers.

All were originally tied onto a scenic card base with 
rural backdrop on three sides. The box measures 
21½” long by 5¼ “ wide and 3” tall.

Shortly after my purchase another similar set was 
offered by Vectis auctions, without the original box. 
The auction hammer eventual went down at a price 
of £600 (over $1000 dollars at then current exchange 
rates).

Since then I have spotted a few other examples, 
including a small selection of unboxed figures on 
eBay, as well as two large boxed sets.  The latter 
are of especial interest as they were both larger sets, 
which included a few extra figures, including flag 
bearers for both foot and mounted contingents.

The larger sets I have seen both comprise 739 
pieces, as follows:
•	 Infanterie de Ligne marching at the slope 
	 (plus 16 officers). 12 blocks of 20 pieces; 
	 240 soldiers and 16 officers;
•	 Chasseurs de Pieds marching at the slope (plus 
	 11 officers). 8 blocks of 20 pieces; 160 soldiers 
	 and 11 officers;
•	 Artillery with cannon. 24 sets of 5 pieces (plus 
	 15 officers); 120 pieces/figures and 15 officers;
•	 Hussards. 4 blocks of 20 mounted pieces (plus 
	 6 officers); 80 soldiers plus 6 officers;
•	 Cuirassiers. 4 blocks of 20 mounted pieces (plus 
	 9 officers); 80 soldiers plus 9 officers;
•	 finally, the whole parade is led by 2 mounted 
	 general staff officers.

These larger boxes measure 31” long by 5” wide and 
3”, tall.

As with toy soldiers generally they look their best 
when displayed in large numbers. This particular 
“Revue” makes a particularly fine impression of the 
French Army circa 1900. The accompanying pictures 
show the figures compared with a standard 54mm 
figure, as well as “en masse”.

As well as soldiers CBG also produced sailors in the 
same scale which were supplied with some of their 
even smaller scale battleships.  These tiny figures 
did make their way into Christian Blondieau’s book, 
but are not discussed in detail. Any readers with 
more information on these or similar sets is invited to 
contact the author.

Rob Wilson, July 29th 2017  
Author contact details: 

r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk; 
Telephone -  00 1 631 2689742 or +44 2476523530.

ARE THESE THE SMALLEST TOY SOLDIERS IN THE WORLD?
(Continued)
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ARE THESE THE SMALLEST TOY SOLDIERS IN THE WORLD?
(Continued)

One of the larger display sets (500/2) in all its glory. The label is stamped “Revue” and the set number.

The smaller display set, unnumbered, but titled simply “Infanterie”.  However, the evidence of the string ties suggests it contained 
both Cavalerie and Artillerie originally as shown here.

The “Revue” (parade) is headed by 2 General Staff officers. They are followed by 240 Infanterie de Ligne led by 16 mounted and foot officers, 
including a flag bearer and a similar group of 160 Chasseurs a Pieds with 11 extra officers, mounted and on foot.
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ARE THESE THE SMALLEST TOY SOLDIERS IN THE WORLD?
(Continued)

The centre of the parade is made up two blocks of horse drawn artillery with guns and ammunition caissons, each block containing 
6 guns and 6 ammunition caissons (10 pieces in total); plus 15 extra mounted officers including a flag bearer lead the battery.

The cavalry bring up the rear: 80 Hussards are led by 6 separate officers, followed by a similar number of Cuirassiers 
and 9 more officers, including a standard bearer.

The CBG 10mm figures compared with 
a standard 54mm example (in this 
case a copy of Britain’s Paris Office 
Infanterie de Ligne en Grande Tenue).
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ARE THESE THE SMALLEST TOY SOLDIERS IN THE WORLD?
(Continued)

CBG 10mm Cuirassiers mounted on tinplate base 
(blocks of 20 figures).

CBG 10mm Chasseurs a Pieds mounted on tinplate base 
(blocks of 20 soldiers).

General staff officers

 Artillerie

On the march! 100 Infanterie de Ligne, 20 Chassers a Pieds  and 20 Cuirassiers
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at

THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,

Britains,Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 St. Petersburg
Studios,The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier

Australian makers. Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

28 th International Collector's Convention 
 

at 21st October 2017 
 

New address: 61169 FRIEDBERG Germany
'Stadthalle Friedberg' -  Am Seebach 2   

10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. -  7.50 Euro admission. 
 

 

Biggest event of this kind in Germany!
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

FIGUREN-MESSE Kevin Enser 
Wormser Auktionshaus Lösch® - Weinbrennerstr. 20 

67551 Worms, Tel. 0049 6247 90 46 16, Mobil 0176 31 64 15 55 
Email: enser@figurenmesse.de 

Website: www.auktionshaus-loesch.de 

Since many years here annually vintage 
and new designed historical toy soldiers 
of all kind are offered, as well as acces-
sories from ELASTOLIN, LINEOL, 
PREISER, TIPP&Co, TIMPO, to name 
only some. This show is the biggest event 
of it's kind for our interesting and sustain-
able hobby in Germany.Thematically the 
themes of figures on offer range from an-
cient Romans, Normans and Vikings, Me-
dieval Knights and WildWest to soldiers 
from the periods of the 18th, 19th and 
20th century. Beside toy soldiers there 
also are vehicles and other accessories, 
especially for WW I and WW Il scenarios, 
as well as civilians, animals and much 
more available. Attention is paid to dio-
ramas and scenic arrangements.  
 

AND FAIR 
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AUCTION PREVIEW

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
P.O. Box 13323

Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733

Fax 412-344-5273
raytoys@aol.com

www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

facebook.com/oldtoysoldier
@oldtoysoldier
@oldtoysoldier

Old Toy Soldier Auctions sets Oct. 14 date 
for two big sessions featuring 
Part II of Bill Jackey collection and 
Ib Melchior estate collection from Denmark
Online-only auction includes rarities from virtually all 
Britains categories + early Nuremburg-style flat figures ordinarily 
seen only in European museums

PITTSBURGH – On October 14, 
collectors of antique and vintage toy 
soldiers will be setting their sights on 
Pittsburgh as Old Toy Soldier Auctions 
(OTSA) presents two consecutive 
auction events whose contents boast 
outstanding quality and provenance 
in addition to rarity. The bidding 
action, via LiveAuctioneers.com 
and phone lines, will start at 10 a.m. 
with the distinguished Ib Melchior 
estate collection of antique military 
miniatures. A brief intermission will 
follow the conclusion of the Melchior 
session, then OTSA will introduce 
their 2017 Investment Rarities sale 
featuring Part II of the Bill Jackey 
collection.

“The Melchior family is very famous 
in their homeland of Denmark,” 
said OTSA owner Ray Haradin. “Ib 
Melchior was a screenwriter and 
director, his father, Lauritz Melchior, 
was an acclaimed Wagnerian tenor; 
and his grandfather, Jorgen Melchior, 
was headmaster of Melchior’s School 
in Copenhagen. Jorgen started the 
family collection of toy soldiers 
in 1860, and both Lauritz and Ib 
continued the tradition. For more 

than 150 years, the collection has 
remained in the Melchior family, so 
it’s a very special honor for us now to 
be auctioning it on their behalf.” 

The Melchior collection, which 
comprises 170 auction lots, consists 
primarily of 30mm Nuremberg-
style flat figures – the oldest type of 
military figures ever to be offered in 
an OTSA sale. It encompasses another 
fabled collection – that of a Dutch 
army general named Snyders – which 
Lauritz purchased in 1896. The 2,500 
figures acquired from General Snyders 
were made between 1820 and 1890. 
The auction includes the actual ledger 
from the Snyders purchase, as well as a 
Melchior family scrapbook containing 
photos, newspaper clippings and other 

fascinating documentation. “It’s highly 
unusual for a toy soldier collection to 
come with provenance like this. You 
just never see it outside of collections 
owned by royal families, and those 
collections are never sold.”

Nuremberg flat figures represent the 
very earliest period of commercial toy 
manufacture and seldom appear in the 
marketplace. Most that have survived 
are found only in museums in Germany 
and Austria. Within the Melchior 
collection there are very early figures 
by Allgeyer (active 1843-1890), 
Heinrichsen (multiple generations, 
1843-1945), Gerhardt Lezius (active 
1862-1880), and Christoph Ammon 
(mid-19th century).

Lauren and Ib Melchior with their armies.
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Among the highlights is Lot 128, a very 
rare Allgeyer figure that was among 
20 made in 1850 with a backward 
signature in the mold. According 
to archival records, the senior Mr. 
Allgeyer “signed the mold, but 
absentmindedly reversed the signature 
so that when the castings came out all 
the signatures were backwards – in 
mirror writing!” In the world of toy 
soldiers, Haradin commented, “an 
error like this one would be akin to 
a misstruck coin.”  Only four such 
figures are known to have survived, 
and one is in the Melchior collection.

Many of the military miniatures 
were given special treatment and 
presented in beautiful shadowboxes 
created by Ib’s wife, Cleo Baldon, 
who was an artist and decorator. 
The backgrounds were hand-colored 
engravings of the period, or original 
watercolors painted by Ms. Baldon. 
One such shadowbox, which was 
titled Place de la Concorde, held one 
of the reverse-signed figures. Together 
with 11 other Napoleonic Cavalry 
figures, the reverse-signed example is 
offered in the auction as Lot 1128 with 

a group-lot estimate of $1,350-$1,500. 

The Melchior collection also includes 
many figures from the Napoleonic 
Wars as well as Lot 132, an 1850 post-
Napoleonic set depicting an army 
camp at Treves. It contains 65 figures 
made by Heinrichsen and Allgeyer.

Other highly desirable sets include 
Lot 124, Edinburgh Castle shadowbox 
(22 pieces, circa 1840), est. $500-
$600; Palace Gardens shadowbox 
(circa 1845), Napoleon’s Farewell to 
His Troops (circa 1860), Review of 
French Troops (circa 1765-1785), and 
Napoleon’s Retreat from Waterloo 
(circa 1860).

Figures in the Melchior sale will be 
offered primarily in group lots of 20-
40 pieces, with opening bids as low 
as $20. “Every collector will have 
a chance to own something rare and 
early with great provenance,” Haradin 
said.

Following an intermission, OTSA 
will introduce its second event of 
the day – its third annual Investment 

Rarities Auction, featuring Part 
II of the exceptional Bill Jackey 
collection. Comprehensive in scope, 
the Jackey collection represents a 
virtual history of Britains production 
from its inception in 1893. There are 
first-version, pre-war and super-rare 
1948-1950 post-war sets; B-size, 
civilian and large display sets; Paris 
office productions, and four desirable 
commissioned sets made expressly for 
the London department store Gamages 
(1878-1972). Additionally, there are 
steel-helmeted horse-drawn sets, 
motorized vehicles, aircraft, a Parade 
Series set, half-sets and picture packs.

A top highlight is Lot 2102, a Britains 
Set #88 Seaforth Highlanders with 
plug hands. This exceedingly rare 
two-row, first-version set made circa 
1898 comes with provenance from the 
Lenoir Josey collection. The catalog’s 
cover lot, it is estimated at $8,000-
$12,000.

Lot 2151, Set #1458 Middlesex 
Band of the Line, was a special-
order item that appeared in Gamages’ 
1938 catalog. It comes to auction 

Top Left: Lot 128 very rare Allgeyer figure
Left: Lot 124 Edinburgh Castle shadowbox
Above: Lot 132 1850 post-Napoleonic set

AUCTION PREVIEW (Continued)



Lot 2102, a Britains Set #88 
Seaforth Highlanders with plug 
hands.

Lot 2151, Set #1458 Middlesex 
Band of the Line

Lot 2121, Black Watch Parade 
Series set #449

Lot 2155 Historical Series 
Infantry Set #1886

Lot 2066 Set #85 British Army 
in B-size display box.

with a $6,000-$8,000 estimate. Another 
Gamages set, Britains #1826 Special 
Toy Soldiers, is a wonderful two-tier set 
with impeccable provenance. Estimate: 
$5,000-$7,000. 

A pristine example of the Historical Series 
Infantry Set #1886 is entered as Lot 2155 
and is expected to reach $3,000-$5,000; 
while Lot 2121, Black Watch Parade Series 
set #449, is estimated at $2,000-$3,000. 
The very rare, circa-1932 production comes 
in a beautiful stand-up presentation box in 
which the figures stand upright.

OTSA has never before had the pleasure 
of auctioning a Set #85 British Army in 
B-size display box. Its 22-piece selection 
of smaller-scale soldiers includes members 
of the 5th Dragoons, Scots Greys, Scots 
Guards, and Northumberland Fusiliers. 
Cataloged as Lot 2066, the circa-1898 set 
is estimated at $2,000-$3,000.

Lot 2087, an extremely rare set of Matelots 
produced at Britains’ Paris office, could 
reach $3,000-$5,000. “Britains soldiers 
became so popular after the turn of the 
20th century that the company decided 
to set up a second manufacturing and 
distribution plant, located outside Paris,” 
Haradin explained. “It operated from 
1906 to 1916, and the soldiers and sets 
that came from that location are highly 
sought after by today’s collectors.”

Britains’ circa-1939 Salvation Army 
Band is a popular civilian set. Collectors 

AUCTION PREVIEW (Continued)



Lot 2128 Britains’ 
Beaufighter airplane

Lot 2211 Set #3/115, 
a Britains countertop 
picture pack display,

will find three set variations in this auction: 
men, women, and band in red tunics, each 
of which which will cross the auction block 
with estimates of $1,200-$2,500.

Lot 2123, Britains’ Set #1331 Steel-
Helmeted Limbered Wagon, had a very 
limited production run during 1940-41 only. 
Strong competition is expected for this lot, 
which is estimated at $3,000-$4,000.

The only known production example of 
Britains’ Beaufighter airplane will be 
offered as Lot 2128. The type of plane that 
William Britains flew during World War II 
– known as the Bristol Beaufighter – was 
the inspiration behind the toy airplane’s 
manufacture. Estimate: $3,000-$5,000.

A favorite with many collectors, Set #3/115, 
a Britains countertop picture pack display, 
is entered as Lot 2211. Its pre-sale estimate 
is $3,000-$4,000.

Bid in Old Toy Soldier’s Saturday, Oct. 
14, 2017 auction series absentee, by 
phone or absentee/live online through 
LiveAuctioneers.com. The Melchior family 
collection session will commence at 10 
a.m. Eastern time. A brief intermission will 
follow the session, then OTSA will present 
Part II of the Bill Jackey collection, Part 
II. Absentee bids, including those placed 
online via LiveAuctioneers, must be made 
no later than 24 hours prior to the sale in 
order to be accepted. Likewise, phone lines 
must be reserved no later than 24 hours 
prior to the sale in order to bid by phone as 
the auction is in progress. 

View the online catalog at www.
LiveAuctioneers.com. Two separate 
catalogs are being published, one for each 
Oct. 14 sale, and should be ready by early 
September. Prices: Melchior catalog $40, 
Jackey catalog $50 to US or Canadian 
addresses. Add $25 to either for international 
shipment. To order a printed catalog or 
to obtain condition reports or additional 
information on bidding, call Ray Haradin 
at 412-343-8733 (tollfree: 800-349-8009) 
or e-mail raytoys@aol.com. Online: www.
oldtoysoldierauctions.com.

Lot 2087, an extremely 
rare set of Matelots 

produced at Britains’ 
Paris office

Lot 2123, Britains’ Set 
#1331 Steel-Helmeted 

Limbered Wagon

AUCTION PREVIEW (Continued)
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Dutkins' Collectables 
1019 West Marlton Pike (Rte. 70), Cherry Hill, NJ  08002   PHONE: (856) 428-9559  / FAX: (856) 354-5177 

ORDER TOLL FREE:   PHONE: (800) LIL-ARMY [800-545-2769]    
e-mail us at richd@dutkins.com and visit us at http://www.dutkins.com 

All LIL ARMY molds are also available as  pre-cast, ready to assemble and paint kits in our 
MILL'S MEN line.  Each individual figure above is $8.00. 

$11.00 for orders up to $50;  
$12.00 for orders of $51-$200;  

$13.00 for orders of $201-$300;  
$16.00 for orders over $300. 

Foreign orders, please write for shipping costs 

New Jersey residents ONLY, please add 7% sales tax 

Shipping Charges: 

Now  
accepted 

richd@dutkins.com 

NEW 

Your only stop for a full line of 
painted toy soldiers: 

*Britains 
*King & Country 
*Tradition of London 
*The Collectors Showcase 
*Black Hawk . . .  and more! 

LA-2900 LA-2901 LA-2900 LA-2930 

LA-2931 LA-2932 LA-2933 

LA-2934 LA-2935 

Cast your own metal figures in 54 mm (1:32 scale) 
from high quality, vulcanized rubber molds 

LA-2903 LA-3360 LA-EQ18 
WORLD WAR II 

LA-2903 British Flamethrower  $14.99 
LA-3360 Mechanic  $14.99 
LA-EQ18 Sign Post  $21.49 
LA-2900 British Paratrooper Officer $14.99 
LA-2901 British Para sergeant $14.99 
LA-2902 British Para radioman $14.99 
LA-2903 British Flamethrower $14.99 
LA-2930 Officer $14.99 
LA-2931 Paratrooper $14.99 
LA-2932 Firing Bazooka $14.99 
LA-2933 Firing rifle $14.99 
LA-2934 Kneeling firing Thompson SMG $14.99 
LA-2935 Throwing grenade $14.99 
LA-2936 US Paratrooper radioman $14.99 
LA-2937 US Paratrooper standing firing  
 Thompson SMG $14.99 

Cast hundreds of figures from each mold and create your own dioramas 
with the figures.  Men, horses, equipment - everything needed to bring the history of our great country to life. 
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COCOCUBS IN IRELAND

Information from a British Newspaper 
online web site provided more 
interesting information on Cococubs 
and opened up a whole new avenue 
of investigation.

Using the code word Cococubs 
and leaving out the word Britains 
led me to Irish Newspapers on 
the newspaper web site. I was 
astonished to find that Cococubs 
were being advertised as being 
contained in FRY’S Children’s 
Breakfast cocoa tins. (See pictures 
of advertisements). The Northern 
Whig and Belfast Post of 1934 and 
The Derry Journal of 1935 along 
with other Irish newspapers all ran 

the same advertisements. It must be 
noted that when referring to Ireland, 
this means Northern Ireland, part 
of the United Kingdom and not Eire 
(Southern Ireland).

FRY’s British Chocolate and Cocoa 
Company, England’s first chocolate 
maker was started by Quaker J.S 
Fry in 1822 and continued by his 
family until his death in 1913. The 
Fry family and Cadbury’s merged in 
1919 and Cadbury’s took full control 
in 1923, retaining the rights to the 
Fry’s  name.

A tenuous connection between the 
two companies could result in the 
confusion as to why two Jonathan 
Cococub boys were issued.

The Evolution of 
Cococub Boy Jonathan

The first Jonathan (often unkindly 
referred to as the “Fat Boy) was 
the first of the cococub range and 
was designed by Ernest Aris 1882-
1963 and made by Britains in March 
1934. with the replacement, a 
thinner Jonathan superseding him 
in December 1934. The (“Fat Boy”)  
therefore had a very limited production 
run  and this accounts for his rarity 
today. It is not clear why the “Fat Boy” 
was discontinued so quickly after 
his release, many theories exist, the 
most plausible being that depicting an 
overweight character might not bode 
well with parents.

COCOCUBS
THE EVOLUTION OF THE FIRST BOY JONATHAN. 

COCOCUBS IN IRELAND AND NEW ZEALAND.
By Norman Joplin & John Cupman

Old Toy Soldier (Newsletter) first published information on Britains Cococubs, via an 
article submitted by Vic Medcalf and Norman Joplin in 1980.

Vic was at the time nicknamed “King of the Civvies” and very well known in both UK and 
USA as having unusual civilian items on his regular mailing lists.

OTS Magazine has carried on publishing updates on a regular basis over the last 37 
years. With the additional resources available  to researchers via the internet further 
information on the Cococubs and the scheme associated with it has been found.

1934 original drawing 
courtesy Dudley Chignal

1910 Advertisement March 1934 
finished product.

Solid Boy marked 
only Cadbury

Jonathan 
December 1934
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COCOCUBS (Continued)

Fry’s early advertising for their cocoa and chocolate 
often pictured their famous 5 Boys chocolate 
depicting boys in Eaton collar style shirts and 
Eton school uniforms. (See picture of boys eating 
chocolate). AB Jr. Eaton is a public boys school for 
the elite in British society. Jonathan was dressed 
in a similar fashion. Vinolia soap pictured a boy 
very similar to Jonathan in 1910 to promote their 
product. Although not certain, this may have 
been painted by Earnest Aris and may have 
influenced the design 24 years later when given 
the commission to draw the original Cococubs.

Radio schedule for Radio Luxemberg 1939

From the Old Toy Soldier Magazine archives. 
The original Cococub article published in 1980.
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COCOCUBS IN IRELAND

Twin girls playing with and assembling cardboard 
Cococub Village Houses.

Will Mouse

Peter Pum and Jonathan
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COCOCUBS NEW ZEALAND

Solid Cococubs including Boy Jonathan have 
been discovered by toy dealers and are sometimes 
available on online auction sites. These are somewhat 
of a mystery as they are solid cast and are marked 
Cadburys on the underside of the base. No inscription 
of the Britains name is included on these figures unlike 
the standard Cococubs. Research continues into the 
origin of these solid Cococub figures.

As the Ireland Fry’s Cococub promotional scheme 
was somewhat short lived, and in view of the fact 
that Cadburys still owned the Fry’s trademark, maybe 
these solid items bearing only the Cadbury name 
were meant to be included in tins of Fry’s Children’s 
Breakfast Cocoa.

NEW ZEALAND COCOCUBS

It was known that Cococubs were sent to New 
Zealand and collector Barry Tassell sent information 
some years ago regarding the NZ Cococub enamel 
badge being red rather than the standard blue version 
issued in the UK (an example of the red badge has 
not yet been discovered). Upon subscribing to a 
New Zealand newspaper on line website, both John 
Cupman and I discovered different information on the 
NZ Cococubs as follows.

The “Junior”, a magazine especially for New Zealand 
Cococub children was first issued in 1936, with 
contents similar to The British Cococlub magazine.

Cover of The Junior Page from The Junior
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COCOCUBS NEW ZEALAND ADVERTISING 1936
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COCOCUBS (Continued)

New Zealand Newspapers-
started to carry advertisements 
around the same time announcing 
the arrival of the Cococubs and 
Jonathan in New Zealand, a full  
half page in one issue picturing 
Jonathan arriving on a Titanic style 
boat and announcing that the he 
had just arrived from Bourneville 
and a Cococub League was 
starting in New Zealand. The 
phrase “A Toy in Every Tin” was 
printed on the label of the cocoa 
tin as was the case in the UK.

New Zealand cubs were in for two 
extra surprises, firstly the cost of a 
half pound tin of cocoa was to be 
the same as a quarter pound tin, 
and future consignments would 
be packed only in half pound tins.

Secondly and in a break from the 
UK practice, two small cubs or 1 
large cub were to be included in 
every NZ tin (*See advertisements) 
Further research into the New 
Zealand scheme is continuing 
and it is hoped to provide details 
of special paint colours that were 
for New Zealand release only. 

Cartoon strips depicting the 
adventures of the Cococubs were 
also included in the NZ and Irish 
newspapers as in the UK.

Britains it is known, had 14 
factories operating at the time of 
the Cococub scheme, perhaps 
some were set up to supply the 
demand from Ireland and New 
Zealand?

More information in upcoming 
book Behind the scenes at 
Britains toy Factory - Norman 
Joplin self publication.

Since the initial article appeared 
in OTSN 27 years ago, two avid 
British Collectors have pursued  
their research and written 
reference books on Cococubs. 
Dudley Chignall The Great 
British Book of Cococubs & 
John Cupman a 3 volume series 
The Story of Cadbury Cococubs, 
The Cococub Variants and The 
Cococub Compendium. All 
books are privately published, 
The book covers are shown 
here.

Further details contact info@normanjoplin.com

*UK Cocoa Tins issued 1 cub per 1/4 pound tin 
and 1 per 1/2 pound tin
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Soldiers on Parade 
featuring the Betty Wheeler Civilian Collection and 

Additional Properties Including Exceptional Military Tinplate Vehicles

June 16th, 2017, June 17th, 2017, June 18th, 2017 

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
P.O. Box 13323

Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733

1-800-349-8009
Fax 412-344-5273

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

Lot 1016 Britains Set #00102 Band of Royal 
Scots Dragoon  $425

Lot 1046 Britains Set #76 
Middlesex Regiment  $550

Lot 1372 Durbar 
State Elephant $650

Lot 1591 Britains Set #94 21st Lancers In Khaki 
$850

Lot 2009 Britains Set #181 Boy Scout Display Set $3100

Lot 2015 Britains Set #1495 Painters and Ladder
$1400

Lot 2020 Britains Set #1792 Mobile Traffic Police $3100

Lot 2045 Britains Set #2113 Grenadier 
Guards Band $1000

Lot 3048 Rare Lineol Armored 
Car Rubber Tires with Driver

$1500

Lot 3186 TIPPCO Mercedes Fuhrer’s Wagon 
with 3 Figures $1400

Lot 2004 Britains Set #163 Boy Scout Signalers  
$1100

Lot 1066 King And Country FW013 
Germans 1914  $600
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Lot 1556 Britains Set #177 Austrian Infantry $100

Lot 1571 Britains Set #1835 Cadets Navales Marina Argentina  $2600Lot 1603 Britains Set #175 Austrian Lancers  $650

Lot 2036 Britains Set #2186 Full Bahamas Police Band  $1900

Lot 2194 Beiser American Soldier Military Game No. 129  $1300

Lot 2200 Britains Rare Set 436 US Monoplane and Personnel $3700

Lot 2201 Britains Extremely Rare Set 1550 Noah’s Ark $8500Lot 2202 Socker by D. & Co. London  $1400

Lot 2219 Britains Set #109 Dublin Fusilier  $1800

Lot 2252 Lifesize 
Colonel Uniform of the 

7th Hussars $4100   

AUCTION REVIEW (Continued)

Lot 2137 Courtenay-Greenhill 
Special Poitiers Pentaplex $4100

Lot 2171 Heyde Senate Building
$1800

Lot 3219 Scarce Lineol Ambulance Rubber 
Tires Lights  $1900

Lot 4026 Britains Set #1620 Royal Marine Light Infantry $750

Lot 2044 Britains Set #2112 US Marine Corps 
Band in Summer  $1200

Lot 1276 Marlborough D104 
Elephant With Official Artist $425

Lot 4096 Britains #1513 Volunteer Corp Motor 
Ambulance  $2000

Lot 4107 Mignot Set #238A Prussian 
Cuirassier Cavalry  $1300

Lot 1354 Somerset LA18 LA25 Turks 3 Sets  $300
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THE MODEL SOLDIERS OF WILLIAM CARMAN - 
AN APPRECIATION OF AN EARLY PIONEER OF THE HOBBY

By Rob Wilson

William Young Carman, FSA, FHS, 1909-2003, is 
probably best known as Deputy Director of the 
National Army Museum in London, and as an author 
of various authoritative books on British Military 
uniforms (as well as on Model soldiers). After military 
service in the army during WWII, he joined the Imperial 
War Museum and then the National Army Museum, 
eventually becoming its Deputy Director.

He was also a pioneer in the collection, as well as 
manufacturing of model soldiers, including being a 
founder member of the British Model Soldier Society 
(BMSS). He made and sold his own figures, and 
ventured into modest commercial activities in that 
role. It is in this role that he is probably of most interest 
to the readers of this magazine.

When I first came across some of his models in the 
1970s I dismissed them as rather crude and not of 
great interest. They were more likely to be found in 
dealer’s “junk boxes” that at the front of their stalls. 
Like the vast majority of other collectors at that time 
I was very much focused on Britain’s toy soldiers. 
As I became more knowledgeable about the history 
of model soldiers in general I have developed a 
greater appreciation of both the range and quality 

of Carman’s work. His knowledge of British Military 
History and British Military costume was second 
to none, especially with regard to the Indian Army. 
However, the focus of his work on model soldiers 
was primarily upon the British Army rather than its 
colonial offshoots.

His earliest work was influenced by Otto Gottstein, 
a Jewish emigre who fled from Nazi Germany in the 
1930s. Gottstein was already a keen collector of flat 
figures at that time and encouraged and supported 
the setting up of the BMSS in 1935. In fact the Society
was initially called the British Society of Collectors 
of Model Soldiers (BSCMS) and Carman showed his 
artistic talents by designing artwork for the society’s 
magazine (see the accompanying photo).

BSCMS header designed by Carman
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THE MODEL SOLDIERS OF WILLIAM CARMAN - 
AN APPRECIATION OF AN EARLY PIONEER OF THE HOBBY

 (Continued)

Gottstein was an entrepreneur as well as a collector. 
In this role he did much to support the development 
of the emerging model soldier industry in Britain, 
including working with Greenwood and Ball and 
Selwyn-Smith as well as a joint venture with Carman 
and Lovell Barnes. The latter involved an ambitious 
programme to produce a series of flat figures in the 
German tradition but focusing on British subjects.

Flat figures produced under the CARBAGO trade 
name, (a combination of the first few letters from 
the names of the founders (Carman, Barnes and 
Gottstein)), were Carman’s first serious venture 
into the commercial field. The emphasis was on 
educational value and historical accuracy. However, 
they did not attract a huge following and were not an
enormous success from a financial view point. This 
was despite being very nicely done and being much 
appreciated by connoisseurs at the time.

Only a few sets in their original boxes have survived. 
These depict historical scenes such as the famous 
meeting between Henry the VIII of England and 
François 1 of France at the “Field of the Cloth of Gold”, 
as well as a series of Kings and Queens of England 
and more general subjects such as an Elizabethan 
Falconry set (see the photos in this article). Carbago 
also produced some fully rounded figures in a variety 
of scales, as is also shown in the accompanying 
photos. Most of the figures are around 30mm scale.

Carbago box lid

“Field of the Cloth of Gold”, François 1st set

Elizabethan Falconry set
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THE MODEL SOLDIERS OF WILLIAM CARMAN - 
AN APPRECIATION OF AN EARLY PIONEER OF THE HOBBY

 (Continued)

Kings and Queens set

Carbago semi ronde figures, British Fusilier c 1800, including a fife and 
drum band in facing colour uniforms

Carman (again influenced by Gottstein) helped to 
produce large dioramas depicting scenes from 
British history for various museums. A good example 
was part of Carman’s own collection showing the 
Coldstream Guards (the Second Foot Guards), who had 
accompanied Monck from Coldstream in Scotland on his 
march south to welcome the restoration of CHARLES II 
to the monarchy in 1660. Their motto “second to none” 
reflected their chagrin at the Grenadier Guards taking 
the title of First Foot Guards. The Coldstream title was 
based on the river Coldstream near the border between 
England and Scotland where the regiment was first 
raised by Monck in 1650.

Carman’s award winning diorama of the Coldstream Guards

In Carman’s diorama they are shown on the parade 
ground at Tower Green, parading their colours in 1661, 
having completed their march to London and helped 
to restore the monarchy following the death of Oliver 
Cromwell. Charles was back on the throne that his father 
had vacated in 1649 after literally losing his head (with a 
bit of help from Oliver Cromwell and his Parliamentarian 
chums of course). Carman was awarded a medal for 
this excellent piece of diorama work by the BMSS in 
1949. Carman was also fascinated by large scale flats. 
The two sets of Highlanders shown here, probably 
painted by Carman himself, are 54mm scale.
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 (Continued)

Large scales flats painted by Carman

However, Carman is probably best known today for 
the range of solid figures he produced in 54mm scale. 
He had first tried making fully round figures prior to 
the second world war, with some help from Courtenay 
and Ping. These were in various scales and covered 
various subjects. The 54mm range really got going after 
the war. These were sold direct to collectors, as well 
as via souvenir shops to a wider audience. They were 
marketed from the early 1950s. Such models predate 
the work of other pioneering British makers such as 
Stadden, Hinton Hunt, Rose and Greenwood and Ball.

A sales list from the 1960s indicates the range of 
subjects produced (see the accompanying image). 
These include the most commonly found figures in my 
experience. The English Civil war musketeer, Black 
Watch Highlander (often misidentified as Bonnie Prince 
Charles), and the highland clansman are especially well 
done as are the various example of British infantry from 
the time of Marlborough up to the late 19th Century. The 
photos included here show each of these types, as well 
as many others. Prices are shown in the list. A single 

foot figure was sold at the time for 3/3d (3 shillings and 
3 pence). This was about 1/6 of a GB pound around 40 
cents at the then prevailing exchange rate. At that time 
this was quite expensive. A few items from the range 
(such as the Highland Officer from 1815) were priced 
at 6/- , which presumably reflected the higher cost of 
manufacture and painting.

The Napoleonic wars are best represented in the list 
with 8 types of British infantry from 1815. The Highland 
uprising of 1745 is also well covered with 5 types. 
However, this was just the tip of the iceberg and many 
other types were produced, including: civilian figures 
(illustrating trends in ladies’ fashion); characters from 
fiction (e.g: Hamlet); as well as historical characters 
(such as Kings and Queens, Beau Brummel and Sir 
Francis Drake). It is clear from the examples that survive 
that Carman also customised many of his military figures 
to represent different regiments with many variations in 
“facings” of collars and cuffs (see also the distinction 
between the Rifle Brigade and KRRC types from 1815 
in the pictures below). Military types of other countries 
were also made but are much less common in my 
experience. I have not come across mounted figures. 
Readers with more information are invited to get back 
to the author with any further information!

Sales list from the 1960s of 54mm models
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 (Continued)

A selection of the 54mm series, including: Musketeers and Cavalier 
officer (c.1642) Marlborian infantry (c. 1700); Black Watch (1745); British 
infantry (1745); Highland Clansmen and piper (1745); Rifle Brigade and 
KRRC (1815); British Infantry (1815); British Infantry and Officer(c. 1830)
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THE MODEL SOLDIERS OF WILLIAM CARMAN - 
AN APPRECIATION OF AN EARLY PIONEER OF THE HOBBY

 (Continued)

William Carman working at home on a large-scale Lifeguard figure in 
1953 – a Still from a British Pathé Newsreel; Seethe following YouTube 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PGtYLEjYyQM He is shown 
wearing collar, tie and lounge suit - How times change! Some of Carman’s 
own figures are shown in the clip, including the diorama featured here.

William Carman was 
a prolific author and a 
great authority on Military 
Uniforms, especially of 
the British Army. He also 
wrote a pioneering book 
on Model Soldiers. This is 
well worth adding to your 
library if you don’t already 
have it!

In my opinion no comprehensive collection of toy and 
model soldiers would be complete without at least 
a few of Carman’s pieces. And for those with more 
limited budgets, putting together a collection of the 
various types he produced is a fascinating and not 
too expensive task. The individual figures turn up 
regularly at toy fairs as well as on eBay. A number of 
have appeared on eBay recently selling for around 
$25-30 each. At this price, in good condition, I think 
they are a real bargain. Happy hunting!

Rob Wilson, July 29th 2017
Author contact details:

r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk;
Telephone - 00 1 631 2689742 or +44 2476523530.

Selected Publications by William Y. Carman
British Military Uniforms, 1962;
Indian Army Uniforms: vol. l, Cavalry, 1961;
Indian Army Uniforms: vol. 2, Infantry, 1969;
History of the British Army, 1970;
Model Soldiers for Collectors, 1972;
Royal Artillery, 1973;
Uniforms of the British and Indian Armies 1840-1858, 2003. 
	 EDITOR: Military Uniforms of the World, 1968;
Richard Simkin’s Uniforms of the British Army, 
	 2 vols., 1982, 1985.

Editors Note:
Next issue will list and illustrate 
Carman’s Personality Figures.
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.comDon Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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CONTACT DON PIELIN
FOR DETAILS:
Phone: 630-497-1239

email: dimestores@aol.com

Now Available
The American Toy Soldier 

Art of J. Edward Jones

The book contains 350 plus cover photos, 
all figures shown at actual size. 

Price is $55 plus $5 shipping within the U.S.A., 
overseas shipping is $23.

A reproduction copy of Jones Metal Art 
Miniatures 1931 Illustrated Catalog is also 
available from Don Pielin. 
Price $10, shipping included if purchased 
with the book or $11 including postage 
without the book.

28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS.  FRANCE.                        Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7  

THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOYTHE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOY--SOLDIERS IN PARISSOLDIERS IN PARIS
Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office, 
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition 
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French plastics, paper soldiers, 
flats etc etc……

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44     boitedesoldats@wanadoo.fr

Web-site boitedesoldats.fr

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and 
others.

A bientôt A bientôt àà ParisParis……
FranFranççois Beaumontois Beaumont

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr
NEW WEB SITE

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr



51

In the 2016 spring issue of OTS, I described the 
condition of four Dimestores that I suspect were 
damaged and restored some time ago.  Of the four 
repaired pieces, two were thin-wall castings that 
had broken apart where the walls were thin. One 
of these figures was mended with wood putty and 
a Popsicle stick while the other was restored with 
twigs and glue.  

Today, given the same circumstances, chances 
are someone would repair these kinds of broken 
Dimestores using more modern materials. To 
illustrate this point, I would like to describe in this 
article what sorts of materials and techniques that I 
employ to repair a fragmented thin-wall casting.

I came across such a figure (Photo 1) some years 
ago while antiquing with my wife Pat. While she was 
negotiating with a dealer for items she wanted to 
buy, I spotted fragments of a Dimestore in a box 
with other stuff. I picked up all of the pieces I could 
find and placed them next to her items.

As seen in Photo 1, the fragmented figure is a thin-
wall casting of a Barclay Raider (#763) that broke 
into three pieces: the body above the waist, the left 
thigh, and the base with remaining leg parts. When 
the three pieces are brought together, a relatively 

large gap is left beneath the rifle where metal is 
missing. 

Shortly after we concluded our business with the 
dealer, he asked me, “What are you going to do with 
that broken toy soldier?” “Fix it” was my response. 
“Why bother? It won’t be worth much after you do” 
was his rejoinder, to which I replied, “You’re right, 
but my hobby is restoring Dimestores simply for the 
love of it.  I just loved them as a kid, and now I’m 
trying to save as many of them as I can.” He nodded 
with a smile, and we parted shaking hands, wishing 
each other luck. 

The pieces in Photo 1 have been sitting on my 
workbench for several years, and so it’s time for 
me to get to work and restore this Dimestore. What 
follows is a description of the materials and tools 
that I used for this project.

Materials: A&B Epoxy Putty, gap filling putty, brass 
rod with a diameter of one-sixteenth of an inch, two-
part epoxy glue with drying time of five minutes, and 
a glass of water to wet the blade of hobby knife and 
tooth picks.

Tools: Hobby knife, toothpicks, motor tool with 
cuter, fine sandpaper or sanding stick, and saw to 
cut brass rods.

RESTORATION

Deciding what materials to use for this project 
was quickly resolved: epoxy putty would serve as 
the filler while brass rods would provide internal 
structural support. What was challenging and 
what took some thought was the design of a plan 
consisting of chronological work steps that would 
insure all body parts would properly align  when the 
restoration was completed.

When restoring a broken Dimestore, properly aligning 
just two matching surfaces (for example, an upper 
torso with lower torso or an arm with shoulder) is 
relatively simple. However, for this project consisting 
of three fragmented pieces, there were six surfaces, 
and all three pairs of congruent surfaces had to 
simultaneously align correctly in order to restore the 
figure to its original posture. Thus, restoration had to 
proceed with care and forethought.

“FOR THE LOVE OF IT”
By Roger Dubois

Photo 1.  Barclay Raider in three pieces.
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During the restoration project, safety glasses and 
a dust mask were worn at all times. I now wear 
latex gloves when kneading two-part epoxy putty. 
Additional safety precautions as reported in an 
article published in the OTS 2007 spring issue (v. 
31, n. 1) were followed to the letter.

Although the OST 2007 spring issue has been 
out of print for some time, a PDF file of my article 
can be seen at the Tradition of London’s web site. 
Once on Tradition’s home page, scroll down until 
encountering “How to Paint you own Toy….” on the 
left side; click on it and the title of the article, “HOW 
I CONVERTED A BARCLAY TOY SOLDIER TO A 
WOUNDED WORLD WAR I GERMAN SOLDIER 
(PART I)”, will appear on the right side along with 
titles of other articles, including one about painting 
Dimestores. To view an article, click on the title.

The following is a list of steps used to restore the 
Barclay figure. It should be noted that before any 
putty was inserted into a cavity, two-part epoxy 
glue was spread over the metal to insure that the 
putty would, after it dried, remained fastened to the 
casting, and therefore less likely to separate in years 
to come.

Epoxy putty was applied to the figure using a hobby 
knife or a toothpick, which in either case was first 
moistened to insure putty would not stick to the tool.

1. The project began by adding epoxy putty inside 
the left thigh and inserting a brass rod into the putty 
(Photo 2). The rod was cut and bent just right so 
the when glued to the torso and to the lower leg all 
pieces would fit properly.

2. After the putty had hardened, the next step was to 
fill the left side torso cavity with epoxy putty. Once 
this was done, the rod attached to the thigh was 
inserted into the soft putty to make a hole (Photo 3) 
and to properly align the thigh surface with the torso 

“FOR THE LOVE OF IT” (Cont.)

Photo 2.  Metal rod and epoxy putty inserted in left thigh. Photo 3.  Rod inserted into soft putty to make a hole.

Photo 4.  Pieces assembled to insure proper alignment. 
Note missing metal beneath rife.
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surface of fresh putty. Once the putty dried, the rod 
was reinserted into the chest and into the lower 
leg to insure that all pieces correctly fitted together 
(Photo 4). 

3. The same thing had to be done to the right thigh. 
However, with the thigh attached to the leg and the 
leg to the base, it quickly became clear to me that as 
work continued there would be no assurance that all 
pieces would be properly aligned when restoration 
was completed. I determined that the best way to 
alleviate this potential problem was to cut the thigh 
just below the knee to free it from the base. Once 

this was done, putty and rod were added to the 
inside of the thigh (Photo 5).

 4. The next step was to fill in the lower right side 
of the torso with a small amount of  epoxy putty 
in order to provide - once dried – a foundation for 
additional putty. While the putty was still soft, the 
rod attached to the right thigh was fitted into the 
torso to insure a good fit (Photo 6).

As can be seen in Photo 6, there is still a relatively 
large hole above and to the right of the putty. There 
is also metal missing below the rifle that would have 

“FOR THE LOVE OF IT” (Cont.)

Photo 5.  Rod and putty secured to right thigh. Photo 6.  Right thigh rod inserted into putty.

Photo 7. Hole beneath rifle is filled. Photo 8.  Thighs glued to torso and putty added to start finishing 
the lower jacket surface.
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formed the figure’s jacket as well as the trousers 
covering the upper part of the thigh. Therefore, I’ll 
have to eventually sculpt some putty to create the 
surface of the jacket and pants. Fortunately, I had an 
intact Barclay Raider to use as a model.

5. After the putty dried, more putty was added to 
close the opening. While the putty was soft, the 
rod attached to the right thigh was inserted into the 
putty and removed leaving a hole in the putty. As the 
putty was drying, I sculpted the surface of this part 
of the figure to match the shape of the same area of 
an original Raider. Photo 7 shows the results of this 
work after the putty dried. At this point, I’m pleased 
with the way the figure is coming along.

6. It was now time to start attaching pieces together. 
The first items glued were the upper thigh rods to 
the torso (Photo 8).

7. Once the glue had dried, epoxy putty was applied 
to the surface just below the rifle and sculpted to 
form the lower limit of the jacket as seem in Photo 8.

8. Finally, the thighs were glued to the lower legs 
(Photo 9).

9. With the figure now in one piece, the finish work 
began. The white uneven surfaces (Photo 9) of epoxy 
putty were sanded smooth and then primed. After 
the paint had dried, small cracks and slight uneven 
surfaces were seen. Gap filling putty was spread 

over these blemishes and then sanded when dried.

10. Cycles of filling, sanding, and priming were 
repeated a few times until no blemishes were noticed 
(Photos 10 and 11). When placed next to an intact 
Raider, the rehabbed figure was a close match.

11.  The last part of this project had to do with making 
a conversion decision: which army should this figure 
join? After giving it some thought, I decided that he 
should bolster my WWII Imperial Japanese Army 
(Photos 12 and 13).

“FOR THE LOVE OF IT” (Cont.)

Photo 9.  Lower legs glued to thighs. Photo 10.  Right side and partial back view of the finished figure. 

Photo 11. Front side view of finished figure.
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CLOSING THOUGHTS

Although I would prefer spending all my time 
converting Dimestores, there are often instances 
when I need to make repairs before I begin: a broken 
rifle tip requires attention; a BB hole has to be filled; 
a head is missing, which sends me scurrying to my 
parts box; or the base is broken off the legs and 
needs to be refitted. Damages such as these are 
relatively easy and quick to fix.

But when I purchased the fragmented Barclay Raider, 
I could see that restoring this figure was not going 
to be a quick and simple task. It would take time to 
think about how to put the pieces together, and time 
to actually do the work, all of which contributed to 
the reason why the pieces have been laying on my 
workbench for so many years.

At the start of the project, it was clear to me that all 
congruent surfaces of broken pieces would have to 
properly align with each other if the job was going 
to succeed. Therefore, after each step that involved 
adding putty to the figure where two pieces would

eventually join, I fitted all the pieces together to insure 
that all would be in proper position when work was 
completed. In the end, this strategy of aligning all 
pieces together as work progressed proved to be an 
effective plan. The restored Barclay Raider appears 
very close to the way it looked when manufactured 
decades ago.

Finally, it needs to be stated that my way of restoring 
Dimestores is not the only way, especially when it 
comes to the selection of mending materials. There 
may be several kinds of materials that could be 
used to refurbish Dimestores. The ones employed 
in this project have no special properties. They are 
simply my trusted materials that I’ve have used for 
many years and, by my standards, have yielded 
satisfactory results.

Roger will as usual be attending the Chicago Toy 
Soldier Show, where his Dimestore Conversions can 
be seen first hand.

“FOR THE LOVE OF IT” (Cont.)

Photo 12. Front view of the converted piece. Photo 13. Back view of the converted figure.
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Green’s Collectables
Toy Soldiers At Their Best

www.greenscollectables.com  •  e-mail:  ma52557@aol.com                                      
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ, 07834  •  973-627-4961            

TIME PERIODS OFFERED
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,
Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life
French Foreign Legion, Victorian Life
Present day combatants
Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets
Britains Archive & Ceremorial Collections
War Along the Nile
Tactical Scenes

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Rosedale, Beau Geste
Britains,  Dorset GBE
Frontline, Fusilier,
RP World  Models/Steadfast
Larson Toys, Alymer 
Leddy & Slack
Little Lead Soldier
Marlborough,  PNF
Tommy Atkins,  Oryon
Prince August Molds
Irregular Miniatures
Wilson Edwards
Thomas Gunn
JG Miniatures

DOZENS OF 
NOSTALGIA 

SINGLES FOR SALE

No lists. 
Email: info@normanjoplin.com

with your requirements.

Britains 
Pre War

Many Pre War single items 
to be made available for 

purchase via comprehensive 
email sales lists. 

Send your request via email 
to Norman Joplin

info@normanjoplin.com
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www.counterpanegallery.com

Falls Church Antique Center

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913
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BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS
BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net

Please note new address!
G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 2072

Friday Harbor, WA 98250
949-683-3118

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com
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• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 30 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information or to sell items contact:

or write to

Henry Kurtz, 600 West 246th Street, #805, Riverdale, NY 10471

HENRY KURTZ
Appraisals of Toy and Miniature Soldiers

Tel: (718) 796-2696, or e��� mail: henrykurtz@optonline.net 

����

HENRY KURTZ at (718) 796-2696 or email: henrykurtz@optonline.net

CONSULT US WHEN CONSIDERING
DISPOSAL OF YOUR COLLECTION
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NOW BUYING TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS 
ANY SIZE SMALL or LARGE 

CASH PAID

	 1-800-786-1888
	 Packaging and Pick Up Service Available

	 CRW INC
	 dba Trains Galore
	 3130 South 6th Street, Suite 104
	 Lincoln, Nebraska 68502
	 ESTABLISHED 1988

Visit us at: www.trainsandtoysoldiers.com

TRAINS AND TOY SOLDIERS

•	Consignments welcome 
	 call for information

•	 Large inventory of single figures 
	 new and old NEED TO REPLACE 
	 A BROKEN SOLDIER OR NEED 
	 A FIGURE TO COMPLETE A SET 
	 WE MAY HAVE WHAT YOU ARE
	 LOOKING FOR

Word Search- On the Battlefield 12 
a p g r n p u c d i o r a m a j d u y a  
e z w o c e k c g v e h x e n p o k g g  
t t k h c i s k n n u g b l a f e p g f  
d e x t t a s h b g e v l c v u l t k r  
z r c u g q e d c u l n s h x z c w t f  
w a a a c k i d r i g a d i l w s x s k  
f u g z g r b a z t r f u o l t r b w j  
j q l c e a k t t a n n m r k e m a c b  
d s l c v l o d w h c a i n i b z n i a  
o n t u n l o g w d c v n e q t d u c n  
p o d f u g b z u r j j i f h s z d i a  
r i e u r e p p l a b g a l s k v w x s  
n h n f e y a m h w c e t a r c r x o x  
u s m l m e r x b k i n u t e o d i b t  
f a a s b r c b z c k e r s d e h o w c  
v f r m u g s e s a h r e k y o e j o z  
s j k s r a a m q b l a s h n z z i d j  
n x t q g r d y z p c l r s s i g t a j  
b y e u l g p v j w t e l s h n f l h s  
t p f y q a u m a q m e r v a q v w s o  

 

flats 
melchior 
director 
nuremburg 
heinrichsen 
allgeyer 
lezuis 
cleo 
diorama 
snyders 
scrapbook 
author 
miniatures 
denmark 
shadowbox 
fashionsquare
lauritz 
general 
backward 
early 
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE  
All sets from IMPERIAL Productions, 

NZ end-of-the-product line. 
Counterpane Gallery. 

703-536-3064 or 
www.counterpanegallery.com

Autographed book 
Armies of the World, Britains Ltd. Lead 

Soldiers 1925-41 by Joe Wallis. 
419 pages of detailed descriptions and 
photos of military and civilian items in 

catalog number order and fully indexed. 
2,200 copies already sold. 

See website:  
www.leadsoldierbooks.com. 

$40 for U.S. delivery, Canada $50, 
Overseas $60 to Joe Wallis, 

P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203. 
Or order from author on 

Amazon.com or Amazon.co.uk.

HUGE DIMESTORE SALE
In order to reduce our inventory of high 

quality Dimestores, we are offering 
discounts of up to 50% on quantity 

purchases of selected Barclay, Manoil, 
Grey Iron and other American made 

Dimestores. To receive a listing of figures 
being offered in this special sale, phone 

or email your name and address to:
TOY SOLDIERS ETCETERA 

Stan & Sally Alekna
(717) 228-2361

salekna1936@yahoo.com          

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS 
OR SINGLE PIECE

Acquiring exceptionally fine quality 
figures at the highest prices: 

Especially interested in Britains, Dime 
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, 
Courtenay, Vertunni, American Soldier 

Company, Auburn Rubber, French 
Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic 

figures. Photographs will be required.  
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  
E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.  

Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WANTED
Britains Paris Office - 

Toy Soldiers and Catalogs. 
Contact: Rob Wilson.

E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED 
WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS

Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or 
better. Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at 
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

Toy Soldier Marketplace 
Advertisements Rates.

20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 
20 words. Submit ads to:

Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also 
semi solid Spenkuch and Muncklefigures 

wanted. Please send photos to 
gisbert.freber@gmx.de

The best in Britains, Dimestore and 
German Lead. Call for free catalog. 

412-343-8733

FOR SALE  WM HOCKER 
TOY SOLDIERS

Large inventory. Recent acquisition 
Durbar sets includes rare/discontinued 

pavilion. Call/email for list. 
Norman Rodriguez at  901-218-7046 

or nkrod@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE
WM HOCKER MASSIVE SETS

Zulu set #94 and Diamond Jubliee set 
#100 in wooden boxes. Mint still tied 
in box. Pick up or delivery only. No 

shipping. Norm Rodriguez 901-218-7046 
or Memphistoysoldier@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE
MINT COLLECTION

Britain’s 1990s 8000 and Premier WWI 
series... 99 sets. Displayed in box. 
Norm Rodriguez 901-218-7046 or 
Memphistoysoldier@bellsouth.net

MOVING TO FLORIDA? 
Florida Toy Soldier Club meets bimonthly 

at the Tamarac Community Center, 
Broward County. 561-732-7295
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TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2017-2018

ADVERTISERS INDEX
Alekna, Stan.............................................................. 57
	 Email: salekna1936@yahoo.com  
	 Tel: 717-228-2361

Alymer  Email: info@alymer.com............................... 21

American Dimestore Toy Soldiers 
	 and Figures - Book (Pielin, Joplin & Johnson)..... 49
	 Email: dimestores@aol.com  
	 Tel: 630-497-1239
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August 31st  and September 1st.............................. 41
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August 17th - Thursday
Ray and Bre Live from California on facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

August 18th & 19th - Friday & Saturday The All American 
Collectors Show.  Admission $10. Friday 11am-5pm, 
Saturday 10am-4pm.  Glendale Civic Auditorium. 1401 
Verdugo Road, Glendale, CA 91208

August 31st  and September 1st and 2nd - Thursday, 
Friday & Saturday Toy Auction Worms Sale No. 118.  
Wormiser Auktionhaus 67551 Worms. Weinbrennerstr. 20. 
Tel: 0049-(0)6247 90 46-0. info@wormser-auktionshaus.de

September 8th - Friday
Ray and Bre Live from London on facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

September 9th - Saturday Annandale Show. 
Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

September 9th - Saturday Norman Joplins Old Toy Soldier 
Show London. See ad page 74

September 14th - Thursday
Ray and Bre Live on facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

September 23rd - Saturday 10am  Old Toy Soldier Annual 
Toy Soldier and Figure Bargain Room. Fourth Floor Hyatt 
Hotel. Ray Haradin raytoys@aol.com 412-343-8733 
Fax 412-344-5273 facebook/oldtoysoldier oldtoysoldier.com         
September 24th - Sunday  37th Annual Chicago Toy 
Soldier Show. 10:00am-3:30pm. Hyatt Regency Woodfield, 
Schaumburg, IL. Contact: Roger Garfield  847-567-5355
roger@chicagotoysoldiershow.com 
Facebook: Chicago Toy Soldier Show.

October 5th - Thursday
Ray and Bre Live on facebook.com/toysofyesteryr

October 12th - Thursday
Ray and Bre Live on facebook.com/oldtoysoldier

October 14th - Saturday OTS Auctions The Ib Melchior 
Collection of 18th & 19th Century Military Miniatures and 
Investment Rarities The Bill Jackey Collection Part II. Ray 
Haradin raytoys@aol.com 412-343-8733 Fax 412-344-5273 
oldtoysoldierauctions.com
October 15th - Sunday Columbus Ohio Toy Soldier. Tall 
Timbers Banquet and Conference Center, 13831 National 
Road, SW, Reynoldsburg, OH 43068. 
Contact Rob Chapman 740-924-2531

October 28 - Saturday Annual Open House and 
Cellar Sale 10 a.m.-4 p.m. The Toy Soldier Museum, 
5459 Paradise Valley Rd., Cresco, PA  For more information 
Jim Hillestad 570 629-7227 or jimhill@ptd.net  
www.the-toy-soldier.com

October 29th - Sunday 35th Annual East Coast Show. 
Fairleigh Dickinson University, Hackensack, NJ. 
Tel: (973) 831-8900  Fax: (973) 831-8912  
bill@vintagecastings.com    www.eastcoasttoysoldiershow.com

                          _____         2018                          _____         

January 28th - Sunday South Florida Toy Soldier and 
Collectables Show. 954-699-6040

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, 
it is strongly advised that before traveling, contact is made 

with show organizers to confirm date(s).



View this auction 
and purchase catalogs 

on our website: 
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

Ray Haradin raytoys@aol.com
412-343-8733 I Fax 412-344-5273

#oldtoysoldier

October 14th, 2017 • Morning Session-10 am  • Noon Session

The Ib Melchior Collection of 
18th & 19th Century Military Miniatures 
and Investment Rarities
The Bill Jackey Collection Part II
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

BRITAINS BEAUFIGHTER

Danish Royal Guard Present Day

The Royal Life Guards Danish, Den Kongelige Livgarde is an infantry regiment of the Danish Army, founded 
in 1658 by King Frederik III. It serves in two roles: as a front line combat unit, and as a guard/ceremonialunit to the 
Danish monarchy. Until its disbandment, the Royal Horse Guards Livgarden til Hest, served the role as the mounted 

guard/ceremonial unit, afterwards the role was taken over by Guard Hussar Regiment Mounted Squadron.




