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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 

Chicago . Illinois 60638 
Phone (773) 229-0015 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.
6935 W. 62nd Street 

Fax (773) 229-0117 
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

The Royal Marines Band Service is the musical wing of the Royal Navy. 
It currently consists of six Bands and its headquarters is the 

Royal Marines School of Music at HMS Nelson in Portsmouth dockyard.

It is the only branch of the Royal Marines which is open to women.

Size 54mm, all our Toy Soldier is hand painted with gloss enamels, packed in Red Boxes. 
Cast in quality white metal, all available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Soon to be released: Artillery, Gun and Crew in the Marlborough era

RMB Toy Soldiers Set 
Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Band 21 Figures

Britains First Catalogue



Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A. • P.O. Box 13323 • Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733 • 1-800-349-8009 • Fax 412-344-5273

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com • www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

View next auction, purchase catalogs or research our extensive online archive
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

	 Ray Haradin	 Norman Joplin	 JoSePH Saine
	 412-343-8733 • 1-800-349-8009	 262-692-3913	 419-662-8697
	 Fax 412-344-5273 • raytoys@aol.com	 otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com	 jos@josephsaine.com
	

auction house 
   

toy soldiers

The World’s only 

 dedicated exclusively to 

We produce the finest quality catalogs, 
available online or in print. 

The most competive seller’s commissions in the industry. 
We consistently produce the best result for our consignors. 

Collectors - make sure you are on our mailing list.
Sellers - make sure you contact us when it is time to sell.

Two Multi-Day sales a year.  Bid Absentee, Live Online or phone. 



1 1

Old Toy Soldier is published quarterly.

Publisher
Ray Haradin  raytoys@aol.com

Editor
Norman Joplin  info@normanjoplin.com

Manager
Breanne Lilja  breanne.lilja@yahoo.com

Advertising
Ray Haradin  raytoys@aol.com
Breanne Lilja  breanne.lilja@yahoo.com

Circulation 
Nancy Haradin  raytoys@aol.com
Breanne Lilja  breanne.lilja@yahoo.com

Technical Production
Banksville Express Printing

Proofreader
Roberta Haradin

Staff Photographers
David Haradin
Noel Schlageter

Staff Cartoonist
Sue Joplin

Show Reports
Ray Haradin, Rob Wilson, Noel Schlageter

General Inspection-New Product Review
Russ Bednarek

Old Toy Soldier is printed by 
Banksville Express Printing
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, USA

Specialist Contributors
Rob Wilson and Joe Wallis, Britains Military
Louis S. Steinberg, and Stan Alekna, Dimestore Figures

Correspondence, including Manuscripts, Trade and 
Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements and all 
general inquires, should be forwarded to:
Old Toy Soldier
P. O. Box 13324
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15243-0324
Telephone (412) 343-8733
Fax (412) 344-5273
E Mail: raytoys@aol.com 

Copyright 2014,  Old Toy Soldier.  Publisher Ray Haradin.  All rights 
reserved.  Entire Contents Copyright 2014,  Old Toy Soldier.  Copyright 
includes, but is not limited to, print media, microfilm, and electronic 
media, such as CD-ROM’s and online computer services.

ISSN1064-4164

IN THIS ISSUE
VOLUME 37 NUMBER 4 - WINTER 2014

Articles

Features
Reconnaissance............................................................ 17

Auction Preview........................................................18-21

Show Report................................................................. 23

Toy Soldier Market Place .........................................54-55

Toy Soldier Show and Auction Calendar ...................... 56

Advertisers Index......................................................57-58

Subscriptions/Advertising........................................59-60

On the Cover
Britains Plug Handed Lancers Set #10
Photograph courtesy of Rob Wilson

oldtoysoldier.com

THE BATTLE OF CAMERONE IN MINIATURE
By Henry I. Kurtz.................................................. 6-8

HOBBY NEWS Arnold Rolak Obituary
By Norman Joplin....................................................9

The Practice of Enjoying Toy Figures
By Fred Wyman............................................... 10-11

MADE IN Argentina PART 2
By Norman Joplin............................................ 12-13

Is this Britain’s first Toy 
Soldier catalogue? 
By Rob Wilson................................................. 28-33

The Appeal of Ramon Labayen’s Most 
Recent Figures: Singular and Special
By José María Sanz-Hermida.......................... 36-39

THE GREAT WAR GAME
By Norman Joplin............................................ 46-50



2

Display
All display advertisements should be submitted on disc
in MAC or PC format or as camera ready artwork. If
submitted on disc, please include fonts and images
used in layout. PDF files are acceptable with fonts
embedded and images included. Photos should be
CMYK with resolution of 350 ppi or grayscale with res-
olution of 266 ppi. Typesetting and layout are available
at additional charge.

Advertisers must supply a full postal address, tele-
phone number and e-mail address before advertise-
ments will be accepted (no box numbers). Old Toy
Soldier is not responsible for the accuracy of descrip-
tion or authenticity of items advertised for sale or
trade. We reserve the right to reject advertising.
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Spring Issue March 10 May 10

Summer Issue June 10 August 10
Fall Issue September 10 November 10

Winter Issue December 10 February 10

Color
Full Page ..........$475 .......7.5"w x 10"h without bleed

8.75”w x 11.25”h with bleed
Half Page ..........$300 .......7.5"w x 5"h ............Horizontal
Half Page ..........................3-1/2"w x 10"h.......Vertical
Quarter Page .....$225 .......3-1/2"w x 5"h

Periodical Postage paid at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15243-0324.

Old Toy Soldier (ISSN 1064-4164) is published quarterly for $

Advertising Rates

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements
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Advertising deadlines as outlined above.

Subscriptions

Subscribe on line www.oldtoysoldier.com

www.oldtoysoldier.com

36 per year.

You may now 
subscribe online!

You may now 
subscribe online!
oldtoysoldier.com
U. S. Subscription Rates - Four issues per year. 
First Class Mail..................$55 - 1 Year;  $107 - 2 Years 
Second Class Mail.............$36 - 1 Year; $69 - 2 Years 

The difference:
First class mail will arrive in approximately 2-3 days. 
First class mail will be forwarded. First class mail will 
be held at your post office if temporarily away. Second 
class mail may require up to a month to be received; 
however, usually delivered within one to two weeks. 
Second class mail is NOT forwarded. Second class 
mail will NOT be held if temporarily away. 
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Four issues per year. 
Canada, Mexico Airmail....$50 - 1 Year; $99 - 2 Years 
Overseas Airmail...............$75 - 1 Year; $149 - 2 Years 
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Old Toy Soldier 
P.O. Box 13324 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324. 

Master Card, Visa, American Express and Discover 
credit cards accepted.  Please complete enclosed 
subscription form and submit with your credit card 

details to above address. 
• Subscriptions are non-refundable. 
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Checks payable to: Old Toy Soldier
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

 Set 623  
French Infantry, 

The La Reine Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer & 

6 Privates.  

Set 624  
French Infantry , 

The Guyenne Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer 

& 6 Privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

 New Releases of The French & Indian Wars.

  Summer The Journal for Collectors Volume 33 Number 2
 2009  $10.00
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

Set 660, Th e Garde Francaise.
Offi  cer, Sergeant, Drummer & 5 Privates.

Set 661. the Garde Francaise,  8 privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

New Releases of Th e Seven Year War

General Wolfe available soon  
Rorke’s Drift 1879  & Swiss 

Gardes Seven Year War rest as 
previous advert
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HEYDE’S TAKING OF TROY

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Set 405. The Zulu War, Rorke’s Drift.
Lt. Chard & Lt. Broomhead, Commissary Dalton,

Colour-Sergeant, Bugler & 3 24th Privates.

Set 95.  Guards Camel Corps. 
Egypt 1884-85

Officer & 2 Troopers.

Available soon:
New series British Army American War of Independence

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

New Releases

This issue includes 
Cumulative indices 

covering 
Volumes 26-33

 Summer The Journal for Collectors Volume 34 Number 2
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V34
#2

O
L
D

 T
O

Y
 S

O
L
D

IE
R

S
U
M
M
E
R
 
2
0
1
0

TImpo GI’s

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Set 202.   British Infantry 10th Regiment, Officer, Kings & Regimental Colour, 
Sergeant, Drummer & 2 corporals.

Set 203 Officer, corporal & 
6 privates firing  

Set 204 Sergeant, corporal & 
6 privates on guard

Traditional style soldiers for Collectors 

New Releases  American War of Independence. British Army

 Fall The Journal for Collectors Volume 34 Number 3
 2010  $10.00
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for Collectors 

New Releases Christmas 2010 set & Crimean War.

Cold stream Guards 
marching set 111 
Officer, Drummer 
& 6 Guardsmen

Christmas 2010 set
Officer, standard-Bearer, 

2 x Colour sergeants, 
Drummer & Piper.

Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT

Subscribe online and have access to all back issues
oldtoysoldier.com

  Spring The Journal for Collectors Volume 37 Number 1
 2013  $10.00
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Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
In our 54mm series painted in Matt, later available in our 54mm series painted in Gloss 

Tradition of London Ltd

Joan of Arc, French, Jeanne d’Arc, Born ca 1412 - 30 May 1431, nicknamed � e Maid of Orléans, is a folk heroine 
of France and a Roman Catholic saint. She was born a peasant girl in what is now eastern France. Claiming divine 
guidance, she led the French army to several important victories during the Hundred Years’ War, which paved the 

way for the coronation of Charles VII of France. She was captured by the Burgundians, transferred to the English in 
exchange for money, put on trial by the pro-English Bishop of Beauvais Pierre Cauchon for charges of “insubordination 

and heterodoxy”, and was burned at the stake for heresy when she was 19 years old.

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm offi ce.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionofl ondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionofl ondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

GREENWOOD AND BALL
KING JOHN

M54 63 Joan of Arc
Joan of Arc, with banner high and 
sword drawn. Leading the charge 

against the English on her magestic 
steed for the glory of France.

 Summer The Journal for Collectors Volume 37 Number 2
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

The conversions of neal crowley

Napoleonic British
Painted in Matt or as Kit/ castings

To be released end of August, this years Christmas set 2013 and A Royal Marine Band

TG54 05 Sergeant Ewart 
with the French Eagle

TG54 06 Royal Scots Greys 
Officer and 92nd Highlander

M54 47
The Captive eagle 

Waterloo 1815
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Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

MADE IN ARGENTINA

This special limited edition “Christmas 2013 Set” is only available during the year of issue.
The fi gures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously 

hand-painted in gloss enamel, packed in our Red Boxes with foam. 

Zulu War 1879
It was during the Zulu War of 1879 that the 24th Foot gained the most Victoria Crosses ever 

awarded to any one unit at one time. Following the massacre of the regiment at Isandhlwana, a 
Zulu impi descended on the mission station at Rorke’s DSrift held by some wounded and sick men 
of the 2nd battalion. Despite the overwhelming force of Zulus they held the mission and at the end 

of the day the Zulus withdrew having suffred crippling casualties.   

2013 Christmas set Zulu War 1879 - 
Th e British Army 24th Regiment of Foot

Offi cer, Sergeant, Two Privates, Offi cer Army Commissariat and Surgeon Army Medical Department
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Find the world’s greatest armies in our incredible collection of military miniatures, featuring 
W. Britain, King & Country, John Jenkins Designs, and others, including old toy soldiers. And check 

out all our unusual toys. With our online store it’s easy to deploy these troops to your home.

Exceptional Toys and Collectibles for All Ages
223 Parkway Drive, Suite AB, Williamsburg, VA 23185

757-229-5660
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THE BATTLE OF CAMERONE IN MINIATURE
By Henry I. Kurtz

During the French Intervention in 
Mexico in the 1860’s, a company of 
French Foreign Legionnaires on its way 
to escort a convoy of munitions and 
gold was attacked by a strong force of 
Mexican troops. The 65 legionnaires 
under command of Captain Jean 
Danjou took refuge in the Hacienda 
de la Trinidad near the village of 
Camerone. There, on April 30,1863, 
the legionnaires fought a day-long 
battle on April 30, 1863 against 2,000 
Mexican soldiers. Even after Captain 
Danjou was killed, the embattled 
legionnaires fought on until most were 
either killed or wounded, and the rest 
captured The delaying action enabled 
the convoy to reach the city of Puebla 
and the munitions proved decisive 
in the capture of that stronghold by 
French forces.

The Battle of Camerone soon achieved 
legendary status and propelled the 
French Foreign Legion into the forefront 
of an elite military unit whose soldiers 
were willing to fight to the death no 
matter what the odds. Napoleon III 
ordered the name Camerone added to 
the battle honors on the Foreign Legion 
banner. Even today Camerone is 
celebrated as the official Legion holiday 
with parades and other ceremonies.

As might be expected, the battle has 
drawn the attention of toy soldier 
companies. In the forefront of these, 
naturally, is the French firm of C.B.G. 
Mignot. Several special diorama boxes 
have been issued by Mignot, including 
a two-tier affair that shows Mexican 
troops attacking Legionnaires in the 
lower level and the aftermath of the 
fight on the upper level. (One of these 
dioramas sold recently at an Old Toy 
Soldier Auctions sale for $1,300.) 
Another, perhaps more dramatic 
single tier diorama by Mignot, depicts 
Legionnaires and Mexican soldiers 
hotly engaged in a fierce fight at the 
hacienda (see photos one and two). 

Illustration one: Mignot Battle of Camerone 1863 (2 tier diorama)

Illustration two: Mignot Battle of Camerone Diorama Box

Above: Two Legionnaires demonstrate the uniform worn in Mexico.
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THE BATTLE OF CAMERONE IN MINIATURE (Cont.)

Illustration four: 
True Craft’s 55mm line, from a catalog it put out circa mid-1950’s.

Illustration five 
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THE BATTLE OF CAMERONE IN MINIATURE (Cont.)

Mignot also produced conventional 12-piece infantry 
sets of Legionnaires in blue and red uniforms both 
with kepis and wearing straw hats, as shown in the 
accompanying illustration.

In the 1950’s, the American firm of Tru-Craft issued 
a series of 55mm Legionnaires in what was dubbed 
the “Mexican Expeditionary Force.” As illustration 
four (taken from a mid-1950’s Tru-Craft catalogue) 
shows, the Legionnaires were in action poses, firing 
and loading, and standing at ease with slung rifles. 
There was also a figure of Captain Danjou in dramatic 
pose, no doubt inspired by a contemporary painting 
reproduced here as illustration five. The Tru-Craft 
figures could be had as individual pieces, priced at 
$2.50 for a painted, or .55 cents unpainted and primed. 
There were boxed sets of 15 figures painted in matt 
colors for $37.50; or 14 unpainted figures (brushes 
and paints included) with painted officer for $9.95.

More recently. Tradition of London issued a series of 
nicely sculpted and brightly gloss painted figures of 
Battle of Camerone Legionnaires and Mexican troops 
in dramatic action poses (see illustration six). There are 
also a series of 28mm figures, available as castings, of 
Camerone Legionnaires, issued by gringo 40s, which 
includes a six-piece set described by the maker as “a 
striking vignette of the Foreign Legion’s most historic 
last stand against insurmountable odds.”

Clearly, toy and miniature soldier firms have done 
their best to preserve the memory of Captain Jean 
Danjou and his gallant band of Foreign Legionnaires 
who upheld the Foreign Legion’s code of honor and 
courage.

Henry I. Kurtz is the author of “The Art of the Toy 
Soldier” and a dealer and collector of toy and miniature 
soldiers.

Tradition Battle of Camerone

Tru-Craft Figures
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Arnold Rolak died December 3, 2013 in Houston Texas, 
he is survived by his wife Emma of 36 years a Son, 2 
Daughters, 7 Grandchildren, 2 Great grandchildren.

A larger than life character 
he endeared himself 
to all in the Toy Soldier 
Hobby. He was kind 
hearted, generous, jovial, 
and had a happy knack 
of making everyone 
feel at ease with his 
outgoing personality. An 
enthusiast focused Toy 
Soldier collector, Arnolds 
resume in the toy soldier 
world was impressive 
to say the least. Arnold 
had toy soldiers as a 
child but only discovered 
Britains  during his time 
in Bermuda and after first 
meeting his long time 
friend and fellow collector 
Colonel Donald Pudney.

Arnold soon became an avid collector and built up a 
huge collection of Britains and specialized in Britains 
early mechanical toys and prototypes with an emphasis 
on civilians as well as soldiers.

Arnold was a researcher and obtained joint ownership 
of the Britains Factory Records (Hopefully these 
documents, in book form will be published soon). 
Arnold also assisted with information from these 
records as consultant to Christies Auction House, 
London in 1993/1994. 

Perhaps a little known fact is that Arnold always had 
visions of owning his own toy soldier company and 
entered into a brief partnership with the late Charles 
Biggs. The name Sceptre was adopted, it was eventually 
taken over by Charles Biggs, renamed Premier and 
introduced into the Britains range. As an author he co 
wrote Britains Civilian Toy Figures with me.

Probably one of the largest and most unique toy 
soldier auctions ever held at Christies in London was 
the Arnold Rolak Reference collection of Britains Toys 
in December 2000.

Arnold attended over 30 Chicago Old Toy Soldier 
shows and could always be relied on to entertain and 
share his vast knowledge of the hobby.

As close long time friends of Arnold and his wife it is 
of great personal sadness that I write this obituary on 
behalf of my wife Sue and myself, however in Arnold’s 
own words his wish was that the memory of him be a 
happy one.

Obituary ~ Arnold J. Rolak 1933- 2013
HOBBY NEWS

Arnold assisting with Britains 
Archive Catalogue.

Arnold at home with his collection.

Meeting Dennis Britain at the Britains Centenary Dinner 1993.

Arnold with the Christies Display prior to auction in 2000.
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The Practice of Enjoying Toy Figures
By Fred Wyman

I have been a collector of hollowcast lead toy figures 
both civilian and military for over 60 years.  I first 
started “collecting” or should I say playing with 
toy soldiers when I was six.  My first boxed set of 
Britains (firing Coldstream Guards) was a Christmas 
gift.  These valiant combatants have long gone to toy 
soldier heaven.  I use the word combatant because 
I would play “war” with them and shoot at them with 
my B-B gun.

During my childhood years I never entertained the 
notion of collecting my play toys, I just enjoyed 
playing with my troops.  It wasn’t until I came home 
after my first semester at the University of Florida 
when I noticed my mother had displayed some of 
my battle worn men on shelves in my room.  My 
mother was merely getting my toys up out of the 
way.  She was unaware that she was giving birth to a 
lifelong hobby.  I never collected coins, stamps, etc.  
It dawned on me that maybe collecting toy soldiers 
would be a good hobby.  

My collecting was rather sporadic during college, 
dental school and my three year stint in the Army.  The 
reason being that by 1972 collecting lead miniatures 
was already becoming an expensive proposition 
and I did not have the money to spend on my new 
hobby, therefore for nearly 10 years my interest in 

toy soldiers remained dormant.  Essentially I took 
myself out of the hobby.

It was not until I accidently came upon Dick Sossi’s 
Annapolis Toy Soldier show that a man named Bill 
O’Brien rekindled my interest and enthusiasm in 
collecting.  He convinced me that creating figures 
that Britains and other manufacturers never made 
was more interesting than just collecting boxed sets.
Consequently with O’B’s help and encouragement, 
for the past 30 years we have been taking discarded 
and damaged figures and giving them new life.  I use 
original castings to create pieces that Britains, etc. 
never made but should have created.

That said I would like to share with you an example of 
that creativity.  It is the centerpiece of my collection.

Britains, Ltd. made prairie schooners, tumbrel 
carts, open landaus, coronation coaches, military 
wagons, farm wagons, farmer’s gigs and caissons; 
however they never made an honest to goodness 
metal stagecoach.  The French and other British 
companies attempted to market their versions of the 
Wild West coach but most were not 54 mm. scale.

O’B took a souvenir piggy bank (made by Banthrico, 
Inc. Chicago, Illinois) and made an exact replica of 

Bill O’Brien’s (O.B.) Stage Coach
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The Practice of Enjoying Toy Figures (Cont.)

a Wells Fargo stagecoach.  It took over a year to 
complete this truly remarkable work of art.

The stagecoach has five passengers:  two little 
girls (Taylor-Barrett), two ladies (Britains – young 
woman seated) and one old man (Britains from the 
farmer’s gig) mounted inside the coach.  A driver 
(French hollowcast) and a man riding “shotgun” 
(Britains young seated farmhand) sit atop the 
coach.  The three two-horse teams galloping are 
Britains from the Prairie Schooner set.  All of these 
figures were in bad need of repair when found 
in ”junk boxes” at shows, flea markets, antique 
shops, e-Bay or collections sold at auction.

The traces and reins were assembled using hand 
twisted copper wire.  The draught pole that is 
fastened to the coach was handcrafted and 
casted.  The wheels came from Britains General  
Service Wagon.

The hand detailing and painting of the coach and 
figures is exquisite.  It is painted in the style of the 
English old toy soldier complete with the bright 
pink cheeks.  Testors enamels create the shine 
reminiscent of an era that is “gone with the wind.”

I could show you many more O’B originals 
however the coach is the ultimate and as O’B 
likes to say, “It’s the only one in the world.”

Creating the unique and unlabeled is much 
more challenging and rewarding than collecting 
the traditional boxed sets.  It is a new trend in 
collecting.  One that is affordable yet practical 
and exciting. Our current hobby of collecting 
hollowcast lead figures is in decline.  There are 
very few young people entering the hobby, which 
is sad.  This avenue of collecting might entice this 
age group and spark their creative genius.

The lesson learned from this exercise is that 
connoisseurship in collecting comes from looking 
past the names and brands and instead focusing 
upon the quality and uniqueness of the creation.

Editors Note: Fred Wyman is a practicing dentist 
and combines this with the practice of enjoying 
toy figures.

Bill O’Brien
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Made in Argentina Part 2 E.G. Toys Miniatures
By Norman Joplin

In Part one of this series documenting the 
manufacturers of Argentine figures (OTS Volume 
37 #3) I mentioned that although most Argentine 
manufacturers imitated the style of figures produced 
in Europe either by Britains or Timpo and that from 
time to time unique items were produced by a 
number of Argentina companies. E.G.TOYS was 
one such company.

Concentrating more on Civilian and non Military 
subjects E.G. Toys produced their own unique range 
representing people of Argentine culture during the 
pre and post war periods.

Gauchos, Folk Dancers, domestic animals and 
accessories were produced, with only brief forays 
into  plagiarizing  European items. An interesting 

figure of the Nandu, a flightless bird native to the 
area and similar to an Ostrich was included in this 
range.

EG Toys catalogue of the early 1950s also lists many 
Farm and Wild Animals, with the Wild Animal series  
in particular looking almost identical to Britains.

Most of EG Toys  farm animals were obviously 
inspired by Britains with the exception a model of 
an Argentinean Bull which was unique to them.

In part 3 of this series of articles I hope to show the 
unique attempts made by Argentinean companies in 
imitating the Timpo G.I. Series.

Photographs courtesy Don Pielin

Part of extensive line including the Flightless Nandu

Various accessories
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Made in Argentina Part 2 E.G. Toys Miniatures (Cont.)

Cactus, Gaucho, Donkey

Different version of Gaucho Guitar Player. 
The Seated Female is very similar to Britains or Johillco

Different versions of Female Dancer and Gaucho

EG Toys Bulls (unique casting) Accordian Players showing Timpo version on left & EG Toys on right.
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Free Room Activity 

on Thursday thru Saturday.

Open to public. 

Come See the Displays

In The Hotel Rooms!

1989 - 2014

For Table 
Information:

Phone (760) 758-5481 
Fax (760) 758-7004

Admission $6
Under 12 is Free

Mention this ad for $1 off
(2 person max)

Irvine Marriot
Hotel

18000 Von Karman Avenue
Irvine, CA 92612

Close to Orange County County Airport

1-800-228-9290 
Hotel Direct (949) 553-0100 

Photo by:
Noel Schlageter
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RECONNAISSANCE

Vereston box of plastic Hill Figures. Does anyone else own a Vereston product?

Ged Haley submitted these images of Fishermen in the style of Britains.
Do any subscribers have further information on them?
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AUCTION PREVIEW

Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA are proud to give advance notice of an exceptional one-owner 
toy soldier collection to be auctioned in June 2014. The James A. Henderson Collection. 
Britains, Britains Paris Office, Heyde, Mignot, Lucotte, King and Country, Trophy, Ducal, 
Fusilier, Steadfast, William Hocker, Stadden, Monarch, Imrie & Risley, Imperial, Etc., Etc.  

Many lots carry excellent Provenance i.e. Britains Archive, Ed Ruby Collection, Malcolm 
Forbes Collection, and The Property of H.R.H. the Duke of Gloucester.

The collection consists of representations of the above manufacturers products, over 250 
of which are in their original boxes.

The provenance of some of the items is world class, Britains Archive Auction, Malcolm 
Forbes Sale, Ed Ruby Collection and property of HRH The Duke of Gloucester.

Britains items from the Great Book of Britains

Britains Paris Office King and Country

South African KingScots Guard Pipe Band

The James A. Henderson Collection 
 June 27th, 28th & 29th, 2014

manufacturers
Britains Pre War Boxed

Britains Pre War unboxed
Britain Post War Boxed

Britains Post War unboxed
Britains Paris Office

Britains Special Paints
 

Blenheim
British Bulldog

Carman
Dorset
Ducal

Fusilier
Guards Toy Soldier Centre

Haffner
Harold Pestana

Heyde
Hocker

HM of GB
Imperial

Imrie & Risley
King and Country

Lucotte
Marlborough

Mignot
Monarch

Northern Ireland Toy Soldier Museum
Regimental Collectibles
Ruffles and Flourishes
Soldiers of the World

Spenkuch
Stadden
Steadfast
Tradition
Trophy
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Britains Special Paints Forbes / Pestana Gun Boat

Britains Paris Office Figures

Britains Waterloo Winter Cloaks

Britains previously unknown Terrain Terrier Britains Texas Rangers

Lucotte Napoleonic
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Britains Paris Office Infantry De Ligne with foot and mounted officer.

Britains R.A.F Colour Party. 

Britains Italian Infantry Specials with Bugler.

German Hollow Cast Prussians.

Britains Aircraft.

Britains Bahamas Police in original cellophane box.

Britains Traffic Police in Original Box.

Britains Unique Clyde Model Dockyard Displays -- Provenance The Ed Ruby Collection and Pictured in Opie’s Great Book.

Heyde Turkish Infantry.

Mignot Flag Bearers.

Royal Marine Artillery Running Green
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Stadden Napoleonic Band.

Mignot Kettle Drummers.

Britains Special Berkshire Regiment Fifes and Drums Provenance Ed Ruby.

Salvation Army Flag Bearers and Females.

Salvation Army Blue Band.

Royal Marine Infantry Band with Box (Not shown).

Bahamas Police Band with box (Not Shown).

Britains Mobile Police Car with Box.

Heyde West Point Cadets.Bill Hocker Musical, Band Stand.
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Joseph Saine Toy Soldiers
628 Dixie Highway

Rossford, OH 43460

www.josephsaine.com
419-662-TOYS (8697)

We stock and purchase:
heirloom toy soldiers 
quality antique toys

Online 
only sale

April 5th & 6th, 2014
Check 

www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com
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Hackensack Show

SHOW REPORT

Back on track after last year’s cancelled show because of the hurricane. Bill Lango once again 
provided a great show for all ages, including some of the younger generation pictured below.

Michael Jones

William Honan and family

Old Toy Soldier’s Bre Lilja with show organizer Bill Lango

Thor Johnson and Aero Art
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Figures
For Sale

All Manufacturers:
Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval - 

Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798

Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716

Email: vindotti@erols.com

Be
lgia

n Composition

Old Toy Soldiers
For Sale

(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *

 
 

 

G. Scott Morlan 
Toy Soldiers for Sale 

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more… 

boxed and unboxed 
Military and Civilian  

sets and singles. Books too! 
   New Collection Just In!! 
  Lots of postwar boxed sets 
     Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan 
P.O. Box 10701 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
 949 574 9259 

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com 
 

Email: pam@bruntonsbarracks.com
Webpage: www.bruntonsbarracks.com

BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS
BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net

Inventory varies from time to time 
and includes the following plus more:

  
Visit website to view many more products!

CURRENT MAKERS:
Britains
Mignot
Alymer

HM of Great Britain
Hocker

J G Miniatures
King & Country

Figarti
Trophy

EARLY TOY SOLDIERS:
Britains
Johillco

Composition
Dimestore
Blenheim
Vertunni
Garibaldi

Email: pam@bruntonsbarracks.com
Webpage: www.bruntonsbarracks.com
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25 Pdr. Field Gun (Brit.)    
eA087(Br)   $95.00

KAiser 
Wilhelm ii 
(mounted)  
FW126

Fusilier AdvAncinG #1 - French 
line inFAntry 66th line, 3rd 
comPAny - White trousers
Amh-03   $40.00

We Buy & sell 

collections

checK out our 

site For hArd  

to Find items 

Coming 
Soon from 
figarti 
miniatureS
New wiNter tiger etg-097  
and Battle of the Bulge gI’s

hoPlites (White) - nine unPAinted PlAstic FiGures 
54GrK03W  $28.00

no rules - Zulu KicKinG British 
24th Foot in BAcK - tWo FiGures 

mAy 2014  $68.00

landing Soon! 

BritAins 4.7 
inch nAvAl 
Gun 
BrG-2
$40.00
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Is this Britain’s first Toy Soldier catalogue? 
By Rob Wilson

In 1972 Dennis Britain signed his name to a 
reproduction of what was thought to be Britain’s 
earliest known catalogue of their hollowcast range.  
Including all the sets up to Set #191 (Turcos), this has 
been dated to 1915. It contained a comprehensive 
listing of their military and other figures and 
accessories available at that time. 

James Opie, in his Great Book of Britains (1993, 
p.156), argues that this was a descendent of the 
large format catalogues produced since at least 
1880. The 1915 one, another from 1908, and one for 
1880 (depicting Britain’s earlier mechanical toys and 
in possession of the company at the time James was 
writing), were the only ones known to have survived. 

James also presents (op cit, p.44) an image of what 
(he thought then) was the earliest known listing of 
Britain’s toy soldier production. This was a single 
column of set numbers and titles stuck to the inside 
of a single row set box lid. Unfortunately the list is 
torn and incomplete. It is headed with the retailer’s 
name and address (“Wisbey’s Bazaar, 174, High 
Street, Stoke Newington”). It includes set #76 (the 
Middlesex Regiment), which James suggests dates 
it to 1897.

This kind of listing was probably included in boxes 
to advertise the full range,  and to encourage further 
purchases.  James notes (op cit, p.156) that it was 
commonplace to supply copy and engraved illustration 
printing blocks to retailers such as Gamages in order 
to enable them to include information about Britain’s 
products in their own catalogues. 

Later lists, such as that shown in Figure 1, continued 
to be produced for many years. This particular one 
runs to two columns and includes prices.  It now also 
includes the b-sized range. This list also includes 
sets #127 and #128 from the standard sized range, 
enabling it to be dated to 1903. This list was contained 
in a single row box of Britain’s soldiers, hidden behind 
the tie card! 

In May 2005 I was fortunate enough to acquire a 
number of early sets from the Palinbourne estate 
in Scotland. This collection comprised a number 
of Britain’s and other manufacturers’ figures from 
the late 19th century. They were mostly still in their 
original boxes, ‘straight out of the nursery’. All of the 
sets dated from around the same period and, given 

their condition, appeared not to have been played 
with since!

On collecting the lots I had acquired from the 
Edinburgh Auction room, I was delighted to find in 
one of the boxes a similar list. However, on closer 
inspection this turned out to be much more than a 
list, including detailed illustrations of many sets.  It 
appeared to be a pretty comprehensive list of items 
on offer at that time - a real catalogue displaying the 
full Britain’s toy soldier range. Subsequent research 
suggests that this catalogue predates the Wisbey’s 
Bazaar listing by a year or so, probably being 
produced in the first half of 1896.

It is interesting that Britain’s name and logo appear 
only at the foot of the back page.  The front page is 
headed by “Metal Soldiers” with a sub title “made in 
London” and an emphasis that these are designed 
and modelled by English artists and entirely produced 
by British labour. 

Stamped in red ink (after the Britain’s trademark) on 
the back page is the name and address of Hart & 
Sons 23, Goswell Road, London E.C.  According to 
the London Gazette, Hart  & Son were warehousemen 
(presumably wholesale distributers). The Gazette for 
January 6, 1903, (p.139) reports that:

“NOTICE is hereby given, that the Partnership 
heretofore subsisting between us the undersigned, 
David Hart and Montague Hart, carrying on business 
as Warehousemen, at 23, Goswell-road, in the county 
of London, under the style or firm of “ HART AND 
SONS,” has been dissolved by mutual consent as 
and from the 1st day of January, 1903. All debts* due 
to and owing by the said late firm will be received 
and paid by the said David Hart.—Dated this 1st day 
of January, 1903. DAVID HART. MONTAGUE HART.”

Today 23 Goswell Road is now part of the University 
of London.

The catalogue is printed on one large sheet of thin, 
newsprint style, paper, folded to make 4 large pages.  
The overall size laid flat is 27.25” x 17” (roughly Foolscap 
Double in Old English measures). Each “portrait” page 
is roughly 17” x 13.6” (430mm x 348mm, somewhat 
larger than A3, which is 420mm x 297mm (16.5” x 
11.7”)). This compares with the 1915 catalogue which 
has “portrait” pages (425mmx 278mm).
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Is this Britain’s first Toy Soldier catalogue? (Cont.)

The highest set number mentioned is set #66, one of 
the newly introduced Indian cavalry sets, which also 
included both two and three row displays. Other multi 
row display sets (numbered in the 40s and 50s) are 
also given prominence.

Proudly displayed on the front page are the largest 
display set available at that time (set #29), together 
with set #39 the Royal Horse Artillery (RHA), with 
gunners and officer, which had just been introduced.  
The latter was by far the most complex model Britain’s 
had produced to date.  This was available at 6/- a 
pop.  The /- symbols indicated 6 shillings, of which 
there were 20 to the £ (pound sterling). According to 
the UK Office for National Statistics (Labour Market 
Trends, March 2003, p. 141), the average weekly 
wage in 1902 was just 28/-, so these were all toys for 
quite rich boys! The price of the RHA set compared 
with 7/- for the then largest display set (set #29). Set 
#73, which was much larger, did not appear until 
1897. The other four row displays (sets #21 and #22) 
were sold for  4/- each.  These are also illustrated on 
the front page.

All these prices were identical in the 1903 listing 
shown in Figure 1. This was published some 6 years 
later (by which time sets #127 and #128 had just been 
introduced, as well as a large number of other items 
(including the b-sized range)).  Altogether, this more 
than doubled the number of sets on offer.

The description of set #39 in the 1896 catalogue 
emphasises that the 4 seated Gunners may be 
removed to enhance play value, as can the seats on 
the gun, something modern day collectors rue as so 
many of them have since gone missing!

Checking through the set numbers covered in the 
catalogue, a number of gaps emerge.  However it 
looks like these were simply not on offer at this time 
(rather than that the Catalogue is incomplete).  It 
appears to cover the full range available in the first 
half (loosely defined) of 1896.  This was a time of 
dramatic expansion of the Britain’s range. Within 12 
months a large number of additional items had been 
included in the range. 

There is no mention in the catalogue of the larger size, 
plug armed Scots Greys and plug handed Fusiliers.  
According to James Opie these were discontinued in 
1896. On this evidence they had been withdrawn by 
then. The catalogue emphasises on the front page that 

the whole range is to a constant scale, stating that:

“a Foot Soldier is the same size as a Horse Soldier, 
and the horses are in proportion to the men, whilst 
the Uniforms and Colouring have been most carefully 
considered, so as to give a correct representation of 
the various regiments”. 

Many of the figures are still “Germanic”, including 
officers in the various cavalry sets on first version 
prancing horses,  holding tin swords.

Figure 1: Complete List of (Britains) Metal Soldiers (1903) – 
The Trademark here is up front
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Is this Britain’s first Toy Soldier catalogue? (Cont.)

Dr. Jameson’s (set #38) and the South Australian 
Lancers in slouch hats (set #49) are both featured, 
but as yet there are no Boers. The Boer cavalry set 
was introduced in 1899, taking up the empty set #6 
spot).  Set #38 is listed but not illustrated (perhaps 
the engraving was not yet ready?).  James Opie (op 
cit, p.31) shows a page from the March 1896 issue 
of Athletic Sports, Games and Toys, which uses 
an engraving of the set. It had been rushed into 
production to commemorate the famous raid, which 
took place around the turn of the year 1895/6. The 
Egyptian Camel Corps # 48 are proudly displayed, but 
the Bikanirs are absent, this set not being introduced 
until 1901 (although it just involved a simple head 
change).

The engravings used for the illustrations appear to be 
exactly the same as those used in later catalogues, 
such as the 1915 one (despite the fact that in the 
intervening years many of the figures had been 
upgraded and improved). Presumably the company 
did not think that the cost of having new engravings 
made was warranted. 

There are a number of other interesting and notable 
gaps in the listing. Table 1 sets them out in order.  
Sets #67 and #68  (Madras and Bombay infantry 
respectively) must have been introduced after this 
catalogue  was designed (as was set #64 the Indian 
Cavalry and Infantry display, which included the same 
infantry casting). 

Also notable by their absence are any pipers. Set 
#69 Pipers of the Scots Guards must have been 
introduced just after this catalogue was completed.  
This also applies to the other sets of Highlanders 
which included the piper figure, such as the Gordons 
(set #77). The latter was introduced in 1897 (with 5 plug 
handed figures accompanied by two pipers). None 
of the sets pictured in the 1896 catalogue include 
pipers. The various sets including Highlanders all 
comprise an officer with sword and 6 running soldiers 
with plug handed rifles.

None of the b-sized series are mentioned, although 
as shown above they are covered in the 1903 list. 
Most of the b-size sets were given b suffixes but a 
few appeared in the main roster, including sets #57 
and #58, but they are not mentioned here. Similar 
remarks apply to set #59, the two row display of 
Scots Greys. These appear to have been introduced 
too late to go into this catalogue.

Also missing is set #27 the 12 piece Band of the Line.  
The 21 piece band of the Coldstream Guards (set #37) 
had just been introduced. It required just a simple 
head change to create the Line band (introduced 
later in 1896). For those who wanted musicians to 
accompany their infantry, the catalogue offers only 
the smaller Drums and Bugles (set #30).

Other gaps include set #20 and #65 (which were used 
later for Russian and Japanese and Russian display 
sets respectively), and set # 35 the Royal Marine 
Artillery (introduced in 1897, including the new Valise 
pack marching figure). This casting,  together with 
related officers,  was also used for the Royal Fusiliers 
(taking up the vacated set #7 spot), as well  as sets 
#9 (the Rifle Brigade),  #75 (Scots Guards) and #76 
(Middlesex Regiment) , which all appeared in 1897.

Perhaps the most interesting piece of information 
concerns the numbering of the sets of plug-armed  
lancers. Based on the evidence from this catalogue, 
the information in James Opie’s invaluable price 
guide is not quite correct:
•	 Set #8 was NOT the 12th Lancers (the number 
	 was used for the 4th Hussars); and 
•	 Set #9 was NOT 16th Lancers (the number was 
	 not used at this time but was taken up for the Rifle 
	 Brigade in 1897).

The correct numbering according to the 1896 
catalogue is:
•	 Set #4 12th Lancers
•	 Set #5 17th Lancers
•	 Set #10 16th Lancers

The versions of these sets illustrated all have cap lines. 
The example of set #10 within which the catalogue 
has survived for over 120 years is shown in Figure 6.  
The other four figures illustrate the catalogue in full. 

I am planning to issue a limited edition, reproduction 
copy of this catalogue in 2014. This will be printed 
on good quality paper and will be approximately the 
same size as the original. If readers are interested 
in reserving a copy they are invited to contact the 
author by email (r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk) or phone 
+(44)1926496062.



31

Is this Britain’s first Toy Soldier catalogue? (Cont.)

Table 1: Set numbers missing from the Hart & Son catalogue

Figure 2: Page 1 of the 1896 Catalogue – no mention of Britains!

 
 

 

Missing from the full ordering of sets #1-66

6 previously used for the plug armed Scots Greys, later used for Boer cavalry

7 previously used for the plug handed Fusiliers, later taken up for the Royal Fusiliers)

20 unused, later taken up for Russian & Japanese 4 row display set

27 Band of the Line (introduced after the Coldstream Guards band set #37)

35 unused, later taken up for the Royal Marine Artillery

57 unused, later taken up for the b-sized British army display

58 unused, later taken up for the b-sized British army display

59 unused, later taken up by the two row display of Scots Greys

64 Indian Cavalry and Infantry display

65 unused, later taken up for Russian display set

Set numbers yet to be taken up

67 later taken up for Madras Indian Infantry

68 later taken up for Bombay Indian Infantry

69 later taken up for Pipers of the Scots Guards

6 
 

 
 
Figure 2: Page 1 of the 1896 Catalogue – no mention of Britains! 
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Is this Britain’s first Toy Soldier catalogue? (Cont.)

Figure 3: Page 2 of the 1896 Catalogue – new displays sets and the Guards band

 

Figure 4: Page 3 of the 1896 Catalogue – Indian Cavalry galore!
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Figure 4: Page 3 of the 1896 Catalogue – Indian Cavalry galore! 
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Is this Britain’s first Toy Soldier catalogue? (Cont.)

Figure 5: Page 4 of the 1896 Catalogue 
– the last charge of the plug-armed 

Lancers 
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Figure 5: Page 4 of the 1896 Catalogue – the last charge of the plug-armed 
Lancers  
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Figure 6:  The box of plug-armed lancers in which the Catalogue survived the 
passage of over 120 years! 
 

 

  Figure 6:  The box of plug-armed lancers in 
which the Catalogue survived the passage of 

over 120 years!
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28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS.  FRANCE.                        Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7  

THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOYTHE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOY--SOLDIERS IN PARISSOLDIERS IN PARIS
Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office, 
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition 
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French plastics, paper soldiers, 
flats etc etc……

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44     boitedesoldats@wanadoo.fr

Web-site boitedesoldats.fr

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and 
others.

A bientôt A bientôt àà ParisParis……
FranFranççois Beaumontois Beaumont

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr
NEW WEB SITE

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr

Contact Don Pielin
for Details:
Phone: 630-497-1239

email: dimestores@aol.com

Now Available
The American Toy Soldier 

Art of J. Edward Jones

The book contains 350 plus cover photos, 
all figures shown at actual size. 

Price is $55 plus $5 shipping within the U.S.A., 
overseas shipping is $23.

A reproduction copy of Jones Metal Art 
Miniatures 1931 Illustrated Catalog is also 
available from Don Pielin. 
Price $10, shipping included if purchased 
with the book or $11 including postage 
without the book.
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at

THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,

Britains,Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 St. Petersburg
Studios,The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier

Australian makers. Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.

FIGUREN-MAGAZIN
is Germany's outstanding
magazine on composition
and plastic figures and rela-
ted accessories. Each issue
is packed with information
on old and recent produc-
tions, and contains articles
written by authors not only
from Germany but also from
other countries. 
FIGUREN-MAGAZIN's main
focus is on “Lineol” and
“Elastolin”, but also refers to
other German and foreign
manufacturers. 
The themes range from an-
cient Romans, Normans and

Vikings, Medieval Knights and Wildwest to soldiers from the
period of the 20th century. Beside toy soldiers there also are
vehicles and other accessories, especially for WW Il scenarios,
as well as civillians, animals and much more. Each issue is very
well illustrated. There are four issues per year. 
Editors: Helmut Lang and Andreas Pietruschka 
Subscriptions rates: Europe 31.00 Euro, 
Overseas (Air Mail) 37.00 Euro (prices  
include shipping and postage). Contact:
VERLAG FIGUREN MAGAZIN
P.O.Box 210667, 10506 Berlin, Germany   
Tel.: +49 30 392 94 90, Fax: +49 30 398 48 166 
Email: redaktion@figuren-magazin.de 
Internet: www.figuren-magazin.de
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In 1961, Labayen’s Workshop was set up, a mythical 
establishment whose production of miniature military 
men is universally known, and it is still in business in 
2013.

The latest stage in the creation of these figures by the 
world-acclaimed and magnificent miniaturist, Ramon 
Labayen, comprises the period from 2005 to 2013. 
During this time Labayen has devoted himself to the 
modeling and painting of unique new figures that will 
not be commercialized, at least for the moment, in 54 
mm. In addition, he has again taken up, many years 
later, the modeling of figures in 30 mm for war games, 
using them to illustrate an episode in the military 
history of the Spanish army: the Battle of Camposanto 
that took place on 8 February 1743 between the army 
of Philip V under the command of Juan Gages and 
the allied troops of Austria and Sardinia. The work is 
still unfinished at this time since only the figures of the 
Spanish infantry and cavalry are ready, and the artillery 
and the Austrian troops still remain to be made.  To 
make the uniforms of the different units he used as 
a source the collective work El ejército de Fernando 
VI (Madrid: Defense Department, 1993). These figures 
were modeled between 2007 and 2008. At that time 
Labayen had a large group of more than one hundred 
figures in his collection representing the different 
battalions that fought in the battle and whose infantry 
included fusiliers, grenadiers, officers, standard-
bearers and drums (Picture 1). All the figures are 

extraordinarily painted in groups of five using alkyd oil 
paints. They all have individualized faces and the most 
outstanding element is the cloth of the colonel color 
flags (a surface of 4 x 4 centimeters), on which Ramon 
paints with incomparable skill the complicated designs 
of their shields (Picture 2). Sculpting these tiny figures 
is very laborious and complicated work. Mr. Labayen 
says that painting only one of these miniatures takes 
him almost as much time as decorating a figure of 54 
mm.

In these two years he only made one 54 mm. figure, 
that of Leopold I, Prince of Anhalt-Dessau (der alte 
Dessauer) based on Antoine Pesne’s famous portrait, 
which he was already finishing at the end of 2007 
(Picture 3). Dessauer joins the production of Prussian 
figures, a subject that Labayen is enthusiastic about. 
With his deep interest in the uniforms of the 18th 
century, he has devoted himself to researching the 
uniforms of several countries, the center of attention 

being one of the prominent 
historical figures he finds most 
attractive: Frederick II.

My friendship with Ramon has 
allowed me over the years to 
follow closely the process 
of creation and modeling 
that goes into his figures. 
This process always begins 
by taking models of naked 
bodies fused in metal and then 
adding with modeling paste 
the successive elements that 
will constitute that soldier’s 
uniform. It is a slow and 
meticulous procedure. In the 
54 mm figures the torso and 
the legs are frequently made in 
one piece, and then the head, 
arms and supplies (weapons, 
swords and bayonets, 
rucksacks, cartridge belts, 
sabretaches..) that will join the 
figure are modeled separately, 
before moving on to the stages 

The Appeal of Ramon Labayen’s Most Recent Figures: 
Singular and Special

By José María Sanz-Hermida

Picture 1

Picture 2

Picture 3
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of priming and then painting. This way the figure can 
adopt a natural position, in which the head can turn 
to any side, be more or less straight or inclined, and 
the final result is perfect. Labayen is very much a 
perfectionist and in this process of modeling, which 
can go on for several months, he often modifies his 
work until he is completely satisfied with it. After 
assembly and painting he checks whether the figure 
is in line with his expectations or whether it has some 
kind of defect. If it is not perfect, he will remodel the 
parts until he is completely satisfied with the figure. 
The process of painting a figure takes Ramon Labayen 
approximately 16 hours, but of course not in one 
sitting! The head is painted first, and this takes him 

about an hour. The number of pieces that go into each 
figure varies and depends on the figure’s technical 
complexity. One of the most fascinating figures is 
the third version of Cosme Damián Churruca, hero of 
Trafalgar, represented with a jacket with open lapels. 
It is made of sixteen pieces besides the base. Here 
Labayen has separately fused in tin each of the ten 
buttons arranged on the front of the jacket, which 
adds tremendous realism to the uniform. The pieces 
forming this figure are: the head with the body, the 
arms, the hands, the sheath of the sword, the guard 
and the naked sword that he has in the hand. His 
reasons for making this figure were twofold; Curruca 
was from Guipuzcoa, like Labayen himself, and 2005 
was the 200th anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar. 
He made six different figures of Churruca in diverse 
attitudes and variations. The explanation that Ramon 
gives for this unusual creation of models of the same 
person is that he wasn’t satisfied with any of them. 
(Pictures 4, 5 ,6, 7, 8, 9)

With the manufacture and painting of the figure of 
D. Fadrique de Toledo, Ramon Labayen marked a 
milestone in his production of military miniatures. This 
figure represents the individual who was the “Admiral 
of the Ocean Sea”  under the reign of Philip IV in the 
recovery of San Cristóbal Island, according to the 
picture painted in 1634 by Félix Castelo for the ”Salón 
de los Reinos”  of the Buen Retiro Palace in Madrid. 
Modeling of the figure began in 2005, but it was left 
and taken up again on different occasions, until it was 
finished between 2010 and 2011. Chronologically it 
is the oldest uniform represented by Ramon and it is 
undoubtedly my personal favorite (Picture 10). The 

The Appeal of Ramon Labayen’s Most Recent Figures: (Cont.)

Picture 4 Picture 5 Picture 6

Picture 9

Picture 7

Picture 8
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painting of the different fabrics, golds, satins and 
cuirass with alkyd oils is nothing if not spectacular. 
The treatment of Flanders lace on the neck resembles 
the “veladuras” or glazing that Velázquez used in his 
pictures. The fact is that Ramon often uses the faces 
in paintings from the great painters in the history of 
art, such as Frans Hals and others, as a reference for 
the faces on his figures.

In 2011, the year in which we celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of his workshop, he completely remodeled 
an old figure of the Vallet Series, based on the work 
of A. Travers l’Europe, Croquis de la Cavalerie by that 
author, and created an Officer of the Cazadores of 
Victoria Eugenia from the reign of Alfonso XIII. It is an 
elegant figure in which the arms rest on the saber in a 
position of rest. Around this time Labayen frequently 
remodeled figures proceeding from the time when 
Fermín Galarreta was the sculptor of the workshop 
(Picture 11).

The year 2012 was one of intense creative activity. The 
figures of the Lancer of Navarre and of the Chistolari 
and Fusilier of the Cantabrian Volunteers of 1745 – 
1762 were made, the last two based on the prints of 
Michel Petard’s work (pictures 12 and13). They are 
harmonious and colorful figures, represented in very 
natural attitudes, with uniforms in which the combat 
jackets are predominantly blue. Ramon is planning to 
model all the figures of this company from the work of 
Pétard, but for the moment they have not been given 
continuity.

The appearance of the work by Daniel Hohrath, 
Friedrich de Grosse und die Uniformierung der 
presussischen Armee von 1740 bis 1786, with its 
splendid documentation, among which are photos of 
original uniforms, reactivated the interest that Ramon 
never entirely lost in Prussian uniforms and as a result 
he created a figure of a 1786 cuirassier, a process that 
we documented in several photographs from its initial 
modeling until the final painting (Pictures 14,15,17 and 
18). The cuirassier is made up of twelve pieces: the 
head, the feathers of the three-cornered hat, the pony-
tail, the body, the arms, the spurs, the sabretache, the 
cartridge-belt, the saber and the saber guard. 

The Appeal of Ramon Labayen’s Most Recent Figures: (Cont.)

Picture 10 Picture 11 Picture 12 Picture 13

Picture 14 Picture 15
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It is clear that the material used by Ramon 
has changed from the first figures in which 
gouache was used with acrylic glaze to achieve 
greater fluidity. But he has also changed his 
way of painting. In the beginning he used a 
technique he invented himself, which he calls 
“filleting”, in which the texture of the different 
components of the figure ensue from the 
confluence of numerous long brushstrokes 
that gradually emphasize each of them. The 
use of quick-drying alkyd oils led to a change 
in his painting technique. Using thousands 
of tiny brushstrokes he defines the texture 
of the skin on the face and hands, the cloth 
of the uniforms, and the metallic or wooden 
elements.

In his latest figures a naïf style predominates, 
with the application of paint spots, a 
broadening of the palette of colors and the 
use of tonalities. Just a few lines serve to 
define the facial expression, which, after all, is 
the soul of the figure. (Pictures, 19, 20 and 21)

The Prussian cuirassier is the last piece 
modeled by Labayen until the next figure that 
he promises to create: Der junge Fritz, which 
all his admirers are looking forward to seeing 
soon.

José María Sanz-Hermida
kichtner@usal.es

The Appeal of Ramon Labayen’s Most Recent Figures: (Cont.)

Picture 17 Picture 18

Picture 19 Picture 20 Picture 21



40

Price including shipping & packaging within the USA is-
Soft Cover $79.95 included Priority Mail or 
$77.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.   
Hard Cover $89.95 including Priority Mail or 
$87.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.

To order or  for availability in UK, Europe or 
the rest of  the world please contact-Norman Joplin. 
Email info@normanjoplin.com or telephone 262-692-3913 
(Office hours Monday - Friday 8 am- 5 pm central time)
Or write enclosing check to 
Norman Joplin, 535 Fir Street, Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021

Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 1900-1939
 Four Decades of  Advertising
Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 1900-1939

Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 
1900-1939 - Four Decades of  
Advertising is a unique record 
of  Toy Soldier advertising 
from the World War 1 and pre 
World War 2 Periods.

Privately published and 
complied by Norman Joplin and 
Philip Dean, it illustrates many 
advertisements never before 
available to Toy Soldier Collectors 
and is the result of  over 40 years 
of research by Norman Joplin

The book also illustrates many 
individual rare single figures from 
the period and concentrates on 
over 30 manufacturers. Abel, 
Australian Hollowcasts, B.M.C, 
Chad Valley, Charterhouse, 
Cheerio Manufacturing Company, 
Crescent, EA Doran, Dunham 
White, CF Eckhardt, Exella, 
Faudel Phillips & Son, Fry, Erecto 
Toy Company, Godschalk, Hanks 
and Hanks Brothers and Sutton, 
A J Holladay, John Hill/Johillco, 
Kew, Laurie Hansen, Lord 
Roberts Workshop, Marlborough 
Manufacturing Company, Model 
Toys, Oliver Harper, Pixyland 
Manufacturing Company, Reka, 
Richards Art Company, Renvoize, 
Russell Manufacturing Company, 
Stoddarts, Wellington Toy 
Company, and  G.W. Wood

While Britains are included to a 
certain extent the main focus is 
on the other makers of the period. 
Volume 2 which will be available 
in 2012 will concentrate solely 
on Britains advertisements of the 
same period and beyond.
 
Note: this book is only available directly 
from the authors, it will not be offered 
by Amazon or via any cut price on line 
merchant. 

NOW BUYING 
TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS 
ANY SIZE SMALL or LARGE 

CASH PAID

1-800-786-1888
Packaging and Pick Up Service Available

CRW INC
dba Trains Galore And More

2840 South 70th Street Suite 7-337
Lincoln, Nebraska 68506

ESTABLISHED 1988

WWW.TRAINSGALOREANDMORE.COM

TRAINS GALORE AND MORE

Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

English Men at Arms at Agincourt
50 mm Scale

The King of Portugal
Tournament Knight Late Fourteenth Century

50 mm Scale 

The King of Castile
Tournament Knight Late Fourteenth Century

50 mm Scale
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BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS
BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.comDon Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World
We stock the Book and virtually

EVERYTHING in it 

to visit our showroom… we always buy 
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack and Patrick Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

GUY
RENAUD
FLAGS

Toy Soldiers at Their Best From

Alymer, Beau Gest
Britains, Dorset
East Of India
Forward March, Frontline
Fusilier, JG Miniatures
John Eden, Marlborough
Pickelhaube, PNF
Wilson Edwards, Larsen Toys
Mariea Miniatures, Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Rosedale
RP World Models
Castings from Alymer, Andrea
Cast Molds & Supplies from
Prince August

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables

Call for an appointment 

First Legion  • King & Country • Monarch Regalia • Rodden Historical

Green’s Collectables
Toy Soldiers At Their Best

www.greenscollectables.com  •  e-mail:  ma52557@aol.com                                      
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ, 07834  •  973-627-4961            

TIME PERIODS OFFERED
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,
Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life
French Foreign Legion, Victorian Life
Present day combatants
Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets
Britains Archive & Ceremorial Collections
War Along the Nile
Tactical Scenes

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Rosedale, Beau Geste
Britains,  Dorset GBE
Frontline, Fusilier,
RP World  Models/Steadfast
Larson Toys, Alymer 
Leddy & Slack
Little Lead Soldier
Marlborough,  PNF
Tommy Atkins,  Oryon
Prince August Molds
Irregular Miniatures
Wilson Edwards
Thomas Gunn
JG Miniatures

14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 • Fax: 314-567-3314

Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com
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THE GREAT WAR GAME
By Norman Joplin

H. G. Wells is known for his two books on War 
Games, Little Wars and Floor Games, the following 
possibly long forgotten publications however 
deserve a pace in the history of War Games with 
Toy Soldiers.

THE GREAT WAR GAME, a publication issued 
by Britains in 1909 is shown and the contents 
described in James Opie’s Great Book of Britains, 
Page 127. James sites the author as C.P.H.

The recent discovery of an original letter dated 
November 30th, 1908 sent by Charles P. Hobley 
from Newcastle Upon Tyne in reply to Britains, 
accepting an offer from the company to publish 
the book verifies that C.P.H was in fact Charles P. 
Hobley.

Mr. Hobley wrote- 
“Re War-Game Book, I herewith accept the offer as 
contained in your letter of November 26th (1908). 
I agree that it is a fair one to both. Like you I shall 
not make any profit on the first twenty thousand 
as my expenses have been some thirty pounds. 
but if the work sells freely it will no doubt repay 
us both and I am quite prepared to stand or fall 
by the public verdict. You might however let me 
know whether you will pay the royalty monthly, 
quarterly or otherwise. I suggest quarterly as being 
a convenient term.

Will you kindly send me a copy of the book when 
you get it complete from the printer?”

Cover of the Great War Game
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THE GREAT WAR GAME (Cont.)

Charles Hobley Letter

The letter goes on to mention Charles P. Hobley’s 
brother who had completed some “very fine 
drawings of Grenadiers of Napoleon’s Imperial 
Guard” with the suggestion that Britains may like 
to consider producing them.

The letter continues- “ Trusting you will have a 
record season next year and that you will sell a 
million copies of the War- Game Book”.

Fred Britain is credited with the photographs of 
Britains figures in the book.

The final page of the book credits Edward G. 
Hobley of Penrith (Charles’ brother?) as the cover 
designer of the Great War Game Book. A Google 
search revealed Edward to be an accomplished 
artist during the period.
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THE GREAT WAR GAME (Cont.)

WARGAMES FOR BOY SCOUTS
War Games for Boy Scouts written by A. J. Holladay 
late of the City Imperial Volunteers and published 
by Gale and Polden was included in booklet form 
in a set of small size soldiers possibly made  by 
Britains or one of their early competitors, The box 
lid mentions War Games for Boy Scouts played 
with Model Soldiers and shows a family at a table 
participating in the game.

A Harrods of Knightsbridge department store 
catalogue of 1911 shows this set but with a 
different boyscout cover to that included in the 
The Great War Game.

Mr. Holladay was a toy wholesaler and distributor 
using the trade name GIVJOY and amongst the 
items offered though his business was a boxed set 
of BMC/G.W Wood Scouts as advertised in The 
Toy and Fancy Goods Trader of June 1921.
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THE GREAT WAR GAME (Cont.)
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THE GREAT WAR GAME (Cont.)

VALENTINES & SONS of DUNDEE, SCOTLAND
This greeting cards manufacturer produced a Boy Scout Board Game in 1915. The company 
also advertised toy soldiers for sale in 1915 although no examples have been found to date.
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Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

The Old Toy Soldier Home
25 Years of Buying and Selling Toy Soldiers, 

Old and New Britains, King and Country and more! 

Shop 24-7 at oldtoysoldierhome.com • Phone: 760-758-5481
Visit by appointment only: 1178 Patricia Circle • Vista, CA 92084

Email: oldtoysoldierhome@att.net
Consignments welcome
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• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 30 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information or to sell items contact:

or write to

Henry Kurtz, 600 West 246th Street, #805, Riverdale, NY 10471

HENRY KURTZ
Appraisals of Toy and Miniature Soldiers

Tel: (718) 796-2696, or e��� mail: henrykurtz@optonline.net 

����

HENRY KURTZ at (718) 796-2696 or email: henrykurtz@optonline.net

CONSULT US WHEN CONSIDERING
DISPOSAL OF YOUR COLLECTION
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WANTED BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the 

highest prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime 
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtenay, 

Vertunni, American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber, 
French Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures. 

Photographs will be required.  
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  

E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.  Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WANTED
Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs. 

Contact:  Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED
EARLY AND PREWAR BRITAINS 

TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. 

Excellent condition or better. 
Prefer boxed. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better. 

Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at 
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED 
New to Like New, Great Book of Britains, 

by James Opie paying $200 per copy 
1-412-343-8733

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words. 

Submit ads to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also semi solid 
Spenkuch and Muncklefigures wanted. 

Please send photos to gisbert.freber@gmx.de

WANTED 
Small Dimestore collections

Norman Rodriguez
MEMPHTOYSOLDIER@bellsouth.net

901-218-7046

OLD BRITAINS TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS WANTED
Send descriptions, photos to:

Gary Miller, 114 Carlsan Spring Drive
Georgetown, KY 40324

millerfigs@speedbeam.com
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE

The best in Britains, Dimestore and 
German Lead. Call for free catalog. 

412-343-8733 FOR SALE 
WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. MIB from large collection. 

Some 1st editions. 
Discount for multiple purchases. 

Call or email for list. 
Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or 
nkrod@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE  
All sets from 

IMPERIAL Productions, 
NZ end-of-the-product line. 

Counterpane Gallery. 
703-536-3064 or 

CountRpane@aol.com

FOR SALE 
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare  
and unusual items. For free lists 
email info@normanjoplin.com 

DIMESTORES FOR SALE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+ 
Barclay, Manoil, Grey Iron, and 
others. Also buying Dimestores. 

Send name and address for 
next catalog to:

Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane

Lebanon, PA 17042-9073
Phone: (717) 228-2361

E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

BELGIAN COMPOSITION 
FIGURES FOR SALE

All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido - 
NB - GJ, etc. All Series and Military 

- 
Western, Medieval - Circus, etc. 

Inquiries welcome. Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT 06798

Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716

Email vindotti@erols.com

FOR SALE 1990s BRITAINS SETS
From large collection. Mint condition with boxes. Includes hard to find sets 
such as airplanes, tank, AA truck, Naval armored car, elephant, Lawrence of 

Arabia, etc, etc. Call or email for list.  Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE
Hundreds of Imperial (MIB), 
plus old Alymer; Blenheim; 

Britains (old and new); Ducal; 
Marlborough; Tradition; Ron Wall; 

Elastolin and more!
Send $3.00 (refundable) 

for 42-page catalog:
Jack Paquette

2355 Parliament Square
Toledo, OH 43617

419-841-8131
Email: jackpaquette6@gmail.com

BRITAINS Sales Lists. 
Large selection of pre-1966 lead 
soldiers in excellent condition, 

as well as Farm, Circus, Garden, 
and Zoo items. Quarterly lists will 

continue to be sent to those 
who buy. Contact Joe Wallis at 

P.O. Box 3407
Arlington, VA 22203-3407 

or at joewallis@comcast.net.

Autographed book 
Armies of the World, Britains Ltd. Lead Soldiers 1925-41 by Joe Wallis. 

419 pages of detailed descriptions and photos of military and civilian items 
in catalog number order and fully indexed. 2,200 copies already sold. 

See website:  
www.leadsoldierbooks.com. 

$40 for U.S. delivery, Canada $50, Overseas $60 to Joe Wallis, 
P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203. Or order from author on 

Amazon.com or Amazon.co.uk.

Toy Soldiers Old and New
Featuring seated figures for Britains 
Ltd and 1/36 Identification vehicles. 

Newly listed - sets of German 
homecasts. - Ed Poole

www.CommandantMiniatures.com

BRITAINS SALES LISTS
Large selection of pre-1966 

lead soldiers in excellent condition, 
as well as Farm, Circus, Garden, 
and Zoo items. Quarterly lists will 
continue to be sent to those who 

buy. Contact Joe Wallis at 
P.O. Box 3407, 

Arlington, VA 22203-3407 
or at joewallis@comcast.net.
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Toy Soldier SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2013-2014
2014
 
March 2 - Sunday The 18th Annual New Jersey Toy Soldier Show. New Jersey Convention and Expo center 
(The Raritan Center) 9am- 3pm.

March 9 - Sunday West Coaster Irvine Marriott, California. Contact Woody or Bubba 760-758-5481. 
www.oldtoysoldierhome.com  

March 23 - Sunday. LA Plus Grande Bourse Internationale, Paris, France Contact Tel 06 14 61 16 18 
Or www.eurofigurines.com .
 
March 28 - Friday. Vectis Auctions UK. Contact Tel 011-44-1642-769478 www.vectis.co.uk 
Email admin@vectis.co.uk .
 
April 5 and 6- Saturday and Sunday. Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA. On Line only Toy Soldier Auction. 
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com Email otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com  Tel 1-800-349-8009. Email raytoys@aol.com 
or info@normanjoplin.com .
 
April 13 - Sunday. Indianapolis (Indy) Toy Soldier Show. 10am- 3pm. Indianapolis Marriott East
7202 East 21st Street. Contact Barry Carter Tel 765 345 5665. indytoysoldiershow@hotmail.com 
www.playsetmagazine.com
 
May 9 and 10 - Friday and Saturday 73rd M.F.C.A. Show and Mart. Valley Forge Casino Resort. King of Prussia 
PA Contact www.mfcashow.com

May 24th and 25th - Saturday and Sunday. Texas 2014 Toy Soldier Show, Menger Hotel Rate $125.00 (Free 
Parking, Free Breakfast) 3rd Annual Texas Show Symposium/Dinner May 24Th 2014 Details Coming Soon!
Book Your Room Today!!! Call The Menger Hotel   At 210-223-4361 and Mention The Texas Toy Soldier Show
210-226-7000 or sales@kingsx.com for more info.
 
June 27 - Friday, June 28 Saturday. June 29 Sunday. Old Toy Soldier Auctions THE JAMES A HENDERSON 
COLLECTION.  www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com  Email otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com  Tel 1-800-349-8009. 
Email raytoys@aol.com or info@normanjoplin.com .
 
July 19 - Saturday Toy Soldier Extravaganza Auction. Holiday Inn Livonia Michigan. Contact Joe Saine 
Tel 419-662-8697. www.josephsaine.com
 
July 20 - Sunday Toy Soldier Extravaganza  TOY SOLDIER SHOW. Holiday Inn Livonia Michigan. 
Contact Joe Saine Tel 419 662 8697 www.josephsaine.com  

August 30th - Saturday Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn, Bloomsbury, London 
Contact Adrian Little mercatortradingltd@gmail.com Telephone 01635 30535.
 
September 27 - Saturday Old Toy Soldier Auctions BARGAIN ROOM. 10 am 4th Floor Hyatt Regency,
Schaumburg, IL Contact Raytoys@aol.com 1-800-349-8009 or Info@normanjoplin.com 262-692-3913
 
September 28 - Sunday OLD TOY SOLDIER SHOW CHICAGO Hyatt Regency Woodfield, 1800 East Golf Road, 
Schaumburg. OTSN’S 34th Year Contact Don Pielin  630-497-1239 or Steve Sommers 708-383-6525
Email dimestores@aol.com or www.toysoldiershow.com
 
October 12 - Sunday  LA Plus Grande Bourse Internationale  Paris, France Contact Tel 06 14 61 16 18 
Or www.eurofigurines.com

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling, 
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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auction house 
   

toy soldiers

The World’s only 

 dedicated exclusively to 

We produce the finest quality catalogs, 
available online or in print. 

The most competive seller’s commissions in the industry. 
We consistently produce the best result for our consignors. 

Collectors - make sure you are on our mailing list.
Sellers - make sure you contact us when it is time to sell.

Two Multi-Day sales a year.  Bid Absentee, Live Online or phone. 
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 

Chicago . Illinois 60638 
Phone (773) 229-0015 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
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Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

The Royal Marines Band Service is the musical wing of the Royal Navy. 
It currently consists of six Bands and its headquarters is the 

Royal Marines School of Music at HMS Nelson in Portsmouth dockyard.

It is the only branch of the Royal Marines which is open to women.

Size 54mm, all our Toy Soldier is hand painted with gloss enamels, packed in Red Boxes. 
Cast in quality white metal, all available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.

Soon to be released: Artillery, Gun and Crew in the Marlborough era

RMB Toy Soldiers Set 
Her Majesty’s Royal Marines Band 21 Figures

Britains First Catalogue


