
757 Toy Soldiers Set French Hussars
Troopers, 7th Regiment

54mm French troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N

760 Toy Soldiers Set 7th Queen’s Own Hussars
An Officer, Trumpeter and Sergeant

54mm British troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62 ROSE MINIATURES

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

780 Toy Soldier Set Landwehr Prussian Dragoons Napoleonic War Painted
An Officer, Sergeant and Trumpeter, 54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars

Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - Price code N

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.
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412-343-8733 • 1-800-349-8009 • Fax 412-344-5273

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com • www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

View next auction, purchase catalogs or research our extensive online archive
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

	 RAY	HARADIN	 NORMAN	JOPLIN	 JOSEPH	SAINE
 412-343-8733 • 1-800-349-8009 262-692-3857 419-662-8697
 Fax 412-344-5273 • raytoys@aol.com otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com jos@josephsaine.com
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The World’s only 

 dedicated exclusively to 

We produce the finest quality catalogs, 
available online or in print. 

The most competitive seller’s commissions in the industry. 
We consistently produce the best result for our consignors. 

Collectors - make sure you are on our mailing list.
Sellers - make sure you contact us when it is time to sell.

TWO MULTI-DAY SALES A YEAR.  BID ABSENTEE, LIVE ONLINE OR PHONE. 



2

Display
All display advertisements should be submitted on disc
in MAC or PC format or as camera ready artwork. If
submitted on disc, please include fonts and images
used in layout. PDF files are acceptable with fonts
embedded and images included. Photos should be
CMYK with resolution of 350 ppi or grayscale with res-
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at additional charge.
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phone number and e-mail address before advertise-
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Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
In our 54mm series painted in Matt, later available in our 54mm series painted in Gloss 

Tradition of London Ltd

Joan of Arc, French, Jeanne d’Arc, Born ca 1412 - 30 May 1431, nicknamed � e Maid of Orléans, is a folk heroine 
of France and a Roman Catholic saint. She was born a peasant girl in what is now eastern France. Claiming divine 
guidance, she led the French army to several important victories during the Hundred Years’ War, which paved the 

way for the coronation of Charles VII of France. She was captured by the Burgundians, transferred to the English in 
exchange for money, put on trial by the pro-English Bishop of Beauvais Pierre Cauchon for charges of “insubordination 

and heterodoxy”, and was burned at the stake for heresy when she was 19 years old.

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm offi ce.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionofl ondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionofl ondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

GREENWOOD AND BALL
KING JOHN

M54 63 Joan of Arc
Joan of Arc, with banner high and 
sword drawn. Leading the charge 

against the English on her magestic 
steed for the glory of France.
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

The conversions of neal crowley

Napoleonic British
Painted in Matt or as Kit/ castings

To be released end of August, this years Christmas set 2013 and A Royal Marine Band

TG54 05 Sergeant Ewart 
with the French Eagle

TG54 06 Royal Scots Greys 
Officer and 92nd Highlander

M54 47
The Captive eagle 

Waterloo 1815
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Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462

MADE IN ARGENTINA

This special limited edition “Christmas 2013 Set” is only available during the year of issue.
The fi gures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously 

hand-painted in gloss enamel, packed in our Red Boxes with foam. 

Zulu War 1879
It was during the Zulu War of 1879 that the 24th Foot gained the most Victoria Crosses ever 

awarded to any one unit at one time. Following the massacre of the regiment at Isandhlwana, a 
Zulu impi descended on the mission station at Rorke’s DSrift held by some wounded and sick men 
of the 2nd battalion. Despite the overwhelming force of Zulus they held the mission and at the end 

of the day the Zulus withdrew having suffred crippling casualties.   

2013 Christmas set Zulu War 1879 - 
Th e British Army 24th Regiment of Foot

Offi cer, Sergeant, Two Privates, Offi cer Army Commissariat and Surgeon Army Medical Department

Volume 35 n #1 n #2 n #3 n #4
Volume 36 n #1 n #2  n #4
Volume 37 n #4
Volume 38 n #1 n #2 n #3 n #4
Volume 39 n #1 n #2 n #3 

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK tel: 01159427462 BRITAINS TERRAIN TERRIER

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

World War I British Army, 
from the 80mm Series Squadron Range

Painted in Matt, also available in Kit/ castings
Visit our web page to see more figures in this series

This figure being: Sqn80 125 “Armistice 1918” 
British Private

 Rereleased: 026 Toy Soldiers Set Colours and Escort, 
The Buffs East Kent Regiment 1890 Painted

The Three Musketeers, is a novel by Alexandre 
Dumas Set in the 17th century, it recounts the 
adventures of a young man named d’Artagnan 

after he leaves home to travel to Paris, 
to join the Musketeers of the Guard.

Painted in Matt £39.35 each, also available 
as Kit/ Casting £10.85 each.

All our figures are hand made in Nottingham, 
England, available painted or as Kit/ Casting 

as our entire range.

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62 COMMEMORATING WORLD WAR I

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

The Christmas 2014 Set World War One - The British Army
Field Marshal Lord Kitchener, Officer, Private Infantry Summer/ Winter and Private Scottish Regiment

This special limited edition “Christmas 2014 Set” is only available during the year of issue
The figures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously hand-painted in 

gloss enamel to the highest standards
Priced at £82.75

Grenadiers of the Guard Napoleonic Wars – 
Kneeling and Standing Firing 6 Figure set, 
painted in Gloss Priced at £82.75 per Set, 

and £8.45 as Kit/ castings each.

Rereleased; 067 Toy Soldier Set The English Civil War 
Painted A General, a Cavalry Officer and two Troopers, 

an Infantry Sergeant and three Musketeers 54mm English 
Civil War 1642-1651. Available painted and as kit castings. 

Priced at £104.75 Painted and £8.45 as Kit/ castings

 Winter The Journal for Collectors Volume 38 Number 4
 2015  $10.00
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62 BRITAINS LARGEST GUARDSMAN

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

The Indian Mutiny of 1857 Toy Set Painted 54mm 

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

Web http://www.gijoecanada.com/ 

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondon.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

PARADE OF SOVEREIGNS

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

Web http://www.gijoecanada.com/ 

MS2 Toy Soldiers Set English Archers 
The Battle of Agincourt Painted

776 Toy Soldier Set 
Gebhard Leberecht 

von Blücher
Mounted Painted

775 Toy Soldier Set 
Gebhard Leberecht 

von Blücher 
on Foot Painted

The Battle of Agincourt was a major English victory in the Hundred Years’ War. The battle occurred on Friday, 25 October 1415 
Saint Crispin’s Day, near modern-day Azincourt, in northern France. Henry V’s victory at Agincourt, against a numerically 
superior French army, crippled France and started a new period in the war during which Henry married the French king’s 
daughter and then Henry’s son, Henry VI, was made heir to the throne of France.

Henry V led his troops into battle and participated in hand-to-hand fighting. The French king of the time, Charles VI, did not 
command the French army himself as he suffered from severe, repeating illnesses and moderate mental incapacitation. Instead, 
the French were commanded by Constable Charles d’Albret and various prominent French noblemen of the Armagnac party.

The battle is notable for the use of the English longbow, which Henry used in very large numbers, with English and Welsh 
archers forming most of his army.
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition have now closed our Mayfair London shop and all future orders can be 
obtained direct via our mail order service or via one of our agents. 

Production will still be in England, mail order will be from the Stockholm office.

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

BRITAINS CLYDE MODEL DOCKYARD

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

The Toy Soldier Company
926 Newark Avenue

5th Floor rear
Jersey City, New Jersey 07306

USA
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Napoleonic War 
The Prussian Army

Prussian Landwehr Infantry, Toy Soldier Set 777, 
Painted or Unpainted Kit/Casting

Price Painted £79.75 Price Unpainted each £8.45

775/776 Toy Soldier Set Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher 
on Foot and Mounted Painted or Unpainted Kit/Casting

Price painted Foot £19.75 Mounted £37.75 
Price unpainted Foot £8.45 and Mounted £16.45

The Battle of Waterloo - The Napoleonic war 1803-1815 - Christmas set 2015,
The Duke of Wellington, Officer 2nd Dragoons, King’s German Legion, Napoleon Bonaparte, 

Marshal Berthier, Gebhard Leberecht von Blücher and General Officer

This special limited edition “Christmas 2015 Set” is only available during the year of issue. 
The figures are made in England of quality white metal and meticulously 

hand-painted in gloss enamel to the highest standards.

Price painted £82.75

778 Toy Soldier Set 
Landwehr Cavalry Prussian Napoleonic War Painted

Three Troopers
54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars

Price Painted £99.75 – Price Unpainted Kit/Casing each £16.45

778 Toy Soldier Set Landwehr Cavalry 
Prussian Napoleonic War Painted
An Officer, Sergeant and Trumpeter,

54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75 – Price Unpainted Kit/Casing each £16.45
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62

DON PIELIN
CONGRATULATIONS ON 35 YEARS OF OTS

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

PG3 Toy Soldiers Set The Fifes and Drums 
Potsdam Giant Grenadiers Painted

Four Fifers and four Drummers
The Potsdam Giants was the Prussian infantry regiment 

No 6, composed of taller-tha-average soldiers.
The regiment was founded in 1675 and dissolved 

in 1806 after the Prussian defeat against Napoleon.
Throughout the reign of the Prussian king Friedrich 

Wilhelm I of Prussia 1688–1740 the unit was known as the 
Potsdamer Riesengarde giant guard of Potsdam in German, 

but the Prussian population quickly nicknamed them the 
Lange Kerls - Tall Lads.
54mm Historical Figures
Price Painted £104.75 – 

Price Unpainted Kit/Casing each £8.45

757 Toy Soldiers Set French Hussars
Troopers, 7th Regiment

54mm French troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N

760 Toy Soldiers Set 7th Queen’s Own Hussars
An Officer, Trumpeter and Sergeant

54mm British troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62 ROSE MINIATURES

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

780 Toy Soldier Set Landwehr Prussian Dragoons Napoleonic War Painted
An Officer, Sergeant and Trumpeter, 54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars

Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - Price code N

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.
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HOBBY NEWS

With great appreciation, Old Toy Soldier Magazine editor Norman Joplin would like to acknowledge 
the photography of Philip Dean in the previous 2015 fall issue. Philip’s photos appeared in the OTSN’s 
CHICAGO TOY SOLDIER SHOW Report on pages 18-21. Thanks again Philip, we are always grateful for 
your contribution and toy soldier support!

Longtime Vancouver, WA resident 
Robert Denny died Nov. 21st, 
2015 at home with his wife Nancy 
by his side. Born on March 21st, 
1931 to Edna Alberta Denny (nee 
Ricketts) and Melvin Albert Denny, 
Bob was the second of three sons. 
The family lived in Syracuse, then 
moved to the Village of Manlius, 
where he graduated from Manlius 
High in 1949. Bob was active 
in Boy Scouts; he particularly 
enjoyed climbing and hiking in the 
Adirondacks.

After high school, Bob entered 
New York State College of Forestry 
at Syracuse University. Following 
two years at the university, due to 
dwindling finances and the onset 
of the Korean War, Bob decided to 
enlist with the U.S. Marine Corps, 
where he served with the First 
Marine Air Wing as a navigator 
from 1951 to 1954.

He returned to college after the 
war and graduated in 1957 with 
dual degrees in Forestry and 
Engineering. The commencement 
speaker was the junior senator 
from Massachusetts, John F. 
Kennedy.

Bob’s careers were varied and 
many. After graduating from 
college, he worked briefly in 
engineering. Finding it boring, 
and missing his flying days in the 
Marine Corps, he accepted a job 
navigating for TWA. He went on to 
work for Fairchild Air and Space 
(Long Island, NY), which included 
R&D work developing the camera 
systems for the SR-71 Blackbird 
spy plane, then worked for CBS 
Labs R&D. Bob also worked for 
the Forest Service in between 
engineering positions. Following 
his move to the Pacific Northwest, 
he finished up his career working 
for 20 years as a hydraulic 
engineer for the Bonneville Power 
Administration.

Once Bob retired, he applied his 
considerable energy to expanding 
his hobby of buying and selling 
antiques and collectibles, including 
model trains, toy soldiers, and 
duck decoys. He and Nancy made 
many road trips to collectibles 
shows up and down the West 
coast. Bob was also a well-known 
expert in restoration of large 
model ships and was sought after 
by collectors all over the United 
States.

Bob enjoyed watching the kids 
marry and the grandkids arrive. He 
also loved to tell and share stories 
from his life. One favorite story 
was his boyhood disappointment 
when, at about age 10, he sold 
vegetable and flower seeds 
door to door, working diligently 
for the prize of a Red Ryder BB 
Gun. When he finally sold all the 
seeds, he sent payment to the 
seed company and awaited his 
wonderful prize. The letter from 
American Seed Company arrived. 
Excited, he opened it, only to find 
that because of the war effort no 
BB guns were being manufactured, 
so his substitute prize was a war 
bond. He was devastated and 
cried over it. Years later, his wife 
Nancy gave him a Red Ryder BB 
gun for Christmas.

Bob is survived by his loving wife 
of 33 years, Nancy Charlesworth 
Denny; brother, Melvin (Pat); 
children, David Denny, Rob 
Denny, Jason Surface (Amy), 
Shane Denny (Mary), Lisa Surface 
Wilcox (Jack); grandchildren, 
Ashley Fox, Jagger Denny, 
Madeleine Surface, James Robert 
Surface, Jade Denny, Carson 
Robert Denny, Caleb Wilcox, 
Seth Wilcox, Luke Wilcox; nieces, 
Colleen Berry and Sandy Williams; 
and nephews, Mike Denny, Kim 
Denny, Ed Charlesworth, and Al 
Charlesworth.

He was preceded in death by 
his brother, Richard Denny; and 
niece, Kelly Denny Schwab.

OBITUARY ~ ROBERT FREDERICK DENNY
March 21, 1931 ~ November 21, 2015
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Barry L. Carter, 72, of Knightstown, 
passed away Friday, December 
11, 2015 at St. Vincent Hospital 
in Indianapolis. Barry and his 
wife, owned and operated the 
Knightstown Antique Mall for 23 
years, retiring in 2010.

He was born October 21, 1943, in 
Indianapolis, the son or Earl Carter 
and Josephine (Dennis) Carter-
Spitler. He married Barbara J. 
Davis on February 10, 1968, and 
she survives.

Barry is also survived by his 
daughter, Leslie Higer and 
husband, Matthew, of Eglin 
Air Force Base, Florida; son, 
Bradley Carter and wife, Jennifer, 
of Knightstown; sister, Susan 
Thompson and husband, Tom, 
of Carmel; brother, Dennis Carter 
and wife, Barbara, of Cicero; and 
two grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his 
parents. 

Barry graduated from Knightstown 
High School in 1961, he 
received his bachelor’s degree 
in management and finance from 
Indiana University-Richmond.

He was a U.S. Navy veteran, 
serving during Vietnam.

He was a member and past 
commander of American Legion 
Post No. 152, where he also 
served on the Honor Guard. They 
will be performing military honors.
Barry loved MG’s and he 
was a member of several MG 

organizations. He was the 
promoter for Indy Toy Soldier 
show for 27 years.

He was very civic minded and 
served on many community and 
municipal boards.

Barry was a world traveler as well 
as an avid historian.

Private family services will be 
observed. 

Services entrusted to Freeman 
Family Funeral Homes and 
Crematory, 819 S. Harrison St. in 
Shelbyville.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Henry County Community 
Foundation, 700 S. Memorial 
Drive, New Castle, IN 47362.

Online condolences may be 
shared with the family at www.
freemanfamilyfuneralhomes.com

HOBBY NEWS
OBITUARY ~ BARRY CARTER

October 21, 1943 ~ December 11, 2015
Barry Carter, longtime owner of antique mall, dies

Dear Friends and Family,

After Thanksgiving Barry 
showed signs of vertigo, 
unsteady on his feet and 
nausea. In three days 
symptoms intensified. A 
tumor was found deep in the 
Cerebellum, growing rapidly, 
putting pressure on the spinal 
fluid canal. Surgery was 
successful and responses 
were strong. But the following 
day he had a stroke at the 
base of the brain stem that 
progressed quickly down into 
the spinal cord. Responses 
regressed and he fell into a 
coma. Barry passed away 
Friday, December 11,at 10:25 
p.m. His family was with him 
to say goodbye. There will be 
a memorial after Christmas 
season . He wished to be 
cremated, only have immediate 
family present and his Legion 
Honor guard.

I am so blessed to have such 
supportive family and friends 
and two devoted children who 
are having their own struggles 
at this time. Barry and I were 
at peace with all the decisions 
we made at life’s end. Not sure 
that makes it easier when the 
final moment comes. In our 47 
years of sharing life together 
I can surely say we had no 
regrets and he will be continue 
to be with me everyday.

Love to you all and remember 
the true meaning of Christmas,
Barbara
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HOBBY NEWS

Donald attended many of the 
Old Toy Soldier Newsletter 
shows in the early 1980’s along 
with several other prominent 
British collectors.

Together with his old pal 
Arnold Rolak they formed the 
Texas /Bermuda Toy Soldier 
Society (They were the only two 
members and in order to join 
you had to have 3 nominations 
from current members).

Donald will be well remembered 
for the mixture of alcohol that 
he and Arnold concocted and 
served at the shows hospitality 
event- Dark and Stormy 
(illustration below) Donald 
was also, together with Arnold 
the instigator of the Tommy 
Award, presented each year 
to a collector, dealer or author 
for their contributions to the toy 
soldier hobby.

OBITUARY ~ COLONEL RALPH PUDNEY
MAY 13, 1927 ~ JANUARY 5, 2016
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Collectors of commercially painted 
military miniatures are familiar with 
such makers as Stadden, Lasset, 
Greenwood & Ball and Ping, 
among others.  One manufacturer 
who has been largely unnoticed 
and undiscovered is Russell 
Gammage of Rose Miniatures.  

Gammage got his start in the 
miniature field with his work on the 
Graham Farish figures issued for 
the coronation of Queen Elizabeth 
II in 1953.  After his success with 
those figures, he decided to bring 
out his own line of figures just after 
this and Rose Miniatures came 
into being.

Rose Miniatures, under Gammage, 
had a wonderful run of over 30 
years, 1953 to 1983. His range of 
figures covered almost every era 
of history from cavemen to British 
Commandos in the Falklands.  No 
other figure maker had such a wide 
range of subjects and periods.  His 
series of ancients was second to 
none; the middle ages were well 
represented along with many 

periods of British history, including 
extensive listings of Indian Army 
figures.   All told, Rose Miniatures 
produced over 750 different 
poses.  

Like many of the manufacturers 
of the period, Gammage offered 
Rose Miniatures as unpainted, 
unassembled castings; to be 
put together and painted by the 
collector.  However, like some of 
the other makers [Stadden and 
Lasset come to mind]; he also 
offered his figures studio-painted.  
These are the “Undiscovered 
Gems” mentioned in the title.   
Studio-painted Rose Miniatures 
had very limited production and 
limited distribution so that they 
are rarely seen in any quantity in 
shops or at auctions.  The quality 
of the painting stands up to and, 
at times, exceeds anything else 
offered during the same period.  

Photo A shows some of the 
earliest painted figures, circa 
1954-59.  The oval base figures 
were the first; British and Scottish 

Napoleonic figures, along with a 
pointing Napoleon and a 1650s 
Musketeer, all one piece castings. 
The beautiful Pakistani Drummer 
had separate arms & drum. He 
adopted a small rectangular base 
shortly thereafter and production 
began in earnest.  He tried his 
hand with moveable arms, like the 
Britains, but with little success.  The 
French Zouaves showed some fine 
painting but were too toy-like and 
were dropped after a short period 
in production.  His production of 
British County Regiments and 
Imperial Germans from the 1880-
1914 period showed the quality 
of his painting; excellent tartans, 
uniform colors and consistent 
size.  The English Civil War was 
represented with a pikeman, 
musketeer and officer.  During 
this early period he also produced 
a Roman, a Greek Hoplite and a 
good line of French Napoleonic 
figures, including musicians. He 
continued to refine his craft and 
upgraded and re-designed any 
number of figures that he felt were 
not accurate or of a lesser quality.  

UNDISCOVERED GEMS
ROSE MINIATURES BY RUSSELL GAMMAGE

By Dick Pielin

 PHOTO A – Early years [1953-1959] 
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Several figures went through three 
generations until he was satisfied 
that they were perfect.

Some of Gammage’s finest pieces 
were from the ancient world, as 
shown in Photo B. Beginning with 
the dawn of time; a small grouping of 
cavemen was produced, including 
a unique trio of females converted 

from his basic female body.  These 
three were used to illustrate a page 
in his 1965 catalog and are one 
of a kind.   He also sculpted and 
painted a large variety of Egyptians, 
Assyrians, Romans & Greeks, each 
painted to a high degree of detail.  
Included in this period were the 
Cretan Bull Dancers, an Egyptian 
Chariot along with two chariots 

for Boudicca and her Iceni allies.  
Rome’s enemies were represented 
by Frankish, Germanic, Celtic and 
Caledonian tribesmen, each with its 
own tribal costume.  The Egyptians 
& Minoans came right out of a 
National Geographic magazine 
special on the Ancient World.  
The designs on the Greek shields 
were beautifully painted in great 

UNDISCOVERED GEMS
ROSE MINIATURES BY RUSSELL GAMMAGE (Cont.)

PHOTO B – Ancient World

PHOTO C – Medieval Times
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detail and the leopard skins on the 
Roman standard bearers looked 
almost real.  Gammage didn’t 
ignore the Assyrians, Babylonians 
or Persians either, producing a 
number of figures from each era.  

He even added several Amazons 
to the mix.

Rose Miniatures covered the Middle 
Ages in Photo C with a good variety 
of Norman & Saxon knights, English 
and French Bowmen, and men-at-
arms, and some Vikings. Some of the 
poses were quite unique; stringing a 
long bow, arming a crossbow and 
walking with a portable cannon 
on your shoulder.  Japanese 
Samurai in several poses, Aztecs 
and Conquistadors, and a variety 
of nicely painted Landsknechts 
rounded out the era.

Shown in Photo D are the armies 
of the Duke of Marlborough 
[1701-1712] and George II, [1751-

1760] created in both dress and 
undress uniforms, in tricorne 
and mitre caps, Guardsmen and 
Line Companies.  The intricate 
painting on the mitre caps is 
especially well done. George’s 
Scottish troops in Black Watch 
tartans and nicely diced stockings 
were also represented.  The Duke 
himself was mounted as was a 
2nd Royal North British Dragoon 
trooper from the 1751-58 period.  
The era of Frederick the Great 
[1740-1786] included a Garde du 
Corps Fusilier, Standard Bearer, 
a Musketeer and several Hussars, 
both Prussian and Bavarian.  

The largest area of concentration 
for Rose Miniatures was the 
Napoleonic Wars.  The French had 
probably the most types and poses.  
Their line of hussars was extensive 
and included over 30 different 
uniforms and poses.  Almost all 
types of arms were represented; 
dragons, lancers, cuirassiers, 

gendarmerie, artillery, chasseurs 
and grenadiers to name a few. The 
British Napoleonic section was 
also well represented; dragoons, 
life guards, horse guards, hussars, 
artillery, and a large section of 
regular infantrymen in a variety 
of poses, including standards. In 
addition to the French and British, 
Gammage also produced some of 
their allies – Russians, Bavarians 
and Prussians.  Photo E gives 
some idea of the range of uniforms 
and subjects in the painted Rose 
Studio figures.  

The British Empire was well 
represented in Photo F, covering 
the Zulu War, Afghan Wars, 
Colonial Troops from around the 
world and, perhaps, the largest 
group, the Indian Army.  The Zulu 
War figures seem to be taken 
directly from the movie “Zulu” with 
all the major characters of the 24th 
Foot identified.  The Zulu warriors 
are beautifully painted with 

UNDISCOVERED GEMS
ROSE MINIATURES BY RUSSELL GAMMAGE (Cont.)

PHOTO D – 17th Century
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UNDISCOVERED GEMS
ROSE MINIATURES BY RUSSELL GAMMAGE (Cont.)

PHOTO E – Napoleonic Era

PHOTO F – British Empire

PHOTO G – The World Wars
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PHOTO H – Personalities & The Ladies

authentic shields and nice action 
poses.  The Afghan War segment 
features a six man heliograph 
platoon, including heliograph and 
operator.  The uniforms of the 
Indian Army added much color 
and variety.  This seemed to be 
a favorite subject for Russell 
Gammage as he sculpted over 
60 different uniforms and poses.  
Most were from the 1870-1890 
period, showing the rich color 
and variety of turbans, uniforms 
and ranks.  He featured the pipes 
and drums of the Gurkha and the 
Pakistanis with several different 
issues.  A very interesting set was 
an Indian Mountain Artillery squad 
with a Rose-made screw gun.  
A set of Skinner’s Horse 1830, 
dismounted, was quite unusual 
as early Indian Army units are 
rarely seen.  There was enough 
variety in the Indian Army section 
to comprise a whole collection in 
itself.

The World Wars and the modern 
era, up through early 1980s, are 
displayed in Photo G.  His World 
War I was heavy into the British 
side which was to be expected; 
officers, privates in full gear, 
highlanders in their kilts and 
a very unique artillery team in 

action.  French military was heavy 
on officers with two marching 
infantrymen with a variety of arms, 
heads and packs.  The Germans of 
World War I were short-changed 
with only two poses; officer and 
private, standing or marching.  
Enter World War II and the German 
Army exploded into 15 different 
poses.  Finally the Americans 
arrived with seven poses, including 
a very nice Bazooka Team and 
an air-borne paratrooper.  The 
Japanese had only three poses 
which were released much earlier 
and disappeared from the catalog 
in short order.  He covered the 
Royal Navy with a series spanning 
the period 1767 to 1902. Modern 
era Rose figures included the 
Coldstream Guards, circa 1975 
and a nice sampling of the British 
Troops in the Falklands, ca 1982.

Russell Gammage was one of 
the first manufacturers to offer 
individual historical personalities 
and female figures.  From 
Napoleon & Josephine to Generals 
Rommel & Montgomery and all 
the famous ones in between; 
King George III and his queen, 
Duke and Lady Wellington, Lord 
Nelson and others.  The Ladies 
were offered in period costume 

beginning with a Stuart Lady of 
1710 and ending with a Victorian 
Lady ca 1885.  All were beautifully 
detailed in brilliant color as seen in 
Photo H.  In the spring of 1983, 
Gammage embarked on a new 
series illustrating a whole new line 
of folk costumes with the issue of 
four figures representing workers 
from Belgium; an everyday 
wheelwright, cooper, carpenter 
and a Botteresse from the 
Waterloo era.  Unfortunately, he 
never finished this series, stopping 
production shortly thereafter. 

There were some periods that 
stood alone; American Civil War, 
American Revolutionary War 
and an odd period here or there 
that were also covered by Rose 
Miniatures.  Billy Yank and Johnnie 
Reb were represented with 
Zouaves, horse artillery officers 
and infantry in a small edition 
on the subject.  The American 
Revolution was covered more 
extensively.  Many poses were the 
same but painted as Americans or 
British.  American Militia, including 
two females, was represented, 
along with two British sergeants 
with halberds.  An ensign with a 
beautiful Regiments color was 
added also.  The odd periods 

UNDISCOVERED GEMS
ROSE MINIATURES BY RUSSELL GAMMAGE (Cont.)
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covered some of the most colorful 
uniforms Rose ever painted.  The 
Scots Guards Drummer 1792 is a 
prime example, simply beautiful.  
These are shown in Photo I.

Not to be forgotten, the Rose 
Miniature mounted figures [Photo 
J] were some of the most beautiful 

ever made.  Gammage horses 
were second to none when it came 
to anatomy and realism.  The 
painting was superb with all the 
saddles, bridles, etc added and as 
authentic as possible.  Napoleon & 
Murat, Polish Lancer & Trumpeter, 
Imperial German Standard 
Bearer and a French Cuirassier 

mounting his horse are just some 
of mounted figures available from 
Rose Miniatures.  

Gammage and his wife, Mary, 
probably did the painting 
themselves at the start but soon 
added local painters to their 
staff.  As the business grew, 

PHOTO J – Mounted Models

UNDISCOVERED GEMS
ROSE MINIATURES BY RUSSELL GAMMAGE (Cont.)

PHOTO I – American Revolutionary & Civil Wars
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they added more painters as 
well as casters and production 
people.  Evidently Mary handled 
the business end and Russell the 
figure sculpting and production 
end.  In the beginning just listings 
of figures were printed and 
distributed to his customers, then 
line drawings of the figures in 
catalog form and, finally, in 1965, 
Gammage issued a multi-page, 
loose-leaf catalog with black & 
white photos of almost all of his 
production up to that time, then 
added twice-yearly supplemental 
pages for new products. In 1971, 
he issued a catalog with several 
full color pages and top quality 
black and white photos, adding 
supplements to this catalog also. 

Russell Gammage’s Rose 
Miniatures stopped manufacture 
sometime in the early 1980s when 
he retired, supposedly due to poor 
health.  He was unable to sell the 
business until James Robinson of 
Fusilier Miniatures bought most 
of the molds in the late 1980s 
and began to re-issue selected 
castings as glossy toy soldiers 
under his own brand name, 
Fusilier.  Later he also produced 
the castings to be assembled 

and painted by the collector.  
According to information 
available, John Eden bought the 
molds in about 2001 and is still 
producing castings for sale under 
the name of “John Eden Studios” 
and “Rose Miniatures”.

Russell Gammage pioneered 
many innovations in the hobby of 
military miniatures and toy soldier 
collecting.  He was the first to 
provide basic nude male and 
female bodies with separate heads 
and arms.  He had an extensive 
parts list which could be bought 
separately for conversions; heads, 
arms, headgear, weapons, etc.  
Gammage also put out his own 
paint, a perfectly flat finish used by 
many on their military miniatures. 
His catalog supplements, issued 
twice a year, kept his many 
customers aware of what was new 
on the market.  He really cared 
about his customers and handled 
any problems personally.  Russell 
Gammage was a genuine force in 
the world of military miniatures for 
30 years.   

Mary Gammage passed away in 
1990 and Russell Gammage in 
2001.

UNDISCOVERED GEMS
ROSE MINIATURES BY RUSSELL GAMMAGE (Cont.)

________________________________

Author’s Note:
1. Studio-painted Rose Miniatures have 
three distinctive features; all bases are 
landscaped, the border of the base is 
painted gloss black and the figure is 
soldered to the base.  At least two of the 
three features are present on all studio-
painted figures.

2. All of the figures shown in this article 
are from the personal collection of Russell 
Gammage, now in the possession of the 
author.  Any comments or corrections 
will be welcome; rpielin@sbcglobal.net
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2016 27th Annual

1989 - 2016

27
Years

Sunday, March 6th
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
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Mercator Trading
Buy online... www.mercatortrading.com

Probably the best vintage figure website in the World.
n The uncommon figures   n The widest range of makers
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CTSS’ 36th Chicago
TOY SOLDIER SHOW

Sunday, September 25, 2016
10 am to 3:30 pm                        $8 Admission

AHOY, MATE! ALL HANDS ON DECK!
Soldiers, Farm, Circus and Zoo, Old and New Figures

Hyatt Regency Woodfield
1800 East Golf Road, Schaumburg, Illinois

Show Information: Roger Garfield
1716 Rivermont Ave., Lynchburg, VA 24503

847-567-5355   email:roger@chicagotoysoldiershow.com
Dealer Information and more: www.chicagotoysoldiershow.com (after Jan. 1, 2016)

On Facebook visit: Chicago Toy Soldier Show

The Chicago show is like a museum, 
but even better, because you can  
buy items you have heard of  
but never seen before.

Joe Wallis, Britains Ltd. book author 

(formerly OTSN)

The Chicago show is unique because 
it attracts a spectrum of international 
collectors, vendors bring out their rarest 
items for sale, and collectors from all  
over the world renew friendships.

Scott Morlan, collector and dealer
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Most serious Dimestore collectors are aware of the 
super rare Barclay naval officers in blue; B55 short 
stride, B55a short stride,tin top to cap and B56a long 
stride (not listed in O’Brien), and the B83a nurse in 
blue, all of which are pictured below. 

No one, not even the late 
Richard O’Brien, ever 
suggested a plausible 
explanation as to why 
so few of these figures 
were painted blue. 
Well folks, a longtime 
friend and Dimestore 
collector, Rod Chapman 
of Alexandria, Ohio, 
sent me a B53 sailor 
flag bearer in blue and 
asked me to determine 
whether or not the paint 
was original. 

Some of you may recall 
an OTS article that I 
wrote several years 
ago entitled “HOW 
TO (almost always) 
DETECT A REPAIRED 
DIMESTORE”. While 
the analysis techniques I 
suggested are still valid, 
I have since found that in 
most cases, the most telling evidence as to whether a 
figure was repainted or not is the paint on the bottom 
of the base. All Dimestores were first completely 
painted with the paint color of the uniform. They had 
to dry before the flesh, weapons, base, mouth, eyes, 
etc. could be painted in subsequent steps. Figures 
were placed on drying shelves and these shelves 
contained a mixture of paint colors, some of them still 
wet, from previously painted figures, which resulted 
in the multi-colored paint found on the bottom of the 
base of many Dimestores. Figures with a green base 
will have the uniform color and green paint. Those 
with the base not painted green will likely only have 
the uniform color paint on the base.  Check some of 
your figures to verify this. Even if the base only has the 
uniform color paint, the hue must match the uniform 
color of the figure. It may be glossier than the figure’s 
uniform paint if the figure had been exposed to the 
sunlight but the color should match if it is original 
paint.  Most re-painters, even the “artists”, cannot 
perfectly match the original Dimestore makers paint 
colors. 

A NEW DIMESTORE VARIANT TO START THE NEW YEAR
By Stan Alekna

B55 B55a

B56a B83a

B53a
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A NEW DIMESTORE VARIANT TO START THE NEW YEAR (Cont.)

While Rod’s figure is missing a fair amount of paint, 
the style in which the stripes on the flag were painted, 
the eyes, the blue color of the uniform and the green 
color of the base all appear to be original Barclay 
to me. The blue paint on the bottom of the base, 
matches the uniform color and the base also contains 
some white paint that was used for the flag, hat, and 
yoke of the uniform.

Under high magnification, it is apparent that the white 
paint overlaid the blue paint which is the correct 
sequence. It is also evident that someone touched–
up some paint chips on the back of the head and legs 
of the figure but the grayish color of the paint was not 

even close to the original blue. This was done more 
than fifteen years ago because that’s how long Rod 
has owned this figure.  

In my opinion, Rod’s figure is an original, B53 sailor 
flag bearer in blue (new number B53a) and it is the 
only one I have ever seen or heard of. If anyone out 
there has another one, please let me hear from you. 
_______________________________________________

Stan Alekna; 732 aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042. 
(717) 228-2361.
Email: salekna1936@yahoo.com

B53a eyes

B53a base

B53a



A small group of exceptionally skilled sculptors 
and painters dedicated their efforts to produce and 
provide collectors with figures that exceeded the 
quality of massed produced figures.  This group of 
talented artisans comprised a “Who’s Who” of toy 
soldier makers including but not limited to; Frederick 
Ping, Charles C. Stadden, Madame Metayer, Richard 
Courtenay, and Russell Gammage.  Italian born 
Gustave Vertunni must certainly be included in this 
exclusive group.  Vertunni is best known for his 
“Historical Representative of Uniforms and Costumes” 
line of figures.
 
Vertunni was an exceptional sculptor and was 
employed in 1912 by the Parisian toy firm of Francois 
Bertrand.  Monsieur Bertrand had passed away in 
1910 and the company was run by Bertrand’s widow 
Zoe.  After Bertrand’s death, Vertunni would continue 
to produce the existing models of Bertrand in addition 
to creating his own solid-cast molds.  In 1920 the firm 
relocated to Brussels and rebranded itself as “La 
Metallique”, producing solid and hollow-cast pieces.   
Vertunni created the brand of “Bertrand-Vertunni”, 

all original pieces both in marching and action poses  
The trademark was a “B/V” emblazoned in a  heraldic 
style upon a shield.  The majority of the range  focused 
on the combatants of World War One.  Both foot and 
cavalry figures were produced in solid-cast form and 
accurately painted. They were very “Mignot-like”  
both in pose and painting style.  By the mid-1920’s 
sales began to decline and by 1928 the molds were 
sold and “La Metallique” was out of business.  1928 
was not all disappointing for Gustave Vertunni, for on 
June 23, 1928 he married Zoe. 
 
In 1935 we find Vertunni  working in Paris where he 
would remain until his death in 1953.  This was truly 
the high-water mark of Vertunni’s career as he created 
550 molds and 1600 different figures.  It was at this 
point where he created his “Historical Representative 
of Uniforms and Costume” range of figures.  Initially 
the focus was on figures representing the royalty of 
the 13th to 15th centuries, expanding to the reign of 
Louis XIV, Louis XV and Louis XVI.  Corresponding 
dignitaries and other related courtesans were also 
included.  Female pieces were expertly done; their 
voluminous dress required that the pieces be hollow-
cast and supplemented with plaster during the 
casting process to insure a minimum of damage. 
The combination of the high standard of painting and 
the variety of paints Vertunni employed  resulted in 
exquisite pieces.  The catalogue of 1941 announced 
the availability of figures including infantry, cavalry and 
corresponding bands representing the 1st Empire.  
The popularity of Vertunni’s figures continued to 
grow and were sold in the prestigious Paris stores of 
Printemps, Lafayette and Louvre Galerie.
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BOOK REVIEW
VERTUNNI

By Jacques and Yvette Gautho-Lepeyre
Reviewed By Russ Bednarek
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After Vertunni’s death in 1953, Suzanne Boenders  a 
painter and close companion of Vertunni’s who had 
worked for him since 1939, took over production.  
In an effort to increase the collection of figures, 
Boenders searched for another sculptor.  She was 
able to enlist the efforts of Robert Dumesnil, a highly 
skilled maker of his own figures.  Dumesnil created 
several pieces that were put into production, most 
notably Mirabeau Charles X and Napoleon III.  By 
1958 production declined to less than 100 pieces.  
The telltale sign of Vertunni production of this period 
was the chalky matte paint.  Production was moved 
to Belgium in 1965 and by 1970 production was very 
low.  Figures of this period are very easily identifiable 
by the excessively bright paints used and a less 
precise quality of painting workmanship.  Sadly in 
1986 production ceased. 
 
In 1988 the molds were acquired by Jacques Gautho-
Lepeyre and his wife Yvette and production began 
again.  In 2012 the molds were in the possession of 
Jean-Claude Fournet and Jean-Louis Penel, both 
avid collectors of Vertunni.
 
Jacques and Yvette Gautho-Lapeyre have decided to 
document the history of Vertunni’s work by writing; 
Vertunni, Les figurines racontent l’Historie.  The 
result is mainly a pictorial work of Vertunni’s post 
1935 efforts, a much needed study that accurately 
identified the seemingly endless amount of women 
and civilian subjects.  There is a brief written history 
of Vertunni followed by a very good explanation of the 

casting process.  In the opinion of this reviewer, the 
most important study is that of the horses Vertunni 
used.  A two page study with twelve excellent color 
photographs each depicting the type of horse used 
for each historical period for which Vertunni created 
figures: Medieval, Bourbon and the Empire.  This 
study is crucial for the collector as it will ensure that 
when considering a purchase your hussar will indeed 
be riding the correct horse.  Also included is a helpful 
list of “les Doublons” figures that were used to create 
two distinct figures.  Although the list is by all means 
not inclusive it will aid the collector in his efforts.  The 
book then proceeds with a vivid pictorial examination 
of each historical period beginning with Rome and 
the Gauls concludes with figures of “modern times”.  
Under each figure is a brief history of the historical 
person depicted.
 
The makeup of this book is of a very high quality.  
Hardback and 194 pages, there are 700 figures 
pictured in good quality photographs.  A large number 
of pieces represent the period of Gauth-lapeyre’s 
production, but the photographs are pleasantly large 
enough to allow a close examination making it easy to 
identify the figure.  Due to the high price of Vertunni 
figures in general, there have been efforts of repainting 
and recasting to misrepresent figures.  It would have 
been nice to have a section on how to identify these 
forgeries included in the book.  The book is required 
for beginning and experienced Vertunni collectors 
alike.  Copies are available via Amazon.

BOOK REVIEW (Cont.)
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AUCTION PREVIEW

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
P.O. Box 13323

Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733

1-800-349-8009
Fax 412-344-5273

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

View this auction and purchase catalogs on our website: oldtoysoldierauctions.com
 Ray Haradin Norman Joplin Joe Saine
 412-343-8733 • 1-800-349-8009 262-692-3913 419-662-8697
 Fax 412-344-5273 • raytoys@aol.com otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com jos@josephsaine.com
 

March Into Spring
Toy Soldier Auction

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND SUNDAY
MARCH 11th, 12th, & 13th, 2016

King and Country Imperial Cameron Highlanders Display

Imperial Britains Royal West Surrey Regiment King and Country US Tank

Hocker Elephant Battery King and Country S.S. Band
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Hocker Queen Victoria Reviewing Troops

King and Country Panzer

King and Country Hitler Staff Car

Rodden Knight

Armies of Jim- 52nd Tank Corps Tank and commander Ted Toy Confederate Cavalry.

Dimestores, Grey Iron, Barclay and Manoil.

Steadfast Open Military Landau Britains Set 2076 Twelfth Lancers
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Italian space figures are some of the most imaginative 
of the 1950’s. Companies like CO.MA, Alpia and 
Torgano covered in an earlier article (See S. M. 
Young, “Chasing the World’s Most Elusive Space 
Figures,” Old Toy Soldier, Fall 2013, pp. 12-15), 
produced some of most desirable and highly sought 
after figures for collectors. 

Perhaps the most whimsical Italian space figures of the 
period were those produced by Italian toy company, 
APS Politoys (hereafter APS) headquartered in Milan.  
APS’s production facilities were located in Chiari, 
Bescia a province in Lombardy, Northern Italy. 
Beginning in 1955, the company produced plastic toy 
automobiles later adding die-cast metal cars, model 
tanks, dolls, robots and plastic figures. Due to the 
similarity of its name with British toy company Palitoy 
(makers of Action Man), the company later became 
APS Polistil. 

Of interest to figure collectors is the unusual line of soft 
plastic toys that APS manufactured. APS stamped the 
trademark, TEXAS on top of the bases of many of their 
plastic figures. The figures were sold individually and 
in header bags and were also included as giveaways 
in Italian products such as Campo Dei Fiori butter. 
According to Italian toy soldier collectors, Mauro and 
Orazio Di Mauro, although they produced pirates 
and modern army figures, their most successful line 
was a series of cowboys, Indians, and wagons (see 
M. Mauro and O. Mauro, Soldatini Prescepi Figurini 
Italiani, Self Published 2007).  The name TEXAS 
was likely chosen to be consonant with the Western 
theme.  Apart from the basic TEXAS stamp, APS used 
a variety of other markings including APS Made in 
Ytaly TEXAS (yes Ytaly with a “Y”), LRB Made in Italy, 
or just APS.  For many collectors, though, TEXAS’ 
crowning achievement was its line of space toys.

The Space Toys
TEXAS produced spacemen, aliens, space vehicles 
and atomic age weapons. What brought the authors 
together was correspondence that began well over a 
decade ago when we discovered our mutual interest 
in the TEXAS space figures. 

After reading an article by Peter Evans in Plastic 
Warrior (Issue 84), Daniel Lepers and Andreas 
Dittmann sent letters to the editor at Plastic Warrior 

(Issue 86) providing more details about various 
aspects of TEXAS figures. Daniel followed-up with 
two more pictorial articles for Plastic Warrior (Issues 
92 and 98) having recalled playing with the cowboys 
and Indians and space figures as a child in Belgium. 
Daniel has what we believe to be a complete set of 
spacemen and aliens -- 12 aliens and 12 spacemen. 
Since those early articles, he has now discovered 
several very rare spaceships and space weapons 
most of which are shown in print for the first time in 
this article. 

 

Figure 1: The first grouping of TEXAS spacemen. 
Note the variation in helmets and animation.

 

Figure 2: The second group of the TEXAS spacemen showing 
different oversized  weapons and peculiar space instruments.

 

Figure 3: Now that’s a ray gun!

SPACE ADVENTURES
INVADERS FROM MARS – ITALY’S WEIRD AND WONDERFUL 

TEXAS SPACEMEN AND ALIENS 
By S. Mark Young with Daniel Lepers

 2 

pictorial articles for Plastic Warrior (Issues 92 and 98) having recalled playing with the 
cowboys and Indians and space figures as a child in Belgium.  

Daniel has what we believe to be a complete set of spacemen and aliens -- 12 aliens and 
12 spacemen. Since those early articles, he has now discovered several very rare 
spaceships and space weapons most of which are shown in print for the first time in this 
article.  

 

 

Figure 1: The first grouping of TEXAS spacemen. Note the variation in helmets and animation. 

 

Figure 2: The second group of the TEXAS spacemen showing different oversized   
weapons and peculiar space instruments. 
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Figure 4: The 1953 Tremor Cover by Ron Turner. Was the space figure 

on this cover a possible inspiration for the TEXAS spacemen?
       

      
Figure 5: A TEXAS spacemen with many similarities 

to the spaceman on the Tremors cover

The Spacemen
The sculpting on the twelve spacemen is spectacular.  
Spacemen branish either a space rifle, ray gun 
or space device. Space helmets are romanesque 
(perhaps reminiscent of the Archer figures) with either 
a flat top, large spike or two spikes. The figures wear 
oversized boots and highly stylized spacesuits with 
a large v-shaped shoulder and chest plate. One foot 
of each figure has a small plastic tip that snaps into 
a circular base. The bases are embossed with stars 
and planets, and figures appear to be suspended in 
space once they are attached. All spacemen were 
produced in silver soft plastic and we have never 
seen any other color varations. 

Most curious is the inspiration for the spacemen. 
In the universe of 1950’s space toys, we know that 
plastic and lead figures, spaceships and vehicles 
produced by American companies such as Archer 
Plastics, AJAX, Premier, LIDO and Pyro were copied 
worldwide (see M. Young, S. Duin and M. Richardson, 
Blast Off! Rockets, Robots, Ray Guns and Rarities 
from the Golden Age of Space Toys, Dark Horse 
Books, 2001). In some cases, American firms such as 
Pyro loaned moulds to European companies such as 
Kleeware both of whom produced some of the finest 
lines of plastic spacships and cars. In other cases toy 
designs were simply appropriated.

Another strong influence on toy design were science 
fiction movies, comics, TV serials and boy’s annuals. 
Many of the British Cherilea and Johillco lead space 
figures appear to have been copied from Archer 
Plastics, however Johillco also produced many 
original designs (see Blast Off!).  Graphic artists such 
as Denis McLouglin would  purchase the lead space 
figures from Woolworth’s and use them as models 
for their cover art on British toy annuals. Perhaps the 
most successful line of science fiction books in the 
1950’s were published by England’s Scion Press with 
the most famous series edited by John Russell Fearn 
who wrote under the nom de plume, “Vargo Statten.”
 
Since there is virtually nothing known about the 
origins of the space figures, we started to investigate 
whether Italian science fiction culture of the era 
could have been the driving force behind the TEXAS 
designs. During the 1950’s and 1960’s Italy did have 
a thriving movie industry producing the Peplum or 
“Sword and Sandal” genre of films like Hercules in 
the Haunted World. Sergio Leone also championed 
the  Spaghetti Westerns such as A Fistful of Dollars 
but oddly Italy produced no science fiction films 
of note. Rather, Italy seemed to satisfy its science 
fiction interest by importing it from foreign countries.

We do know that whoever created Torgano’s 
spectacular space figures was influenced by 
American science fiction as their figures were based 
on America’s Flash Gordon movies and serials. We 
can now make some educated guesses as to some 
of the inspirational links for the TEXAS figures. 

One of the most promising links was a 1953 pulp 
magazine (Gayword Press) penned by Frank 
Lederman called Tremor which was illustrated by 
well-known British artist, Ron Turner. The Tremor 
cover depicts a spaceman wearing a spacesuit 

SPACE ADVENTURES (Cont.)
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Figure 3: Now that’s a ray gun! 
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and helmet that bears a striking resemblance to 
the TEXAS spacemen shooting a large space rifle. 
After an exhaustive search of hundreds of pulps and 
magazine covers of the era, we could find no other 
spacemen that looked quite like this one. We can 
hardly say that this is definitive proof of the origins of 
the TEXAS spacemen but rather just a supposition.

The Aliens
The TEXAS aliens have large bug eyes and many have 
“lobster-like” hands. In distinction to the spacemen, 
they were produced in eight color variations (red, 
yellow, royal blue, brown, pink, teal, and yellow-
green). These are truly fantastical, highly imaginative 
figures. As noted earlier, while Italian film makers 
were focused on other genres, American science 
fiction films were imported and dubbed in Italian. 
One possible link to the TEXAS aliens is the well 
known U.S. film, Invaders from Mars (1953) directed 

by William Cameron Menzies. Invaders From Mars 
was released in 1958 in Italy as Gli invasori spaziali.  
Looking at movie posters and lobby cards for the film 
we note that the Mars invaders have large bug eyes 
and lobster hands and appear quite menacing. There 
are no other science fiction aliens of the era that share 
both of these characteristics and thus we believe that 
they could have inspired the design of the TEXAS 
aliens. We should note, however, that while they share 
similar characteristics, the TEXAS renditions of the 
Invaders from Mars are much more cartoon-like and 
campy perhaps to make children feel more at ease.  

While we have tried to provide some possible direct 
influences for the design of the spacemen and aliens 
it could also have been the case that these figures 
were just the result of a creative individuals or team of 
people who were simply having fun. Until more direct 
information surfaces we will not know for sure.

SPACE ADVENTURES (Cont.)

Figure 9: The second group of TEXAS aliens. 
The aliens’ weapons and instruments are easily broken 

and thus many figures are found incomplete.

Figure 6: This is the Italian version of the Invaders From Mars movie 
poster. The aliens’ large bug eyes are clearly evident.
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Figure 6: This is the Italian version of the Invaders  
From Mars movie poster. The aliens’ large bug eyes are clearly evident. 

 

Figure 7: One of several lobby cards for the U.S. release of Invaders 
From Mars. Note the aliens’ huge lobster hands.  

 

 

 

Figure 7: One of several lobby cards for the U.S. release of 
Invaders From Mars. Note the aliens’ huge lobster hands. 

Figure 8: The first group of wild and whacky TEXAS aliens. 
Note the many color variations.
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Figure 8: The first group of wild and whacky TEXAS aliens. Note the many color variations. 

 

 
Figure 9: The second group of TEXAS aliens.   

The  aliens’ weapons and instruments are easily broken and thus many  
figures are found incomplete. 
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Figure 10: More detail on the alien’s lobster hands and bug eyes.

 
Figure 11: Spaceman or Alien? This figure shown in the back row of 

Figure 9 looks more like a spaceman than alien, however, it has never 
been found in silver plastic like all of the other spacemen.

Instead it has been found in in the colors shown here. For this reason, 
we included it as an alien which also evens the count of 12 in each 
category but it could also be the case that someone at the factory 

used the wrong colored plastic for this figure.

The Spaceships and Atomic Weapons
In total nine different spaceships and atomic 
weapons have surfaced. Three of the designs - The 
Rocket Tank, The Atom Cannon, Bomb Transport 
were clearly appropriated (or possibly licensed) from 
LIDO’s Captain Video series produced in the United 
States and included in the Superior Space Port and 
window boxed sets beginning in 1952.  Please note 
that the fourth and fifth designs, the Troop Transport 
and a fifth cylindrical vehicle are not illustrated in 
this article but can be seen in Mauro and Mauro’s 

book, (page 102).  The Captain Video series was 
produced in both hard and soft plastic but the 
TEXAS copies are all in soft plastic with identical 
designs but different colors. The remaining designs 
are unique to TEXAS. We have given each a name 
since none currently exist.  The “Atomic Rocket Gun” 
was embellished from a spring-loaded Nike Missile 
launcher used as a General Mills cereal premium but 
now mounted on a base. Two other designs appear 
to be variations of the Captain Video designs but 
are highly imaginative. --  the “Solar Fighter,” and 
the “Interplanetary Destroyer.” The final design, the 
“Galaxy Commander”, is a large spaceship and is 
most spectacular. The spaceship has a silver base, 
large red fins and is about 5.5 inches long and 3 
inches wide. While the ship appears to be missing a 
weapon it is the only known example. 

For us, space toys like those produced by TEXAS 
are still as inventive and hopeful today as they were 
back in the 1950’s. Certainly all of modern science 
fiction culture owes it legacy to the imaginations of 
the young men and women who pioneered the early 
development of these wonderful playthings. We can 
only hope that more and more of these kinds of toys 
continue to surface in the years to come.

 
Figure 12: This is a direct copy of LIDO’s Captain Video 
“Atomic Cannon.” One point of difference is the yellow 

propeller behind the rear gun.

 
Figure 13: Another direct copy of LIDO’s “Rocket Tank” 
from the Captain Video Series. The front gun is missing.

SPACE ADVENTURES (Cont.)
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Figure 14: A soft plastic copy of LIDO’s “Bomb Transport” that usually 
came in Captain Video window boxed sets. 

 

Figure 15: TEXAS used a General Mills Cereal Premium of a Nike Missile 
Launcher and mounted it on a LIDO-type base for their “Atomic Rocket Gun.”

Figure 16: One of the unique TEXAS designs, the “Solar Fighter” spaceship 
makes good use of Superior’s attached weapon and radar dish

 
Figure 17: Another uniquely designed spaceship building on LIDO designs 
is the “Interplanetary Destroyer.” Notable is the increased width of the 
ship which allowed for three plug in attachments rather than two.

 

Figure 18: This is the centerpiece of the TEXAS spaceships. The “Galaxy 
Commander” is much larger than all others measuring 4.5” x 3”.  The 
design of this ship is a departure from all others and the fins remind 
us of Playwell’s Junior Design Engineer Construction Kit as shown in 
a subsequent photo. We believe that there is an antenna missing from 
the top of the silver ball. On the front of the ship are the APS logo and 
another stamp that says MOD. DEP which means that the design has 
been trademarked.

 

Figure 19: The underside of the Galaxy Commander. Both sides have slots 
for a spring to launch a rocket. One spring is still in place and the other 
is missing.

 

Figure 20: Playwell’s Junior Design Engineer Construction Kit from 
the 1950s. This is just one of innumerable designs that a kid could 
put together from the same pieces. The red and blue fins on top of the 
spacecraft look very much like the fins on the Galaxy Commander

SPACE ADVENTURES (Cont.)
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Word Search- On the Battlefield # 6 
 

u d y w j g j o h n b e a u m o n t n g  
s n d a a a j x k k w y w r y m b o p v  
l a x t g k o a a h f l c c s b t u g l  
u l m o d i a k e o s y m o m v j p u d  
y g h u x m n f q k r h o u r p u i z u  
p n i r p e o k o d s c u r a s x i t p  
o e z n f y f q l m c e n t f h i j o l  
h i g a z s a a q c r p t e o i m f g e  
s c o m r m r i x l j v e n t e p n w x  
i f c e z e c o e o e q d a a l g x b g  
b e w n h v o o h z u h w y o d o k z q  
h j d t y i f n g c r p f i c s g d b p  
c r a s y n d n a l l o h t r e b o r h  
r k p p a e i q t n e t m j q n n b m t  
a c u s l x a e s r o h g n i k c o r y  
k o s i g w s w j l s q l h x x i w o g  
h a s e d l r p y t s e r c f t c v q e  
u l c t p c p t y e l t s a t r e b o r  
e j b l a c k p r i n c e a b x o l v k  
p h e l m e u z l r k n i g h t s t g p  

 

mounted 
joanofarc 
robertastley 
helm 
blackprince 
duplex 
johnbeaumont
coatofarms 
rcourtenay 
heraldry 
shields 
robertholland 
archbishop 
knights 
erleofnassau 
england 
johndelisle 
crest 
rockinghorse 
tournament 

 

NOW BUYING TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS 
ANY SIZE SMALL or LARGE 

CASH PAID

 1-800-786-1888
 Packaging and Pick Up Service Available

 CRW INC
 dba Trains Galore
 3130 South 6th Street, Suite 104
 Lincoln, Nebraska 68502
 ESTABLISHED 1988

Visit us at: www.trainsandtoysoldiers.com

TRAINS AND TOY SOLDIERS

•	Consignments	welcome	
	 call	for	information

•	 Large	inventory	of	single	figures	
	 new	and	old	NEED	TO	REPLACE	
	 A	BROKEN	SOLDIER	OR	NEED	
	 A	FIGURE	TO	COMPLETE	A	SET	
	 WE	MAY	HAVE	WHAT	YOU	ARE
	 LOOKING	FOR
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628 Dixie Highway, Rossford OH, 43460 • 419-662-TOYS (8697)628 Dixie Highway, Rossford OH, 43460 • 419-662-TOYS (8697)

Call for specific
condition & details. 

Thank You.

Marklin Coastal Flak Cannon  $ 700

Shimer Firecracker Cannon $ 300

 $ 1,400Marklin Coastal 
Defense 
Cannon

Daisy Rapid Fire Tank $ 400Elastolin Supply Wagon  $ 600Lineol Scout Car $ 1,000

Lineol Luftwaffe Kubelwagon $ 900Hausser Supply Truck $ 1,100Lineol Troop Carrier $ 1,300

Stevens Black Powder Cannon $ 350Kilgore Firing Cannon  $ 400

Marklin Coastal Flak Cannon  $ 700

Shimer Firecracker Cannon $ 300

 $ 1,600Marklin Coastal 
Defense 
Cannon

Daisy Rapid Fire Tank $ 400Elastolin Supply Wagon  $ 600Lineol Scout Car $ 1,000

Lineol Luftwaffe Kubelwagon $ 900Hausser Supply Truck $ 1,100Lineol Troop Carrier $ 1,300

Stevens Black Powder Cannon $ 350Kilgore Firing Cannon  $ 400
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My PECO figures are old toy soldiers, other warriors 
and little women.

On a bitterly cold January morning in 1957, in the 
pre-Global Warming of the American Northeast, 
my parents and I trudge into Hughes’s Market on 
Washington Street in Saratoga Springs, NY for 
groceries.

I am bundled in my snowsuit, mittens and hood, the 
snowbanks well over my head. I have always loved 
the cereal aisle, especially when the boxes contained 
premiums you could send for with 25 cents and two 
box tops - most notably the Kellogg frogmen with 
built in propulsion packs.

They took forever to come.

I get to pick out my cereal for the week - Frosted 
Flakes with a forgettable premium.

From the corner of my eight year old eyes, I spot 
a new rack in the market - toys I have never seen 
anything like before.

I will be blessed with toys and playsets, like the 
Captain Gallant Fort and a tin western storefront. I 
will also have painted metal soldiers and Marx toys, 
most notably the Fix-It Stagecoach.

But, these toys are unique. They are far more 
meticulous than any toys I have ever seen, sculpted 
in almost lifelike detail. Each figure is stapled to a 
61/2” x 5” header card with five to eight beautifully 

intricate removable accessories. There are soldiers - 
eight in all, in two series I would learn later. There are 
four western figures in a time when something like 
50 black and white westerns ran in prime time and 
syndication - a Battling Miner, The Pecos Kid and 
two Indians.

That fateful day, my parents bought me one figure 
for 29 cents - a tan Davy Crockett figure. It would 
eventually become the center of my child’s world. I 
was incredibly happy that day.

There were two sets of four toy soldiers: the Series 
One First Set contained a marching soldier, a running 
GI, one on his knees to hold a separate machine gun 
and one more poised to shoot a detachable rifle.

The second set of toy soldiers was considerably more 
developed than the first. You could see the wrinkles in 
their uniforms. One carried a belt with hand grenades 
and a .45 caliber pistol in a working flap holster.

A prone figure lay ready to fire a separate .50 caliber 
machine gun on a detachable tripod. Another was in a 
leaning position, ready to grasp a rifle with a bayonet. 
The third GI sat on a base ready to carry a removable 
machine gun. The last was similar - but did not have 
a base.

All eight GIs had helmets, rifles or machine guns and 
belts. The prone GI had a walkie talkie he could hold 
in either hand.

There are four Little Women figures with innovative 

PECO FIGURES: 
UNIQUE CLASSIC TOYS FROM THE PAGES OF HISTORY

By John Penzer

PECO Davy Crockett PECO Tan Davy Crockett figure aka Hawkeye
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separable accessories, like a tennis racquet and sun 
visor for the Rally Queen, four separate hats for Hattie 
the Hatter and Spunky the Dog on a leash for Peggy 
Pigtails, who also carried a loose doll.

In Richard O’Brien’s Collecting Toy Soldiers, author 
Bill Hanlon said that his favorite PECO figures were 
the pirates, and they seemed lifelike enough to talk. 
There were three pirate figures from history and one 
from children’s literature: Blackbeard had a beautifully 
sculpted beard, a menacing scowl and a greatcoat 
that billowed out to catch the roar of the ocean wind. 
His accessories included a sword, sword belt, two 
pistols, a knife and a tricorn hat.

Captain Kidd was in a dueling position, ready for his 
detachable cutlass. He had detailed epaulets on the 
shoulders of his greatcoat, high boots and a pirate 
bandana. He had accessories similar to Blackbeard, 
including a parrot to perch on his shoulder.

Long John Silver, from the irreplaceable children’s 
book Treasure Island, had a glazed look in one 
apparently injured eye and a peg leg that inserted 
into the stump of his missing leg. He carried a crutch 
under his arm and wielded a sword with the other.

You could see the hair on Henry Morgan’s chest, the 
buckles on his shoes and the earring in his right ear. 
He also had a sword, belt, pistols and something that 
still fascinates me - a removable knife he could clutch 
between his teeth. He also had a telescope.

All of the figures were sculpted by the remarkable 
John Benneth of Tigard, Oregon who started sculpting 
models from clay for amusement on the farm he grew 
up on.

Blackbeard had a “B” sculpted on his wide base, 
Kidd a “K”, Morgan an “M” and Silver an “S”. None 
of the other figures had letters on their bases.

PECO FIGURES (Cont.)

PECO Little Women

PECO Pirate Figures: left to right - Captain Kidd, Blackbeard, Henry Morgan, and Long John Silver

Little Women Boxed Playset

Henry Morgan - Note removable knife 
clutched between his teeth
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There were eight soldiers, four western figures, 
four Little Women and, what would become 
the Holy Grail of toys for me - a marvelously 
sculpted and individualized Davy Crockett 
figure. He was a tan, buckskin-like color and 
had red, unattached accessories: a coonskin 
cap, a long flintlock rifle, a pemmican bag, a 
powder horn, tomahawk, knife and pistol.

PECO is an acronym for Product Engineering 
Company of Oregon. The company had made 
gold carts and a most successful “Frontier 
Smoker” cap gun that Hanlon says sold out a 
million copies in the first ten hours of New York 

PECO FIGURES (Cont.)

Captain Kidd

Long John Silver

Henry MorganBlackbeard

Example of PECO packaging
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PECO FIGURES (Cont.)

PECO Gold Miner

PECO Chief Pa Ee Co

PECO packaging

PECO packaging
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PECO FIGURES (Cont.)
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PECO FIGURES (Cont.)
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City’s World’s Fair. I have a Frontier Smoker that 
I found at a toy show in Albany, NY. I believe that 
makes me a hopeless PECO completest collector.

I was very sick as a young boy and had to stay home 
from school for months at a time. Under the watchful 
and healing eye of my mother, my toys became my 
world.

Using the myth-making imagination of a young boy, 
I gave each figure an identity that differed from the 
biography printed on each figure’s card.

Most notably, Davy Crockett became for me 
“Hawkeye,” based on the television show “Hawkeye 
and the Last of the Mohicans” I watched on Sundays.

Virtually every day, Hawkeye led his Rangers into 
battle: the Battling Miner became Jim Bowie from the 
television adventure series starting Scott Brady - he 

resembled the actor. Pirate Henry Morgan became 
William Nelson, trusted aide to Hawkeye. I liked the 
name for the Pecos Kid and stuck with it; I forget 
exactly when I realized the name’s marketing value. 
I named the tan shooting soldier from the first series 
of GI’s “The Marksman.” The green marching soldier 
became “Brother”. The second series prone machine 
gunner I named “Doc”, and he became the Rangers’ 
medic. I used creased toilet paper doused with wet 
red pencil to dress their wounds.

They could be wounded but not killed - they had to 
see action again the next day.

I renamed Captain Kidd the Black Corsair. With 
his apparently shaven head and broad menacing 
sardonic smile, he became for me the epitome of evil. 
I customized all of my PECO figures with bits from 
other toys, like the brace of three flintlock pistols I 
gave the Black Corsair across his chest.

PECO FIGURES (Cont.)

PECO Cowboy

Wild Horse PECO Western Figures Boxed Set with paint

PECO Western Figures with accessories
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PECO FIGURES (Cont.)

PECO Second Series GI’s

PECO Second Series GI’s

PECO Second Series Gl’s - Extremely hard to find

US Infantryman

US Infantryman Combat Soldiers

US Infantryman
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Another green GI marching figure became the other 
“Brother”. In my play world, the two hated each other 
and battled on a regular basis. He was one of the 
Renegades, commanded by the Black Corsair.

Blackbeard became another Renegade - one of the 
Black Corsair’s trusted chiefs of staff.

Hawkeye had a single flintlock pistol in a black holder 
across his chest, a knife between his shoulder blades 
and another small knife in a sheath on his leg.

In O’Brien’s classic book, author Bill Hanlon states that 
the first figure, the walking GI, was made of modeling 
clay. All subsequent figures were made from “Pyrocon”, 
a clay - like substance that could be hardened in the 
oven and proved to be more durable for die making.

All figures were cast in actual size and were later 
cast in four cavity molds using a substance called 
“Vinylite”, PECO’s name for vinyl.

These figures had immense play value. Their level 
of minute detail now made other figures, such as 
the Multiple Products Corporation’s MPC Ringhand 
Pirates figures seem crude. Accessories were 
taken off, put on and traded between figures. They 
appeared almost real in my child’s hands and in my 
imagination, they formed an entire new world. They 
fought on land, at sea, even in the snow - which 
claimed too many accessories.

These figures could be found in Woolworth’s and 
other similar stores.

They can be found today on E-Bay and are also 
available from reputable dealers. At one time, during 
the 90’s, the peg that inserted into Long John Silver’s 
leg went for $125!

I have written both a Kindle and an audiobook - The 
Curse of the Golden Scorpion - based on my PECO 
world. The Kindle is available from Amazon.com and 
the audiobook can be found on iTunes, audible.com 
and Amazon.com. If the reader is interested, visit 
these sites and enter my name - John Penzer - and 
these items will appear.

As far as I know, this is the only book in existence 
based on toy figures from the 1950’s.

_______________________________________________

John Penzer has been published in Antique Toy 
World and Playset Magazine. He wrote an article for 
the former Plastic 
Figure and Playset 
Collector.

The retired college 
professor also has 
more that 2,500 
logged scuba dives 
and has written 
for Skin Diver 
Magazine. He was 
inspired to dive by 
the iconic 1958-1961 
television series Sea 
Hunt starring Lloyd 
Bridges.

PECO FIGURES (Cont.)

Combat Soldier

Author John Penzer at Fort Montagu, 
where Sea hunt episodes were filmed  
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at

THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,

Britains,Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 St. Petersburg
Studios,The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier

Australian makers. Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.

NEW

12
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9285 Warwick Blvd. 
Newport News, VA 23607 

(757) 247-8523 
www.warmuseum.org 

VIRGINIA WAR MUSEUM  
15th ANNUAL TOY SOLDIER SHOW 
MAY 14, 2016   9 AM — 4 PM 

Vendors Selling Antique & Modern Toy Soldiers in 
Galleries Alongside Artifacts from the American 
Revolution Through Operation DESERT STORM   

Wargames in Miniature for Kids of All Ages 

Minutes from Williamsburg and Virginia Beach 
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TOGOLAND WARRIORS AND 
“THE WHITE GODDESS OF WANGORA”

By William Nutting

Britain’s Togoland Warriors have 
always been one of the most exotic 
sets -- so off the beaten track 
that often collectors don’t even 
know what to make of or how to 
display the figures. (In Britains Toy 
Soldiers 1893-1932, James Opie 
paired them whimsically against 
a colonial sandbag square. As I 
boy, I added them to Egyptian toy 
soldier displays.)

The basic story of Togoland in WWI 
is well-enough known -- at least 
among toy soldier enthusiasts. 
British and French troops invaded 
the German colony August 9, 
1914 to eliminate the “wireless 
telegraph” station important for 
the German South Atlantic fleet, 
and the “Togoland Campaign” 
ended with German surrender 
seventeen days later. (The war in 
Africa overall continued until the 
German commander surrendered 
in 1918 -- ten days after the 
Armistice was signed in Paris.)

While Britains often responded 
to military/political events of the 
day with sets of soldiers, it’s hard 
to sort out exactly why and when 
someone at Britains felt this minor 
West African skirmish might merit a 
box of soldiers. Although modest, 
the campaign probably featured 

the first rifle shot fired by any British 
soldier in the Great War -- and 
certainly the first British victory of 
the war.  There were headlines and 
stories -- albeit small and short. 

And if Togoland -- why these 
figures?  The source of the 
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TOGOLAND WARRIORS AND 
“THE WHITE GODDESS OF WANGORA” (Cont.)

“uniform” has stumped collectors 
for years. Certainly Harry Payne 
and Richard Simkin -- the usual 
sources for uniform details -- 
didn’t venture into tribal warriors. 

Looking back now with the aid of 
some digitized books and some 

recent writing, it’s easy to argue 
that the design for the Togoland 
Warriors figure -- and Fred 
Whisstock’s box sketch -- was 
clearly based on photos taken 
during the travels of a  colorful team 
of adventurers -- a German big 
game hunter/explorer/promoter 

and his 22-year-old movie star 
(“cinematograph actress”) / big 
game hunter companion.

Summarizing the story, a Major 
Hans Schomburgk -- who had 
published his discovery of the 
Pygmy Hippo in the New York 
Zoological Society journal in 1910 
-- set off to Africa to make films 
that would be part documentary 
and part sensational  adventure 
narrative. He and his companion 
Meg Gehrts traveled in German 
Togoland exploring and filming.  
She wrote a travelogue of the trip 
-- A Camera Actress in the Wilds 
of Togoland -- published first in 
London in 1914.  As Schomburgk 
says in the introduction (dated 
London, July 9, 1914), the “book 
possesses the distinction of 
being the first published record 
of a journey through Togoland 
ever written by anybody, man or 
woman, black or white.” (Given 
the trouble big game hunter 
women are getting into today, it’s 
interesting to look back at one of 
the originals.)

We’ve all wondered what the 
Togoland Warrior is wearing. The 
caption for the frontispiece photo 
(above) in the book explains 
that “[t]he helmet is a calabash, 
elaborately ornamented with 
cowrie shells, and surmounted by 
a fine pair of roan antelope horns. . 
. . Note the beautifully ornamented 
quiver filled with poisoned arrows.” 
(The fact that the toy model has 
one horn is something I can’t 
account for, but the gold and the 
different colored loincloths -- red, 
blue, green, and yellow -- are likely 
just a Britains invention -- in the 
later instance probably copying 
the painting approach used for 
the popular zulus.  The painting 
details varied a bit -- first just with 
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TOGOLAND WARRIORS AND 
“THE WHITE GODDESS OF WANGORA” (Cont.)

different shades of brown for the 
straps and then with different 
pairings of colors for the loincloth/
belt/straps -- yellow/yellow/brown 
(pictured), yellow/green/green, 
etc.) 

“The White Goddess of Wangora” 
(in which Gehrts, raised as a ‘white 
goddess’ by Togoland tribesmen, 
is discovered and rescued by a 
big game hunter) premiered in 
London on July 30, 1914. Other 
similar movies were made, but this 
one seems the most emblematic 
of this self-promoting couple 
who explored Togoland -- and 
publicized it wildly -- on the eve of 
the Togoland Campaign. 

Whenever Britains started in on 
designing the set, the Togoland 

Warriors fell into the group of sets 
later (in the 1916/1917 catalog 
pages pictured in Opie’s Great 
Book of Britains) described as 
“IN COURSE OF PREPARATION 
-- Delayed owing to the War.” It 
seems clear that when Britains 
wanted to make a set of soldiers 
from Togoland, they turned to 
likely the only reference source 
available -- a pre-War travel book 
by an actress/explorer -- and 
found these exotic tribal bowmen 
pictured. Perhaps it was the other 
way around -- that the photos 
themselves led to the idea to make 
a set.  I haven’t ever been able 
to find any evidence that these 
particular archers participated in 
any way in either the Togoland 
Campaign or in the battles in the 
rest of the continent, but they 

-- given Schomburgk’s detailed 
photos -- were certainly authentic 
representatives -- in “full gala 
dress” -- of the country. 

Ultimately this mix of unlikely 
events led to Britains set 202  -- 
and the toy soldier archer has kept 
the memory of Togoland alive for 
the past century.

A digital copy of the 1915 American 
edition of A Camera Actress in 
the Wilds of Togoland is available 
online at archive.org, and all the 
images reproduced here are from 
that site. A facsimile of the Official 
History of the Great War, Military 
Operations: Togoland and the 
Cameroons 1914-16 (1931) has 
been republished by the Naval & 
Military Press.
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• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 30 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information or to sell items contact:

or write to

Henry Kurtz, 600 West 246th Street, #805, Riverdale, NY 10471

HENRY KURTZ
Appraisals of Toy and Miniature Soldiers

Tel: (718) 796-2696, or e��� mail: henrykurtz@optonline.net 

����

HENRY KURTZ at (718) 796-2696 or email: henrykurtz@optonline.net

CONSULT US WHEN CONSIDERING
DISPOSAL OF YOUR COLLECTION
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www.counterpanegallery.com

Falls Church Antique Center
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Battle of Agincourt 1415 – 50 mm Scale

Robert II King of Scotland – 50 mm Scale Alain Sire De Montendre 
Poitiers 1356 – 50 mm Scale
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Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
P.O. Box 13323

Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733

1-800-349-8009
Fax 412-344-5273

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

View this auction and purchase catalogs on our website: oldtoysoldierauctions.com
 Ray Haradin Norman Joplin Joe Saine
 412-343-8733 • 1-800-349-8009 262-692-3913 419-662-8697
 Fax 412-344-5273 • raytoys@aol.com otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com jos@josephsaine.com
 

AUCTION REVIEW
FINE TOY SOLDIERS
NOVEMBER 20th - 22nd, 2015 
Prices do not include 20% buyers premium.

Britains Set #10 Salvation Army  $22,000

RARE Britains Set #1331 Steel Helmeted G.S. Wagon $2500

Britains Set #1552 Very Rare Royal Mail Van  $8500 Britains Paris Office German Infantry  $2100

Courtenay H8A Sir Thomas 
Kingston  $4000

Courtenay Greenhill Miniatures  $950

GM George Munkel exceptionally RARE  
$2000

Heyde/FAO Schwarz $3000 Richard Courtenay 
Tournament Knight  $700



53

AUCTION REVIEW (Cont.)

Mignot R.G.T. Dragons Bavarois, mounted $700 French Tin Plate VERY RARE   $700

Beiser VERY RARE Display Board   $1800

King and Country Beatles   $700

Extremely Rare Britains Four Horse Race  $8500

Britains VERY RARE Set #436 US Monoplane  $9500

Britains Set #1426 St. John Ambulance Brigade $2100

EXTREMELY RARE Norris- Kaiser & His General Staff  $9500

Courtenay Glaiveman in 
Stafford Livery $1200

Heyde Large Scale Guardsmen Band  $2100
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Price including shipping & packaging within the USA is-
Soft Cover $79.95 included Priority Mail or 
$77.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.   
Hard Cover $89.95 including Priority Mail or 
$87.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.

To order or  for availability in UK, Europe or 
the rest of  the world please contact-Norman Joplin. 
Email info@normanjoplin.com or telephone 262-692-3913 
(Office hours Monday - Friday 8 am- 5 pm central time)
Or write enclosing check to 
Norman Joplin, 535 Fir Street, Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021

Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 1900-1939
 Four Decades of  Advertising
Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 1900-1939

Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 
1900-1939 - Four Decades of  
Advertising is a unique record 
of  Toy Soldier advertising 
from the World War 1 and pre 
World War 2 Periods.

Privately published and 
complied by Norman Joplin and 
Philip Dean, it illustrates many 
advertisements never before 
available to Toy Soldier Collectors 
and is the result of  over 40 years 
of research by Norman Joplin

The book also illustrates many 
individual rare single figures from 
the period and concentrates on 
over 30 manufacturers. Abel, 
Australian Hollowcasts, B.M.C, 
Chad Valley, Charterhouse, 
Cheerio Manufacturing Company, 
Crescent, EA Doran, Dunham 
White, CF Eckhardt, Exella, 
Faudel Phillips & Son, Fry, Erecto 
Toy Company, Godschalk, Hanks 
and Hanks Brothers and Sutton, 
A J Holladay, John Hill/Johillco, 
Kew, Laurie Hansen, Lord 
Roberts Workshop, Marlborough 
Manufacturing Company, Model 
Toys, Oliver Harper, Pixyland 
Manufacturing Company, Reka, 
Richards Art Company, Renvoize, 
Russell Manufacturing Company, 
Stoddarts, Wellington Toy 
Company, and  G.W. Wood

While Britains are included to a 
certain extent the main focus is 
on the other makers of the period. 
Volume 2 which will be available 
in 2012 will concentrate solely 
on Britains advertisements of the 
same period and beyond.
 
Note: this book is only available directly 
from the authors, it will not be offered 
by Amazon or via any cut price on line 
merchant. 

Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.comDon Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS.  FRANCE.                        Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7  

THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOYTHE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOY--SOLDIERS IN PARISSOLDIERS IN PARIS
Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office, 
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition 
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French plastics, paper soldiers, 
flats etc etc……

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44     boitedesoldats@wanadoo.fr

Web-site boitedesoldats.fr

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and 
others.

A bientôt A bientôt àà ParisParis……
FranFranççois Beaumontois Beaumont

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr
NEW WEB SITE

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr

CONTACT DON PIELIN
FOR DETAILS:
Phone: 630-497-1239

email: dimestores@aol.com

Now Available
The American Toy Soldier 

Art of J. Edward Jones

The book contains 350 plus cover photos, 
all figures shown at actual size. 

Price is $55 plus $5 shipping within the U.S.A., 
overseas shipping is $23.

A reproduction copy of Jones Metal Art 
Miniatures 1931 Illustrated Catalog is also 
available from Don Pielin. 
Price $10, shipping included if purchased 
with the book or $11 including postage 
without the book.
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This is the house that Jack built.

This is the malt that lay in the house 
that Jack built.

This is the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the cat that killed the rat 
That ate the malt that lay in the house 
that Jack built.

This is the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the cow with the crumpled horn 
That tossed the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the maiden all forlorn 
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn 
That tossed the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the man all tattered and torn 
That kissed the maiden all forlorn 
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn 
That tossed the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the judge all shaven and shorn 
That married the man all tattered and torn 
That kissed the maiden all forlorn 
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn 
That tossed the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the rooster that crowed in the morn 
That woke the judge all shaven and shorn 
That married the man all tattered and torn 
That kissed the maiden all forlorn 
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn 
That tossed the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the farmer sowing his corn 
That kept the rooster that crowed in the morn 
That woke the judge all shaven and shorn 
That married the man all tattered and torn 
That kissed the maiden all forlorn 
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn 
That tossed the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

This is the horse and the hound and the horn 
That belonged to the farmer sowing his corn 
That kept the rooster that crowed in the morn 
That woke the judge all shaven and shorn 
That married the man all tattered and torn 
That kissed the maiden all forlorn 
That milked the cow with the crumpled horn 
That tossed the dog that worried the cat 
That killed the rat that ate the malt 
That lay in the house that Jack built.

THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT
By Norman Joplin

Unique Lead Nursery Rhyme set discovery 
manufactured by Perrin.

Graham Perrin was demobilized from the British 
Army shortly after World War 2 and with his army 
gratuity attempted to enter the toy manufacturing 
world. In post war austerity Britain that was not an 
easy thing to do for budding entrepreneurs ,given 
that Britains and many other toy firms were finding 
difficulty in obtaining raw material lead because 
of the United Kingdom’s restrictions on the use of 
lead for toys. The lead that was available was only 
allocated to manufacturers  who were willing to 
produce for export to the USA and other countries 
and only a quota of 25% of the available material 
was available to British firms.

Mr. Perrin I believe was from the Liverpool area and 
a newspaper article during the late nineteen forties 
carried the story of his proposed enterprise. During 
my 50 some years of research I have only ever seen 

one Perrin item, that of a Clergyman, solid and 
obviously taken from the Johillco Curate figure, the 
Milkmaid is obviously taken from Britains, but all 
items are solid cast.

Some versions use “cheese” instead of “malt”, “priest” instead of “judge”, 
“cock” instead of “rooster”, the older past tense form “crew” instead of 
“crowed”, or “chased” in place of “killed”. Also in some versions the horse, 
the hound, and the horn are left out and the rhyme ends with the farmer.

The Nursery Rhyme first appeared in print until it was included in Nurse 
Truelove’s New-Year’s-Gift, or the Book of Books for Children, printed in 
London in 1755. It was printed in numerous collections in the late eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries. [Randolph Caldecott produced an illustrated 
version in 1878.
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Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

The Old Toy Soldier Home
25 Years of Buying and Selling Toy Soldiers, 

Old and New Britains, King and Country and more! 

Shop 24-7 at oldtoysoldierhome.com • Phone: 760-758-5481
Visit by appointment only: 1178 Patricia Circle • Vista, CA 92084

Email: oldtoysoldierhome@att.net
Consignments welcome
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Figures
For Sale

All Manufacturers:
Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval - 

Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798

Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716

Email: vindotti@erols.com

Be
lgia

n Composition

Old Toy Soldiers
For Sale

(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *

BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS
BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net

...the world in miniature
Collectable British and European early 

20th century vintage lead miniature toys

 gulliver@lilliputworld.co.uk

...toys for bigger boys
Collectable TV and film related toys 

from the fifties & sixties, tinplate & diecast, motorsport

 collect@vintageboystoys.com

www.lilliputworld.co.uk

www.vintageboystoys.com

Buy securely online from either site for speedy insured shipment to USA

949-683-3118
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Britains Christmas Collectors Club Special Limited Editions 
continued between 2008 and 2011. No further sets have been 
issued since and the limited quantity of the Soldiers in these 3 
sets, will make them much sought after by collectors in future.

50003C Under the Misletoe (2008). Limited to 250 Sets

50013C The Little Drummer Boy (2009/2010) Limited to 300 Sets.

50022C A Spot of Mulled Wine  (2010/2011) Limited to 300 Sets.

BRITAINS CHRISTMAS PART 2
By Norman Joplin

50003C The Coldstream Guardsman tries his very best to remain focused, 
eyes forward, at attention while the eye catching young lady with basket 
full of holly, teasingly holds a sprig of Mistletoe over his head. Which will 
win out ; discipline or desire ?

50013C  A British officer and his family are together 
again for Christmas at the end of the Napoleonic Wars 
The Foot Guards officer carries packages under his 
arms from a shopping trip to buy holiday gifts. His wife 
is bundled in her best winter coat and matching fur muff 
and shawl with their son leading the way beating on his 
new toy drum.

50022C Two of the King’s finest a Lifeguard and Grenadier Guard share a 
tot of cider and drink to the New Year (One no doubt free from the scourge 
of Europe and Napoleon) while a woman street vendor joins in.
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the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas
Greatest Selection in the Entire World

We stock the Book and virtually
EVERYTHING in it 

to visit our showroom… we always buy 
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack and Patrick Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

GUY
RENAUD
FLAGS

Toy Soldiers at Their Best From

Alymer, Beau Gest
Britains, Dorset
East Of India
Forward March, Frontline
Fusilier, JG Miniatures
John Eden, Marlborough
Pickelhaube, PNF
Wilson Edwards, Larsen Toys
Mariea Miniatures, Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Rosedale
RP World Models
Castings from Alymer, Andrea
Cast Molds & Supplies from
Prince August

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables

Call for an appointment 

First Legion  • King & Country • Monarch Regalia • Rodden Historical

Green’s Collectables
Toy Soldiers At Their Best

www.greenscollectables.com  •  e-mail:  ma52557@aol.com                                      
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ, 07834  •  973-627-4961            

TIME PERIODS OFFERED
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,
Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life
French Foreign Legion, Victorian Life
Present day combatants
Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets
Britains Archive & Ceremorial Collections
War Along the Nile
Tactical Scenes

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Rosedale, Beau Geste
Britains,  Dorset GBE
Frontline, Fusilier,
RP World  Models/Steadfast
Larson Toys, Alymer 
Leddy & Slack
Little Lead Soldier
Marlborough,  PNF
Tommy Atkins,  Oryon
Prince August Molds
Irregular Miniatures
Wilson Edwards
Thomas Gunn
JG Miniatures

14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 • Fax: 314-567-3314

Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE
FOR SALE  

All sets from IMPERIAL Productions, 
NZ end-of-the-product line. 

Counterpane Gallery. 
703-536-3064 or 

www.counterpanegallery.com

BELGIAN COMPOSITION 
FIGURES FOR SALE

All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido - NB - 
GJ, etc. All Series and Military - Western, 

Medieval - Circus, etc. Inquiries wel-
come. Contact: Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT 06798

Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716

Email vindotti@erols.com

  FOR SALE BUSSLER TOY SOLDIERS
Masses of Infantry/artillery/medical.

Two groups, many with original boxes.
Norm Rodriguez  901-218-7046 or at 

Memphtoysoldier@Bellsouth.net
A MESSAGE FROM ED POOLE

Shortly after you read this, a few residual 
FIVE & DIME CORPS vehicles will be 
offered on eBAY.com.  To find them, 
click on Advanced at top right of the 

home page, then on Find Items and By 
Seller and enter: edstoys222. The last 
of the COMMANDANT MINIATURES 

tanks etc. will soon follow. Thanks! - Ed

Autographed book 
Armies of the World, Britains Ltd. Lead 

Soldiers 1925-41 by Joe Wallis. 
419 pages of detailed descriptions and 
photos of military and civilian items in 

catalog number order and fully indexed. 
2,200 copies already sold. 

See website:  
www.leadsoldierbooks.com. 

$40 for U.S. delivery, Canada $50, 
Overseas $60 to Joe Wallis, 

P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203. 
Or order from author on 

Amazon.com or Amazon.co.uk.

HUGE DIMESTORE SALE
In order to reduce our inventory of 

high quality Dimestores, we are offer-
ing discounts of up to 50% on quantity 
purchases of selected Barclay, Manoil, 

Grey Iron and other American made 
Dimestores. To receive a listing of figures 
being offered in this special sale, phone 

or email your name and address to:
TOY SOLDIERS ETCETERA 

Stan & Sally Alekna
(717) 228-2361

salekna1936@yahoo.com          

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS 
OR SINGLE PIECE

Acquiring exceptionally fine quality 
figures at the highest prices: 

Especially interested in Britains, Dime 
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, 
Courtenay, Vertunni, American Soldier 

Company, Auburn Rubber, French 
Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic 

figures. Photographs will be required.  
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  
E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.  

Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WANTED
Britains Paris Office - 

Toy Soldiers and Catalogs. 
Contact: Rob Wilson.

E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED 
WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS

Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or 
better. Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

Toy Soldier Marketplace 
Advertisements Rates.

20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 
20 words. Submit ads to:

Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also 
semi solid Spenkuch and Muncklefigures 

wanted. Please send photos to 
gisbert.freber@gmx.de

The best in Britains, Dimestore and 
German Lead. Call for free catalog. 

412-343-8733

FOR SALE 
WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS

Sets. MIB from large collection. Some 1st 
editions. Discount for multiple purchases. 
Call or email for list. Norman Rodriguez 

at  901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE 
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare  
and unusual items. For free lists 
email info@normanjoplin.com 

  FOR SALE AUTHENTICAST
1950s tanks and soldiers 1” to 104”.

U.S., UK. German, Japanese, Russian.
Most with original boxes.Call or email

Norm Rodriguez 901-218-7046.
Memphtoysoldier@Bellsouth.net

FOR SALE
NEW ACQUIRED COLLECTION

Large collection of circa 2000 Britains
Heavy to Civil War, plus Napoleonic, 

Crimean, WW I, collector’s club figures. 
Also Tradition Napoleonic & Sudan,
Charles Biggs Ceremonial and WWI.

Some K&C Civil War, WWII
Norm Rodriguez 901-218-7046.
Memphtoysoldier@Bellsouth.net

WANTED
PECO red Davy Crockett accessories - 

knife, tomahawk, pemmican bag.  PECO 
tan Mint on Card Davy Crockett with red 

accessories.  Rifle from 6” Marx Davy 
Crockett - brown or black - prefer brown.  

Red PECO Davy Crockett figure.  .50 
caliber machine gun with tripod from 
PECO 2nd series GI’s or tripod only.  

John at 518 588-8310 or 
jpenzer@nycap.rr.com



64

TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2016
2016

January 31st - Sunday 2016 Florida Toy Soldier Show  Scottish Rites Masonic Hall, 2000 North D St., 
Lake Worth, Florida  Contact 954-699-6040 

February 20th - Saturday  Annandale Show Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

March 6th - Sunday The West Coast Toy Soldier Trade and Collector’s Show - ‘The West Coaster’  
9:00am to 3:00pm - 18000 Von Karman Ave, Irvine, CA 92612  Contact Phone: 760-758-5481 
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@att.net 

March 11th, 12th, 13th - Friday, Saturday and Sunday  Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA Spring Sale. 
Contact Ray Haradin 1-800-349-8009  412-343-8733  raytoys@aol.com 

dimanche 3 avril 2016 à Nanterre (92) FRANCE de 8h30 à 13 heures - Espace Chevreul - 97/109 av de la 
Liberté - Entrée libre - 60 exposants - 160 mètres de tables consacrés à la figurine - (à 10 minutes de Paris, 
prés de la Défense) - Parking gratuit, accés RER, hôtels à proximité. Réservations, renseignements Philippe 
Albaret - tél: 01 48 03 33 43 ou 06 14 61 16 18 email: geode5@hotmail.com

April 10th - Sunday Midwest Toy Soldier Show. Best Western Executive Plaza & Conference Center, 
4343 S.R. 26 East, Lafayette, Indiana 47905. Contact Rod Chapman 740-924-2531 or 
Steve Connell 734-455-0724.

April 10th - Sunday 55th North East Toy Soldier Society Toy Soldier Show and Sale
Crowne Plaza, 15 Middlesex Canal Park, Woburn, MA 9AM-3PM 

May 14th - Saturday 14th Annual Toy Soldier Show  Saturday 9AM-4PM  Virginia War Museum 
Contact www.warmuseum.com. 

May 15th - Sunday Grande bourse aux figurines de Bressols.  08:30 AM-13:00 PM. 
Contact Mr. Bruno Espinasse - 00 33 0677106762 - mail ebrubru@wanadoo.fr

May 20th, 21st - Friday and Saturday  MFCA 75th Annual Show and APG Fundraiser.  
Valley Forge Casino Resort, 1160 First Avenue, King of Prussia, PA 19406  Contact: 610-337-2000  
www.MFCAShow.com   Radisson Show Room Rate $124

June 4th - Saturday  Annandale Show Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

August 20th - Saturday Norman Joplins Old Toy Soldier and Figure Show. Holiday Inn, Bloomsbury, London  
Contact 44 1635 30535 Or Mercator Trading see ad in this issue.

September 10th - Saturday  Annandale Show Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

September 25 - Sunday CTSS/OTSN Contact Roger Garfield  Roger@chicagotoysoldiershow.com  
www.chicagotoysoldiershow.com

October 16 - Sunday Columbus Ohio Toy Soldier Show. Tall Timbers Banquet and Conference 
Center, 1381 National Road SW, Reynoldsburg, Ohio 43068. Contact Rod Chapman 740-924-2531.

December 3rd - Saturday  Annandale Show Contact: Eddie Greis 201-342-6475

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that 
before traveling, contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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757 Toy Soldiers Set French Hussars
Troopers, 7th Regiment

54mm French troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N

760 Toy Soldiers Set 7th Queen’s Own Hussars
An Officer, Trumpeter and Sergeant

54mm British troops Napoleonic Wars
Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - 

Price code N
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Tradition of London Ltd

 Tradition of London Ltd.,   www.traditionoflondonshop.com  e-mail shop@traditionoflondon.com
UK Tel +44 (0) 115 942 74 62 ROSE MINIATURES

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
6935 W. 62nd Street

Chicago, Illinois 60638
Phone (773) 229-0015

Fax (773) 229-0117
www.bryertons.com

Email: bart@bryertons.com

Dutkins’ Collectables
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

www.dutkins.com
Email: richd@dutkins.com

Hobby Bunker, Inc.
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866

www.hobbybunker.com
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Traditional style soldiers for collectors. 
www.traditionoflondonshop.com

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Ron & Helen Daniels

108 Victoria St.
South Godrich

Canada N7A 3H9
Phone 1-519-524-6804
Fax: 1-519-524-1631 

E-mail soldiers@scsinternet.com 

The Toy Soldier Company
www.toysoldierco.com

Phone number (toll free) 1-888-825-8697

Scott J. Dummitt Presents
1754 Carmel Line

Bailieboro
K0L 1B0 Ontario

Canada
E-mail gijoe@kos.net

www.gijoecanada.com

780 Toy Soldier Set Landwehr Prussian Dragoons Napoleonic War Painted
An Officer, Sergeant and Trumpeter, 54mm Prussian troops Napoleonic Wars

Price Painted £99.75, Price Unpainted each £16.45 - Price code N

All hand painted Toy Soldier sets packed in Red Boxes. Cast in quality white metal, hand painted gloss enamels. 
Available as unpainted casting/kit with colour photo.


