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American Metal 
Flamethrower Tank

Tradition
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors

Made in England by 

Tradition of London Limited . 33 Curzon Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7TR . England
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 – 5.30. Saturday 9.30 – 3.00

Tel: 020 7493 7452  . Fax: 020 7355 1224 .  Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
2121 S. Racine Avenue

Chicago . Illinois 60608
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Kings X Toy Soldiers
206 Alamo Plaza 

San Antonio . Texas 78205 
Phone (210) 226 7000 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002 
Phone (609) 428 9559

The Toy Soldier Company
100 Riverside Drive 

New York . New York 10024
Phone (212) 799 6348

Tradition USA
12924 Viking Drive 

Burnsville . Minnesota 55337 
Phone (952) 890 1634

Julius Vesz
100 Front Street West

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581

Military Miniatures
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8

Wake . Virginia 23176
Phone (804) 776 7367

TNC Enterprises 
318 Churchill Court

Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 
Phone (502) 765 5035

The Soldiery
P.O. Box 639

Syracuse . New York 13209
Phone & Fax (315) 461 0087 

To follow soon: “The Zulu War 1879”

“The French and Indian 
Wars 1750’s” 

Set no. 606 

French Infantry 1750’s 

An Officer with colour,
Officer, Drummer, two Sergeants  
and two Corporals

“The French and Indian 
Wars 1750’s”

Set no. 607 

French Infantry 1750’s 

An Officer and seven Privates
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AMERICAN METAL TOY’S TANKS
By Stan Alekna

All models of American Metal Toys (AMT) tanks are
hard to find but I think I have come up with at least one
variant to add to the list of these scarce Dimestores.
(Yes, the “D” in Dimestores should always be capitalized
as a mark of respect!!). Richard O’Brien lists the follow-
ing four AMT tanks on page 217 of his latest COLLECT-
ING AMERICAN TOY SOLDIERS book. I have added
the verbiage in brackets to further identify distinguishing
characteristics of the various models.

AMV1 Tank, throwing flame, flame touching hull [no mold markings; 4 drive wheels on each side]
AMV2 Tank, throwing flame, flame not touching hull [no mold markings; 2 drive wheels on each side
AMV3 Tank, throwing flame, “25” [on left side; flame touching hull; “MADE IN USA on right side; 4 drive 
wheels on each side]
AMV4 Tank, “22” on [left] side; [“MADE IN USA” on right side; multi barreled cannon facing rearward; 
4 drive wheels on each side]

Prices for these tanks are about the same for each model and would approach $175 if in 98% or bet-
ter condition. If you think that’s a lot, consider that these tanks are rarer than many of the American Metal
Toy soldiers that carry price tags well over $100. We do not have an AMV1 in our collection but AMV2, 3
and 4 are pictured below.

In 1994, I acquired the AMT tank labeled as AMV5 below and
believed it to be a home conversion of the unmarked AMV2 with
a tin tube inserted as a cannon barrel where the flame had been
broken off. Like many collectors, I will buy pieces that interest me
whether they are documented in the literature or not. Over the
years, this practice has resulted in the acquisition of several items
that were eventually identified as being quite rare. I thought no
more about the “converted” tank until I recently acquired yet
another AMT tank, labeled as AMV6 below, with a cannon barrel
made of what appeared to be the same tin tubing, as a replace-
ment for the missing flame. However, this tank had a “22” on the
right side and “MADE IN USA” on the left side in the same style
as AMV3 and AMV4. The plot was thickening. If AMV3 qualifies
as a variant of AMV1 simply based on the presence of mold

markings, then it is probably fair to establish that AMV6, with the flame intact, and marked as shown,
could be considered as an undocumented variant of AMV2. Voila, we have what appears to be another
variation to add to our “WANT LISTS”.

AMV2 AMV3

AMV4
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AMERICAN METAL TOY’S TANKS (Cont.)
Apart from the mold markings, other differences between

AMV5 and AMV6 are that the cannon barrel on AMV5 is 11/16”
long and painted silver whereas the cannon on AMV6 is 3/8” long
and painted khaki like the rest of the tank. The tin tubing is of the
same diameter.

Not being content to have found a new variant tank, let me
now propose the following scenario for your consideration.

We know that the large flame on the end of the thin barrel of
AMV2 is very easily broken off. I have seen several “flameless”
AMV2’s over the years and only a couple with the flame intact.
Let us assume that some, or maybe even many AMV2’s had their
flame broken off in the process of removing them from molds or
from other handling at the factory. Now could it be that the own-
ers of American Metal Toys decided that replacing the broken
flame with a cannon barrel made from a piece of common tin tub-
ing would be preferable to melting the damaged tanks down for
use in new production? And you have to admit that the tanks cer-
tainly look good with their replacement tin cannons. While think-
ing about the possibilities of such a reclamation program, I went
to the display case that holds our Barclay vehicles. My attention
was immediately drawn to Barclay’s BV56 Renault Tank. The tur-
ret, hatch and cowling where the barrel attaches to the turret are

identical to the same features on AMV2 as shown in the photograph below. Also, BV56 has a 3/8” long
cannon barrel. Exchange the rubber tires for stationary wheels, eliminate the wench/tail hook assembly
from the rear and BV56 becomes a prototype of the AMT tank.

If BV56 was in fact the prototype, then maybe
it was a natural step to salvage damaged AMT
flamethrower tanks by making them into regular
tanks. We are well aware that some toy soldier
makers, including AMT, were not above copying
some of their competitor’s figures. Just take a
look at the two riflemen shown below and quickly
determine which is the AMT figure and which is
the Manoil. And since we don’t have precise
dates on when specific figures were made, per-
haps it was Barclay and Manoil that were copying
AMT figures and tanks!

Could these AMT tanks with the tin cannon barrels be yet
another variant to seek??

In any case, l hope I have at least succeeded in convinc-
ing you that AMV2 with flame not touching the hull exists in
both the marked and unmarked versions. But I really hope
that I have hooked a few of you on my salvage theory. If
there are any more of these AMT tanks with the hollow tin
tube cannon barrel out there, please contact me and I will
submit a follow up article to OTS. However, if on the other
hand you KNOW for certain that these conversions were
home made, l would also like to have that sad news as well.

This would also result in a follow up article albeit a much sadder one. It would start with the line; “I deeply
regret to inform you that ....,” reminiscent of the sad telegrams of WWII. And if anyone out there has an
extra AMV1 or a marked AMV2 they would be willing to part with, please give me a call. Stan Alekna; 732
Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073; Phone: (717) 228-2361; FAX: (717) 228-2362; Email:
salekna@bellatlantic.net.

AMV5

AMV6

BV56 and AMV6
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HOBBY NEWS
OBITUARIES

Al Shaw
Al Shaw (Alban Peoples Shaw III) died at the age of 81 in early July from

asbestosis. This is a very sad loss to all his friends and family. Al was vital in mak-
ing the MFCA Show what it is today. Al ran the show for many years at Widener
and at Valley Forge. He made the commercial side the success it is today. Many
vendors fondly remember Al, usually in blazer and tie, helping them get estab-
lished and then visiting them to make sure all was right. Al was active almost to
the end. He was at the May show and was making plans for his bi-annual pilgrim-
age to Kulmbach. For his many services to the hobby he received awards from the
MFCA and from the World Expo in Toronto.

In all the discussion about Al (sometimes known as Chub) the word(s) gentle-
man and gentle man keep coming up, as is appropriate. Al is survived by a son
and a daughter and six grandchildren who he helped raise and two great grand-

children. In addition to the MFCA, Al was a long time member of the Company of Military Collectors and
Historians and his local Lion’s Club. His presence will be sorely missed by all that knew him.

William Young Carman F SA, F R Hist S. 1909- 2003
William Carman, known to his friends as Bill, was born in Ottawa, Canada, the

son of a professional soldier. He moved with his family to Mortlake, London in
1922, and attended school in Barnes. His father’s love of military uniforms and
model soldiers inspired his lifetime interest and work. He trained at Richmond Art
School where he met and married fellow art student, Consuelo, in 1936.

Bill served as a regular in the Royal Artillery, Essex Regiment during the 2nd
World War. His active service was terminated when his unit was bombed during
Axis hostility in Tobruk during the campaign in the Middle East, but his artistic tal-
ent enabled him to join the experimental camouflage team in Cairo, providing the
‘spoof vehicles’ that were the basis of Monty’s deceptive ‘Army’ at El Alamein.

On returning to his family in 1947, he began producing the finely modeled and
detailed metal soldiers, which were sold through quality outlets such as Hamleys
famous toyshop in London.

In 1950 he joined the Imperial War Museum, Lambeth as museum assistant. He belonged to many
Military Societies, was a founder member of several and, as his expertise grew and his reputation as a
military historian developed, became Chairman, President and Honorary/Life President of so many.

In 1965 he transferred to the National Army Museum, originally housed in an unused gymnasium in
the grounds of Sandhurst Military Academy. Under the leadership of Field Marshall Sir Gerald Templer,
he took the Museum’s modest beginnings to the present site in Royal Hospital Road. He served here, as
Deputy Director until his retirement in 1974.

Still very active in retirement, he continued in his love of military matters and was a major contributor
to the militaria societies. He produced a prodigious list of books, renowned for their depth of knowledge
and accuracy, as well as writing articles for such well known periodicals as Military Illustrated, and
Military Modeling, in addition to the Men At Arms series of booklets.

He was one of the old school of historians, who knew how to glean snippets of information from old
documents, catalogues and archives, and through thorough detective work, arrive at a sound, often novel
conclusion. His accuracy and judgement were respected by all. He shared his knowledge and skills with
generosity to everyone and his passing will long be lamented by his many friends and associates
throughout the world.

Charles Stadden
It has been announced in several of the hobby magazines that Charles Stadden died at the 

age of 83 in 2002. His son, Andrew, will continue the line. Andrew has been sculpting for many years. 
An excellent write up on Charles Stadden is at the Andrew Stadden web site: 
http://www.stadden.btinternet.co.uk/CCStadden.htm.
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HOBBY NEWS (Cont.)

DUCAL MODELS
Jack Duke

Jack Duke one of the partners of Ducal Models is at present in hospital after a heart attack on 21st
September, and is to have a by-pass operation shortly. During his stay in hospital and subsequent recov-
ery the business will continue in the capable hands of Thelma Duke and the staff at Fort Ducal. Under
the circumstances we will be unable to attend the Toy Soldier and Figure Show on 6th December 2003 at
the Royal National Hotel. Items for Christmas would normally be delivered at the Show, however any
requests for Christmas can be ordered direct from us and sent by post. Please make sure you order
early. The death of Max Schulman, our U.S.A. agent occurred earlier this year. After much consideration
we have decided not to appoint a new agent but to deal with all U.S. sales from our 
workshop at Fort Ducal, 5 Weavills Road, Eastleigh, Hants, SO50 8HQ, or catch us on the web at
www.fort-ducal.co.uk. We will be pleased to hear from you.

OLD TOY SOLDIER HOME
Craig “Bubba” McClain has the thoughts and prayers of the soldier collectors of the world. Bubba was

unable to attend this years Chicago show due to surgery. He is a fighter who always greets you with a
smile. His loyal friends of the Old Toy Soldier Home in Vista, California always come to his aid helping
keep Craig’s spirit present at the show. The staff of OTS offers their most sincere wishes to Craig and his
loving family.

BRITISH PATHE NEWS
Some Pathe Newsreels, a regular news feature shown in British Cinemas pre and post World War 2

can now be accessed via the web site www.britishpathe.com.
By going to the site and searching either the basic or advanced search facilities it is possible to view

and download the Films.
There are a number of Film clips that will be of interest to toy soldier collectors and by entering the

following ID #s the following can be viewed.

Manufacture of Toy Soldiers at the Britain's Factory.Hornsey London 1965. Film ID # 309.10:

Model of the Coronation Procession 1937. Film ID # 1232.37:

Toy Soldiers,  A look at how Toy Soldiers are made,Britain's Factory 1949. Film ID # 1271.28:

There are several other toy soldier related clips. For further information contact the Editor OTS
info@normanjoplin.com 

NEW TOY SOLDIER SHOP FOR CHICAGO
Bart Bryerton of Bryertons Military Miniatures has announced that he hopes to open his Toy Soldier

Shop in Chicago within weeks of this issue of OTS going to press, for further information contact bryer-
tons@aol.com or visit the Web Site www.bryertons.com.
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Dimestore Breakfast
By Ray Haradin

The 5th Annual Dimestore Breakfast was held on Saturday,
September 27th in conjunction with the OTS show. This event was
founded by Donald Hovde and has continued to grow since his
death in 2001. The Breakfast was the largest to date. An additional
table was rushed in to accommodate the gathering of nearly 50 avid
Dimestore collectors and dealers. If you have never attended the
breakfast, it offers collectors and dealers the chance to gather and
exchange information. In keeping with tradition, the event started
with Christian Keller leading the pledge of allegiance. We then had
a Dimestore show and tell in which people brought oddities they
had collected over the past year. This year there were many inter-
esting pieces which could be inspected and examined. It was a
chance to view first hand the Elastolin School Room (V27 #2, pg

33) and Ron
Eccle's Lincoln
Log Snow White
and the Seven Dwarfs (V27 #2, pg 35). Ron also produced a
commemorative copy of the Tommy Toy Jack and Jill figure.
Nearly every attendee purchased the figure but there are still a
small number available through Ron. Marv Breitlow brought his
"At the Post" which is one of the great Dimestore sets. Another
oddity was Don Boyden's Lincoln Log previously unknown and
unnamed "Two Horn" version of the "Three Horn" Dinosaur
which, like many recent finds, turned up on the internet. (See
Reconnaissance in this issue.)

Everyone settled in and had some breakfast. Kathy Paul
presided over the meeting and introduced the first speaker-
Toledo's own Joe Saine. Joe, with the help of several collectors,

displayed an impressive array of modern Dimestore figures. Joe
discussed many of the modern producers from Ed Poole to Ron
Eccles. He is interested in compiling information about as many
of these producers as possible. It is a very difficult job since
many of the manufacturers produced for a very limited times and
produced a very small number of figures. Based on the notion of
"Today's soldiers are tomorrow's antiques", Joe would like to
save the history of these manufactures before the information is
lost forever. If you have information on any of these small manu-

facturers, contact
Joe Saine. Look
forward to his arti-
cles about this sub-
ject in the future. 

After Joe completed his 15 minute presentation it was my turn
to take the podium. The topic I chose to speak on was entitled
"Your Collection and the Market". I outlined some simple steps
every collector should perform to protect their collections. The
response from the collectors was so great that the details of the
lecture will follow. Kathy Paul then closed the breakfast with special
thanks to Charlie O'Brien, the organizer of the event who, unfortu-
nately, could not attend. Verne Johnson and Don Peilin were also
singled out for their efforts along with all the attendees who made
the morning gathering possible. Please plan on attending next
year's Breakfast.

Peter and Kathy Paul hosted 
the Dimestore Breakfast

Joe Saine with examples of New Dimestore Products
illustrating his Breakfast presentation.

Marv Breitlow with his ‘Show & Tell’  
Dimestore at the Post.

Ron Eccles once again produced a limited edition
Dimestore piece for the breakfast in the form of a

reproduced Tommy Toy Jack & Jill
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Dimestore Breakfast (Cont.)

"Your Collection and the Market"
by Ray Haradin

When asked to speak at the annual Dimestore Breakfast in
conjunction with the OTS show in Chicago, I quickly accepted the
invitation. After several weeks of internal debate, I decided that I
should speak about the subject that I know best, the antique and
collectible market.  An aspect of the market that many collectors
partially or completely ignore is to develop a plan which will be
used when their collection is sold. Despite robust statements like "I
will never sell" or "I don't collect for the money", virtually every col-
lection makes it to the auction block one day.  Statements like the
aforementioned illustrate the passion and commitment shown by
collectors in order to build great collections; however, these state-
ments are usually made when the collector is actively buying in
their 40's and 50's.  Much of the thrill in collecting is "the chase".
Once you have obtained many of your wanted figures and your
purchases dwindle to a few figures every year, the thrill begins to diminish. Combine this with your increasing
age and the realization that your collection will be sold and that it is an investment; a plan should be in place
which will give you or your family a starting point to sell the collection.  Most great collections are built over
decades. It amazes me to see collections which were painstakingly created sold at a moments notice.  There
are five steps all collectors should perform which will be of significant benefit to themselves or their families
when it is time for the collection to be passed on to the next generation of collectors.

Ray Haradin delivering his 
Dimestore Breakfast presentation

1) MAKE A LIST  It is surprising how many collectors don't know
what they own.  Every collection should have a listing, with at least
one copy kept off premises, which accurately represents what is in
your collection. This copy should have a date and is best if accom-
panied with a video or photographs. Many collectors enjoy cata-
loging their collections; however, if you are one of the many who
does not, a simple figure count can be of great use. It is also a good
idea to take pictures of your shelves periodically. When I return from
a trip and have a roll of film with several unexposed frames, I finish
the roll taking pictures of my shelves. These photos are fun to return
to in the future. Collections change over time. 

2) APPRAISE YOUR COLLECTION  You may pay for a profes-
sional appraisal. However, as a collector you know much about the
value of your collection. You know how much you have paid for your
figures, you know when you bought them and you know the condi-
tion. Once you have a listing, it is relatively simple to assign values
and determine what you consider to be fair market value. This num-
ber should accompany your listing and again will be of tremendous
benefit to your family if they must sell. If you do not wish to share
this information with them, it is a good idea to leave a copy of the
appraised value with your important documents.  Negotiations are
much less stressful if your family has an idea of what they are deal-
ing with.

3) INSURE YOUR COLLECTION  The dichotomy of insurance is,
if you fully insure your collection the premiums you pay generally off-
set the appreciation of your collection. I still recommend insurance
and in many instances your collection will be covered under the con-
tents portion of your homeowners insurance. Generally, insurance
companies offer replacement value of your home's contents up to
half of the value of your home's value. Thus, if you home is insured
for $200,000 you will have $100,000 in content value. Use the
appraised value and determine if you are adequately insured. A pro-
fessional appraisal is best if the items have been in the family for a
long period, over 20 years. If the collection has been built within
recent history receipts are extremely valuable. Insurance companies

like receipts; however they are often not given in the heat of the
exchange. Although rates vary, the insurance industry generally
assumes that collectibles appreciate at 5 percent a year. They will
compare this value based on your receipts with the appraised value.
If there is a large discrepancy between the adjusted purchase price
and the appraised value, a professional appraisal should be
obtained. It is also a good idea to save any information you have on
unique items such as auction results and for sale lists.  

4) PROPERLY STORE YOUR COLLECTION  The elements can
quickly diminish the value of your collection. Make sure that you col-
lection is safely housed or stored. Collections should be stored in the
living areas of a home. You may take storage facilities to the
extreme, but generally if you have central air conditioning the tem-
perature and humidity will remain relatively constant. Make sure that
the person in charge of your estate realizes this and does not pack
everything up and move it to the damp basement or hot attic for stor-
age while the estate is being settled.

5) CREATE THE PLAN  You are the person best suited to make
the decision on whether or not it is time to sell and if the price is
right.  Most collectors have some sort of plan. However, this should
be put in writing so that your family or estate has some direction and
information. With the use of the inventory and appraisal, your benefi-
ciaries will be in a much better position to negotiate a fair deal.
Many times collectors make preliminary deals with dealers or auction
houses with instructions on what to do in case of their deaths. Make
sure that your family is aware of these plans. Leave the name of a
very trusted collector friend who should be contacted first.  It is very
nice to have someone who understands the hobby to talk to before
you contact potential buyers. Include a listing of dealers and auction
houses that you trust and would like to be considered when it is time
to sell.

If you perform these simple steps and review them every other year,
the soldiers that have brought you so much pleasure and enjoyment
to you will in their own way bring that enjoyment to your family.
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A Visit to Kulmbach 
by Steve Sommers 

Kulmbach is a bi-annual August toy figure show.  Taking its
name from the south central German town which hosts it, this
Zinnfiguren Borse is a three-day event.  The show fills a can-
vas-roofed town square.  OTS has covered Kulmbach most
recently in a terrific article by Michael Henry, OTS Vol. 20, #4.
Little has changed since Michael wrote except that there are a
growing number of dealers
selling full round, old and
new figures. Despite this,
probably 90% of the space
is still displays of brilliant

silver flats, the traditional European collectible.  Flats seemed to
shine especially this August in the midst of Europe's hottest summer
in years.  It was nearly a hundred degrees outside and even hotter in
the tented hall. I saw no flats melt, but I believed that they might!

Most of the sellers and shop-
pers were from the Continent, but
Steve Hare of Tradition London
came across the channel to show
his wares.  OTSN Show regular
Joe Shimek made the trek from Texas; assisted by friend Ray Bell,
Joe filled two tables with his Heyde-like Potsdammer figures.  Joe's
exploding battleship toy was the hit of the show for several kids,
including the grandson of Paris toy maker Alexis Poliakoff.  Two
German dealers, Werner Klotzsche and Dieter Schwarz, also had
especially well made Heyde
reproductions. Old figures
were offered by Gisbert
Freber, Walter Badusche
and Old German Toy Figure
author Hans Henning Roer.
Newest Heyde author
Markus Grein was there
signing copies of his just off
the press Heyde company
history and promoting the

fabulous Dresden Georg Heyde Exhibition he put together; it
runs through this Fall. (See related stories on the Exhibition and
my review of Marcus's fine book.)  

Kulmbach was a great trip; it was Josey's and my first trip to
Germany, and we hope to go back in 2005.  The town is
renowned for its castle museum with fabulous dioramas of flats,
but hunt for the small room on the fifth floor; it has old full round
figures worth the climb.  Kulmbach is about an hour drive north
of the pre-War toy-making city of Nuremberg and there are great
sites to see; we did five toy museums in the area!  Germany was
beautiful; new and old friends were great and, oh yes, there is
the local beer and the fine Franconian wines. But then, who
would be interested in that?

SHOW REPORT

Alexis Poliakoff and Gisbert Freber

Markus Grein and Joe Shimek

The Show Venue

Gisbert Freber
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Michigan Summer Toy Soldier Show
by Michael Mattimore

On Sunday, July 20th, toy soldier collectors
and enthusiasts who normally brave bone-chill-
ing temperatures, wind-blown snow, gusting
winds and treacherously icy roads in order to
attend the Michigan Toy Soldier Show, discov-
ered that there doesn’t have to be snow on the
ground (or whipping through the air) for them to
enjoy what has become the biggest and best of
the Midwest regional shows.  

This show is normally held on the last
Sunday in January at the Holiday Inn on Six
Mile Rd. in Livonia, one of Detroit’s western
suburbs.  Over the years, it has become some-
what of a test of endurance and committment
for dealers and collectors alike.  Last January,
for example, found OTS Editor Norman Joplin in
a ditch somewhere in Northern Indiana, wondering if he was really meant to go to Detroit at that time
of year.  However, inclement weather has never seemed to dampen the enthusiasm of those who
swell through the gate even on the most inhospitable of days.  But the prospect of clear blue skies,
lots of sun and no snow proved just too hard to resisit.  Show organiser Rick Berry said that he had to
order a number of additional tables due to the high dealer response to the idea of a summer show.

All of the usual Midwest dealers were in attendance, many of them “old hands” at this particular
show.  Long-time participants like Joe Saine, Carlos Araujo, Donald Case and K. Warren Mitchell
joined a significant number of folks from the East Coast who made the long trek to Michigan.  Matt
Murphy of the Hobby Bunker in Malden, Massachusets, was just one of the many “easterners” who

had journeyed westward for the event.  His impressive display of
old and new plastics was hard to beat.  Of course, displays of the
magnificent new Russian-made figures were very much in evi-
dence and, as always, drew considerable attention.  Overall, a
wide range of contemporary and vintage figures were on offer,
with a breakdown of about 40% new-production figures, 30% older
figures & 30% plastics.  Amazingly, attendance was actually slight-
ly less than that of a usual winter show, but overall, dealers in all
three areas reported that sales were generally brisk throughout the
day.  Apparently, the guys at Michigan Toy Soldier were encour-
aged by the response to their experiment, as another summer
show is scheduled for July of 2004.  Of course, the winter show
will continue as always and is set for January 18th, with a special
toy soldier auction to be held at noon on Saturday the 17th, the
day before the show, making for an entire weekend of great toy
soldier activity. 

SHOW REPORT

Rick & Doug of Michigan Toy Soldier organizers of the Livonia Show

Bob Luyckx and grandson Jake
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SHOW REPORT

23rd ANNUAL
OLD TOY SOLDIER SHOW
Hyatt Regency, Woodfield

Shaumburg, Illinois
September 2003
By Norman Joplin

Reports for the "Chicago show have appeared in Old Toy Soldier magazine
each year since the show was started 23 years ago.

This years report takes a look at a little of what goes on behind the scenes as
well as paying tribute to the show organizers, dealers and collectors who make
what has become an annual pilgrimage to the worlds largest toy soldier show.

Perhaps the word "show" does not do justice to the event, convention or even toy soldier experience may
be a better term.

Show Chairman Don Pielin assisted by his partner Steve Sommers work tirelessly throughout the year
ensuring that all participants are suitably accommodated, many dealers like to be "housed' in the same bed-
room each year for the now famous room trading that takes place prior to the Sunday show.

The Hyatt Regency is often used for training new Hyatt front desk staff, who are somewhat thrust into
what can only be described as a mad house as dealers, collectors and toy soldier enthusiasts arrive as early
as Tuesday prior to the show to check in.

Room bookings and inquiries are handled in a most professional manner and with the prior organizational
skills and planning of Don and partners everyone is "housed" to their satisfaction.

Convention services manager Heather Doughlin and her staff together with catering departments at the
hotel are well equipped to handle the sudden onslaught of those checking in and so the week begins.

Dealers arriving early in the week usually have vast amounts of stock which must be transported to their
designated bedroom. This task is undertaken by a number of Bellmen (including Jason  who has worked at
the hotel for a number of years and has carried the stock of yours truly on at least ten occasions) in a most
efficient and caring manner.

Once set up, bedrooms begin to open as early as Wednesday on both the 4th and 5th floors. This earlier
set up and opening bears testimony to the commitment shown by dealers who have traveled from afar.

As the week progresses, more and more rooms open up, until by
Saturday some 180 to 200 rooms are occupied and open for view-
ing.

Guests have great service by the maids who quickly clean the
rooms each day, taking care not to knock over the figures and dis-
plays set up in each room. The hotel has an excellent restaurant, but
for those not wishing to leave their room to eat, the Hotel catering
room service is fast and efficient.

Want to contact a fellow guest or find out if that elusive figure is
still for sale in room 5105?, no problem, just dial zero and Madlynn
and Sue the cheerful and helpful switchboard operators will connect
you in a flash.

If you do decide to take a break, perhaps because your spouse is
putting a little pressure on you, then one of the largest shopping
malls in America is right across the street.

The Woodfield Mall is massive and has most of the well known
department stores, specialty stores and restaurants.

The hotel shuttle bus leaves and picks up on the hour, the Mall is
too far to walk for most yet not far enough to drive.

Show Chairman
Don Pielin with
hotel convention
manager 
Heather Doughlin
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SHOW REPORT (Cont.)

23rd ANNUAL OLD TOY SOLDIER SHOW
Those who want to see a little of Chicago itself can contact the Avis rent a car desk, where Barb will be glad

to help with maps and directions, or for a bit of luxury call My Chauffeur Limousine and go in style.
The Chicago Show, as it has become known, is a time to meet old friends and make new ones and

exchange stories about the finds throughout the year. Many dinner parties are organized as friends get together
to exchange views on the hobby at Knuckles, the hotel bar. Barman Bob has seen many years of duty and looks
forward to serving the "Toy Soldier Crowd" each evening as collectors and traders relax after a days trading.

Toy Soldier Collectors, Dealers and Manufactures specializing in Old Lead, New Toy Soldiers, Plastics, Flats
and Composition come not only from all over the US and Canada, but from around the world.

International participants this year included the UK and Northern Ireland, France,Germany, Belgium,
Hong Kong, South America, Australia, Russia and China.

By Saturday evening, the quantities of toy soldiers and figures
that have changed hands must run into many thousands. One may
think that things are now starting to subside; think again, this is the
Chicago show and every minute counts.

From 4pm until 6pm, in the fourth floor suite of Don Pielin, the
traditional Old Toy Soldier Show hospitality room is open, the
famous bathtub of beer is manned by Seattle collector Verne
Johnson, Steve and Jo Sommers serve wine and sodas, while Don
and the Pielin Family register the traders, issue the show pins and
allocate the tables for the following days show. Dealers and collec-
tors alike file into the room and the noise at times from excitable
groups necessitates many raised voices in order to be heard above
the noise, as again old acquaintance's are renewed and new participants welcomed.

Hospitality over, it is back to the bedrooms for that last minute trading before Sundays show
approaches. It is time for the stock to packed again ready for the move to the the show venue.

Sunday morning the Bellmen are once again ready with their golden carts and so the massive task of
transporting everyone and their goods begins, the elevators creak with the strain as everything is moved
to the ground floor and soon the three main Ballrooms and anterooms are being filled with toy soldiers.
Don Pielin reported again that the show was sold out and a waiting list for tables is effective for 2004.

By 9am the line for admission is forming and by the 10am entry time the line stretches out of the
hotel lobby to the street.

Don's wife, Linda, assisted by daughter Kate and sons in law Rudy and Ian, take the admission fees.
Steve and Jo Sommers are aided by security men Jim Pogwitz and Marv Breitlow directing traffic, first of

all guiding the waiting collectors down to the lower
Ballroom.

The attendance is once again a record one and the
venue is filled almost to capacity, trading is brisk all day
and as the show starts winding down around 3pm, tables
are cleared, soldiers are packed away, and yes - here
come the Bellmen again to get everyone loaded back into
their vehicles for the long trek home or to the Limos for
the airport connections to O’ Hare some 9 miles away.

The show has once again been a huge success and
the only tinge of sadness is that we have to wait another
year before we can do it again.

There is a saying that "There is no place like Home" --
True, but if you cannot be at Home this is the next best
place.

Next year is year 24 and the date is Sunday
September 26th.

Assistant OTS Editor Philip
Dean from the UK with son
Barnaby
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Kate (Don Pielin’s daughter)
Linda (Don’s wife) and son-
in-law Ian take admissions
to the show

Jim Pogwitz - OTS security Donny Fisher
with mother

Barbara

Michael O’Donnell from California Paul Hermann
from the
Wisconsin 
Toy Soldier
Shoppe

L to R: Ray Haradin, Rob Wilson, Phil Minervino and 
Alvin Whitehead

Russ Bednarek
-OTS New 
figure 
reviewer 
and General
Inspection
columnist

Joe Shimek
with the New
Heyde book
by Markus
Grein - (See 
book review in
this issue)

Pat Nicholson 
with his WW2 
Jeep parked 
outside the 
Hyatt show 
venue

Francois Beaumont -
Cleaned out Marshall

Fields department
store

Ani and Paul Kemkennian

PHOTO GALLERY (Cont.)
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Pennsylvania Collections LtoR Bob Shulman, Kent Kline, 
George Case, Bob Shoulberg, Alan Ernst and Bud Born

Sue Joplin 
at the 
editors table

OTS Staff - Cartoonist Roger Garfield
and wife Jan

Collector Bill Grant from Massachusetts

Dick Pielin with
the Pielin

Brothers table

Ed Fitzgerald
regular OTS
contributorMarv Breitlow

with some 
additions to 
his collection

Carol and Jim Hillestad of the 
Toy Soldier Pennsylvania

Glenn Smith - 
Looking for 
plastics to 
add to his 
collection 

PHOTO GALLERY (Cont.)
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L to R: Frank Johnson, Phil Minervino
and Lenoir Josey

Karen and Don Boyden 
having their first 

OTSS table

John and Mary Rollins

Norman Rodriegas and 
Michael Mattimore

Patrick Adams from England - The British Toy Soldier CompanyTom Reilly and friend Gary at Tom’s mother 
Marion Reilly’s Table

PHOTO GALLERY (Cont.)
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PHOTO GALLERY (Cont.)

Ron RaceJack Carleton’s Mignot room - Le Petit Toy Soldat

Allen Hickling (UK) - First time visitor to Chicago (right)
and regular OTS contributor via his Fort Articles. 

Bob Fisher

Vectis Auctions - 
Bryan Goodall and Peter Rumsey

Adrian Little another First time
visitor from the UK brought a

comprehensive selection of
Plastic Figures

Warren Mitchell and Joe Wallis

THE PRE SHOW ROOM TRADING
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PHOTO GALLERY (Cont.)
23 YEARS SERVICE

The following photos show those dealers who have attended every OTS Show

Ron Hillman Merrill and Sheri Morris, Candi and Jeff Caufield

Gene Parker and Jim Casey Dale Pauwels and 
Gary Linden

Young enthusiasts attending Old Toy Soldiers 23rd Show were each presented with a gift from Conte Collectibles. 
Don Pielin, Show Chairman is shown here with some of the youngsters and their gifts.
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MMSI Show Report
by Norman Joplin

The Military Miniature Society of Illinois held their annual show at the
Oakbrook Hyatt, in Chicago this fall.

Displays of fine sculptured and intricately painted figures are a feature
each year for enthusiasts of Military Miniatures.

A vendors area is open Friday evening with the show on Saturday
being followed by seminars and prize presentations for the various model-
ing categories.

The society magazine The Scabbard - editor Dick Pielin, is available as
part of the MMSI membership package. Those wishing further information
should contact Andy Hansen, Treasurer MMSI, 5012 Kenneth Drive,
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014.

Show Chairman Dave Peschke extended a warm and courteous wel-
come to all and echoed the words of the MMSI Show brochure in providing
a unique mix of midwestern hospitality, modeling exhibition and seminars.

First started in 1975, next years show is scheduled for 16 October 2004.

SHOW REPORT (Cont.)

Dave Peschke, 
MMSI Show Chairman

Medieval Knights, Diorama using Courtenay, Selwyn Smith
Britains, Ping, Hornung, Alymer, etc. created by Marc Gaines

Britains Entry - Form Square by Al Piper

See us at the following shows:
• British Toy Soldier and Figure Show

London December 6, 2003

• Florida Toy Soldier and Action Figure Show
February 8, 2004

Old Toy Soldier Representatives will be at the above
shows and look forward to meeting you.
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ATTENTION
Show Managers

IT PAYS TO 
ADVERTISE

Place your show ads in Old Toy Soldier for 
maximum exposure to collectors worldwide!
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General Admission $7.00

SATURDAY,
February 14, 2004

EARLY BUYER
Friday, February 13, 2004 12 NOON $50.00
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24th CHICAGO

Sunday, September 26, 2004

Show Information: Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive, Streamwood, Illinois 60107

Telephone 630-497-1239
Email: dimestores@aol.com 
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The Dresden Exhibition 
by Steve Sommers 

My wife Josey and I chose to go to
Germany this summer so that we could see
the George Heyde Exhibition created by
Markus Grein in Dresden, the company's
home.  Even if we had not been welcomed
by good friends, the Frebers and the
Roers, attended the Kulmbach Zinnfiguren
show, and been able to visit fabulous sites
including the Nuremberg toy museum, the
Heyde in Dresden would have been reason
enough for the trip.  

Markus Grein, the Heyde expert,

"Professor Heyde,"
combined the best
of his collection
with the most spe-
cial pieces from a
dozen other collec-
tions for this one-
time-only exhibit.
The Museum Fur
Sachsische
Volkshunst is on
the opposite side
of the river from
the Baroque cen-
ter of Dresden still being reconstructed, stone by stone,
sixty years after much of that city was destroyed in
February of 1945.  

There were few signs of that war in the dozens of bright
glass cases of Heyde production in the museum. Despite
the steep climb up old circular stairs to the third floor exhi-
bition room, my first impulse was to run from case to case

down the fifty-foot room.  I reminded myself
that I am an adult, and that I could be confi-
dent that the cases would not disappear in a
toy soldier nightmare.  Magical it was, howev-
er!  Although I've collected Heyde figures for
twenty years, most of the exhibition was items
that I'd never seen before and all of it was
rare.  Markus had conceived the display that
way-not as a Heyde catalog, but showing the
essence and scope of Heyde production
through items which would amaze even the
experienced eye.  What a success!
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The Dresden Exhibition (Cont.)

Among the most remarkable was Heyde's ancient Olympic Games set, a Roman catapult, a paper-
covered tin castle, and a South-West Africa colonial science hospital with a seated doctor looking through
a microscope.  Equally fabulous was a parade of carriages for the 1901 wedding of Netherlands Queen
Wilhelmina, 10cm mounted Boer personality figures, a 22cm mounted lancer, unusual motor vehicles,
metal-based multi-figure groups and rare knick-knacks by the score.  

Sadly, this spectacular runs only from June
through November 2003, when these Heyde mar-
vels all return to collector's shelves; happily much
of the exhibition is preserved in Markus Grein's new
Heyde history.  (See the review in this issue for
more comment.)

Gisbert Freber and Jo Sommers
The above pictures of the exhibits from the Dresden
Exhibition courtesy Steve Sommers.



P - Black Watch Operating 
Table $115. 

Q - Red Cross Flag
Bearer $35.

R - 4-Figure Campfire Scene $115. 

A - Blackwatch 6-Figure Action Set #1 $115. 

G - Blackwatch Mounted Officer $35.

J - Madhist on Camel $55.
N - Madhist on Camel $55. 

E - Two Blackwatch
Wounded $39.50 

F - Blackwatch Standard
Bearer $35.

WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING (NOT PICTURED)

H - Blackwatch Mounted Officer & Soldier
Listening to Orders $55.
M - Egyptian on Cavalry $35.
S - 6-Figure Action Set #3 $115.
T - 6-Figure Action Set #4 $115.
U - 4-Figure Forward Party $75.

I - Blackwatch Stretcher Bearer Sets $65. 

D - Blackwatch 5-Figure Forward 
Party $95. 

O - Three Dead Madhists $65. 

K -Eight Charging Madhists $165. 

C - Blackwatch 6-Figure Medical Set $120. 

L - Two Madhist Cavalry $79.

B - Blackwatch 6-Figure 
Action Set #2 $115. 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures presents the return of H&M of Great Britain. This great

old favorite of many years has come back again thanks to John Eden of John Eden

Studios. This first series depicts the Black Watch and the Madhists going at it.

Exclusively sold by Bryerton’s Military Miniatures

Military Miniatures
BRYERTON’S

2121 S. RACINE - CHICAGO, IL 60608 P: 312-666-2800 X-202 - F: 312-666-9755 - E: Bryertons@aol.com - www.bryertons.com
Visa, MasterCard, American Express or check accepted. IL residents add 7% sales tax. Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 

We also have other fine products available, send $10 for a catalog refundable with first order. 

Please visit our showroom (by appointment only).

SIZE 54mm

L-1 

L-2 

L-3 

L-4 
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The following is a small sample of the Mill's Men line:

CAT # DESCRIPTION PRICE
MM-1025L U.S. CIVIL WAR: UNION FLAG BEARER - with large battlefield flag $8.00
MM-1041 U.S. CIVIL WAR: UNION BUGLER $8.00
MM-1413 U.S. CIVIL WAR: CONFEDERATE, reloading, ramming charge $8.00
MM-1524 U.S. CIVIL WAR: CONFEDERATE OFFICER, standing, firing pistol $8.00
MM-2612 ZULU WARS: 24th FOOT, MULE HANDLER $8.00
MM-2709 MULE WITH LOAD OF SUPPLIES $10.00
MM-3050 WW II: GERMAN INFANTRY, advancing $8.00
MM-3232 WW I: US PRIVATE, kneeling, firing $8.00
MM-3255 WW I: BRITISH MULE HANDLER (use with MM-2709) $8.00
MM-5222 NAPOLEONIC WARS: FRENCH INFANTRYMAN, standing, firing $8.00
MM-5224 NAPOLEONIC WARS: FRENCH GRENADIER A PIED, at attention $8.00
MM-P1 NAPOLEON BONAPARTE $8.00
MM-P100 GENERAL GEORGE S. PATTON $8.00
MM-P125 FIELD MARSHAL ERWIN ROMMEL $8.00
MM-CV56 MAN AND DANCING BEAR $16.00

Shipping - $6 per order UPS in continental US; $10 per order for Alaska, Hawaii, PO Boxes, A/FPO's

Call for a free, complete listing of Mill's Men or send $7 for our complete Kits Catalog.
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World War II Through the Eyes of DURSO
By Vincent J. Russo and Patrice Servais

IINNTTRROODDUUCCTTIIOONN
As we have reported in past articles, the Durso Company officially opened in Liege, Belgium by the

founder and owner, Michel Klimov, on February 1, 1938. Prior to this date however, Mr.Klimov produced
composition figures in his home. These were marked “Fabrication Belge” or “Belgium”, and mostly depict-
ed combatants soon to be involved in the “upcoming” World War II.

In 1938, a prominent Dutch Toy dealer, Michel Meijer, placed an order with Mr. Klimov for a series of
figures representing the Dutch Army. (Many believe that this helped launch Mr. Klimov and Durso into a
business that would last fifty years.)

Mr. Meijer reportedly made this request because he was most dissatisfied with the “German” manu-
facturers. He somehow felt that the German figures did not accurately represent the uniforms and equip-
ment of other countries. Indeed, what was usually done was to put a new head (for different countries),
on the bodies of German soldiers and simply change the color of the uniform. As an example, from these
early years we find Belgian, Dutch or English soldiers, throwing a “Superb” German hand grenade.

This article will not attempt to capture all of the Durso production depicting the Military aspects of
World War II, however we will show, through photos, representative figures of the Armies involved in this
great struggle, using a chronological series of significant events.

TTHHEE WWAARR IINN EEUURROOPPEE
Understandably, being a European company, Durso concentrated all of its efforts in the production of

Military figures involved in the War in Europe. To our knowledge, Mr. Klimov did not produce any figures
depicting the “War in the Pacific”.

Durso was very careful to represent each country in its authentic uniform, so even as the war pro-
gressed, and uniforms changed and evolved, so the Durso figures also evolved. Every effort was made
to represent, as accurately as possible, the Armies of the combatants in the war.

CCHHRROONNOOLLOOGGYY OOFF EEVVEENNTTSS
For Europe, World War II began on September 1,1939 and ended on May 8, 1945.

SEPTEMBER 1,1939 - GERMANY INVADES POLAND. 
SEPTEMBER 3,1939 - FRANCE and ENGLAND DECLARE WAR on GERMANY. 

*Sailor was also made with blue uniforms. 
**Note the use of the “Ventral bag”. As the war progressed,the use of these bags 

was eliminated,and so was its depiction in Durso figures (See photo 17). 

MAY 10,1940 - GERMANY ATTACKS HOLLAND, FRANCE, BELGIUM, 
and LUXENBOURG. 

MAY 15,1940 - HOLLAND SURRENDERS. 
MAY 28,1940 - BELGIUM SURRENDERS.

GERMANS L to R: SS Officer-Sailor in White*, Naval Officer,
and Force in action

BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE L to R: Throwing Grenade**, 
On the March**, Officer with Staff-Drummer**, Officer Attacking
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World War II Through the Eyes of DURSO (Cont.)

*Fusiliers were naval personnel assigned to protect and defend strategic sites such as arsenals,
communication centers, etc. They were also trained as “Commandos” for special operations. 

**This figure was also made in White uniform.

DUTCH L to R: Throwing Grenade, Telephone Operator, Marching with
Slung Rifle, “Fusilier” Throwing Grenade*, Sailor at attention**

BELGIAN MOUNTAIN TROOPS L to R: Helping wounded, 
Border Guard, Officer with Map, Bicycle Patrol

BELGIAN ARMY with ADRIAN HELMET L to R: Officer in Gas Mask, Officer
Charging, Standing Flagbearer, Officer in coat, Throwing Grenade

BELGIAN ARMY with ADRIAN HELMET L to R: Soldier with
back pack, firing, Assisting wounded

BELGIAN ARMY with ADRIAN HELMET L to R: Bass Drummer, Tuba,
Marching with Slung Rifle, Drummer

BELGIAN ARMY with ADRIAN HELMET L to R: 
Parade Drummer, Drum Major, Marching Flagbearer

BELGIAN CAVALRY with ADRIAN HELMET L to R: Soldier-
Officer, Bugler

BELGIAN CAVALRY with ADRIAN HELMET L to R: Officer in coat
with Sword, Flagbearer in coat
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World War II Through the Eyes of DURSO (Cont.)

JUNE 10,1940 - ITALY DECLARES WAR on FRANCE
JUNE 22,1940 - FRANCE SURRENDERS

*FRENCH “Liberation” Forces wore uniforms similar to Americans but with a little French Flag emblem on the arm.
**Most historians depict the French Army in light blue uniforms and Adrian helmets, but in 1940 nearly all the troops 
wore light khaki uniforms. Durso produced all French figures with Adrian Helmets in Blue and in light Khaki uniforms. 

FEBRUARY 2, 1941 - BELGIAN CONGOLESE 
“Force Publique” Attacks 
Abyssinia (Annexed by 
Italy in 1936)

JUNE 22, 1941 - GERMANY ATTACKS RUSSIA

NOVEMBER 8, 1942 - ALLIED LANDING in
NORTH AFRICA
(OPERATION “TORCH”)

JULY 10, 1943 - ALLIED LANDING in SICILY
SEPTEMBER 8, 1943 - ITALY SURRENDERS
SEPTEMBER 13, 1943 - ALLIED LANDING in CORSICA
JUNE 6, 1944 - “D-DAY”, ALLIED LANDING in NORMANDY (OPERATION “OVERLORD”)

ITALIAN ARMY L to R: Soldier Firing
“European” Uniform), Officer

Presenting Sword (“African” uniform) FRENCH FORCES L to R: “Liberation”
Officers*, Naval Officer, Officer with

Sword in Blue Uniform**
FRENCH FORCES L to R: Sailor in Blue, “Liberation”

Flagbearer*, Alpine Troop, Sailor in White

FORCED PUBLIQUE L to R: Native soldier with Bicycle, Native Marching 
with Flag, White soldier with Slung Rifle, Native Soldier Firing

RUSSIAN ARMY L to R: Officer Marching with Sword,
Wounded with 2 Comrades, Standing firing Rifle

RUSSIAN ARMY L to R: Lying Firing Rifle, Charging
with Rifle, Officer with Binoculars, Flagbearer,

Kneeling Firing Rifle
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World War II Through the Eyes of DURSO (Cont.)

*Note the absence of the “Ventral bags”

SEPTEMBER 3, 1944 - LIBERATION of BRUSSELS
MARCH 7, 1945 - AMERICAN TROOPS ENTER

GERMANY
MAY 8, 1945 - GERMANY SURRENDERS

PPOOSSTT WWAARR
After the formal end of hostilities in Europe, Durso

continued to make WW2 figures to satisfy the “Special
requests” of customers. These were produced in rela-
tively low quantities, but still were authentic in every
detail. These figures were generally “Uncataloged” and
understandably, are very rare today.

CCOONNCCLLUUSSIIOONN
The Authors sincerely hope that we successfully

illustrated the excellent “quality of production”, and the
“Attention to detail”, that the Durso Company exhibited
in the manufacture of the Military figures of the countries
involved in the European theater of World War II.

To complete the Military scene, you have noted that
Durso produced figures other than “Soldiers in Combat”. Wounded, Communications and Parade are just
some of the figures that were designed to reconized the contributions and importance of all phases of the
conflict.

All these composition figures are truly a tribute to the talent, imagination, and integrity of Michel Klimov.
We invite you to find out more about the Durso Company by visiting the Durso Website at:

http://users.skynet.be/DURSO

AACCKKNNOOWWLLEEDDGGEEMMEENNTT
Photos by Veronique Servais

EEDDIITTOORRSS NNOOTTEE
See the advertisement for the book, “Composition figures of Belgium - 

The DURSO Company” by Vincent J. Russo, Bertel Bruun and Lucien Maris on page 69 of this issue. 

ENGLISH ARMY L to R: Soldier marching with Slung Rifle*,
Drummer, “Tommy”-Soldier with Tommy Gun

AMERICAN ARMY L to R: Seated Soldier waving
“Hello”, Officer marching, MP with Slung Rifle,

Flagbearer, Soldier with Slung Rifle

BELGIAN LIBERATION ARMY (PIRONS BRIGADE)* L to R:
Telephone Operator, Officer Saluting, Flagbearer, 

Officer Charging

*Pirons Brigade were Belgian Troops who were
trained in England. They wore English Helmets and
uniforms closely resembling those of the British,but
there were subtle differences,which were accurately
depicted bt Durso. Piron’s Brigade participated on 

D-Day and in the liberation of Brussels.
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PLASTICS ON PARADE

Lido Plastics USA - A British Connection
By Norman Joplin

Richard O' Brien gives a brief history of Lido in his book Collecting American Made Toy Soldiers # 3 and
deduces from interviews with the original owners that the first Toy Soldiers may have been issued in 1951.

The accompanying photos from advertisements appearing in Plaything Magazine confirm that Lido
figures were being offered in 1950.

Lido, as Richard notes, had a policy of "Copy anything and produce it cheaper".
There is evidence in some of these 1950s advertisements that perhaps some of the copies were

taken from British made Toy Soldiers.

The set of plastic Cowboys and Indians on foot
announced as new lines for 1950 are clearly those pro-
duced as hollow cast lead pre WW2 by Crescent in
England,who are also known to have had connections
with Lincoln Log.

These foot figures were later introduced into Lido's
Round Up boxed display set which featured mounted
Cowboys and Indians on hollowed out plastic horses.
These items were available post WW2 in the UK and
made by Tudor Rose and Poplar Playthings of Wales.
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Poplar Playthings were also connected with Thomas Toys in the US, both firms issuing  Rubber
Spacemen and Aliens in self colored material.

The Lido Captain Video Space
items derived from the US Television
show also have a connection with
Britain in that during the early nineteen
eighties these molds were obtained by
a small company in the south of the
country and reproduced in lead.

PLASTICS ON PARADE (Cont.)
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EBAY FINDS

Britains Picture Pack Salesmans
Sample boxes offered by a Utah E Bay

member remained unsold.

Britains Buck Rogers set $2225
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RECONNAISSANCE

Jones previously undiscovered West Point
Cadet Style Drummer and U.S. Infantryman
made of inferior metal marked Chicago and
probably one of Edward Jones earliest issues.

Another mystery figure surfaced
at the OTS Show in Chicago.
Bruce and Pam Fournier own 
the piece, it is brass and well
detailed. Write to OTS Magazine
if you can help with identification.

Lincoln Log Three Horn, the item
shown at the bottom of this picture was
presented at the Dimestore Breakfast
by Don Boyden. It bears no casting
name of either Three Horn or Lincoln
Log and has only two horns. It is light
brown in color rather than the usual
dark blue.

Can anyone identify the manu-
facturer? L to R: Abraham
Lincoln, Amish Man, Amish
Woman and Baby, Pocahontas.
Bought in three different US
locations Arizona, New Jersey
and Wisconsin. These alu-
minum figures range in size
from 60 mm to 48 mm.
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World War II
Flame Thrower

US Civil War -
Union Flag Bearer
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GGiiaanntt--SSiizzGGiiaanntt--SSiizzeeeedddd LLIIMMIITTEEDD EEDDIITTIIOONN
NNEEWW RREELLEEAASSEE FFLLAASSHH GGOORRDDOONN®®

RROOCCKKEETTSS

The Flash Gordon Rocket Set is available for $1500.00 per set plus ship-
ping & handling. Call 815/338-7693 to order by phone. Or visit our
website to see more of these and other large-scale collectibles, and

to order online. We accept VISA/Mastercard by phone
or on the web at: wwwwww..rreettrroo11--22--33..ccoomm

WWhheerree tthhee PPaasstt iiss AAllwwaayyss PPrreesseenntt!!

™

Call: 815/338-7693
or visit us online at

wwwwww..rreettrroo11--22--33..ccoomm
Where the Past is Always Present!

Dr. Zarkov’s Ship
26.75” length

Flash
Gordon

Flash
Gordon®

Limited to 275 Numbered Sets

$1500.00
Per Set Plus Shipping & Handling

Ming The Merciless’ Ship
28.5” length

Features:
Officially Licensed Set
All Metal Construction

Removable Magnetic Doors
Translucent Windows

Officially Licensed Set is based on
the Classic Movie Serials

from the 1930’s

*The Flash Gordon® name is a registered trademark of King Features, Inc. and is used under license.
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New Figure Review
by Russ Bednarek

Toy soldier collecting has truly become a global hobby. Individual collectors
span all age, ethnic, socio-economic, and geo-political boundaries. 

The diversity of collectors is reflected in the worldwide manufacturing of toy
soldiers. The results of "collector diversity" is twofold: 1)companies continue to
set high standards for sculpting and painting, and, 2)companies seek
"untouched" historical periods for new ranges of their figures. 

Francois Beaumont (Paris, France), and Figarti, (Shanghai, China), are two
young companies which have managed to produce high quality figures each por-
traying a unique niche in military history. 

FRANCOIS BEAUMONT 
Francois Beaumont is the owner of the Paris toy soldier shop "La Boite de Soldat". When in Paris,

you owe it to yourself to visit the shop which is full of countless toy soldiers. 
Besides being a toy soldier dealer, Francois Beaumont

has within the last year and a half ventured into the busi-
ness of producing his own line of toy soldiers, "The
French Army 1939-1940". 

Cast in resin, the 70mm figures are superbly done.
The current range of 10 line infantry includes, officers,
infantrymen, machine gunners and assistant, and a flag
bearer. At this year's OTSN Show, Francois unveiled two
new figures to further compliment the range, a drummer
and trumpeter. 

Detail of the 1935 pattern equip-
ment is outstanding. Haversacks,
cartridge pouches, belts, and buckles
are all done in astounding detail. This
is accomplished by each piece being
individually sculpted from wood. From the wood master, a mold is made, the individ-
ual piece is then cast and attached to the figure. The result is a highly detailed, real-
istic toy soldier. 

A finely applied matte painting style adds even more realism to each figure. The
rich brown leather tones are nicely set off against the khaki greatcoat and pants. All
equipment and weapons are accurately painted insuring historical accuracy. 

The final figure to be added to the line infantry range will be a mounted officer.
Future ranges will include chasseurs a pied, chasseurs alpins,and infantrie de forter-
esse. 

Francois is in attendance at the OTSN Show selling from his room and at the
Show on Sunday. If you collect World War II, or the French Army, these figures will
be wonderful additions to your collection. 

FIGARTI
Located in Shanghai China, Figarti is the creation of the father son team of James and Rick Wang. In

just six short months, Figarti has managed to produce an impressive range of figures representing the
Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945). 

The Chinese Communist Party (CCP), aligned itself with Chaing Kai Shek's Kuomintang Army (KMT),
to repel the Japanese invasion of China. 

Figarti's range depicts the CCP and Japanese forces. Figures are available individually and in sets.
Eight individual figures are offered for the Chinese Communist Army, along with three sets. Each set is  

GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW
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comprised of four pieces. Likewise, the Japanese Army range
also has eight individual figures and three sets, each of four
pieces. 

The figure submitted for review is C-1003 Chinese Soldier
with Sword. The sculpting of the 60mm metal figure is of the high-
est standard. Pockets, straps and bandoleer are all crisply craft-
ed. Set atop a terrain base, the folds, creases and drape of the
gray uniform help convey a very natural pose. 

The exemplary painting style admirably complements the fine
sculpting. Figarti has decided on a shading/highlighting painting
style which is results in a most realistic look. 

This year marked Figarti's inaugural trip to the OTSN Show. I
was fortunate enough to personally view the entire line, and am
happy to report that quality is consistent throughout the line. An
enthusiastic James Wang indicated that future releases may
include The Burma Road and Flying Tigers. 

Figarti is committed to customer service and produces an exceptional product at a competitive price.
This is definitely a company to keep your eye on. 

Contact Information: 
Figarti, Phone: 86 136 0189 0760, Fax   8621 5420 6309, Web  www.figarti.com 

Francois Beaumont, La Boite de Soldat, 28, rue Violet, 75015 Paris, France, Fax 33 01 45 78 89 44

GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW (Cont.)

SCHLEICH 
PLASTIC KNIGHTS

Schleich of Canada
have issued a superb
new line of Plastic
Knights in eighteen
different poses.
The mounted figures
are 140mm in height
and the foot 90mm.
The North American
agent for this range is
Sandy Adcock who
was displaying them
for the first time at this
years Old Toy Soldier
Show in Chicago.
Sandy can be 
contacted on  
402 614 6604
or via email
sra6604@aol.com
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DANGEROUS ENCOUNTER 
THE FELLING OF THE 

BLACK PRINCE AT CRECY

LAST STAND AT POITIERS
JEAN II KING OF FRANCE

WITH HIS SON AT HIS SIDE



presents

The heydays of the Samurai, Japan's military aristocracy, 
were the periods known as Sengoku and Momoyama Jidai. 

These turbulent times in Japanese history, from the mid 16th to 
the early 17th century, are commonly referred to in English as the
Warring States Period or the Age of Battles.

The period covers:
� ���The many battles of Kawanakajima between 

Takeda Shingen and Uesugi Kenshin (1553-1563).
� ���The fall of the Ashikaga shogunate (1573).
� ���The battle that marked the decline of the once 

powerful Takeda clan at Nagashino (1575). 
� ���The ultimate conflict at Sekigahara (1600), which led to 

the establishment of the Tokugawa shogunate (1603).

HEAD OFFICE: The East of India Company, 14th Floor, Unit A, Derrick Industrial Building, 49-51 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Aberdeen, Hong Kong. 
Tel: (852) 9192 7833 Fax: (US Number) 1 509 351 3963 Email: ken@eastofindia.com DEALERS: Alsand Merchandise Co., Brunton's Barracks, Green's Collectables,

Hobby Bunker, Kings X, Maison Militaire, Michigan Toy Soldier Co., Peter Nathan Toy Soldiers, Sabretache, Saimex Di Stefano Allorini, Stone Castle Imports, The
Toymaker of Williamsburg, The Toy Soldier Shoppe, Canadian Toy Soldier Company, Toy Troops.

VIEW OUR COMPLETE CATALOGUE AT www.eastofindia.com

The East of India
Company is 
manufacturing an
extensive range of
hand cast miniature
figures to cover this
exciting period in
world history. Each
figure in our range has
been meticulously
researched to provide
highly accurate 
historical detail and
then finely painted to
a connoisseur finish to
add to your collection.

The East of India Company

For details of
these figures and

our complete
range please

either contact us
directly or one of
our below listed

dealers.

Tokugawa andToyotomi

Assault Troops
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Work inProgress

See What’s New at The Toy Soldier Museum and Shop
Come tour The Toy Soldier Museum and Shop—less than 
two hours from New York and Philadelphia in northeast
Pennsylvania. Or, if you can’t come in person, take a virtual 
tour at www.the-toy-soldier.com—hundreds of photos and 
figures, display ideas, regimental drums, and more. And to 
help you enjoy your collection, write for a copy of Collecting 
Toy Soldiers, our 20-page full-color guide to displaying, 
photographing and preserving your toy soldiers. Send $15 
($20 outside the U.S.) to Jim Hillestad, The Toy Soldier, 
1343 Paradise Falls, Cresco, PA 18326 • Phone 570-629-7227

the ToySoldier
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Flamboyance in Motor Transport
By E. W. Fitzgerald

George S. Patton, Jr., the
World War II U. S. Third Army
Commanding General, is fre-
quently pictured being driven
around northwest Europe in a
Dodge “command car.” The
official nomenclature of which
was: truck 3/4 ton, 4x4,
Command Reconnaissance
Model WC56. This vehicle
weighing over 5,600 pounds,
was powered by a 6-cylinder
92 BHP engine and had a 98-
inch wheel base. 27,000 were

produced during 1942-1944. The flamboyant
Patton believed in being seen by his troops
and, accordingly, had his command car special-
ly outfitted with attention-getting truck air horns,
and white and red front fender pennants made
of 1/4” steel plate so they always stood out.
Third Army insignia and Lieutenant General’s
stars were indicated on these red and white
pennants which were the traditional colors of
the Horse Cavalry. The picture of the prototype
is courtesy of the Patton Museum of Fort Knox,
Kentucky.

Recently, two very well done scale models of
Patton’s command car have become available.
The first in 1/32 scale resin was produced by
King & Country and is pictured left with Patton,
packing his ivory-handled pistols, and his dog,
Willie, “talking down” to his boss, General

Eisenhower! (Above) The sec-
ond, illustrated right, in 1/8 scale
plastic was imported by
American Century Toys selling
through Toys-R-Us. Note both
models feature those famous
fender pennants. The latter
model is armed with a .50 cali-
bre machine gun just as shown
in the picture of the prototype.
Old “Blood and Guts” would be
proud.
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AUCTION PREVIEW

Christies South Kensington London 
December 2003 Auction

Hugo Marsh,head of Christies,South Kensington Auction House London has announced the sale of a
major collection of Heyde and other continental Toy Soldiers and figures.

The Frank Johnson collection together with items from the collection of another prominent American
collector also features Britains, Courtenay, Mignot and Lucotte.

The sale takes place in London on Friday, 5th December 2003, see the two Christies advertisements
in this issue.

Britains. Racehorses, originally sold as part of the Britains Archive
Auction in June 1994 as lot 291.

Heyde.Mounted Hussars on rocking horse type sprung bases.

Heyde. A group of 24 American Revolutionary War 
American troops.

Britains. Famous Football Team - Liverpool.

Heyde. US Infantry Band with conductor on clockwork 
musical podium.

Heyde. US Khaki Infantry camp.
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Vectis December 2003 Toy Soldier Auction

Vectis Auctions are holding another specialized sale of Military and Civilian figures on Thursday 4th
December in Buckingham, England. 

Comprising of some 500 lots, this auction takes place just two days prior to the London Toy Soldier
Show and is therefore expected to attract many overseas collectors. 

Some of the many interesting items include Britains Set 92 Spanish Infantry, Set 1413 Police Car, Set
1620 Royal Marine Light Infantry, Set 1850 Netherlands Infantry and Set 2013 Rare Indian Mountain
Artillery Set. There are also figures by Heyde, Mignot and other makers. Composition figures by Lineol
and Elastolin. A superb collection of Britains Herald Models, all boxed, together with later Britains and
other plastic figure manufacturers. 

Also included is a good selection of modern figures by Imperial of New Zealand depicting the
Crimean War, again with figures by many other makers. Civilian and farm figures and vehicles are repre-
sented by Britains and others, many being boxed. 

The full catalogue will be available to view on the Vectis Website www.vectis.co.uk three weeks prior
to the auction. 

This is a sale which will appeal to all interests and any inquiries should be to Peter Rumsey or Simon
Clark at Vectis. Tel: +44 1642 750616, Fax: +44 1642 769478, Email admin@vectis.co.uk
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2 WANTED 1
I would like to purchase the following Hollow Cast figures, 

all are illustrated in the Great Book of Hollow Cast Figures. 
Good to better condition only Cash or trade.

• Space Figures by Cherilea, Charbens or Johillco.
• Seated Cowboy Figures from Britains Rodeo set.
• Crescent Waiter with Tray of Bottles.
• Luntoy TV Characters with or without boxes.
• Wendal Snake Charmer.
• Britains Cococubs Boy with Chocolate Bar & Timothy Tortoise.
• Britains Box for Metal Wheel Tractor have Box
• For Rubber tire version for sale or trade.
• Britains Tryst Gate Frame.
• Charbens Circus Boxing Midgets.
• "Fat Lady" from Japanese Circus set.
• Timpo Tarzan.

These are just a few of the items that I wish to purchase for existing clients, however 
I am interested in hearing of any unusual Civilian items that you may have for disposal.

Please contact Norman Joplin. 
Email info@normanjoplin.com • Telephone 262-707-8401 or 262-692-3913

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS
• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact: 

HENRY KURTZ at (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
or write to

Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #136, New York, NY  10023

HENRY KURTZ, LTD.
Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

163 Amsterdam Avenue • Suite 136 New York, New York  10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
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ATTENTION
THE LATEST NOVELTIES!!!
New sets of the Series Banner
Forward and Boxed Sets of the

American Revolution and Historical
People and distributors of

ALYMER’S made.

We manufacture: BANNER FORWARD
BOXED SETS
INFANTRY - CAVALRY 54 m/m: HISTORICS, NAPOLEONICS, FIRST and SECOND

WORLD WAR, HISTORICAL PEOPLE
INFANTRY - CALVALRY 90 m/m: NAPOELONICS, HSITORICAL PEOPLE
SPORTS FIGURES: TENNIS, GOLF, BASEBALL
CANNONS: NAPOLIONICS, SECESSION WAR...

FOR MORE INFORMATION ASK FOR OUR CATALOGUE IF INTERESTED SEND ADDRESS TO:

minipolms, s.l.
Carrera de Malilla, 14 bajo, derecha • P.O. BOX 11198 • 46006 VALENCIA (SPAIN)

PHONE/FAX FROM U.S. 0013496 3333945



The leading manufacturer of painted pewter
miniatures is proud to announce the release of our 
first sets of painted plastic civil war toy soldiers.

(Figures approximately 1/32nd scale)

The six painted pewter figures featured in this ad are only a small sample
from our extensive range of over 50 “painted pewter (metal) sets.”

Which include sets based upon the magnificent art work of Don Troiani
“Call for details, catalogs and complete listings.”

ACW300 - Painted Plastic Union Infantry Series One (8 figure Set)

ACW400 - Painted Plastic Confederate Infantry Series One (8 figure Set)

Conté Collectibles, Ltd.“The Collectors Company”
6225 South Valley View Blvd., Suite C • Las Vegas, NV 89118

T: 702-233-8201 Fax: 702-233-8206 Email: ordering@conteco.com

1-877-603-8201 toll free to order,
locate a dealer or inquire.

Dealer inquiries most welcome.
Please ask for James or Richard Conté.

8 FIGURE PAINTED PLASTIC SETS ARE
ATTRACTIVELY PACKAGED & AMAZINGLY PRICED AT

ONLY $19.95 PER SET!!!!

ACW57157
“Mine Eyes Have
Seen the Glory”

ACW57155
“Last Full Measure”

ACW57135
“Ullysses Simpson Grant”

ACW57134
“George Armstrong

Custer”

ACW57132
“Robert E. Lee”

ACW57158
“Mounted Confederate

Artillery Officer”

COMING SOON SERIES 2



VIK014 — 
“Harold Godwinson – 

The Last Saxon”

VIK013 — 
“Harald Hardrada – 

The Last Viking”

VIK015 — 
“Valhalla Awaits”

VIK016 —
“Odin Must 

Have 
Sired Him”

WAL027 — 
“Small Loss Eh Brother?”

WAL024 —
1 Figure From 

“The Duke’s Most Favorite Jewels”

WAL022 — 
“I Had Him Draco” Figures from 

WAL019 — 
“My Glorious Brother” 

and VIK009 — 
“Viking Casualties”
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BOOK REVIEW

With Heyde Figures Around the World - Markus Grein
by Steve Sommers 

With Heyde Figures Around the World by Markus
Grein is a history of the Georg Heyde company of
Dresden.  In the past 100 years this prolific compa-
ny's name has come to be used generically for all
German solid casts, but this book is just on Heyde.
Markus Grein's all color,120-page hardcover book
has a bilingual (German and English) text.  It is a
companion to the Dresden exhibition of Heyde
Company figures which Markus orchestrated this
summer.  This book, however, is not a museum cat-
alog, although most of the rare and spectacular
Heyde shown in its sixty pages of big color photos
were on Dresden display.  (See the Heyde
Exhibition article in this issue.)  

Rarities pictured include a boxed polo team, a
set of migrating ancient Germanic people, a
Wallenstein encampment, and a tied-in-the-box ket-
tledrum wagon of 18th century Saxony artillery. In
another photo a Prussian coronation coach crosses

in front of a nearly scale Brandenburg Gate; tin buildings accompany the Arab encampment. There
are "late production" 1930's boxes: an SA band and a panzer crew in action. That is just a start
through the book's color photos.  

Of equal value for the Heyde enthusiast is the authoritative company history based on unique
Heyde family sources and photos.  Markus traces the firm from Georg Heyde's 1848 Leipzig birth
and his entry into the pewter toy trade in 1872, to turn of the century toy soldier boom and post WWI
bust, through the founder's death in 1928.  Grein's book chronicles how Heyde son Walter Georg
reluctantly took the helm but let his staff lead the way in the 1930's.  On February 13th, 1945 the fac-
tory, located behind the Heyde home, was largely destroyed by Allied bombing.  In the post-War
East Germany days production was reduced to a trickle of non-military figures and finally, ignomin-
iously, to fishing weights (pilgers).  When Walter Georg died in 1973 the property was sold, ending a
century of Heyde.

Markus Grein's sophisticated and tasteful book is a must for the collector of German solids and
should be read by everyone
interested in the history of old
toy soldiers; it is great research
beautifully presented.

With Heyde Figures Around
the World by Markus Grein,
ISBN 3-993124-16-6, is pub-
lished by Krannich, 2003, and
should retail for about $50.  It is
available from Joe Shimek;
Potsdam Tin Soldiers; P.O. Box
291387; Kerrville, TX 78029. 
Steve Sommers
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Robert Wagner, Proprietor

Specializing in new, used and out-of-print 
books about Toy & Model Soldiers,

Modeling & Painting, and Military Uniforms.

Send SASE for Price List 
P.O. Box 62514 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45262 

Free book search service 
Email: rrwagner@juno.com 

Phone: (513) 554-1162 

The Toy Soldier Bookshop 

Remit 55 Euros

WANTED
Toy Soldier Catalogs and Books

Contact: Norman Joplin
535 Fir Street

Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021
Telephone 262 707 8401 

or 262 692 3913
Email info@normanjoplin.com 

Now Available
BRITAINS CIVILIAN TOY FIGURES

Norman Joplin, in association with 
Arnold Rolak, Philip Dean and
Joseph Kunzelmann

Concentrating on Britains products
of a non-military nature produced
between 1880 and 1966, this all
color book has eleven hundred plus
photographs and covers every
aspect of civilian and non-military
figures.

Farm, Zoo, Circus, Garden,
Racehorses, Sports, Railway, Civilian
Vehicles, Footballers, Lilliput and
Cococubs, including color variants
never before illustrated.

Order from: 
Norman Joplin, 535 Fir Street, Fredonia, WI 53021 

Telephone: 262.707.8401 or 262.692.3913
Email: info@normanjoplin.com
Make checks to Norman Joplin.

$49.95 + $3.05 (S/H - within USA) = $53.00

 2696 book  12/17/09  12:16 PM  Page 69
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at
$39.95.  A must for today’s collector.
P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634
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A TALE OF TAILS
By Richard (the zooman) Lewis

Most people seem to be familiar with the
two versions of the Britains #573 Bull.
Namely the pre-war flying tail version and the
Post-war type with the tail down and fixed to
the rear of the animal. However I wonder how
many collectors have come across several
other Britains animals that have had a similar
modification to their tails?

Firstly, when the adult Bactrian Camel
#918 first appeared it too had a 'flying tail'
but this seems to have been modified quite
early on as very few have survived and of
these, nearly all have their tails broken off.
On examination of these, it can be seen
that the tail was never attached to the left
rear leg as it is in the later version.
Interestingly, the catalogues show the

camel as a line drawing with a 'flying tail' and
I had always thought this to be 'artistic
licence' until I came across a 1932 Britains
Zoo Advert showing a photograph of the
camel with the tail sticking out and unat-
tached to the rear leg.  

Secondly, the early #968 Water Buffalo
had a very different tail to the one moulded

down the left rear leg that is most commonly found.This
early tail is quite rounded and separate from the body until
the tip, which is lightly joined to the right rear leg. It seems
likely in the cases of the Bull and Camel that these
changes were made to solve breakage problems, but this is
more unlikely with the Water Buffalo as its tail is quite
secure and very similar to that of the Highland Cattle,
which survived unchanged. Maybe the mold got damaged

which necessitated the change - who knows?
A tail change of a more minor nature is also evi-
dent in the #539 feeding cow - see photo. With
regard to the 'artistic licence' in the catalogue
line drawings has anyone come across an Eland
Bull with a 'flying tail' as in the catalogue or a
Llama with a turned hoof? I think maybe not!
But …………

( Opposite) Photographs of Britains
AnimalsShown in a 1932 Britains Zoo Advert
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Available through your favorite collectable figure dealer or directly from DUCAL Traditional Military Figures. Please send for our
colour illustrated catalogue price £5.95 (post free),which lists the sets and figures available. Goods are sent immediately, subject to avail-

ability. Postage charged at cost. Money refundedif not completely satisfied. Castings are available for all items listed in the catalogue

Ducal, Ft. Ducal, #5 Weavills Road, Eastleigh, Hants SO5O 8HQ England
Tel (01144) 23 80 69 21 19 Fax (01144) 23 80 60 24 56 • Email: jack@fort-ducal.co.uk.

The massed bands of the Argylls and the Black Watch, with the pipes and drums of the Black Watch, as they
appeared on their 1989 North American Tour
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Britains Royal Horse Artillery: Variations on a Theme, Part 2  
by Rob Wilson with photographs by Allen Hickling

Introduction
A previous article in OTS (Volume 26, No 1, pp 43-50), summarized the main sets offered by

Britains representing the Royal Horse Artillery. These included sets 39, 39a, 317 and 2077. All of
these were in Britains standard size. There was, of course, another important strand to Britains pro-
duction, aimed at those with somewhat smaller pocketbooks. This was their long-running "b-sized"
range. The Royal Horse Artillery was represented in two sets in this series: Set 125b in Review order
and 126b in Service Dress. These were not covered in the earlier discussion. The present article
repairs this omission, as well as providing a few additional photographs of Set 2077, as discussed in
the previous article.

Britains "b-sized” Gun Teams
There were two main versions of the “b-sized” teams.

These were introduced simultaneously in 1902. Both sets
comprised a 6 horse gun team, with 3 fixed arm postillions,
taking a rather stiff and upright seat, given that their mounts
are at a full stretch gallop. The Review order set were in
blue uniforms with yellow frogging and a red trouser stripe
and wearing a similar cap to the hussars (see Figure 1). 

The service dress variation were in khaki uniforms with
a tropical service "pith" helmet (see Figure 2). The figures
were dated 1.11.1901 on the horse's bellies. 

The team pulled a simple two
wheel limber and a small gun (see
Figure 3). This had an external
sprung-steel spring plate design to
propel matchstick ammunition. The gun
saw separate service as part of a num-
ber of the Beiser Military Display sets.

Both teams were escorted by a
team of 4 gunners and an officer.
Initially, these made use of the exist-
ing castings used for the Hussar regi-
ments. The 4 gunners were on black

and brown cantering horses (see
Figure 4). They carried carbines. The
officer rode a walking grey (see Figure
5). He was armed with an outstretched
sword. These figures were undated.

Set 125b was painted in essen-
tially the same uniform as Set 39.
Many of the early sets are painted very
neatly, the details of the frogging ,

Set 125b, RHA, Review order, first version , postillion
and pair of horses 

Figures from Britains Set 125b and 126b compared. 

Guns used in sets 125b and 126b, from left to right: first, intermediate
and final versions

Escorts for Set 126b, from left to right: first and second versions

1

2

3

4
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faces, etc. being very nicely executed.
The gun and limber were painted dark
grey. They make an excellent accompani-
ment to their large scale brothers, espe-
cially when used at the back of a display
in order to give an impression of perspec-
tive.

Set 126b, in contrast to its large scale
bretheren, was always depicted in Boer
war service dress, rather than the WW I
style khaki and peak caps. This probably
reflects its early date of introduction. The
larger scale Sets 39a and 144a did not

appear until 1916. By then
the Boer war was distant
memory, given the more
immediate concerns of deal-
ing with the German army on
the Western Front. 

The set continued in this
form until it was withdrawn in 1941. The foreign service helmets make for a very attractive set, which
fits well with Britains other Boer war offerings (see Figure 7). What a shame that they never pro-
duced the full-sized teams in similar uniforms! The gun and limber for this version were painted in
various shades of khaki.

When first introduced
the price was just 2/6d. This
was less than half the price
being charged for set 39.
They must have been popu-
lar, since many fine exam-
ples survive, and they con-
tinued in the catalogue well
beyond the time when most
of the "b-sized" range were
deleted after 1918.

The two sets used essentially
the same box, the only distinction
being the set number. The early
sets were distributed in boxes with
"Printers Flowers" style decoration,
(for an example, see James Opie,
The Great Book of Britains, page
81). At some point after 1908, a
new label was designed by Fred
Whisstock (Figure 8). Again, this
was common to both sets. The
same packaging was used right up
until 1941.

Britains Royal Horse Artillery (Cont.)

Officers for Set 125b, from left to right: first and second versions

Set 125b, RHA in Review order, first version

Set 126b, RHA in Boer War service dress, second version

Whisstock designed Box label for Set 125b (The box for Set 126b was 
identical apart from the set number).

5

6

7

8
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After only a couple of years (in 1904) the main
variation was introduced to both sets. This involved
the replacement of the escort (both officer and
other ranks) by new castings based on a horse,
dated 9.5.1904, and at full stretch (see the figures
on the right hand side in Figures 4 and 5). This was
much more in keeping with the "flat out" pose
depicted for the team itself. Otherwise, the set was
essentially unchanged. It continued in this form until
1932. The officer still carried a sword, while the
other ranks were armed with carbines. The main
castings were otherwise identical. The only distinc-
tion between sets 125b and 126b was in the head-
gear. The paint finish was essentially unchanged
from the earlier variants.

In 1932 the final variation was introduced. This
simply involved replacing the gun by the new one
introduced in Set 1263. This used a more conven-
tional firing mechanism in place of the external
sprung steel strip (see the gun on the far right side
of Figure 3). 

Britains Set 2077
This set was described in the previous arti-

cle. Introduced in 1953 to fit in with range of
Coronation Procession figures, it depicted a
King's Troop, RHA team at the walk, without
escort. The team was assembled using the
"H" clips used by Britains for all their later
military horse drawn vehicles post-war. In
1956 the team was used in an updated ver-
sion of Set 73, where it replaced the Royal
Artillery team that had been used pre-war.
In this form, it was accompanied by a
mounted officer, riding the heavy horse
used by the ADCs in Set 201 (right).

Britains Royal Horse Artillery (Cont.)

Set 125b, second version, in original box, with stamp for The
National Scheme for Disabled Men

Set 126b with original box

Set 2077, assembled, with officer as used in set 73Set 2077 in Regiment of All Nations Box.



Hmmmmm....What do I want
for Christmas?RAY HARADIN

Toys of Yesteryear
1039 Lakemont Drive

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-1817
(412) 343-8733

Fax: (412) 344-5273
1-800-349-8009

email: raytoys@aol.com

TM

A small sampling of the many fine soldiers offered for sale. My
Holiday catalog containing a huge assortment of Britains, Dimestore
and European soldiers, along with a host of Mechanical and Still
banks and Early American toys, will be sent at the end of December
2003. Plan on purchasing something you want this holiday season.
If you do not receive my catalogs, please call or write.

George Zolles naval depiction of the Russo-Japanese war, circa
1906. Extremely rare set originally tied in exquisite condition $5,400

Britains Set #2043 Absolutely mint example of the 
Britains Rodeo $3,200

Britains Set #91 United States Infantry, near mint, circa 1928 $1,650 Johill Co. Set #208 Railroad Station originally tied very rare set $875

Britains Set #2172 Mint example of the Algerian Spahis
$2,800

Britains Set #053 Greenhouse $650 Britains Set #2154. Very rare Centurion Tank in Desert Warfare 
colors. Includes original antenna’s $1,300

Britains Set #399 U.S. Marines in Service Dress. Exceedingly rare set in perfect condition. $1,750 Britains Set #186 Very rare set of Mexican Rurales in brown jackets $2,200

Heyde Knights in Armor Battle set in near perfect condition. $975
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MAILING ADDRESS:
12750 Briar Forest Drive #928,

Houston, Texas 77077-2371

Tel./Fax: +1 281/752-6523

Email: realminiatures@mindspring.com

Real Miniatures
TODAY’S ART TREASURES - TOMORROW’S HEIRLOOMS
At last, more than one 
choice for “the finest”.
Please contact Real Miniatures
Real Miniatures.com

NEW! From the internationally-acclaimed Anne S.K. Brown Military Collection, Brown University

Five new large format (9 3/8” x 12 1/4”) first
editions. Brilliant color plates, authentically
detailed. Images by noted artists, texts by
distinguished scholars. For modelers, film-
makers, collectors, history students.

IMPERIAL UNIFORMS: WHAT THEY REALLY WORE

THE KAISER’S ARMY
144 PAGES: $49.95*
ART: Carl Becker
TEXT: Charles Woolley

*Shipping/Handling per book: U.S. air: $10/surface:
$3; World-wide air: $28/surface: $13

UNIFORMS OF IMPERIAL
& SOVIET RUSSIA
200 PAGES:  $ 49.95*
ART: Herbert Knötel
TEXT: Robert W. Kenny, Jr.

BRITISH ARMY
UNIFORMS
146 PAGES: $49.95*
ART: John McNeill, Ernest
Ibbetson Edgar A. Holloway,
Harry Payne
TEXT: Peter Harrington

UNIFORMS OF THE
BRITISH & INDIAN
ARMIES
171 PAGES: $59.95*
ART: The Ackermann
Military Prints
TEXT: William Y. Carman,
Robert W. Kenny, Jr

QUEEN VICTORIA’S
ARMY
161 PAGES: $59*
ART: Orlando Norie
TEXT: Peter Harrington,
Michel Tomasek.

To order, send check or money order with
title(s) requested to:

IMPERIAL ARMIES IN COLOR
Anne S.K. Brown Military Collection

Brown University Library, P.O. Box A,
Providence, RI 02912-0001

Visa or Master Card orders only. Phone: (401) 863-1578

ORDER ALL 5, ENJOY A 10+% DISCOUNT, INCL.
SHIPPING. PLEASE SPECIFY DELIVERY MODE.

TOTAL PRICES: VIA U.S. AIR: $286/SURFACE:
$256; WORLD-WIDE AIR: $367/SURFACE:$320
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It’s a cover up
by Philip Dean

Produced by the Australian department store, Walther & Stevenson, were three “rugs”, supplied
in sizes for cows and horses. The “rugs” were only sold at this store, which was not only a toy shop
but also a saddlery. The workers in the saddlery were also the manufacturers.

The animal covers can now be seen to be very small (5cm x 4cm) and intricate with tiny leather
straps and mini wire buckles, with neat stitching.

Previously, these had only come to light when researching for “Britains Civilian Toy Figures” when
a copy of an advert was kindly supplied by Australian collector Robin Yates. At that time no actual
samples were available.

A few weeks ago I had an email from Robin telling me to expect a small package from Australia.
It contained the cob blanket shown below. An extremely rare item, both in and out of Australia. As far
as I am aware this is the first time that an actual photograph has been published, another first for the
OTS magazine.

To Robin and Pauline Yates, my antipodean friends, thank you for all your efforts in acquiring the
“rug”, it is appreciated more than I can say and worth lots of drinks when I see you again, in Chicago
or maybe, England.

Copy as shown in “Britains Civilian Toy Figures”

Britains cob wearing the “rug” “Rug” showing detail in manufacture
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• Send $6.00 for catalog
- Thank You -

“Where quality is affordable”

★ Britains ★ Premiere Collection

★ Imperial       ★ Steadfast       ★ Tradition

★ Armour       ★ Corgi       ★ Desktop & Elite Skywarriors

★ Osprey and other historical books

Ernest Sposato (Ernie)
P.O. Box 639  •  Syracuse, New York  13209

Phone/Fax 315-461-0087  •  E-mail: info@soldiery.com
Visit our Web Site at www.soldiery.com

Visa & Mastercard are welcomed

WANTED

UNCLE MISTLETOE and AUNT HOLLY
Timpo produced these lead figures in the early nineteen

fifties, which were sold in Chicago Department Store
Marshal Fields. There was also a set of character 

animals associated with these figures.

If anyone has anything from this set, or any 
information about the other items, please contact 

Norman Joplin
535 Fir Street • Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021

Telephone 262-707-8401 or 262-692-3913
E mail: info@normanjoplin.com 
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BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  LLTTDD..  PPRROOFFIILLEESS  
A REVIEW OF BRITAINS LTD. POLICEMEN

(1908-1960)
By Joe Wallis

The modern police force did not appear on London's streets until
1829. Sir Robert Peel organized this institution and the nickname of
"Bobbies" was quickly applied to these guardians of public order and civil
authority. As H.G. Wells lamented in his book Floor Games, Britains Ltd.
had concentrated on military figures, and there was a dearth of civilian

types until 1908. In that year, the Firm issued Set #158, a "Complete Railway Station Set," which sup-
plied various newly designed civilian pieces to use with the popular model trains offered by Hornby and
other makers. Later, in 1926, the railway figures were also offered as single items numbered 800-817
(remaining in the catalog through 1941).

Amongst the contents of Set #158 was a standing Policeman who
wore the familiar dark blue uniform and helmet of the London
Policeman. He had two fixed arms at his sides, and wore white gloves.
He was customarily depicted with the blue-and-white armband of the
Greater London Metropolitan Police. Subsequently (from 1912), this fig-
ure was also sold in Set #168, entitled "Civilians" at first and later
"Pedestrians." This Policeman sometimes appeared with a red-and-
white armband on his left wrist; this signified that he was a member of
the City of London Police Force (the City was the Financial Center of
London and the oldest part of the metropolis). Prewar, the Policeman with helmet had a brown or a green
base. He was contained in prewar Sets #158, 168, and 319. Postwar, the Policeman with helmet was

only listed in the Farm Series, as #776, from 1954-59, with a grey base. A smaller O-
Gauge scale model of the same policeman with helmet was included as part of pre-
war Railway Sets #1256 and #1423, and was sold singly as well from 1936-1941 as
#824.

Another policeman wearing a Bobbie's helmet was #621, but this was a policeman
directing traffic. He had white gauntlet gloves up to his elbows, and the raised left
arm was fixed and gesturing to the left. The right arm was movable, and could be left
down at the waist, or raised in a "halt" position to stop oncoming vehicles in an
exceptionally realistic manner. The #621Traffic Policeman lacked any armband (pre-
sumably it was covered by the gauntlet gloves). He was sold singly from 1929-41 and
from 1946-59; he was also offered as part of prewar Sets #319, #1428, and #1429,
but was never part of the Railway Series. It is my belief that a rare prewar version in
peak cap, rather than a police helmet, may be the most logical hypothesis for the
contents of the mysterious U.S. Police in Set #428. This rare set was only in the
1930-31 catalogs.

Number 659 used the same figure of a standing policeman, but with a peak cap.
He appeared in the catalog from 1936-41 and was revived postwar from 1954-59. He
usually wore a blue-and-white armband. This piece was also supplied as part of Set
#1430.

The next policeman was on horseback (see above), to be
employed at parades and events for crowd control. The Mounted
Policeman was first seen as part of Set #319, inaugurated in 1929
and listed in the catalog through 1941. He was mounted at the
halt, usually on a bay horse, with a truncheon attached to the left

side of the saddle, but sometimes a grey horse was supplied. As Britains Ltd. issued
items to portray the 1937 Coronation of King George VI, four of the Mounted Police
were provided in large Display Set #1477, and Set #1511 contained five Mounted
Police. These sets were only part of the Britains Ltd. line from 1937-41. This figure
was sold singly in the postwar Farm Series as #775 from 1954-59 (typically on a grey
horse).
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A REVIEW OF BRITAINS LTD. POLICEMEN (1908-1960) (Cont.)

Perhaps the most seldom seen Britains police other than Set #428 (see discussion above of the
Traffic Policeman in peak cap on foot) are the Mobile Traffic Policemen on motorcycles produced in Set
#1792 from 1939-41. They wore peak caps, and rode the same updated motorcycles with revolving
wheels that the Royal Corps of Signals dispatch riders
of Set #1791 employed. The speed cops were dressed
in dark blue tunics, trousers, and peak caps. They had
silver buttons and collar tabs, white gauntlets, and black
boots. Their motorcycles were black with red gas tanks,
silver headlamps, and silver exhaust pipes. They used
the same rectangular box as Set #1791, and the label
used the same illustration with a bursting shell on the
horizon beyond the motorcyclist from that military set.

The motorcycle cops were not the only mobile police unit made
by Britains Ltd. In 1936, Britains Ltd. Sets #1413 and #1430 were
introduced and both contained a Police Car with two seated police
officers wearing peak caps. They were shoulder-to-shoulder, cast as
one piece, cut off at the thighs. The driver has his right arm raised,
perhaps signaling a turn. They wear dark blue peak caps,
tunics and trousers, and feature white gauntlets. The lap
rug has a grass-green plaid pattern on a dark green
background. The car itself is typically brown or green.
The #1413 Police Car was only produced from 1936-41.
(The car was later enrolled in the Armed Forces as Set
#1448, the Army Staff Car, with the car in an olive drab
paint scheme, and its passengers in khaki uniform.)

A walking Military Policeman in peak cap, based upon the Home Guard casting of Set
#1918, appeared in Set 1-R postwar from 1954-59. His peak cap included a red capband.
This postwar Railway Set is quite rare, and therefore so is the Military Policeman. The "P"
Series of Second-Grade figures shown in the 1954 New Lines List included #149-P, a plainly
painted "Speed Cop" on a motorcycle all in dark blue except for his face. Lastly, among the civilian mili-
tary police types of Britains Ltd., was a small-scale Speed Cop on a motorcycle, #LB/550 in the Lilliput
Series. He was pantographed down from the 54-millimeter version to go with HO Trains, and was offered
singly from 1952-60 and in Set L11 from 1957-60.

To recapitulate, Set #319 contained one Mounted Policeman, two Traffic Policemen (#621), and four
Policemen with Helmets (#808). Set #1511 had five Mounted Policemen, but only four were included in
Coronation Display Box #1477.
Perhaps worthy of mention in this arti-
cle is Set #239, the Automobile
Association Scouts (sold singly as
#578), but they were not actually police-
men. Other sets with a police connota-
tion include the following: the Mexican
Rurales of Set #186, the Canadian
Northwest Mounted Police of Sets
#214, #1349, and #1554 (subsequently
retitled the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police), the Texas Rangers of noncata-
logued Sets #1508 and #1509, the
Italian Carabinieri of Set #1437, the
U.S. Military Police of Set #2021, the
United Nations Infantry of Set #2155,
and the Bahamas Police of Sets #2184,
#2185, and #2186.
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DIMESTORE UPDATE: 
“GOLDEN” BARCLAYS, 1955 GREY IRON, ETC.

by Richard O’Brien

A few issues back, OTS reported on a boxed set of Barclays that sold on
eBay. I’d already got in touch with the winning bidder, Stephen Taylor, and
he’d sent me some excellent photos of the contents. What I find interesting
is that four of the five pieces in the set have gold trim; apparently an attempt
by Barclay to make the pieces distinctive, and thus worth the extra money
(the “#50/99 - 5 Piece Masked Rider Set” sold for half a dollar; the pieces
bought separately - without the trim - would have cost a kid only 35 cents).

The mounted Indian’s rifle is gold, and the horse’s eye, oddly, is gold.
The standing firing cowboy has two gold pistols (and a black bandanna hid-
ing the lower part of his face). The mounted cowboy has a gold pistol, gold
gun belt, and gold saddle. His horse has gold reins and a gold bridle. The
cowboy with a tin hat brim has a gold sheriff’s badge and two gold slashes
on the other side of his vest. I’d always wondered about those slashes,
which have turned up on all the known sheriffs, and in Barclay’s catalog
illustrations. Stephen checked around, and found that cowboy clothing of the
dude-ranch type often had these slashes as decorations, so apparently
that’s all this is.

The sole figure without a bit of gold to his name is the Indian with his rifle
across his waist. So my guess is, any time you find a Barclay cowboy or
Indian with a touch or so of gold (or a bandanna covering the lower portion
of his face), he came from a boxed set.

Another item that turned up on eBay is a 1955 Grey Iron flier. Grey Iron was still using the same
numbers for these pre-war figures, but the descriptions occasionally varied a bit; For instance, the
first soldier on the page was known pre-WW II as “6 U.S. Doughboy, Shoulder Arms”, but in 1955
simply as “No. 6 U.S. Infantry”. A gross of the six military figures cost the retailer eight dollars. For
some reason, a gross of the three cowboys was a bit more expensive; $9.33. I’d assumed it was

because of the wire lasso for one of them, but then noticed the
lasso doesn’t turn up in the drawing, suggesting it was no
longer produced. At any rate, at those prices probably each of
these Grey Irons cost kids no more than ten cents.

Back to Barclay for a moment, while remaining with eBay. A
Kresge’s catalog from 1938 was offered, with “A Tremendous
Assortment of Brightly Colored Metal Soldiers” comprising one
of the illustrations. Shown are fifteen Barclay soldiers, plus the
BC4 cannon. Just common stuff; no surprises. What I did find
interesting was that B79a, the seated machine gunner with
cast helmet,appears in that photo. Add 1938 to the catalog
appearances of 1939, 1940 and I believe, 1941, and this sol-
dier was around for a long time. So, why so relatively hard to
find? I asked knowledgeable dealer K. Warren Mitchell and his
suggestion was that this piece was vulnerable in the foot area,
and so probably was often thrown away after it broke. Adding
to the mystery is that this is one of the few Barclay pieces with
no known number, and no appearances in all the extant
Barclay catalogs.

Barclay cowboy sheriff with star
on left and two decorative

slashes on the right. 
Photo by Stephen Taylor

1955 Grey Iron page



87

“GOLDEN” BARCLAYS, 1955 GREY IRON, ETC. (Cont.)

Ron Steiner has found a rare
Lincoln Logs item; previously
unknown both to him and to me. It’s
“Set No. 30” Lincolnville railroad sta-
tion. Ron says it’s postwar. It came
with eight railroad figures. Ron also
sent along a scan of his boxed set of
Canada’s plastic Superior “Fighting
Commandos”.

The September, 1935 Butler Bros.
catalog offered five Barclay “Building
and Painting Sets”. The one that
caught my eye is shown. It’s the bot-
tom right compartments that intrigues
me. I believe the soldier on the left is
the early Barclay 2B10 or maybe
2B20. But what about the one on the right? It’s got to be a doughboy, but I can’t figure out which
one. Furthermore, I’ve also tried to determine, without any luck, how they managed to cram all ten
listed pieces into that box. It would seem to be one too many. The big mounted cowboy, or “Texas

Ranger” at left, is of
course BAD.

Finally, I’m occasionally
asked if I’ll be doing any
more editions of my toy-sol-
dier books. I don’t know.
The first edition of
“Collecting Toy Soldiers”
sold a bit over 10,000
copies. So did the second.
Since there was going to be
almost nothing in the way of
foreign-made soldiers in
“Collecting American-Made

Soldiers”, I’d have recommended a printing of just
8000. Alas, my publisher didn’t ask my opinion and
whomped out 12,000. And 10,000 of “Collecting
Foreign-Made Toy Soldiers”. The American book, as
of December 31, had sold 8371 copies.
Respectable, but still plenty of copies piled up in the
warehouse. The foreign book, as of that date, had
sold 7473. My publisher is doing everything it can,
via drastically lowered prices, to get rid of the things,
but even if it does, I don’t know if they’ll ask for new
editions. eBay may have put a crimp in price guides,
as it has in a lot of other areas. But in the meantime
I continue to collect prices, photos, and information,
just in case, four large boxes full (so far). So if
you’ve anything you’d like to contribute, just get in
touch. My email address is grammy3@hargray.com.

Lincoln Logs “Set No. 30”. Photo by Ron Steiner

Boxed set of Superior’s “Fighting Commandos”, all Beton copies. Photo by Ron Steiner

Barclay paint-your-own Army Set in a 1935 Butler Bros. catalog
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Spirit has a 

Rhythm. . .

Experience a diverse selection of 40 Pipe Bands, 40 Brass Bands, 7 College

Bands, 6 Police Bands, 8 Fife and Drum Bands and 3 Drum and Bugle Bands.

There is sure to be something that will move you. Enjoy a quality selection from

William King Military Miniatures, Don’s House of Toy Soldiers, Queen Victoria’s
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March over to Bill’s web site and buy now with the convenience of PayPal or go
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Virginia’s Largest Military Bases 
Are In Richmond and Williamsburg.

See the world’s greatest armies standing side by side in our incredible collection of military miniatures.
Featuring Frontline Figures, King and Country, East of India, Britains, Charles
Biggs’ Premier Models, Wm Hocker, Forward March and many others. And check
out our unusual toys, games, dolls and gifts for children of all ages. With shops 
in Richmond and Williamsburg, it’s easy to deploy these troops to your home.

www.toymakerofwilliamsburg.com • Toll Free 800-343-8697
1215 East Cary St., Shockoe Slip, Richmond, Va.• 804-783-1744

415 Duke of Gloucester St., Merchants Square, Williamsburg, Va. • 757-229-5660
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ONE YEAR LATER 
By William J. Miele

It’s Thursday, August 16, 2002 and I’m driving to Pittsburgh
International Airport to meet two young English ladies. Several weeks ear-
lier, based on the recommendation of Ray Haradin and Norman Joplin, I’d
executed an agreement with Vectis Auctions Ltd. to arrange the sale of
my collection of Britains Ltd. lead soldiers. Negotiating the final agreement
had been straightforward and pleasant. Vectis’ Chairman and Managing
Director Brian Goodall was easy to deal with and readily agreed to my
special conditions. Among the conditions was that he would dispatch
Vectis personnel to the U.S. to pack and ship, at his cost, the collection to
their offices in the U.K. True to his word, I met two attractive and engaging
young ladies at the airport, Vicky Weall, General Manager and her assis-
tant Debbie Cockerill who have the
most delightful accents. Over the next
four days, they worked tirelessly pack-
ing the collections, using supplies deliv-
ered to the house earlier in the week.
The ladies stayed at our home and my

wife, Joanna, went out of her way to make them feel welcome and
comfortable. Usually they worked from early morning until 10:00 or
11:00 at night. Each evening we enjoyed a nice family dinner with the
ladies and we got to know them quite well. Sunday evening we went
out for dinner and, to my surprise, Vicky picked up the check. Had I
known that we would have gone to a much fancier establishment.

The collection consisting of over 800 lots (mostly boxed sets) took
nearly 50 large containers. Monday morning an average size lorry
arrived to transport the collection to the airport. It took three trips.
Later, after having dropped Vicky and Debbie at the airport I began to
have grave reservations. The collection lovingly assembled over 30
years was gone and in just four days.

Encouraged by Roger D. Hecht, collector extraor-
dinaire, my collection grew expediently during the mid
to late 80’s. At one time the collection topped 1,500
Britains boxed sets. While my wife was relieved, I was
devastated. What was I going to do without my
babies? Soldiers had been a big part of my life as
long as I can remember. The gallery that housed the
collection was empty. Although I did retain a number
of my favorite sets, the bulk of the collection was now
airborne and winging its way out of the country. Over
the previous 10 years or so, in order to thin out the
collection, Ray Haradin had sold a number of sets on
my behalf. That had been painful but nothing like this.

Over the next month Peter Rumsey of Vectis organized, cataloged and priced the collection. We
talked often over that period and he handled me with great kindness and sensitivity. He must have
sensed that I was hurting. It’s hard to imagine a more pleasant fellow to deal with. Peter recommended
that the collection be sold in 2 parts with the first auction to be held on December 5, 2002. He produced
a magnificent catalog with all lots being photographed individually. The artistic nature of the catalog did
help ease the pain. At least my babies were going out in style.

Vicky and Debbie in the soldier gallery

Vicky, Debbie and Joanna Miele at dinner
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ONE YEAR LATER (Cont.)

The day of part one of the auction I was a
wreck. I wasn’t concerned so much about the
money. More than anything, I wanted people to
like my collection. Had the auction not done well
I would have been devastated. At the conclusion
of the auction on the 5th, Peter Rumsey called
with the results. Even with his reserve he could
not hide his enthusiasm. The sale had been a
huge success. The collections crown jewel, Set
No. 1520, the Short Monoplane Flying Boat,
1937, realized almost $16,000 when including
buyers premium. The Salvation Army (11 lots),
Steel Helmeted sets, Bahamas Police (2 lots), Pink Room figures, and large displays all did very well.
Set No. 2013, Indian Army Mountain Battery in Review Order, 1948, realized an amazing $7,000. The
small Beaufighter prototype, of which only 2 exist, sold for $2,600. In spite of these outstanding results
however, some items did not sell, such as the Royal Mail Van #1552, 1937 version and a couple of gun
teams. Overall, the sale gained 30% above the high estimates. Brian, Peter and the rest of the Vectis
staff had done a great job. 

In spite of the fine results, I was still in pain. 
Warren Mitchell even stopped sending me his
lists. It was Toy Soldier Purgatory. Gradually the
pain has dissipated, helped somewhat by a large
bank draft from Vectis.

I learned a lot from this experience. First, the
advice received from Ray and Norman was
invaluable. Next, there isn’t a better organization
in the toy soldier world to deal with than Vectis.
They did a wonderful job and fulfilled every com-
mitment. The most important lesson learned,
however, was that Vicky and Debbie are real
cute and Ray and Norman are not.

Dedicated to Roger D. Hecht of
New York City and Naples,
Florida, collector extraordinaire.

Womens Army Corps. from Lyons Corner House Mechanical Display, 
from the Len Richards collection sold for $1600

Royal Marine Colour Party sold for $2800

Set #318 RHA at the Halt sold for $6425

Set #1301 USA Army Band in Steel Helmets sold for $5100
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SEE OUR
WEB SITE

FOR 
CURRENT

INVENTORY
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TOY SOLDIERS of SAN DIEGO 
Metal & Plastic Figures and Accessories 

Hand Painted Figures & Dioramas

Collectibles  

Featuring 

FORCES OF VALOR 54mm DIE CAST VEHICLES AND SOFT PLASTIC FIGURES  *  21
st

 CENTURY 54mm WWII

VEHICLES & FIGURES * BUILD-A-RAMA WWII ACCESSORIES * BRITAINS PAINTED METAL (RC2 BRANDS / 

ERTL COLLECTIBLES) WWII - ACW - NAPOLEONIC – REV WAR – ALAMO – BNO - and BRITAINS ACCESSORIES 

* CONTE COLLECTIBLES METAL & PLASTIC * BARZSO * FORM TECH BUILDINGS & ACCESSORIES   *  CLASSIC 

TOY SOLDIERS * A-CALL-TO-ARMS * WATERLOO 1815 * HaT * MARX FIGURES and ACCESSORIES *

REPLICANTS * CHERILEA * CHARBENS * ARMIES-IN-PLASTIC * ITALERI * IMEX * BMC *  AIRFIX  *  PENNCRAFT

METAL CANNONS * BRITAINS DEETAIL PLASTIC *  MATCHBOX WWII FIGURES * REAMSA  *  TIMPO  *  TOYWAY

* LONE STAR *  BUTTERNUT & BLUE ACW  *  COLLECTIBLE PLASTIC  *  P & P - UNIQUE FIGURES  *   CUSTER'S 

LAST STAND DIORAMA  *  ALAMO DIORAMA  *  TSSD's HAND PAINTED FIGURES  *  MOVIES * BOOKS * PLUS

MANY OTHER 54mm & 60mm SCALE FIGURES AND ACCESSORIES, AND 1/72
nd

 SCALE BUILDINGS.  

Email: tssd@sdsoldiers.com 

PLEASE VISIT OUR 7,000 PHOTO WEBSITE 
http://www.sdsoldiers.com

PHONE: ( 760 ) 723 - 6583  FAX: ( 760 ) 723 - 6586 

847 CULLODEN COURT  FALLBROOK  CALIFORNIA  92028  U.S.A. 

www.burlingtontoys.com



96

FOR SALE
THE VERY BEST IN CIVILIAN FIGURES 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

NORMAN JOPLIN
Preparing lists for sale by mail 

or email of the best in civilian figures. 
These FREE lists are yours for the asking

Order from Norman Joplin 
535 Fir Street 

Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021 
Telephone

262.707.8401
or 262.692.3913

Email: 
info@normanjoplin.com

Author and distributor 
of the following books:

Britains Civilian Toy Figures
The Great Book of 
Hollowcast Figures 

American Dimestore Figures 
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Your homeowners insurance
is rarely adequate enough to
cover your collectibles. We

��������	

Or visit www.collectinsure.com

P.O. Box 1200-OTS
Westminster MD 21158
TOLL FREE: 1-888-837-9537
E-Mail us at:
info@insurecollectibles.com

For Old Toy Soldiers

• Sample collector rates: $3,000 for $14, $10,000 for $38, $25,000 for $95, $50,000
for $190, $100,000 for $278, $200,000 for $418. Above $200,000, rate is $1.40 per
$1,000.

• Our insurance carrier is AM Best's rated A+ (Superior).
• We insure old toy soldiers, militaria, and scores of other collectibles. “One-

stop” service for practically everything you collect.
• Replacement value. We use expert/professional help valuing collectible losses.

Consumer friendly service: Our office handles your loss—you won't deal with a big
insurer who doesn't know collectibles.

• Detailed inventory and/or professional appraisal not required. Collectors list items
over $5,000, dealers no listing required.

• See our website (or call, fax, e-mail us) for full information, including standard
exclusions.

Need A Rate Quote?
Call 1-888-837-9537

have provided economical,
dependable collectibles
insurance since 1966.

Collectibles Insurance Agency

All early Britains toys, 
especially the 

SAILOR MONEY BOX. 
Will pay top dollar for 

top condition! 
Call toll free 

1-800-349-8009 or 
email: raytoys@aol.com

W A N T E D



The Toy
&

Old Tin Sol
4106 South
713/661-2665 Fa

“I Remember My Most F

Rare old German Sonnenberg 1870 Horses that gallop, on springs. $6,500

Naval Canon Team Diorama w/Old German
Tin Plate Boat. $6,295

Rare Britains Charterhouse Sandbag Encampment
set. $6,500

Set 149 Rare Britain “The Great War Game” 
$4,995

Set 148 
Rare Britain “The
Great War Game”

The Toy Soldier 
& Old Tin

4106 South Shepherd
Houston, Texas 77098

“I Remember My Most 



y Soldier
&
dier Shoppe
h Shepherd
ax 713/661-2697

Favorite Christmas”

Rare Paris Office Britains French Field Artillery Team and French Supply
Wagon. Britain Canon Team w/steel helmets from Christies Auctions. Price
upon request.

Set 2186 Rare Britain Bahamas Police
Band. $5,995

Set 1288 Rare Britain
Royal Marines Band.

$4,000

Rare Malcolm Forbes set Christies Auction   $12,500

Soldier Shoppe

713/661-2665
Fax 713/661-2697

Favorite Christmas”
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When in Wisconsin…
Antique Toy Soldiers are to be found at

SERGEANT GREENE’S
SOLDIERS

EMAIL: dgruehn@execpc.com
IN THESE ANTIQUE MALLS:
FOX RIVER ANTIQUE MALL. 1074 VAN DYKE RD.,
APPLETON, PHONE: 920-731-9699, BOOTH #169

IN THE MILWAUKEE AREA…
SCHOOL DAYS MALL, 9500 DURAND AVE, (HWY.11)
STURTEVANT, PHONE: 262-886-1069, BOOTH #54

CEDAR CREEK ANTIQUES, N70 W6340 BRIDGE RD.,
CEDARBURG, PHONE: 262-377-2204, BOOTH#6DG

Christian B. Keller

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my three convenient locations in southern Pennsylvania for 

your Britains (boxed, unboxed, sets, singles, military and civilian), 

Johillco, Dimestore, Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and older 

German makes: 

• ADAMS ANTIQUES--Adamstown, PA.  2400 North Reading Rd.  

Take Rt. 272 North for one mile after exiting from exit 21 of the Turnpike.  

Open daily, 10-5.  Note:  This is NOT Adamstown Antique Gallery. 

• ANTIQUE CENTER OF GETTYSBURG--Gettysburg, PA.  30 

Baltimore St., just south of the square.  Open daily, 10-6, except Tuesdays 

(closed).   

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES--Carlisle, PA.  725 North Hanover St. 1 

mile north of the square, between entrance to Carlisle Fairgrounds and the 

U.S. Army War College.  Open daily, 10-5. 

A good variety of manufacturers available in each store.  All items 

priced to sell.  My inventory is constantly changing, so check back 

often! 

I buy old toy soldier collections. 

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  219 RIDGE RD., CARLISLE, PA  17013   

or doktorkec@aol.com 

Old Toy Soldiers
For Sale

(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *
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Judiann & Bob O’Connell • 7296 Oakmont Drive • Santa Rosa, CA 95409
(707) 537-7620 catalog available for $1

Email: oconnell@earthlink.net
Web Site: http//:www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info/

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our
site gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.
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Pat Dillon Antiques
Toy Soldier Centre

Specializing in Britains, Mignot, Ducal 
Lineol, Steadfast and German Flats   

Toronto Antique Centre 

276 King Street West 

Toronto, On, Canada M5V 1J2

 Tel:1-877-260-9087,  Fax: 416-266-8737 
e-mail: pdantiq@sympatico.ca 

Web Site:  http://www.patdillon.com

ANTIQUE & 
COLLECTABLE TOYS

BRITAINS & DIMESTORE

THE TOY BOX
“IN SWEET CAROLINE’S WILLIAMS HOUSE”

TONY & GAIL TEPER
FAX 440-235-4695

440-934-4605/440-934-1800
37300 DETROIT RD.
AVON, OHIO 44011
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BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE

PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 
928-717-1698

EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net
Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

At Brunton’s Barracks we are the proud North
American agents for Garibaldi. Our inventory
of new items include Britains, King & Country,
Imperial, J G Miniatures Scenery & Buildings,
Mignot, Alymer, East of India, HM of GB and
Spirit of the Empire. Our extensive inventory
of early toy soldiers include Britains, Johillco,
Composition, Dimestore and many more. At
Brunton’s Barracks we are always buying, and
are interested in your quality trades. Send for
our free current inventory list, or call Bill or
Pam Brunton at (928) 717-1698

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

BUILD YOUR ARMY! 

AMERICANS IN MINIATURE 
BRITAINS � CONTE � CORGI 

DUCAL � EDMUNDS 
FRONTLINE 

KING & COUNTRY � REGAL 
MARTIN RITCHIE 

SHENANDOAH � TRADITION 

Specializing in U. S. Marines of all time 
periods, American Civil War & other wars.  
Over 500 square feet of Toy Soldiers on display! 

BUY • SELL • TRADE 

Large selection of limited edition military 
 art prints and books at discount prices!

Stan Clark Military Books 
c/o Antique Center of Gettysburg 

30 Baltimore St.  
Gettysburg, PA  17325  USA 

Phone:  717-337-3669  •  Fax:  717-337-0581 
email:  scmb@blazenet.net
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FFOORR SSAALLEE

DDIIMMEESSTTOORREESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Over 500 figures,  most 95%+

Barclay,  Manoil, Grey Iron, and 
others.  ALSO BUYING

DIMESTORES.
Send $1 for next list to 

Stan Alekna, 732 Aspen Lane,
Lebanon, PA 17042-9073.

TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  Civilian Toy Figures -
many rare and unusual items. 

For free lists 
email info@normanjoplin.com 

or see full page ad in this issue.

For Sale-Book: Old German Toy Soldiers, by Dr. Hans Henning Roer.
Printed on high quality art stock, 221pp and over 230 superb colour illus-

trations. Includes Heyde, GSN, Haffner, the Heinrich Brothers (Noris),
Krause, Allgeyer, the Brothers Zolles, Hans Dorfler, Metzger, Wollner

and others. Text is English, German and French; all illustrations are
captioned in this manner limited to 100 copies only in the USA and

Canada. Price: $95.00 including packing, shipping & insurance.
Please write, telephone or FAX your order. Payment by cheque, VISA,

Mastercard or Amex Credit Cards. Available only from: 
The Red Lancer Inc.,  P.O. Box 8056, Mesa, AZ 85214, U.S.A. 

Tel: (480) 964-9667  FAX: (480) 890-9495 
e.mail: napoleon@redlancer.com.

TOY SOLDIER AUCTIONS BY MAIL… Wm Britains Soldiers, sets
and individual figures dating from the early 1900’s to 1960’s. We

have been auctioning toy soldiers  for over 25 years. Five Britains
Auctions per year. Send two 37 cent stamps for introductory auction

with color photos, descriptions and bid sheet. 
Phil Savino, 124-13 Hwy 441, Micanopy, Florida 32667

TOY SOLDIER DIMESTORE AUCTIONS BY MAIL… Barclay,
Manoil, Betons, etc. Dating from the 1920’s to the 1960’s. We have

been auctioning toy soldiers for over 25 years. Five Dimestore
Auctions per year. Send two 37 cent stamps for introductory auction

with color photos, descriptions and bid sheet. 
Phil Savino, 124-13 Hwy 441, Micanopy, Florida 32667

G.M. Haley Lists of Old Toy Soldiers For Sale A well known and long
established Toy Soldier expert, offers regular lists of Britain’s Hollow

Cast and Other Makers, Continental, Composition and Plastic. My lists
since 1970 have formed the basis of many fine collections. Money back
guarantee on all items, fast efficient shipping. Please state your inter-

ests and enclose your address and email (if available) G.M. Haley,
Hippins Farm, Blacksawhead, Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, England,

HX7 7 JG  gedhaley@aol.com

FOR SALE: OLD BRITAINS TOY SOLDIERS & RELATED
Collection surplus and duplicates. Singles. Sets. Artillery. Forts. Toy
Soldiers & Military History Books. For price list, please email your

name & address or leave on answering machine.  
Norman Rodriguez, nkrod@bellsouth.net or 901-218-7046.

Castings from original John Hill
Co. molds. Also painted figures
from many other molds in our
collection. Large SASE for list,
please specify area of interest.

West Falls Miniatures
P.O. Box 3. West Falls, NY 14170

OOlldd  BBrriittaaiinnss  --  Selling my per-
sonal collection. Send $1 for

postage to Bob Fisher, 
P.O. Box 1755, Vista, CA 92085.

TONY BURLEY
BOY SCOUT MODELS 

11 different sets. For leaflets
contact: 40 Trindle Road

South Nutfield, Redhill 
Surrey RH1 4JN, England

INVENTORY CLEARANCE -
30% OFF Imperial, Alymer,
Others - MIB - SASE 74¢ - 

Jack Paquette, 
2355 Parliament Sq., Toledo, OH,

Ph/Fax (419) 841-8131

SALE LIST OF TOY SOLDIERS & EQUIPMENT. Mostly 54mm
Victorian Colonial Wars, WWI & II (Britains, Johilco, Trophy, Brigade,

etc.) plus miscellany. Military Matchbox now fully listed. For lists:
website - www.commandantminiatures.com or send $1.00 to Ed

Poole, P.O. Box 50433, Austin, TX 78763.

ELASTOLIN COLLECTION FOR SALE A collection of very good
composition Cowboys & Indians with some accessories as well as

some military. Over 70 pieces, many on horses, original clean condi-
tion. Please write J. Friedman, PO Box 593, Burlingame, CA 94011
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WWAANNTTEEDDBBUUYYIINNGG  EENNTTIIRREE
CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONNSS  OORR  

SSIINNGGLLEE  PPIIEECCEE
Acquiring exceptionally fine
quality figures at the highest
prices:  Especially interested

in Britains, Dime Store,
Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin,

Marklin, Courtney, Vertunni,
American Soldier Company,

Auburn Rubber, French
Aluminum, Warren and Early
Plastic figures.  Photographs

will be required.  Ray Haradin,
1039 Lakemont Dr.,

Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  
E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.

Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WWAANNTTEEDD
Britains Paris Office - Toy

Soldiers and Catalogs.
Contact:  Rob Wilson.

E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WWAANNTTEEDD::  MMIIDD--SSOOUUTTHH  CCOOLL--
LLEECCTTOORRSS

Interested in periodic get-
togethers with other toy sol-
dier collectors in TN/MS/AR

area? Please contact
Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or 
nkrod@bellsouth.net.

WWAANNTTEEDD::  
EEAARRLLYY &&  PPRREEWWAARR

BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS
Single sets. Display sets.

Collections. Excellent 
condition. Preferably

boxed. Also Artillery, Toy
Forts, Related materials. 

Norman Rodriguez at 
901-218-7046 or

nkrod@bellsouth.net.

WWAANNTTEEDD::  
PRE-1915 TOY BANKS,

MECHANICAL & STILL, AMER-
ICAN MADE TIN TOYS,
CLOCKWORK TOYS, 

PHOTOS: CHILDREN & TOYS,
BANKS, RELATED ITEMS!

DR Z
1350 KIRTS #160

TROY MI 48084 USA
WWW.DRZZEEZZI.COM

WANTED
Fair price paid Britains #1440

Officer, Olive Drab; #89 2x
Lying Firing, Standing Firing,
1920’s Paint; #1495 Painter
Figure; Woman For Civilian
Motorcycle. 1-800-349-8009

WANTED
New to Like New Great Book

of Britains, by James Opie
paying $150 per copy 

1-412-343-8733

WANTED
Britains Picture Pack

Figures
Confederate Cavalry:

#1364B Trumpeter
Union Cavalry:
#1358B Officer

#1359B Trumpeter
Also, Johillco Union
Cavalry Trumpeter

Call 212-799-0495 or
Email mdluvsrn@aol.com

WANTED
Britains Household Utensils &
Tea Sets Boxed and in good 

condition Top prices paid 
Contact Philip Dean 

Email: philip@philipdean.com

TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  MMaarrkkeettppllaaccee
AAddvveerrttiisseemmeennttss  RRaatteess..

20 Words $5, plus $5 for each 
additional 20 words. Submit ads to:

OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr
P. O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WWAANNTTEEDD  ((ddeessppeerraatteellyy))
Al Charles (Rosedale) cast-

ings 40 mm (produced
around 1985): Crusaders

and Saracens, ACW 
Send info to: Luigi Toiati,

Via Pietro Borsieri, 
12-00195, Rome, Italy

Email: 
luigi.toiati@focusresearch.it

WANTED
One (1) complete set of the

Graham Farish Queen
Elizabeth coronation figures
in excellent to mint condi-

tion in original boxes.
Contact James Lieberman,

33 Benedict Road,
Scarsdale, NY 10583, USA.
Email jliebe424@aol.com.

Phone 914-725-5740
Fax 914-725-6078
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22000033
NNoovveemmbbeerr  1166  --  SSuunnddaayy.. Westchester Toy Soldier Muster Show and Sale 10am - 3pm. Ramada Inn.94
Business Park Drive. Westchester Business Park.Armonk NY. Contact Daniel Karppinen (917) 864 4755

November 16 - Sunday. Kalamazoo Toy Soldier Show.  10-3.  Holiday Inn West, 2747 South 11th Street,
Kalamazoo, Mi. 49009. Donald Case 248-335-5626 or dsptoysoldiers@aol.com

NNoovveemmbbeerr  1166  --  SSuunnddaayy.. Hudson Valley Toy Soldier Military & Miniature Figure Show and Sale. 
Hilton, 455 South Broadway (route 9) Tarrytown, NY. Contact Ed Gries (201) 342 6475.

NNoovveemmbbeerr  1199  --  WWeeddnneessddaayy.. Bonhams Toy Soldier Auction. Knightsbridge London.Contact James Opie 44(0)
207 794 7447. EMail lgotch@bonhams.com 
www.bonhams.com <http://www.bonhams.com>  

NNoovveemmbbeerr  2233  --  SSuunnddaayy.. Annual Pennsylvania Toy Soldier, Militaria and Miniature Figure Show and Sale
9am-3pm. Sheraton Bucks County Hotel. 400 Oxford Valley Road. Langhorne,PA Contact Ed Gries 
(201) 342 6475.

NNoovveemmbbeerr  2233 – Sunday. Connecticut Toy Soldier Muster, Show and Sale 11am-4pm.Ramada Inn Bradley, 
5 Ella Grasso Turnpike, Windsor Locks,CT.Located at juncture of RT20 & RT75 off I-91 (exit 40). Contact
Daniel Karpinnen (917) 864 4755.

NNoovveemmbbeerr  2299  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. 2nd Bloomfield Toy Soldier Show 10-Marriott (Centerpoint) 3600 Centerpoint
Parkway, Pontiac, Michigan 48341 Contact Donald Case (248) 335-5626. dsptoysoldiers@aol.com

DDeecceemmbbeerr  44  --  TThhuurrssddaayy.. Vectis Auctions. Toy Soldier Auction. 10.30 am. Buckingham Community Centre.
England. Contact E mail admin@vectis.co.uk  Telephone 44( 0) 1642 750616

DDeecceemmbbeerr  55--  FFrriiddaayy.. Christies Toy Soldier Auction. South Kensington .London
Contact Hugo Marsh Telephone 44(0) 207 752 3274. Email hmarsh@christies.com 

December 6 - Saturday. The British Toy Soldier and Figure Show. 10am-4pm The Royal National Hotel,
Bedford Way,(off Russell Square) London. Contact Debbie Cockerill,Vectis Auctions,(44) 1642 750616. 
Fax (44) 1642 769478).E-Mail admin@vectis.co.uk 

December 6 - Saturday. Springfield Toy Soldier Show.  10-3.  Holiday Inn Express, 6401 Brandon Ave,
Springfield, Va. 22150.  Donald Case 248-335-5626 or dsptoysoldiers@aol.com

DDeecceemmbbeerr  66  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Heart of the South Toy Soldier Show and Sale.9 am -3pm Annandale VFD
Community Center.7128 Columbia Park. Annandale Virginia. Contact Bill Harlowe (703) 878 2922. Ed Gries
(201) 342 6475

December 7 - Sunday. Central New England Toy Soldier Show. Ramada Hotel. 5 Ella Grasso Turnpike.
Windsor Locks, Conneticut. 10 am to 4pm Contact The Hobby Bunker 781-321-8855  
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1133  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Annapolis Christmas Toy Soldier Show. Loews Hotel. Contact 410 268 1141.
Email richsossi@friend.ly.net 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1144  --  SSuunnddaayy.. The Empire State Toy Soldier Show and Sale.9am-3pm. Adria Hotel 221-17
Northern Blvd. Bayside .New York. Contact John Stengel (718) 418 9439.

TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2003/2004
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January 17 - Saturday. Toy Soldier & Militaria Auction. Holiday Inn - Livonia, MI. I-275 and 6 Mile Road.
12:00 pm, Preview 9:30 am. Contact Joseph F. Saine Toy Soldiers 419-691-0008  Email: josaine@att.net

January 18 - Sunday. Michigan Toy Soldier & Figure Show. 9am - 3pm Holiday Inn, Livonia

JJaannuuaarryy  2255  --  SSuunnddaayy.. South Carolina Military Miniatures Society ( SCMMS) 5th Annual Kiawah Island Toy
Soldier Show. East Beach Conference Center. Contact Jack Mathews 828 884 6080. Email jmatth@mind-
spring.com or Lance Leader 843 795 8728.

FFeebbrruuaarryy  88  --  SSuunnddaayy..  South Florida Toy Soldier Show. 9am- 3pm. (New Location) Fort Lauderdale 
Plantation Holiday Inn.1711 North University Boulevard.Plantation.Florida.
Contact Alan McGhee 954.431.9295 Email secretary@southfloridatoysoldier.com

FFeebbrruuaarryy  1144  --  SSaattuurrddaayy..  Dan Morphy's Antique Toy, Doll & Advertising Show. 9am - 3pm. York
Fairgrounds.York, Pennsylvania. Contact 717 335 3435

March 7 - Sunday. "The West Coaster" Irvine Marriott Hotel.
(Orange County Airport) 1800 Von Karman Avenue.Irvine . California,
Show information PO Box 1755 Vista California 92085. Telephone /Fax (760) 724 7488.
Hotel Information 1.800.228.9290

MMaarrcchh  2277  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. British Toy Soldier and Figure Show. Royal National Hotel.Beford Way (Russell
Square) London. Contact Debbie Cockerill at Vectis Telephone 44(0) 1642 750616.
EMail admin@vectis.co.uk  www.vectis.co.uk

MMaarrcchh  2288  --  SSuunnddaayy..  --  Indy 2004. Fifteenth Anniversary Toy Soldier Show.Sheraton Inn North 8787 Keystone
Crossing.Indianapolis. Indiana. Contact Barry Carter 765 345 5665.Email indytoysoldier@hotmail.com 

MMaayy  88  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. 5th Springfield Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn Express.6401 Brandon Avenue Springfield,
Virginia. Contact Donald Case. 248 335 5628.  Email ds ptoysoldiers@aol.com

JJuunnee  2266  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. British Toy Soldier and Figure Show. Royal National Hotel.Beford Way (Russell Square)
London. Contact Debbie Cockerill at Vectis Telephone 44(0) 1642 750616.
EMail admin@vectis.co.uk  www.vectis.co.uk

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2266  --  SSuunnddaayy.. OTSN Incs 24th Annual Chicago Toy Soldier Show. Hyatt Regency.Woodfield.
Shaumburg. Illinois. Contact Don Pielin.630 497 1239

OOccttoobbeerr  1166  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. 6th Springfield Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn Express.6401 Brandon Avenue
Springfield, Virginia. Contact Donald Case. 248 335 5628. Email dsptoysoldiers@aol.com 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  44  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. British Toy Soldier and Figure Show. Royal National Hotel.Beford Way (Russell
Square) London. Contact Debbie Cockerill at Vectis Telephone 44(0) 1642 750616.
EMail admin@vectis.co.uk  www.vectis.co.uk

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling,
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s). 

TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2003/2004 (cont.)
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Alekna, Stan Email: salekna@bellatlantic.net  
Tel: 717-228-2361 ...........................................................................102

Alymer  Tel/Fax: 011 3496 3333945 .......................................................63

American Dimestore Toy Soldiers and Figures - Book 
(Pielin, Joplin & Johnson.)  Email: pielin@aol.com  
Tel: 847-541-2439  Fax: 847-541-6759 ............................................70

ANI  www.anitoysoldiers.com  info@anitoysoldiers.com ........................84

Antique Toy World Magazine  PO Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634 ....................................................................70

Annapolis Christmas Toy Soldier Show  410-268-1141  Email richsossi@friend.ly.net.....................................26

Arley L. Pett Antiques  Email: APett92117@aol.com  Tel: 978-283-2612  Fax: 978-283-2496.........................94

Armies of the World - Book, Joe Wallis ..........................................................................................................70

Arquebus  Email: webshop@arquebus.com .................................................................................................... 90

Bill The Bandman  www.cyg.net/~bandman  Email: wkilborn@hotmail.com  Tel: 519-284-3052 .....................88

Bonhams  Tel: +44 (0)20 7313 3137 or +44 (0)20 7794 7447 www.bonhams.com..........................................58

Britains Civilian Toy Figures - Book, Norman Joplin  Email: njoplin@prodigy.net  Tel: 262-236-0561..............69

British Toy Soldier and Figure Show - See Vectis Auctions

Brunton’s Barracks  myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1  Email: bruntonsbrcks@cableone.net
Tel: 928-717-1698 ......................................................................................................................................103

Bryerton’s  Tel: 312-666-2800  Fax: 312-666-9755  www.bryertons.com  Email: Bryertons@aol.com ............36

Burlington Antique Toys  Tel: 212-861-9708  www.burlingtontoys.com .............................................................95

Christies  Tel: +44 (0)20 7752 3274  christies.com ...........................................................................................59

Clark, Peter  Email: psclark@erols.com  Tel: 202-544-3348 ...........................................................................103

Collectibles Insurance Agency  www.collectinsure.com  Email: info@insurecollectibles.com.
Tel: 888-837-9537  Fax: 410-876-9233........................................................................................................97

Columbia Carvings.............................................................................................................................................32
Conté Collectibles, Ltd. “The Collectors Company” 

T: 702-233-8201  Fax: 702-233-8206  Email: ordering@conteco.com..................................................64- 67
Counterpane Gallery  Email: countRpane@aol.com  Tel/Fax: 703-536-3064.................................................103
Digital Barracks  Email: knoxdata@compuserve.com ....................................................................................102
Dillon, Pat  www.patdillon.com  Email: pdantiq@sympatico.ca. Tel: 1-877-260-9087  Fax: 416-266-8737 ....102
Ducal  Tel (01144) 23 80 69 21 19  Fax (01144) 23 80 60 24 56  Email: jack@fortducal.co.uk .......................72
Duke’s Brow Collectibles  Tel: 416-255-1037  Fax: 416-255-9016

www.dukesbrow.ca  Email: sales@dukesbrow.ca ......................................................................................80 
Durso Company, The  http://users.skynet.be/Durso  Email: vindotti@erols.com. .............................................69
Dutkins Collectables  www.dutkins.com  Email: rich@dutkins.com  

Tel: 800-545-2769  Fax: 800-682-8163..................................................................................................39, 48
East of India Company  Tel: (852) 9192 7833  Fax: 1-509-351-3963  

www.eastofindia.com  Email: ken@eastofindia.com....................................................................................53

AAddvveerrttiisseerrss  IInnddeexx
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Empire State Toy Soldier Show, Ed Gries  Tel: 201-342-6475 ...........................................................................24
Figuren Magazine  Email: redktion@figuren.magazin.de ................................................................................ 32
Florida Toy Soldier and Action Figure Show  Tel: 954-431-9295  

Email: secretary@southfloridatoysoldier.com  southfloridatoysoldier.com ..................................................29
Green’s Collectables  www.walshes.net/green.htm  Email: ma52557@aol.com  Tel: 973-627-4961 ...............70
Guards Toy Soldier Centre, The  www.theguardstoy soldiercentre.co.uk  Email: mklmodels@btinternet.com

Tel: 020-7976-0850  Fax: 01189-733947 .....................................................................................................72
Handcrafted Military Vehicles,  Tel: 203-866-2470 ............................................................................................32
Haradin, Ray (see Toys of Yesteryear)  www.raytoys.com   Email: raytoys@aol.com  

Tel: 800-349-8009 / 412-343-8733  Fax: 412-344-5273 ...............................................................IFC, 77, 97
Heart of the South Military and Miniature Figure Show Contact Ed Gries 201 342 6475.................................24
Henry Kurtz, Ltd.  Tel: 212-642-5904  Fax 212-874-6018 .................................................................................62
Hickling, Allen  Tel: www.toyforts.com  Email: hickling@toyforts.com  Tel: 011-44-1926-815-385..................102
Hobby Bunker  www.hobbybunker.com   Email: matt@hobbybunker.com

Tel: 781-321-8855  Fax: 781-321-8866......................................................................................................105
Hocker, William  Tel: 510-841-4458 .....................................................................................................................9
Hornung, Art  www.hornungart.com  Tel: 513-761-8518  Fax: 513-761-0950 ...................................................37
Hudson Valley Toy Soldier Military & Miniature Show, Ed Gries  Tel: 201-342-6475 ........................................24
Imperial Armies in Color  Tel: 401-863-1578......................................................................................................78
Indy 2004 Toy Soldier Show  Tel: 765 345 5665  Email indytoysoldier@hotmail.com......................................32
Joplin, Norman  Email: info@normanjoplin.com  Tel: 262-707-8401 ..............................................62, 69, 81, 96
Keller, Christian B.  Email: doktorkec@aol.com .............................................................................................100
King and Country  www.kingandcountry.com  Tel: 852-2525-8603  Fax: 852-2861-3806...................................3
Kings X  www.kingsx.com  Email: kxts@texas.net  Tel: 210-226-7000  Fax: 210-226-7117 ............................38
London Bridge   www.londonbridgetoys.com  Email: lbt@londonbridgetoys.com  Tel/Fax: 610-967-6887.......97
Matthews, Jack  Tel: 828-884-6080  Email: jmatth@mindspring.com .............................................................100
Michigan Toy Soldier Company  www.michtoy.com  Email: michigantoysoldier@home.com.

Tel: 248-586-1022  Fax: 248-586-9934........................................................................................................90
Michigan Toy Soldier Show. Contact Rick Berry 248 586 1022 ........................................................................27
Mignot  www.lepetitsoldat.com  Email: jcarleton@aol.com

Tel: 314-862-3311 / 866-862-3311; Fax: 314-862-8311...............................................................................84
Mitchell, K. Warren  Tel: 740-927-1661............................................................................................................100
Morlan, Scott G.  Tel: 949-646-6009..................................................................................................................81
Morphy's, Dan Antique Toy, Doll and Advertising Show  Tel: 717-335-3435 .....................................................30
Northcoast Miniatures  www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info  Email: oconnell@earthlink.net

Tel: 707-537-7620 ......................................................................................................................................101
Old Tin Soldier Shoppe  Tel 713-661-2665  Fax: 713-661-2697 .................................................................98, 99
Old Toy Soldier Back Issues  Email: raytoys@aol.com .......................................................................................8
Old Toy Soldier Show Chicago, Don Pielin  Email: dimestores@aol.com  Tel: 630-497-1239 .........................33
Old Toy Soldiers Home  www.oldtoysoldierhome.com  Tel/Fax: 760-758-5481 ................................................94

111
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Pennsylvania Military and Miniature Figure Show. Contact Ed Gries 201 342 6475 ........................................24
Peter Nathan Toy Soldiers  Tel: (612) 9279 2668  Fax: (612) 9279 2658  

www.toysoldiers.com.au  Email: peter@toysoldiers.com.au........................................................................91
Real Miniatures  281-752-6523  Email: realminiatures@mindspring.com  www.realminiatures.com .............. 78
Retro 1-2-3   www.retro1-2-3.com  Tel: 815-338-7693 ......................................................................................49
Rodden Heraldic Sculpture  roddenheraldic.com  Tel/Fax: 603-742-7480 ........................................................52
Saine, Joe   Toy Soldier Auction Email: josaine@att.net  Tel: 419-691-0008....................................................61
Sergeant Greene’s Soldiers  Tel: 920-731-9699 or 262-886-1069 or 262-377-2204

Email: dgruehn@execpc.com ....................................................................................................................100
Sierra Toy Soldier Company  Tel: 408-564-4133  Fax: 408-257-0166  www.sierratoysoldier.com....................91
Small Blue Planet  Tel: 1-800-320-0290  www.smallblueplanet.com.................................................................73
Soldiery, The   www.soldiery.com  Email: info@soldiery.com  Tel/Fax: 315-461-0087......................................81
Sommers, Steve and Jo  Tel: 708-383-6525 ...................................................................................................101
South Carolina Miniatures Society  Tel: 828-884-6080  Email: jmatth@mindspring.com .................................28
St. Petersburg Collection. www.aeroartinc.com Email: soldiers@aeroartinc.com.

Tel: 703-406-4376  Fax: 703-406-4377......................................................................................................6, 7
Stan Clark Military Books  Tel: 717-337-3669  Fax: 717-337-0581  Email: scmb@blazenet.net....................103
Stockade.Miniatures.Inc. www.stockade-miniatures.com E-mail: mrosso@ptd.net.

Tel: 570-424-8507; Fax: 570-424-8503........................................................................................................90
Toy Box, The  www.thetoybox.4t.com  Email: Richardthetoybox@aol.com ...................................................101
Toy Box, The  440-934-4605 / 440-934-1800  Fax: 440-235-4695 ............................................................... 102
Toy Soldier, The  www.the-toy-soldier.com. Tel: 570-629-7227 .........................................................................54
Toy Soldier Bookshop, The  rrwagner@juno.com  Tel: 513-554-1162 .............................................................69 
Toy Soldiers of San Diego  www.sdsoldiers.com  Email: tssd@sdsoldiers.com ..............................................95
Toy Troops  www.Toytroops.com  Email: ToyTroops@ToyTroops.com  

Tel: 714-379-4956  Fax: 714-379-4957......................................................................................................101
Toymaker of Williamsburg, The  www.toymakerofwilliamsburg.com  Tel 800-343-8697 ...................................89
Toys of Yesteryear   www.raytoys.com   Email: raytoys@aol.com

Tel: 800-349-8009  412-343-8733  Fax: 412-344-5273 .................................................................IFC, 77, 97
Tradition of London Limited  www.traditionoflondon.com  Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

Tel: 011-44-207493-7452  Fax: 011-44-207355-1224.................................................................................BC
Treefrog Treasures  Tel: 866-394-2418 or 309-394-2330  

sales@treefrogtreasures.com  www.treefrogtreasures.com ......................................................................104
US Military Miniatures  Tel: 610-681-5324.......................................................................................................104
Vectis Auctions  www.vectis.co.uk  Email: admin@vectis.co.uk

Tel: 011-44-1642-750616  Fax: 011-44-1642-769478............................................................................25, 60
Westchester Toy Soldier Muster, Daniel Karppinen  Tel: 917-864-4755............................................................25
West Coaster, The  Tel /Fax: (760) 724 7488  thewestcoaster.com..................................................................31
William Britain Collectors Club  www.wbritaincollectorsclub.com  Email: sales@wbritaincollectorsclub.com

Tel: 001-44-1189-737080  Fax: 001-44-1189-733947................................................................................IBC
William James Collection  Tel: 239-642-3292 or 888.755.9856  www.williamjamescollection.com ..................91
Windows of the World Displays  www.toysoldierbuildings.com  Email: gerry@toysoldier.com or

Email: ghw@atlantic.net  Tel: 727-846-8849 ...............................................................................................88



RAY HARADIN
Toys of Yesteryear

Pittsburgh, PA
(412) 343-8733

TM

Please call for a catalog of
the finest selection of Britains soldiers,
Dimestore soldiers, and turn of the Century American toys.
(412) 343-8733     1 (800)349-8009     Fax (412) 344-5273
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American Metal 
Flamethrower Tank

Tradition
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors

Made in England by 

Tradition of London Limited . 33 Curzon Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7TR . England
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 – 5.30. Saturday 9.30 – 3.00

Tel: 020 7493 7452  . Fax: 020 7355 1224 .  Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
2121 S. Racine Avenue

Chicago . Illinois 60608
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Kings X Toy Soldiers
206 Alamo Plaza 

San Antonio . Texas 78205 
Phone (210) 226 7000 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002 
Phone (609) 428 9559

The Toy Soldier Company
100 Riverside Drive 

New York . New York 10024
Phone (212) 799 6348

Tradition USA
12924 Viking Drive 

Burnsville . Minnesota 55337 
Phone (952) 890 1634

Julius Vesz
100 Front Street West

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581

Military Miniatures
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8

Wake . Virginia 23176
Phone (804) 776 7367

TNC Enterprises 
318 Churchill Court

Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 
Phone (502) 765 5035

The Soldiery
P.O. Box 639

Syracuse . New York 13209
Phone & Fax (315) 461 0087 

To follow soon: “The Zulu War 1879”

“The French and Indian 
Wars 1750’s” 

Set no. 606 

French Infantry 1750’s 

An Officer with colour,
Officer, Drummer, two Sergeants  
and two Corporals

“The French and Indian 
Wars 1750’s”

Set no. 607 

French Infantry 1750’s 

An Officer and seven Privates


