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Besold Flats - Nuremburg

By Norman Joplin

John Garratt in his book The
World Encyclopedia of Model
Soldiers states -- Besold, Nurem-
berg. (1800 - 93). Producers of 30
mm flats. Carl Ludwig Friedrich
Albert Besold ( 1800 - 57 ), was
apprenticed to Schweigger: Jo-
hann Andreas 1835 - 1893 suc-
ceeded him. Friedrich Besold,
moving to Furth, sold the business
in 1877 to Fortner and Haffner,
who in turn sold it to Schildnecht
in about 1890. The eatrlier flats
were of fine quality, especially 5
mounted knights with moveable
arms in the Nuremberg Museum.
The knights in the Nuremberg
Museum are marked BESOLD /
NUREMBERG and are the only
pieces known to be marked.

Although the following statement in John Garratt’s book in-
dicates that Besold manufactured 30 mm items, the Prussian
Cavalry figure and Knights are much larger and have a unique

articulated arm.

Besold Knights, seemingly 30 mm are also featured in Lead
Soldiers and Figurines by Marcel Baldet.

The cover illustration in this OTS issue was kindly supplied by

collector and friend Merrill Morris.

Two views of the Besold Prussian Calvary Officer

German Articulated Arm Knight
Very early, circa 1850’s production. 70 mm

German Articulated Arm Mounted Knights




HOBBY NEWS

Calendar Issued at
Toy Soldier Show

To celebrate 30 years of OTS Show the organizers
issued a collector’s edition calendar.

William Britain’s

New Christmas Release

OTS Trivia Quiz Held Over

As no all correct entries have been received,
the trivia quiz deadline has been
extended until February 2011.

See Volume 34 #2 for quiz questions.



Mystery Britains Tin
By John Waterworth

The Michael O’Donnell article in this issue illus-
trates that Ebay can still be relied upon to produce
interesting previously unseen Britains items.

Although of a much more modern vintage, these
photos show a tin containing Britains New Metal
Model Guardsmen obviously sold as London Sou-
venirs.

The Plumes on each pousby are painted to repre-
sent each guards regiment. Something not known
to have been done by Britains.

John Waterworth is a UK Collector and Co Author
of Britains New Toy Soldiers 1972 - Present
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THE UNTOLD DIMESTORE SOLDIER STORY
OF THE 1993 MOVIE “TOYS”

By Louis S. Steinberg

“Damn it!!” I said out loud to myself,
pensively looking at the screen of my
computer. From another room came a
winsome questioning voice, “What's the
matter, Honey?” (I'm called Honey by
my wife, that is. ... sometimes.)

“I can’t get this article started!” I aggra-
vatingly yelled back. From yet another
room submitted cheerful but subtle
words of wisdom, “Grandpa, why don’t
you start it from the beginning?”

Now, why couldn’t I have thought of that?
So, to comply with the un-possessed
young at heart, house guest.....bere it
goes....

Back in the late 70s I met Alan J. Adler
through our individual frequenting, buy-
ing and selling, collectible toys at the vari-
ous weekend venues held about the great-
er Los Angeles area. My son’s fantasy was
captured by toy trains. It was Dimestore

toy soldiers for me, since I collected them
as a boy. Alan, a screenwriter and low-
budget film producer, was excited about
every kind of toy imaginable and loved
1950'’s monster movie posters.

It was at the 1992 Westcoaster Toy Soldier
Show that Alan approached me to discuss
a pressing dilemma confronting him. He
was now officially the “Toy Consultant”
Jor the new Fox movie, TOYS, already in
pre-production at 20th Century Fox Stu-
dios in Los Angeles.

At one point in the film’s story the script
called for sundry shots of a massive pa-
rade of toy soldiers marching, as if “pass-
ing in review” before the film’s owner of a
toy factory, who in the scene, was sick in
a hospital bed.

Alan specifically requested Dimestore sol-
dier figures because of their size and dis-
tinctive toyish look of the 30s and 40s.

”Leading the Big Parade”
Figures by Bill Holt
In order to help, I needed much more in-
Sformation. . ..like just how many figures
make up “massive?”

Alan related, “Like you know...many
type bands; lots of marching guys; hors-
es, cycles, flags; different branches of the
service. All of that”

An immediate eyeball survey of all the Dimestore deal-
ers combined within the Westcoaster Show could not
gin up enough toy soldiers to satisfy this conception
of “massive.” There was absolutely no one who had
enough of the original figures. So, now what’s next?

In my own mind | began to think of the active Dime-
store producers who could possibly handle the mak-
ing and delivery of a production the size of this aspira-
tion. But, Hey! After all, this is for a major Hollywood
movie. And, mountains are frequently moved by Hol-
lywood!

Ed Poole was my first thought. Although, he physi-
cally had the shop set-up, i.e. lead furnace, mold
maker, centrifugal caster, et al.....but, he was still an
active Medical Doctor. His spare time, at best, would
be minimal. Couldn’t chance his delivery on such a
quantity of toy soldiers.

Ed Burley and Bill Holt then mentally floated to the
top of my list. Throughout my years of collecting their
Dimestore conversion figures, | valued their creativity;
the quality of their completed work; their packaging,
and their stated policy of shipping and delivery. Even
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with their large client base, | personally, never had a
problem in being a customer. Sounded possible.

A phone call to each was made to evaluate and dis-
cuss the size of this project, as well as to really see
if the soldier makers were willing to undertake such
a venture. To say the least, there was much excite-
ment in “Oltoysoldierville!!” Alan also contacted Ron
Eccles and he committed as well.

Jack Eccles, Ron’s Father, in 1992 Molding Sailors for TOYS
Note Original Manoil Mold and M-9 Raw Castings



THE UNTOLD DIMESTORE SOLDIER STORY
OF THE 1993 MOVIE “TOYS” (Cont.)

TOYS Identification

Solid Cast WW I Doughboy with Rear View of Holt Mold”

Holt’s First Try Sailor WW II Officer

Marching

In closing, | told Ed and Bill that | would inform Alan and to
expect a call from him. | also mentioned to them to negotiate
their own pricing, and beyond their enthusiasm, get a written
purchase order with monies up front and payment-in-full be-
fore shipping, as they would with any other customer.

Burley, Holt and Eccles were contracted by Fox to conscript
a pompous Dimestore ceremonial procession! Holt further
reviewed with Ed and Ron the production responsibilities that
each would handle. Then their hullabaloo began!

Word shot like lighting, especially through the Dimestore seg-
ment of our hobby. Everyone was talking about how such
publicity will boost the hobby. Hopefully, more of the young-
er generation would be impressed and gravitate towards toy
soldiering.

Man Oh Man...could you believe? Three of our own hobby-
ists will be custom manufacturing a very big toy soldier pa-
rade for a major Hollywood Studio, 20th Century Fox, for their
star-studded, feature film, TOYS, to be released in late 1993.

Nerve endings were electrified with numbing excitement.
Brain waves so speedily moved that eyes oozed weeping’s of
joy. The religious sinfully yelled euphoric curse words. It was
“Oltoysoldierville’s” most happiest occasion!!

For newcomers to our hobby and for those whom have yet to
view TOYS, the following is offered so that you may appreci-
ate a rather brief storyline synopsis of the feature film and its
inclusive star appeal.

TOYS starred Robin Williams. Co-starred Donald O’Conner,
Joan Cusack, L L Cool J, Jamie Foxx (as a toy factory worker
in his first screen appearance), Jack Warden, Michael Gam-
bon and Robin Wright Penn. The cast alone validated it as
a major production. Williams, himself, was still a very big
draw.

To top it all off, Academy Award winner for directing Rain
Man, Barry Levinson was to guide the cast’s performance.
Also, Academy Award winner, Ferdinando Scarfiotti for The
Last Emperor, was the film’s Production Designer.

Who could ask for a better vehicle with such qualified artisans
in which to expose to the world the unusual look of a huge
parade of older Dimestore toy soldiers?? Tailor made, I'd say!
This has got to be fantastic P R for the hobby and pride for its
collecting community.
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THE UNTOLD DIMESTORE SOLDIER STORY
OF THE 1993 MOVIE “TOYS” (Cont.)

The plot, oversimplified, has Williams
acting as a buffoon inventor who wish-
es to own his dying father’s toy fac-
tory. His father, a longtime maker of
whimsical toys, feeling his son is too
flippant and immature to undertake
the ownership, leaves the factory to
his own brother, a military General en-
thused with the battle forces of War.

The General, along with his own son,
proceed to develop diabolical war
toys, while in short time transforming
the factory into an oppressive work
place. He forces the employees to
manufacture a sadistic video game de-
signed to control live weapons.

Williams and his sister soon evolve out
of their over-extended childhood and
together they revamp his father’s fac-
tory to its original toy production.

Edward H. Burley, Toy Soldiers, of Pal-
metto, Florida, when interviewed by its
newspaper in early 1992 was quoted,
“I’m making for the movie, TOYS, five
different toy Bands consisting of 25
pieces each, plus a group of 36 march-
ing soldiers in modern day American
Army Dress Blue uniform. One Band is
also in that uniform. The others are a
WW I U. S. Army Doughboy; One U. S.
Navy with Flag Bearers; a U. S. Marine
Band; and, a West Point Cadet Band.
That totals 161 solid lead figures that
never existed in my catalogs. Fox has
to have everything to shoot a scene by
the first week in April of 1993.”

Burley and his grandson, Jacob, com-
pleted the process from creating new
masters through mold-making, cast-
ing, assembly and final painting.

Bill Holt of Holt’s Hobbies, also in
Florida, experienced a similar method
of production. He was challenged to
make and deliver-on-time contingents
of motorcycles, singles and with side-
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Modern 25 Piece American Army Band in Dress Blue Uniforms
Burley’s photos supplied by his daughter, Colleen Fry

Sample of Burley’s West Point Cadet Band Figures

Burley’s WW | Doughboy Band

Burley’s WW | Doughboy Band Setup in Work Area




THE UNTOLD DIMESTORE SOLDIER STORY
OF THE 1993 MOVIE “TOYS” (Cont.)

Partial Set-up of Two Contingents for the Big Parade

cars; horses with mounted figures; and, various flag
bearers leading marching units...a combined total of
200 pieces. Ron Eccles’ production totaled 120 ge-
neric marching figures.

All assembled and thanks to Fox’s TOYS, this did make-
up and display a truly massive parade... the likes of
which the hobby nor it’s public had never before seen,
even at the largest of international toy shows. | have
great trepidations that it will ever be duplicated.

The final details to the figures were most definitive.
Fox insisted that some be painted to represent the
ethnic color balance of the Armed Forces of today.
Holt, concerned there were no Negro U. S. combat
troops in WW [, eagerly accepted Fox’s challenge to
integrate a fantasy force to include such never-be-
fore-seen toy soldier figures as Blacks!

The gossip talk amongst the hobbyist was that the
parade figures were to be placed on an endless
treadmill, conveyor type belt of about 25 to 28 feet
that would move ever so slowly to give a camera’s
impression of a precise marching parade.

Well...Oh Well, to parody Robert Burns, “The best
laid plans of mice and Hollywood failed to happen!!”
The Movie was released before Christmas in Decem-
ber, 1993. | might believe Ed Burley was first in line
to buy a ticket. He was so excited.

| have a copy of Ed’s monthly newsletter to his client
list stating, “I have just seen TOYS. | cannot express
myself to you all how embarrassed | am. | really
thought you all would see a beautiful and long pa-
rade. We spent a year making this parade and it was
never seen, except for at the movie’s very end, for

Modern Army Band Being Prepped on Workbench

Machine Gunner and Officer in Sidecar
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THE UNTOLD DIMESTORE SOLDIER STORY
OF THE 1993 MOVIE “TOYS” (Cont.)

maybe ten seconds, as the production people were
being listed.”

So what can you say?? Stuff Happens!! | pried about
when | decided to write this article. Although it’s now
been almost ten years, both Ed Burley and Bill Holt
have since passed on.

Bill’s wife, Sharon, did relate some gossip to me that
she vaguely remembers as she worked alongside Bill
to produce his part of the parade.

Bill Holt was an exceptional theoretical engineer be-
fore retiring, having two careers with aviation, twenty
years in the Air Force and then civilian life. Sharon
remembers most of his thinking because he was also
very disappointed.

When it came time to film the “Big Parade” scene, the
conveyer belt that carried the toy army sagged and
the device functioned haltingly. The figures, there-
fore, had a tendency to fall off at the end.

Holt believes it was not engineered properly to handle
the concentrated lead weight of so many solid figures
contained within its distance.

But ironically, Holt, Burley and Eccles themselves,
may have contributed to this problem through solid
casting their figures — which was the way they always
did it — but, no one at the time knew that every ounce
of the miniatures would be crucial and proportionate
to the belt machine’s proper operation.

Holt then guessed that it would cost the production
way too much to bring in a structural machine engi-
neer to reconstruct the treadmill properly. Then, add
that to the cost of the delay to the principal filming.
So, the production just went with as much of the army
in operation as they already got on film.

Now, when disappointment with regrets knocked at
the door, the joys of trying and doing should not fly
out the window. Therefore, the ten seconds on the
giant silver screen might be much appreciated with-
out any prejudice. And...That’s Showbiz!

However, my various attempts at discovery failed to
reveal just what happened to the almost 500 prop toy
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soldiers. Hopefully, they are bivouacked in safe en-
campment boxes to be activated for another future
film.

A critic stated, “TOYS, as an offbeat fantasy ad-
venture comedy, did not fare well at the box-office.
It was another misfire for Robin Williams.” Barry
Levinson was also nominated for a Razzie Award as
Worst Director. He did not win. However, Ferdinando
Scarfiotti was nominated for an Oscar for Best Art Di-
rection and Albert Wolsky for Best Costume Design.
Neither won.

As my focus within our hobby became intense with
the making of my own conversion Dimestore figures,
my attendance at the Shows began to wane. | lost
sight of many collector friends.

But | did contact Alan J. Adler for his comments.
He was pleased that both the Production Design
and Wardrobe departments he worked for on TOYS
were nominated for Academy Awards as mentioned
above.

Alan stayed on at Fox for 10 years to develop and
head their Archives and curate Fox’s first museum,
THE HALL OF COOL STUFF, in Sydney, Australia.

My thanks to Colleen Fry, the daughter of Ed Burley,
for providing pictures and other materials for this ar-
ticle. Thanks also to Sharon Holt and Ron Eccles for
first-hand remembrances. The input of Alan Adler
revived my past.

Alan said, “Some folks may have seen Dimestore’s
Last Hurrah in TOYS to be more like Custer’s Last
Stand, but to all involved — me included - it was a
thrill to research, develop specialty figures and play
with some of the best toy soldiers ever made. And
though there are many small and expectant, hand-
painted faces on the editing room floor, the toy army
did have its day and played a colorful part in winning
the war to get TOYS in the film can and out to the
theaters.

Maybe that conveyer belt “Big Parade” still exists out
there — waiting in reserve to some day march again.”
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AUCTION PREVIEW

Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA
THE TOY SOLDIER & FIGURE COLLECTON
OF THE LATE FRED WEHR ~ PART I
& OTHER IMPORTANT PROPERTIES
0Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A. Two Day Auction Featuring over 1000 Lots

P.O. Box 13323 . .
pittsbureh, PA 15243 Saturday, November 20, 2010 ~ Old Toy Soldiers & Figures ~ 10 a.m.

412-343-8733 Britains, Heyde, Elastolin, Mignot, Lucotte, Timpo, Beiser, Cherilea, Greenhill/Courtenay,
1-800-349-8009 Vertunni, Early American Makers, MIM, Retired Gloss King and Country
Fax 412-344-5273 Sunday, November 21, 2010 ~ New Toy Soldiers & Figures ~ 10 a.m.
otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com

Britains, Premier, King and Country Limited Editions, Hocker, Ducal, Trophy, Schimek,

www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com Mark Time, Nostalgia, Steadfast, Imperial, Tradition, Marlborough, Alymer

Lucotte Napoleonic’s.

Britains Pre War
Phillip Segal Jack and Jill.

Mignot Napoleonic’s. King and Country Rare Gloss Highlanders

in Foreign Service dress.
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.

Britains Army Staff Cars.

Britains Centurion Tank Sand Colour.

Britains #4Z large Zoo Display set.

Britains Post War.

King and Country Rare Gloss Camel Corps.

The Bumblies Exceptionally Rare 1950's Britains Royal Horse Artillery Gun Team and Royal Engineers Pontoon Wagon.
British TV Characters.
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.

Britains Picture Packs. Elastolin large size Continental Armies.

Beiser Knockdown set.

Timpo and Charbens boxed Gls.

Greenhill/Courtenay Knights.

Heyde Landsknechts.

Britains Royal Field Artillery. Britains Pre War Bikanir Camel Corps.




AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.

Britains Black Watch Pipe Band.

Cherilea Boxed Sets.

Britains Racing Colours.

Jones Charging Highlanders.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Boxed sets

Britains Black Watch with Very Rare round based Officer. by Crescent and Johilco.



AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.

DAY 2 ~ NEW TOY SOLDIERS

Hocker Royal Horse Artillery

Marlborough Delhi Durbar Landau Trophy ‘Ladies’ from Hell

Ki d Country Para Attack J
mgan L?I::Iill;‘(,l E?Iirlaion ack Jeeh King and Country Ambulance Jeep King and Country Reece Jeep

Limited Edition Limited Edition

King and Country Armored Car
Limited Edition

King and Country

Major General Roy Urquhart

Limited Edition Hocker Queen’s Own Presentation Box
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.

Pottsdamer Zinn Soldaten

Ducal Guards Band

Hocker Continental Infantry

Kingcast Stretcher Set

Hocker Continental Artillery

Kingcast R.C.M.P.

Hocker Continental Infantry

Imperial Pioneers
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AUCTION PREVIEW

Sotheby’s to Sell The Forbes Collection of Antique Toys
Auction will be Held in New York on 17 December 2010

Sotheby’s is delighted to announce a sale of the cel-
ebrated collection of toy boats, soldiers, motorcycles
and classic board games lovingly gathered over nearly
four decades by legendary collector Malcolm Forbes
and his sons. Each area of the collection is amongst
the finest of its kind, boasting rare and important ex-
amples by the leading toy makers in the field - from
a Marklin recreation of the Cunard Line’s “Lusitania”
ocean liner, circa 1912, to a rare group of Medieval
Mounted Knights crafted by Richard Courtenay, to
the earliest surviving handmade Monopoly game-set,
circa 1933. The auction will also include 19th century
and American paintings depicting the joys of child-
hood and, together, the collection is estimated to bring
$3/5 million*. For the next several months, most of the
Collection will remain on view at The Forbes Galleries

on Fifth Avenue where it has been installed for the Forbes sweeping narrative of toy soldiers
past 25 years, before moving to Sotheby’s York Av-
enue headquarters for exhibition and sale, which will

take place on 17 December 2010.

“It’s clear to me that it was the nostalgia more than
anything else that sparked both the toy boat and the
toy soldier collections - the warm, embracing memo-
ries of the endless fun we had with them,” Malcolm
Forbes (Art & Antiques, “My Fantasy Fleet”, July 1989)
“Consider the many battles the soldiers have waged
and the voyages the boats have taken in so many
young and old imaginations — and may they launch
many more,” commented Robert Forbes, Vice Presi-
dent of Forbes and President of Forbes Life. “Though
we have been giving no small pleasure to the myriad
visitors here over the past 25 years, my brothers and |

concluded it was best that others now have a chance Forbes Buffalo Bill and Deadwood stagecoach
to own them, collect them, and maybe even wind

them up on a pond or pool and watch them go.”

“Toy collectors will be thrilled by the opportunity to
bid on a battle ship or ocean liner from this legendary
collection, said David Redden, Vice Chairman of So-
theby’s. “But so will many others, new to this collect-
ing field, who will be drawn by the Forbes name into
the magic and beauty of antique toys.”

TOY BOATS

The major portion of the sale will consist of a captivat-
ing array of sports, naval, commercial and luxury toy
boats.

Malcolm Forbes’ love of all things nautical began as a

child, when his family sailed frequently on ships such Forbes Aztec Pyramid
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as the ocean monarch Aquitania back to their home turf in
Scotland. His father, Forbes’ founder Bertie Charles (B.C.)
Forbes, started what would become a family tradition by
buying toy boats for Malcolm and his four brothers.

Many years later, in December 1973, the now-wealthy
and successful Malcolm Forbes, possessing the zest for
life inherited from his father, was struck by the sight of
an antique toy boat at FAO Schwartz, similar to the ones
he had owned as a child. He immediately bought it. This
initial purchase was soon followed by hundreds more, as-
sisted by his son Bob, who had also caught the toy boat
fever. The resulting collection — arguably one of the fin-
est in the world -- reflects the best examples from the
1870s through the 1950s, which is known as the Golden
Age of Toys. It includes examples from every major toy
boat maker, many originating from the Nuremburg area
in Germany, among them Marklin, Bing, Fleischmann and
Carette.

The largest toy boat in the collection, 47” long, is the cast-
iron French Gas- Powered Heavily Armored Gunboat (est.
$200/300,000), a replica of a 19th century battleship with
a gas-powered engine and zinc and bronze details also
known as “Andre the Giant.” A top lot of the sale, it is cur-
rently the only known example of its kind.

Also among the featured lots is the Mérklin recreation of the
Cunard Line’s “Lusitania” ocean liner (est. $100/200,000),
which was sunk in 1915 by a German submarine, helping
to precipitate America’s entry into World War |. It was pur-
chased by Malcolm Forbes for $28,600 at Sotheby’s New
York in 1983, setting a record at the time for the highest
price ever paid for a toy boat.

The boat, 37 1/2” in length, includes two lead seamen, a
seated passenger and five pairs of lifeboats, among other
details.

Forbes Courtenay Knight - Blue

The variety of unique items on offer in the toy boat section
of the sale includes numerous working submarines, sev-
eral Noah’s Arks, a Venetian-style Canal Boat, a ‘Morse
Code’ Tin Lighthouse and an original box of Titanic Soap
(“Guaranteed to Sink”).

TOY SOLDIERS

Toy soldiers have always captured the imagination of chil-
dren - and adults - and Malcolm Forbes was no exception.
In his later years he became an avid collector. Following
his death in 1990 his family sold a large portion of the col-
lection, retaining nevertheless many soldiers, marching
bands, cowboys and Indians, Aztecs and sailors, farmers
and fox hunters, and kings and queens, from famous man-
ufacturers such as Britains, Heyde, Mignot and Elastolin.

Leading this segment of the sale are two rare sets of finely
detailed medieval heraldic model figures, handmade in
Great Britain by Richard Courtenay: a group of 27 Early
Courtenay Mounted Knights (est. $15/25,000) and a group
of 13 Courtenay Mounted Knights (est. $10/15,000).

There are 28 lots in the sale consisting of lots ranging in
size from 13 to 1,400 individual figures. Makers include:
Aloys Ochel, Courtenay, Heyde, Mignot, Britains, Elas-
tolin, Lineol, Barclay, Manoil, Harold Pestana, Nostalgia,
Durso, Vertunni, Heinrichsen, and Kilia.

Further information contact

New York | Lauren Gioia | +1 212 606 7176 |
Lauren.Gioia@Sothebys.com

Darrell Rocha | Darrell. Rocha@Sothebys.com

Forbes Courtenay Knight - Red
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Bonhams

Among the many interesting lots in the upcom-
ing Bonham’s Sale is Set #49 Britain’s South
Australian Lancers, First Version.

The inside of the box lid reveals an address for
Hamley’s Toy Shop and indicates that as early
as 1896 Britains were on sale there.

Heyde see ad on this page.

Early Hamleys Rubber Stamp
Britains Set #49 South Australian Lancers
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1 Neil Court
Oceanside, NY 11572

516-594-0751

Saturday December 18th -
10AM at Our Gallery

500+ Lots of Toy Soldiers and Accessories

Viewing will be Wed 12/15 from Noon to
5PM, Thurs. 12/16 from Noon to 8PM, and
Friday 12/17 from Noon to 5PM. Absentee
& Phone Bidding is available on our web-
site, and live internet bidding is available
at www.proxibid.com/weissauctions

We are Proud to Offer Part 2 of the Ed-
ward Ryan Collection Featuring Paper Sol-
diers. European and American including
Sets by Parker Brothers, McLoughlin, and
other Major Makers. Britain Sets and Ac-
cessories as well as Soldier Related Book
and Ephemera. We will also offer 1000’s of
Soldiers from Various Estates with a strong
emphasis on Britains, Manoils, Barclay,
Durbar, and all other makers. Please visit
our website at www.weissauctions.com for
more details and information. We want to

add your material to our next Toy and Toy
Soldier sale, please contact us for details.

13% Buyers Premium Added to each lot
purchased directly thru our Gallery. Pay-
ment in Cash, Mastercard, Visa, Amex.
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Sierra Toy Soldier Company

The finest Toy Soldiers from
the heart of Northern California

King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!
New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at
15466 Los Gatos Blvd, #108
Les Gatos, CA 95032

Toll Free {86&) 86%-7653 » International {403] 358-3910
Fax (408) 138 3966

www.sierratoysoldier.com
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FILLING IN THE LINE, BRITAINS SET #2103

An E-bay Experience

By Michael O’Donnell

It was a warm Saturday evening on
March 8, 2008 in Palm Desert, CA.
My wife and | were spending the
winter with my Mother-in- Law so
we could escape the snow and rain
on San Juan Island, WA.

| know, what does this have to do
with Toy Soldiers you ask! Well af-
ter four months, | was bored! So
this evening | turned on Mom’s
computer and went to my favorite
E-bay Web Site: Toy & Hobbies >
Toy Soldiers > Vintage (Pre-1970)
> Lead > Britains. My next choice
was to click on “Newly Listed” and
see what had been posted since
my last visit. Three lines down
from the top was “1940’s Britains
Double Set (MINT) in Box #2103 on
Label” and “Buy It Now” $1750.00.
My first thought was; | think this is
an unknown set! | must get out my
“REGIMENTS OF ALL NATIONS”
Book. Fortunately, as all good
Toy Soldier collectors should do, |
brought both Joe Wallis books with
me. Sure enough, on page 127, Set
#2103 was listed as “Unknown”

I now know that this is a Very Rare
set and proceeded to read the deal-
er’s revised description (It seems
that another collector had already
contacted the dealer with informa-
tion as to its rarity). The following
is the dealer’s revised description:
Here is a very Rare Double Britains
soldier’s set (MINT) in VG Box. The
soldier’s have NEVER been taken
out of the box!!! Never played with!!!
The box has two torn corners. See
All Pictures!!! No date could be
found, but the older gentleman
| bought it from said he bought it
in England in the 1940’s. You also
get the original paper work. On
the bottom of each soldier it says
Made in England. Any?? PLEASE
E-mail me. The number on the box
is #2103.

| had to make a decision fast! There
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had already been 50 + hits on the
web page after being on E-bay for
only three plus hours. | knew that
other astute collectors had been
viewing the site and it would only be
minutes before it was gone forever.
At 21:14:40 On Saturday March 8,
2008,1 clicked on “Buy It Now” and
became the proud owner of one of
the Rarest Post War Sets to date
and the only one known!

The next morning | contacted Nor-
man Joplin, who with the help of
the 1939 factory records provided
me with the following information:

Britains Set #2103 was a “Special”

set produced for SELFRIDGES
Toy Store, London England, in June
1954. Its contents are:

One -3B-
Coldstream Guard Base Drum (Metal)
Two -5B-
Coldstream Guards Side Drum (Metal)
One -1 0B-
Coldstream Guard Cymbals
One -11B-
Coldstream Guard Flute of Fife
One -14B-
Scots Guard Piper
Six -26B-
Royal Welch Fusiliers Marching
Five -28B-



FILLING IN THE LINE, BRITAINS SET #2103
An E-bay Experience (Cont.)

Scots Guards Marching

Four -3 7B-
Life Guards on Walking Horses
Four -41B-
Royal Scots Grays on Walking Horses
One -388B-
Fusilier Officer Marching
One -645B-
Life Guard Officer on Prancing Horse
One -666B-
Scots Guard Officer Plain Arm Marching
One -668B-
Royal Scots Grays Officer on
Trotting Horse

One -680B-
Coldstream Guard Tenor Horn

One -702B- Goat

One -1270B-
Farrier Corporal of Life Guard on
Trotting Horse

A total of 32 pieces in a two layer
box. The box measures 15.5” X
10.5” X 2.5” Deep. In number of
figures, it ranks 8th in the largest
post war set category.

The end label says “BRITISH ARMY
DISPLAY #2103” A little more fun
history: | was able to make contact
with “Toy Dealer Dan” in Lewiston,
Idaho who related this story. He was
standing in the Post Office when a
friend came up to him and said he
knew an older gentleman, mid-80’s
that had a bunch of military toys

he wanted to sell. Dan took down
the information and contacted the
man a few days later. He arranged
a meeting at the man’s house and
when Dan walked into his kitchen
he had various makers of Die-cast
military vehicles all over the kitch-
en table. Dan made an offer, which
the man accepted. While Dan was
packing up the military vehicles,
the man disappeared into his bed-
room and reappeared with Britains
set #2103 and added it to the lot!
God works in strange ways!

Also of note is The Armies of the
World Book published by Joe Wal-
lis in 1993. In Appendix B, the list-
ing of postwar metal sets, on page
393, one finds Set #2103 listed as
Life Guards, Scots Grays, Scots
Guards, Royal Welsh Fusiliers and
Coldstream Guard Band (noncata-
logued): 32. Presumably this was
an update to his first book when
the factory records became avail-
able.

|l understand that many Dealers and
Collectors shy away from E-bay and
other associated sites. | have found
that E-bay has offered me an op-
portunity to expand my knowledge,
acquire unknown items, and stay
active in the hobby. | have for over
thirty years received five or more
Toy Soldier lists at various times
during the year. | still use these lists

to expand my collection and keep
connected with the hobby. For a
person who is unable to attend Toy
Soldier shows or doesn’t subscribe
to OTS; E-bay and the associated
sites provide a great opportunity
to access this great hobby. If more
Toys Soldier dealers were to sell on
E-bay they would open up an en-
tirely new opportunity to sell. They
may also find a whole new group
of collectors who know the hobby
only from their computer. For me,
E-bay is just another part of the
collecting experience!

| would like to thank Norman Jop-
lin, Joe Wallis, Ray Haradin and E-
bay for helping to make this article
possible.

Bio: Mike O’Donnell lives in Friday
Harbor, WA. and has been collect-
ing Toy Soldiers and related Military
items for over Thirty years. He was
Britains Collectors Club Member
#00001, but due to circumstances
beyond his control, he is now Mem-
ber #00000 (Another Story). Prior
to retiring to Washington in 2005
he was Nostalgia Toys of Bonita,
CA. in San Diego County. He has
specialized in the sale of Britains
Plastic and has been a fixture at
the West Coaster Toy Soldier Show
since its beginning 20 years ago.
He can be contacted at toymanlO@
gmail.com
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SHOW REPORT

Chicago
By Norman Joplin ® Photos By Noel Schlageter

They say time goes fast when you are enjoying something -
certainly true when attending the annual OTS Show in Chicago.

Time also goes quickly when you get older and although it
seems like only yesterday that OTS was celebrating 25 years,
this was year 30. Better than ever larger Sunday attendance,
many rare soldier finds, great friends, superb organization.

Roll on year 31, see you September 2011.

Don Pielin

The talk of the show, Figarti’s Ship

Ray Haradin and Susan Joplin prepare for the show opening

Louis Badalato with his King & Country Book
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Woody Lambrith and Bubba Mclain from California The OTS Team: Don Pielin, Joe Wallis, Jo and Steve Sommers, Roger Garfield

One of the many room displays during pre-show trading

Ray Haradin Helen Hall and Bobh Bailey, soon to be married - at last!
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Christian Keller Mike Shaw and OTS Contributor, Rober Dubois (right)

Matt Murphy - Hobby Bunker
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Don Pielin, Steve and Jo Sommers and the rest of the Old Toy Soldier Show staff have
provided collectors with the annual toy soldier event.

The Hyatt Hotel provided excellent service throughout the week leading to Sunday’s
Show. Friendly, courteous, efficient and always on hand to enhance the week’s events,
they deserve special mention. Without them the show would not be the same.

One well known collector was heard to remark, “It’s like coming home each year when |
arrive at the hotel.”

Dan, Linda and Bob - Bar Staff George and Eric - Bellmen

Jessie and Valerie - Coffee Station Natalia and Doug - Reception Francesco and George - Restaurant Managers
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HEYDE CLUB MEETS AT OTS SHOW

As part of the many fringe events held
during the preceeding days leading

to the Chicago OTS Show, a special
gathering of Heyde collectors was
organized and hosted by Steve and Jo
Sommers. Collectors were invited to
“show and tell” and a number of rari-
ties were on display.

The event, a one off insists Steve, also
coincided with the visit of many Ger-
man visitors along with Tony and Flo-
rian Borges from Luxembourg who are
compiling an illustrated reference book
on Heyde and are requesting help from
collectors who may wish to submit

photos. Contact toborges@pt.Iu. Larry Nahigan with his show and tell

Center Tony and Florian Borges

Show and Tell Showcase
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Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier and Figure Show

September 2010

Held each year at the Holiday Inn Bloomsbury, Central London, this
is the only specialist dateline show devoted to Old Toy Soldiers and
related Civilian Figures.

Although only a one day event, the show attracts dealers, visitors and
participants from many countries. This year visitors came from Tasma-
nia, Australia, France, Germany, Poland, ltaly, USA and Canada.

Holiday Inn Staff, Maggie and Jacqui

Norman Joplin and Ray Haradin

Hugo Margh, Special Auction Services Rare Pixyland Knut Variation, Sir Kreemy Right Heyde Highlanders

Pre-show dinner outing included guests from U.S.A., France, and Germany



SHOW REPORT (Cont.

Most of the UK’s leading dealers were in attendance and each of
the 75 tables were brim-full of old Hollowcast, Composition, and
Plastic figures.

An early start, 4 a.m. for dealers and early entrant buyers ensures
a non stop 12 hour opportunity to buy, sell, trade and socialize.

Next years event is Saturday, September 10th 2011.

Jane and John Waterworth Steve, Maryon and David with Fine Civilian Figures

Legendary dealer Ged Haley and wife Monica

Rob Wilson Ray and Nancy Haradin Gilly and Peter Greenhill
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2011 22" Annual
West Coaster

Toy Soldier & Miniature Figure Show
‘ Located at: ThelrvineMarriot Hotel
Near the Orange County Airport
1800 Von Kar man Ave.
Irvine, CA 92612
Sunday, March 6th

Featuring Antique Britains, Dimestore, Composition & Plastic, Military
& Civilian figures and sets. There will be an international gathering of
leading manufacturers, dealers, and collectors.

Open room activity through Thursday-Saturday. This event is open to
the public. Admission is $6 and children under 12 get in for free. $1 off
for those with coupons (limit 2 person max).

Call (760) 758-5481 or fax (760) 758-7004 for table infor mation.
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0ld Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
LiveAuctioneers.com
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

NEXT AUCTION
November 20th & 21st, 2010
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MY OWN DIMESTORE TOY CONVERSIONS
USING EPOXY PUTTY (PART II)
By Roger Dubois

An assortment of mili-
tary equipment can be
fashioned directly on
the surface of Dime-
store toy soldiers us-
ing two-part epoxy
putty. As examples of
what can be done, Part
| focused on build-
ing a cross on an arm
of a Manoil stretcher
carrier, an ammo belt
around the waist of a
Barclay sentry, and a
holstered revolver at-
tached to the waist
belt of a Barclay pi-
geon dispatcher (OTS
v. 34, n. 2, 2010).

Besides equipment,
articles of clothing can
also be made as will be
explained in this article
where the topcoat of a
Manoil doctor will be

Photo 1. Manoil Doctor

remodeled (Photo 1).
to be converted.

Following the removal of the diagonal coat-opening
edge, the doctor’s topcoat will be reconstructed by
adding a collar with lapels, cuffs, and a vertical coat-
opening edge. But first, the project will begin by fash-
ioning the front of a shirt collar with a tie that will be
exposed at the coat’s upper opening when the figure
is completed.

A picture of an officer wearing a topcoat appears in one
of my books about WWI. I'll use this photo as a guide.

The same brand of epoxy putty and the same tools
described in Part | will be employed for this project. In
addition, a motor tool with a cutter bit will be needed
along with some fine sandpaper and gap-filling putty
such as Bondo glazing and spot putty.

All shaping and trimming of fresh putty will be done
with the wet blade of a hobby knife.

Converting the Figure in Photo 1

1. Using a motor tool cutter, the diagonal coat-open-
ing edge is cut away. Tool marks left on the figure are
filed and sanded.
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Photo 2. Diagonal coat flap removed with cutter.

2. The figure is then primed to remove the metal shine
so as to improve the quality of close-up photos of my
working steps (Photo 2). Otherwise, | don’t normally
apply epoxy putty onto a painted surface.

3. After kneading a small amount of two-part epoxy
putty, the putty is rolled back and forth on a clean flat
surface to form aroll. The roll is then looped along the
base of the neck and flattened.

4. As noted in Part |, | like to work with stiff putty, and
so the putty is left to cure for an hour or more. Once
the putty has stiffened, work continues.

5. Starting at the base of the neck, two outward ex-
tending lines are etched in the putty to delineate the
shirt collar opening (Photo 3).

6. Then two lines are etched inward from the collar
lines to form the outline of a tie knot (Photo 3).

Photo 3. Diagonal cuts in putty delinate tie knot
and collar opening.



MY OWN DIMESTORE TOY CONVERSIONS
USING EPOXY PUTTY (PART Il) (Cont.)

7. Now that the basic shape of the shirt collar with tie
has been delineated, the surrounding excessive putty
is removed leaving behind the collar with a short tie
(Photo 4).

Photo 4. Excessive putty removed leaving collar and tie.

8. The putty is left to cure overnight.

9. The next day | begin making the coat collar with
lapels by first kneading a small amount of putty, turn-
ing it into a roll, and then applying the roll to the upper
right side of the figure. The roll is flattened while mak-
ing sure not to cover the front of the shirt collar and
the upper portion of the tie.

10. At this point, the putty is left to cure for an hour.

11. After the putty has stiffened, the edge of the coat
collar with lapel is outlined (Photo 5), and the surplus

putty is removed leaving behind the collar with lapel
(Photo 6).

12. The putty is left to cure overnight.

13. The following day steps 9 through 12 are repeated
on the left side of the figure (Photo 7 and 8).

14. Next, | need to make the vertical edge where one
side of the buttoned coat overlaps the other side. A
small amount of putty is kneaded and made into a roll
long enough to span the length of the overlap.

15. With one end of the roll aligned with the bottom
left lapel, the roll is flattened all the way down, and the
excessive putty is cut from the bottom end.

16. After the putty is left to cure for an hour, the right
side of the putty is feathered onto the figure. Next,
beginning at the bottom outer edge of the left lapel, a
straight edge is cut down the length of the putty, and
excessive putty is removed from the left side of the
cut. The coat-overlap edge is complete (Photo 9).

17. The putty is left to cure over night.

18. The following day the figure is primed (Photo 10),
and the work is examined. Not bad. The collar and
lapels have come out nicely. A close look reveals the
front of the shirt collar with tie.

19. However, just to the right of the coat-opening
edge, a very noticeable boundary runs down the
length of the figure where the putty smears onto the
metal (Photo 10). That noticeable boundary has to dis-
appear. | spread gap-filling putty over the area. Once

Photo 5. Outline of right side coat
collar and lapel in fresh putty.

Photo 6. Excessive putty removed
revealing collar and lapel.

Photo 7. Outline of left side coat
collar and lapel in fresh putty.

Photo 8. Excessive putty removed
revealing collar and lapel.
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Photo 9. Fresh putty delineating Photo 10. Figure nearly
where one side of topcoat completed.
overlaps the other side.

Photo 11. Finishing the collar. Photo 12. Adding a cuff.

Photo 13. Finished cuff.
46

dried, the area is sanded, primed, and reexamined. This
time the smeared boundary is no longer visible.

20. The collar needs to be finished on the backside. A
small amount of putty is kneaded, shaped into a short thin
roll, and placed along the back of the neck (Photo 11).

21. The roll is flattened and left to cure for an hour.

22. The surplus putty is then removed, and the top and
bottom edges are trimmed. The collar is done.

283. The final task involves making cuffs. A small amount
of putty is kneaded and shaped into a roll. A segment
of the roll is placed on each sleeve a short distance
above the hands and flattened (Photo 12).

24. | let the putty cure for an hour.

25. Later, | feather the putty rolls onto the metal and
trim the top edges (Photo 13).

26. The putty is left to cure overnight.

27. The next day the top cuff edges as well as the coat-
opening edge are lightly sanded.

28. | prime the figure again and thoroughly examine it.
No faults are found.

29. Following the guidelines described in an earlier ar-
ticle (OTS v. 31, n. 2, 2007), the doctor is painted, and
the outcome is shown in Photo 14.

Other Examples

As seen in Photo 14, an attractive conversion was made
without having to reposition or replace any body parts.
All it took was two-part epoxy putty, simple tools, and a
little bit of imagination. The following paragraphs briefly
describe a few additional examples of what else can be
fashioned on a Dimestore.

| could have done more work on the doctor as | did with
another conversion. Photo 15 displays the same con-
verted Manoil, but this figure has a coat belt with buckle.
(The head has been replaced with one of my castings.)
The belt was simple to make. A roll of putty was extend-
ed across the waist, flattened, let dry, and trimmed with
a knife. The buckle was made by pressing the open end
of a square brass hollow tube, with a side opening length
of 1/16th inch (Photo 16), into the fresh putty. After the
putty cured, the edge of the square imprint was painted
a different color than the belt.
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Photo 15. Conversion with belt
and buckle.

Photo 14. Finished conversion.

Photo 17 shows a Marine officer converted from a
Manoil ensign. Although not necessary, the project
began by replacing the head with one of my castings.
Next, the lapels and jacket overlap were removed with
a motor tool cutter. The depression around the collar
and tie was filled with gap putty and sanded when
dried. Once the front of the figure was flat and smooth,
the jacket was remade by adding a high collar, jacket
overlap edge extending down the front, chest pockets
with flaps, lower pocket flaps, jacket and pocket but-
tons, waist belt with buckle, chest strap with buckle,

Photo 17. Marine officer.

Photo 16. Square brass tube with a
1/16 inch side opening.

and shoulder straps (Photo 18). All of these items be-
gan as putty rolls cut to appropriate lengths that were
then flattened with a wet knife blade and shaped with
a toothpick or a knife blade. The buttons were made
the same way as the snap button in Part I.

Photo 19 displays a Prussian wearing a pair of red
and white upper-sleeve shoulder covers signifying
that he’s a bandsman. Each cover was made by plac-
ing a small putty roll along the edge of the shoulder.
With a knife blade, the putty was spread a short dis-
tance down the arm, let dry, and then edged.

In Photo 20 the puttees were filed away to give the
appearance that the French Legionnaire is wearing

Photo 18. Closer view of Marine officer. Photo 19. Prussian drummer

Photo 20. French Foreign Legionnaire.
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boots. Then above each boot but below a knee, a
small roll of putty was wrapped around leg, flattened,
and edged with a knife. When painted, this added
putty gives the appearance of bulging pant cloth just
above a boot.

Finally, the figure in Photo 20 is wearing a metal cast
of a soft cap (kepi) with a neck cloth made from epoxy
putty. A roll of kneaded putty was placed on powered
wax paper, spread with a wet knife blade, let dry, and
trimmed so that the width of the putty was a little lon-
ger than the length between the edge of the cap and
the shoulder. The putty was left to cure until it was
fairly stiff. Then the putty was fitted around the edge
of the cap, and surplus putty along the shoulder was
removed with a knife.

Concluding Comments

Parts | and Il were written to show readers how simple
it is to convert Dimestores using two-part epoxy putty
and to hopefully encourage hobbyists to give it a try,
if they have not done so. Of course, you don’t have to
follow my steps; develop your own method to fit your
style of converting Dimestores.

Working with epoxy is not that difficult. However, from
my experience, a key to successfully fashioning items
on a Dimestore is to begin by making a roll of knead-
ed putty the length and thickness befitting the job.
Once a roll has been made, it’s easily transferred to
the work surface where, because of its uniform thick-
ness along its length, the putty can be evenly spread
out, thereby facilitating the job of fashioning an item.

Lastly, hobbyists don’t have to be trained sculptors to
do this work. | believe it’s fair to say that Dimestores
are merely generalizations of real soldiers and not mil-
itary miniatures, and so fashioned items don’t have to
replicate the real thing. Impressionistic “add-ons” will
do very nicely. In the end and in my humble option, all
it takes is a little practice to yield satisfactory results.

I’'m still at dubois@umbc.edu if you have questions or
comments. Once again, thanks to all of you who have
passed on your thoughts to me. They were appreci-
ated.

HENRY KRURTZ, LTD.

Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

the best way to dispose of it.

163 Amsterdam Avenue e Suite 136 New York, New York 10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS

e We also purchase collections and individual items.
e Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining

e Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers
(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)

For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact:
HENRY KURTZ at (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018
or write to
Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #1306, New York, NY 10023
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Comte De Salm En Ardenne French
vs. Bernard De Trouttes English
Poitiers 1356 50mm Scale

Arthur De Bretagne De Richemont
with the Richemont Standard
50mm Scale

Thomas Hatfield Bishop of Durham 50mm Scale




BEISER’S PATENTS REVISITED
By Bill Nutting, March 2010

Although Charles W. Beiser’s role in the history of toy soldiers has been well documented particularly
in the pages of OTS(N) and in Richard O’Brien’s books, a look into his lesser-known patents helps
round out the picture of a prolific New York inventor with a global perspective.

What we are most familiar with are the three patents showing permutations of Beiser’s hinge design
for “knock-down” sets.

Filed April 14, 1904 Filed May 11, 1905 File August 23, 1906
Patented Feb. 21, 1905 Patented Oct. 30, 1906 Patented June 15, 1909
Patent # 782,817 Patent # 834,452 Patent #925,273

| AL 1501 Jax. 34 M= 1697, .
BEISER'S Couriars Sreairicarion. 1 suxET)

Although Beiser referred to patent #782,817 in adver-
tisements, no set with the pictured clip for round-based
soldiers has surfaced. I've never thought the clips in the
round base design look effective in holding in the soldier.
The third design also apparently never made it into pro-
duction. Beiser sets have only appeared with the revised
second patent design fitting rectangular-based figures.

While Beiser’s second and third board patents were as-
signed to “American Soldier Company, of Brooklyn, New
York, a Corporation of New York,” Beiser’s patent #782,817
was assigned in the original application to “Frances H.
Van Vechten, of Hollis, New York.” Looking in the New
York Times online archive, Joe Wallis has found a notice of
the American Soldier Company’s incorporation on Octo-
ber 30, 1902 -- with Beiser, Van Vechten, and a C. L. Keller
listed as directors -- but the underlying reason behind the
assignment is still a subject for speculation.

WW@WW oy gouogopoudas 51 S sy ] ]

Now for the patents that are less well known.

The English Patents

Beiser’s first iteration of toy soldier displays was the Eure-
ka soldier sets in which the soldiers stood upright. Beiser’s
“Eureka” labels and ads claim the name was trademarked
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and the design was patented, but | have never seen evi-
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BEISER’S PATENTS REVISITED (Cont.)

dence of an American patent for the Eureka-type
display. In turn, in England, “Charles William
Beiser, of 140 Saint Nicholas Avenue, Brook-
lyn” applied for a toy display patent on January
24, 1901, receiving the patent March 30, 1901. |
think we can assume that Beiser applied for but
did not receive the American patent, and that
the vague advertising in the U.S. referred to the
British patent. The drawing details the design -
two cardboard layers with cut-outs into which
soldiers on bases with extending tabs could be
pushed, turned, and locked in place. (While the
round bases with tabs were used for 54mm cav-
alry and large-size figures, a simpler design with
oval slots was used in actual production for the
54mm sets.) Finding Beiser’s original board de-
sign in the English patent records truly calls for a
cry of “Eureka”!

The English patent number that appears on Brit-
ains two knock-down Beiser board sets -- #148
English Soldiers (Royal Lancaster Regiment) and
#149 American Soldiers — is #7496, awarded to
Beiser in 1905 (also seen as “7496/05.”) The Eng-
lish patent document uses the illustration and
language from the first version -- the never-used
clip for round-based soldiers.

The “Stationer”’s Patents

Before he had patented the soldier boards, Beis-
er had patented in 1895 a “moistening device”
to be used for stamps and envelopes. This ties
into Beiser’s listing in the New York directories as
a “stationer” in 1896-7 and as an inkstand seller
in 1899-1900. This 1895 patent of a small metal
rectangle with tabs to secure a finger looks (to
me at least) like the genesis of the idea Beiser
would later apply to the hinge with tabs to se-
cure a lead soldier! (In the 1920°s Beiser came
back to the “moistening device” idea with a lick-
ing spaniel novelty “moistener for stamps, enve-
lopes, tape, etc.)”

The German Patent

Ads in Playthings magazine for the American Sol-
dier Co. touted not only Beiser’s American patent
but his German and English patents too. Beiser’s
1905 German patent uses the same illustration
of the hinges and clips for round-based soldiers
as does the English patent. The German Beiser
board shown lists the patent number 169,721,
and a warning about that this toy may not be
marketed in the U.S. or England. The Franco-
Prussian War soldiers are about 52mm scale --
somewhere between Britains and Heyde.
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BEISER’S PATENTS REVISITED (Cont.)

The Post-WWI Patents

One month after Armistice Beiser applied for a
patent for a “toy design” featuring a doughboy
bugler in front of a tent. Unlike the earlier toy
soldier display patents, this one doesn’t feature
a hinge. While the patent is not a radically new
design for soldiers and lacks either playability
or storage efficiencies, the display is attractive
and in sync with patriotism of the day. Perhaps
some collector has just such a tent with this
distinctive and previously unidentified base de-
sign?

In the 1920’s Beiser also revisited his early tar-
get game idea receiving patents for two toy pis-
tols specifically designed to be packaged with
his American Soldier Company target sets.

As Beiser explained in his application in the
patent on the right above, “military games have
been extensively manufactured and sold em-
bodying [sic] trays or bases and groups of lead
(alloy) soldiers pivotally joined thereto as set
forth in my Letters Patent No. 834,452, October

1906. ... The small arm is usually secured flat
on the tray . . . so that the assembly is sold as
a unit. . . . Heretofore it has been exceedingly

difficult to secure on the market toy small arms
sufficiently small in size, low in cost, accurate
in action . . . for the purpose of these military
games and the usually young children that use
them, and of the proper shape for securing to
the trays. ... “

DESIGN.

C. W. BEISER.

TOY SMALL ARM,
KPFLICATION TILED WOW. 17, 1520,

58,067. Patented June 7, 1921,

7"’,.':55- Z.
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C. W, BEISER.
TOT SMALL ARM.
AFPLICATIRA TiLi@ sam. 3, 1930
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| am selling the complete set of
176 OTS issues starting with the first
5- page issue, Vol. 1 No. 1, October 1976,
up to the current issue.

All are in excellent shape with a note
or two on some pages and some circled
classified ads. This is a real treasure trove
of 34 years of toy soldier information
with many articles by dearly departed
collectors and experts.

The price is $175.00 and that includes
an estimated $30-50 in shipping costs.

Call or email me at:

Stan Alekna,
732 Aspen Lane Send SASE for next catalog to:
Lebanon, PA 17042 Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

(717) 228-2361 Phone: (717) 228-2361

saleknat 936 @ya hoo.com E-mail: saleknal936@yahoo.com

The Great Book Of Britains,

Limited Edition by James Opie

ultimate reference
book. Includes
limited edition set

of soldiers. WANTED: ' r
Price $500 | Heyde Toy Soldiers
Standard edition $375

& Civilian Figures

RAY HARADIN TOYS OF YESTERYEAR Call or e

1039 Lakemont Dr. * Pittshurgh, PA 15243 Steve & Jo Sommers
1-800-349-8009 or 412-343-8733 « fax 412-344-5213 209 North Lombard
Shipping and handling $25, (me— Oak Park, IL 60302
" overseas shipping $50. @ 708-383-6525
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Donning War Paint!
Some further Rarities for Britains Aircraft Collectors
By Rob Wilson

In 1940 the clouds of war were thickening over Europe,
but Britains were still turning out a few toys for export
to the USA and other countries not yet embroiled in
the conflict. By May 1941 Britains had ceased pro-
duction of toys, turning their capacity over to helping
to make munitions and not returning to the manufac-
ture and distribution of toys until the end of 1945.

During the 1930s Britains began to provide modern
mechanized equipment to support their troops. This
included in 1930 the introduction of the (RAF) Mono-
plane with pilot (Set # 433). This was closely followed
in 1931 by a slightly larger set including additional pi-
lots and aircraftsmen (Set #434). Looking towards the
US market, US Army Air Force versions of the same
sets were also produced (Sets # 435 and 436 respec-
tively). Following real life practice at the time, the RAF
set was issued in a flash silver livery, in keeping with
the spirit of the art deco period. In contrast, the US
set was issued in a rather more functional dark olive/
khaki drab.

In 1930 the monoplane was at the cutting edge of
technology. A large proportion of the RAF aircraft
fleet at the time was still made up of traditional bi-
planes. These were produced by a myriad of small
companies such as Hawker, Bristol and Gloucester.
The famous monoplanes that played such a crucial
part in the “Battle of Britain”, the Supermarine Spit-
fire and Hawker Hurricane, were still gleams in their
designer’s eyes rather than operational aircraft. The
Britains model was not obviously based on any par-
ticular real life prototype. Despite it being somewhat
under-scale, with its square cut wings, radial engine
and open cockpit, it captured the essence of flyingin
this pioneering period of the development of military
applications of the monoplane. Recall that in 1931
the Wright Brothers were only just celebrating the
30th anniversary of the first powered flight, and the
appropriate strategy and tactics for use of this “new
fangled” weapon were still being developed.

In 1937 Britains, somewhat belatedly, introduced a bi-
plane (Set #1521). This used many of the same com-
ponents as the monoplane, including fuselage, tail
plane, undercarriage, engine and propeller, as well as
the pilot, and the same box. The latter was an inge-
nious design which allowed the base/tray of the box
to be used as a small hanger with pitched roof. This
latter feature was emphasized on the illustrated label.

Picture 1: The British Monoplane in its “War Paint”

According to James Opie this label was the first for
20 years NOT to be illustrated by Fred Whistock. One
change in the biplane compared with the earlier sets
was that the wings were redesigned with rounded tips
to give a more modern look. The same improvements
were also introduced to the monoplane sets, which
now used the same new box label with the biplane in
the foreground. The rounded wings made the mono-
plane model a little more like the real life Spitfire and
Hurricane that were just being introduced to the RAF
(although these both had enclosed cockpits and ra-
dial engines). These much faster and more powerful
machines were soon to make the traditional biplanes
obsolete, and by the start of hostilities only a very
few biplanes remained in service with the RAF and
the Fleet Air Arm. This may explain why the Britains
biplane was not very popular and is now a great rarity,
despite continuing in the catalogue for 4 years.

As the war clouds gathered the real aircraft were don-
ning their war paint. Camouflage schemes, rather
than the bright silver that was de rigueur for air shows,
become the norm. In Britain there was a standard
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Donning War Paint!
Some further Rarities for Britains Aircraft Collectors (Cont.)

Picture 2: Letters of provenance 1,
from the original owner to Arnold Rolak

Picture 3: Letters of provenance 2, from Arnold Rolak to Bill Miele
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camouflage scheme introduced around 1938/39 of Dark
Earth (brown), over painted with large irregular areas of
Dark Green, to a set pattern.

At some time during the early years of the war Britains
followed suit and began for a very short period to issue
their aircraft with a spray painted camouflage finish, both
over and underside. The original real life aircraft had
a more complex paint scheme. Initially the undersides
were painted somewhat bizarrely with one side black and
the other white. This was soon followed by a single duck
egg blue finish for all under surfaces. This was obviously
too complicated for a toy and Britains simply applied the
same finish to top and undersides

Such paint schemes were applied to aircraft such as the
Spitfires and Hurricanes that were to play such a major
part in the “Battle of Britain”. This battle was fought
out in 1940/1941 between the Luftwaffe and the RAF for
control of the skies over Great Britain. As indicated in
his famous speech: “Never in the field of human conflict
was so much owed by so many to so few”, Churchill
regarded the RAF’s victory in this campaign as a crucial
milestone in WW II.

Examples of Britains aircraft in such a paint finish are
exceedingly rare, and until recently | thought that | might
be the owner of the only surviving example. This was
purchased a few years ago at the Chicago toy soldier
mecca. It came with an impressive provenance, via Ray
Haradin, Bill Miele, Arnold Rolak and long time dealer
Warren Mitchell. The latter bought the item directly from
the original owner (Mr J. G McKay), who later wrote to
Arnold to explain a little of the history from his perspec-
tive. Arnold found a “hanger” and this is the set now
shown in Picture 1. Pictures 2 and 3 show the letters of
provenance from Mr McKay to Arnold Rolak and from
him to Bill Miele. The latter comments how strange it is
that this little aircraft should have returned to Cleveland,
Ohio where it was originally purchased (in 1939 or 1940).
Since then it has emulated Alcock and Brown and made
the Atlantic crossing from West to East (albeit with a bit
of help from British Airways!).

Up until recently, | had never heard of another example.
Imagine then my excitement on looking through the cat-
alogue of a small English country auction house to find
one listed amongst a lot of other Britains items dating
from around 1940. Somewhat ironically, this one turned
out to be a US model, Set #436 with aircrew and pi-
lots, in its original box. The personnel are a slightly odd



Donning War Paint!
Some further Rarities for Britains Aircraft Collectors (Cont.)

combination, with two Privates from Set #334, one each
from Set #330 and 331 and two pilots (one in sidcot suit
and one in short coat). All are absolutely mint and the
paint matches perfectly.

The colour scheme of the aircraft is identical to the RAF
example, apart from the national insignia. In both cas-
es, the underlying colour is dark earth, with a light over-
spray of dark green on both top and undersides. Unlike
the Britains adult giraffe, which used a fretwork frame
enclosing the model to impose a common pattern on
the spray over coat of dark stripes, this has been done
by hand on the monoplanes, with a few quick strokes of
the spray gun.

After the war, Britains re-released Sets #433 and 435
although they were deleted in 1947. A number of these
aircraft were issued in bright colours although this was
probably as much due to the shortage of silver paint as
for any deliberate choice. These rarities were described
in the earlier piece in OTS by Bill Miele (OTS Volume 28,
no. 2, Summer 2004). Despite all the research that has
been undertaken, new variations and oddities continue
to surface. How many other examples are there in exis-
tence? Was the biplane ever released in a camouflaged
“war paint”? Please get in touch with the author if you
have any more information on this fascinating aspect of
Britains production.

Picture 4: Set 436, USA Monoplane in camouflage finish, with air
crew, in original “hanger box”. The latter has suffered from storage
in damp conditions but the aircraft and figures are virtually mint.

Picture 5: US Monoplane, pilot and attendant air crew pose for a group shot.
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AMERICAN DIMESTORE
Toy Soldiers & Figures

Reviewed in OTS Fall 2000.

650 color photos in 240
page hardbound format.

$59.95 plus $3.50 book rate
or $6 by priority mail.

Signed copy on request.

Available from:

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive
Streamwood, Illinios 60107
Telephone 630-497-1239
Email: dimestores@aol.com

Armies of the World
Britains Ltd. Lead Soldiers 1925-41
by Joe Wallis

« contains 550 high-quality closeup photos
of the military and civilian tems produced
during these sixteen years;

» totals 419 pages of comprehensive
descriptions, including changes in the
composition of sets, the years each item
appeared in the catalog, and cross
references to other sets;

« places photos in numerical order
throughout the text, facing the set
descriptions--in the same format as
Regiments of All Nations by the same author.

Only $40 postpaid in North America and for overseas

e i o " Anfique Toy World Madazine

$15 for airmail postage to Australia or New Zealand.

Foreign orders must remit a check drawn on a U.S. The Old 'my Soldier of the my world
bank or an International postal money order. Send N *
your check or money order to: Published monthly for over 32 years.
o goeBg(algi o7 One year U.S. subscripfions siarfing af $39.95. A
Arlington, VA 22203-3407 musf for foday’s collector.

P.0. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634
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the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World

We stock the Book and virtually
EVERYTHING in it - Plus... call for our
free forty page list... or call for an appointment
to visit our SHOWROOM... we always buy
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat

Jack Carleton
14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 « Fax: 314-567-3314
Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

King & Country ® Monarch Regalia ® Pickelhaube ¢ Rodden Historical

Gagan s ollagiablas

Toy Soldiers At Their Best

TIME PERIODS OFFERED

Greek Hoplite, Persian Inf., Persian Immortals
Scythian Archers, Imperial Standards
Persian Army and Mercenaries.

Samurai, Army of Oda Nobunaga, Shogun
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,

Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life

French Foreign Legion, Victorian

Present day combatants

Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Beau Geste, Britains, Dorset
East Of India, Rosedale
Frontline, Fusilier, GBE
Little Lead Soldier

Larson Toys, Alymer
Marlborough, PNF

RP World Models/Steadfast
Tommy Atkins Oryon
Leddy & Slack

Wilson Edwards

JG Miniatures

Prince August Molds
Forward March

www.greenscollectables.com
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ 07834 973-627-4961 ma52557@aol.com
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G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of
Britains, Johillco & more...
boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian
sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today!

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701
Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259
email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related
accessories. You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores. All items priced to sell.

* ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA. 2400
North Reading Rd. Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of
the Turnpike. Two cases filled to the brim! Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.
Note: This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

* NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA. 725
North Hanover St. 1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the US. Army War College. Easy access from
I-81. Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA 22152
703-942-6613 « doktorkec@aol.com
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MEMPHIS

Buying and Selling Metal Toy Soldiers

OLD and NEW metal toy soldiers repre-

senting many historical periods from the
time of Napoleon through World War I,
including the American Civil War.

Figures from such well

known makers as Britains
(old & new), Imperial, Edmunds,
Hocker, and others.

* \Write or email for periodic mail list.

¢ \We buy old toy soldier, Hocker and Imperial
collections.

Permanent displays on sale at:

The Depot Antique Mall Sheffield Antiques Mall
709 North Lamar 684 West Poplar
Ox ford, MS Collierville, TN

Norman Rodriguez  901-218-7046
698 Eaton Street Memphis, TN 38120
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net
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THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOV-SOLDIERS IN PARIS

Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office,

Heyde etc..
Elastolin, Linéol, French composition
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.) @
(D
French Hollow-Cast, Britains and The web site address
NEW WEB SITE others. has changed

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr

French plastics, paper soldiers, poitedesoldats.fr
flats etc etc...... J

A bientét a Paris. ..

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44  boitedesoldats(@wanadoo.fr Francois Beaumont

Web-site  boitedesoldats.fr
28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS. FRANCE. Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7
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Mbooresrsrd MhvaTurss
Sforveyors of the finass
. vintgge & colbclitle toy soldliers

proudly announee
our Intest acquisition

an impeortant collection of Mint
tied-in sets by Wm. Hoeker

along with our usunl wide seleetion
of old oy soldiers by Britains, Mignot
and other Enropean manufacturers =
sets & singles, boxed & unboxed

4811 Mexrimeont Ave.
Springfield, OH 45503
phone (937) 399-6507

emalil: wwwaoundbase@aolecom

WGOM'OM,
large or dmall
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scmb@earthlink.net

) [ 1Y
SREUNTONTS
) % B
L= ANSISINSINGS
Our inventory of new items include
Britains, King & Country, Imperial, J G
Miniatures Scenery & Buildings, Mignot,
Alymer, East of India and HM of GB. Our
extensive inventory of early toy soldiers
include Britains, Johillco, Composition,
Dimestore and many more. At Brunton’s
Barracks we are always buying, and are
interested in your quality trades. Send for
our free current inventory list.

BRUNTON’S BARRACKS
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401

928-717-1698
Email: pam@bruntonsbarracks.com
Webpage: www.bruntonsbarracks.com




The Old Toy Soldier Home

20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!
The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales,
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue e Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2
Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net

- ‘A

the W 1oy Soldier

See our all-new website and video
tour... www.the-toy-soldier.com

® 3,000 square feet of dazzling
displays and dioramas
Less than rwo hours ® Regimental drums and banners

from New York and . . .
Philadelphia, Write or Handsome display furniture

call Jim Hillestad for to showcase your collection

directions and hours. . Vj”;ggg prjm‘j and books
1343 Paradise Falls

Cresco, PA 18326 ® Authentic Victorian and
570.629.7227 Edwardian uniforms,
Jimhill@ptd.net medals and memorabilia.

LONDON BRIDGE

COLLECTOR'S TOYS LLTD.
16 South Third Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

DO YOU LIKE SOLDIERS?
VISIT OUR STORE &
NEW WEB SITE!

FEATURING:

*Britains (Old & New) *Imperial Productions

*Ducal *Bussler Miniatures
*Ron Wall Miniatures *Steadfast
* Armour *Plastic Figures

*London Bridge Castings *Parade Square

Monday - Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5

Telephone & Fax#: (610) 967-6887
Web Site: http://www londonbridgetoys.com
e-mail: Lbt@londonbridgetoys.com
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Old Toy Soldiers
For Sale

(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year
American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner. Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully described, accu-
rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass
Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

* * *

4835 Hickory Valley Road
Heiskell, TN 37754
865-745-1080
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S For Sale

Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval -
Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Vin Russo
P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798
Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716
Email: vindotti@erols.com




“Wonderful heirloom Old Tin

Soldiers to be loved for generations”

Rare Britain’s Charterhouse Set. $6,500.00

Soldiers actually march around. Opie ranks in the top 5 toys.

‘ Rare Old German 1880 Marklin Tin Plate Fortress. $17,500.00

Rare Britain’s Set 148, & 149. $4,995.00 -
The Great War Game Rare Old German 1870 “Horses that gallop on springs”. $4,500.00

Salvation Army Band
91 US Inf

25 Soldiers That Shoot
10 17th Lancers

18 Egyptian Camel Corps...Sale

Rare Britain’s Set 39A Steel Helmets Canon Team. $7,995.00

Old Tin Soldier Shoppe
4310 Greeley
Houston, Texas 77006

Ph 7 1 3 ’66 1 ’2665 Rare Britain’s Set 25 “Soldiers that Shoot”. $1,195.00
See: www.oldtinsoldiershoppe.com Place Orders oldtinsoldier@aol.com
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FOR SALE

Items fom years of collecting with my dad.

1.

2,

Observation Balloon by Mark Time -
Mint Condition.

OBG Pontoon Wagon and original box
and packing.

Hockers #5, Royal Artillery Elephant Battery -
never out of box.

Russian Display for calendar. Four mounted
charfing in snow and back drop.

By Gettysburg Miniatures. 5th NY Zouaves,

2 foot and officer. 2 magnificent flag bearers
with American flags. NY flag painted on
opposite side.

Russian Figures - have 6 5 foot and
mamaluke mounted.

Call for additional items, prices and details

Mitch 414 322-0617
Fish Creek Wisconsin

ARLEY

L. PETT

ANTIQULES

Toy Soldiers and Civilians
Lead, Garden, Circus, Hunt,
Farm, RR and Zoo Figures

Arley L. Pett
12 Beach Road
Gloucester, Ma 01930

Military Vehicles and (978) 283-2612, Fax (978) 283-2496

Related items

E-Mail APett92117@AOL.COM
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE Christmas Soldier stocking stuffers,
gift sets, and ornaments by Leddy & Slack.
Other time periods and ranges available.
54mm toy-style singles and sets, painted or
unpainted. Free product list. 10% new customer
discount. www.LeddyandSlack.com,
leddy-slack@earthlink.net, 516-742-0960.

FOR SALE All sets from IMPERIAL Productions,
NZ end-of-the-product line. Counterpane Gallery.
703-536-3064 or CountRpane@aol.com

The best in Britains, Dimestore and German Lead.
Call for free catalog. 412-343-8733

HELLO, ALL YOU U.S. COLLECTORS OF
OLD BRITAINS MILITARY FIGURES
I have been selling my lifetime collection, for over 2 years.
| used to attend the London Toy Soldier show at the Royal
National Hotel and | may have met some of you. However, now
| have the best of my collection available to you. This includes
gun teams, bands, re-boxed sets, incomplete sets, vehicles
and some original boxed sets. | have a 12 page list available
for $5. Please send a $5 bill to:
R.S. Bird, 2 Woodburn Road, Manchester, M22 4BZ
0161 998 3432

FOR SALE
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare and unusual
items. For free lists email info@normanjoplin.com
or see full page ad in this issue.

FOR SALE WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. MIB from large collection. Some 1st editions.
Discount for multiple purchases.

Call or email for list. Norman Rodriguez at
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE
A well known and long established Toy Soldier expert, offers
regular lists of Britain’s Hollow Cast and Other Makers, and
occassionally Continental, Composition and Plastic. My lists
since 1970 have formed the basis of many fine collections.
These are issued about 4 times a year and can be emailed
to you if required. Money back guarantee on all items,
fast efficient shipping. Please state your interests and enclose
your address and email (if available)
G.M. Haley
Hippins Farm, Blackshawhead, Hebden Bridge,
West Yorkshire England, HX7 7 JG
Telephone (for the US) 011 44 422 842484.
Email: gedhaley@yahoo.co.uk

FOR SALE From: Howard E. Chin
4917 Evergreen Way #304
Everett, WA 98203
(425) 252-8989
Britains. Mtd. Royal Artillery Officer, Mint #8910

FOR SALE Hundreds of Imperial (MIB), plus old Alymer;
Blenheim; Britains (old & new): Ducal, Marlborough; Tradition;
Ron Wall, and much, much more!

Send $3.00 (refundable) for 42-page catalog;

Jack Paquette, 2355 Parliament Square, Toledo, OH 43617.
419-841-8131. Email: jpaquette1@verizon.net

DIMESTORES FOR SALE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+ Barclay, Manail,
Grey Iron, and others. Also buying Dimestores.

Send name and address for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane
Lebanon, PA 17042-9073
Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

FOR SALE 1990s BRITAINS SETS
From large collection. Mint condition with boxes. Includes hard
to find sets such as airplanes, tank, AA truck, Naval armored

car, elephant, Lawrence of Arabia, etc, etc. Call or email for list.

Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

BELGIAN COMPOSITION

FIGURES FOR SALE

All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.
All Series and Military - Western, Medieval - Circus,
etc. Inquiries welcome. Contact:
Vin Russo
P.O. Box 1031

Woodbury, CT 06798

Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716

Email vindotti@erols.com

69




TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WANIED

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the
highest prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtenay,
Vertunni, American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber,
French Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures.
Photographs will be required.

Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.
E-mail: Raytoys@aol.com. Fax: (412) 344-5273.
CALL: 1-800-349-8009

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also semi solid
Spenkuch and Muncklefigures wanted.
Please send to Foto to gisbert.freber@gmx.de

WANTED
EARLY AND PREWAR BRITAINS TOY
SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or
better.
Prefer boxed. Norman Rodriguez at
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

Holger Eriksson Collectors Society Newsletter HE
seeks information about New Yorker Frank Rogers,
Comet-Authenticast sculptor of toy soldiers whose

initials “FR” are incised on base bottoms of his
54mm figures. We wish to preserve his story as
thanks for the wonderful figures he created in the
shadow of Comet’s other designers Holger Eriksson
and Lennart Norrke of Sweden.
Please contact Lou Sandbote
NEW ADDRESS
6060 N Central Expressway, Suite 560
Dallas, Texas 75206
or lou.sandbote@charter.net
or call collect to 214-823-2125.

WANTED
New to Like New, Great Book of Britains,
by James Opie paying $200 per copy
1-412-343-8733

WANTED WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better.
Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED

Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs.

Contact: Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words.
Submit ads to:

Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.

Fax (412) 344-5273
E Mail: raytoys@aol.com
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2010

November 20 and 21 Saturday and Sunday.

Old Toy Soldier Auctions The Late Fred Wehr Collection Part 1 and important properties,
See Preview in this issue Contact Ray Haradin 412-343-8733 or Norman Joplin 262-692-3913
email raytoys@aol.com or info@normanjoplin.com Email otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

November 17 - Wednesday. Bonhams Toy Soldier Auction London England
Contact Leigh Gotch +44 207 393 3898 leigh.gotch@bonhams.com or jamesopie@yahoo.co.uk

Nov 21- Sunday 12th Annual Pennsylvania Toy Soldier Show Langhorne, PA.
Contact Ed Gries 201 257 2687

November 20/21 Saturday and Sunday Detroit Toy Soldier Show.www.michigantoysoldier.com

November 29 - Monday Richard Opfer Auctioneering. The Gus Theobald Toy & Toy Soldier Auction.
Timonium MD. Contact 410 252 5863 www.opferauction.com OR info@opferauction.com

December 1 Wednesday. Vectis Auctions Stockton -on Tees England Military and Civilian Figures
Contact +44 1642 750616. www.vectis.co.uk email simon.clarke@vectis.co.uk

December 4 -Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel, Russell Square.
Contact King and Country. www.thetoysoldiershow.com

December 4- Saturday Heart of the South Toy Soldier show. Annandale, VA
Contact Ed Gries 210 257 2687

December 11-& 12 Saturday and Sunday. The New Yorker Show Adria Hotel, NYC
John Stengel 718 418 9439

December 17- Friday Sotheby’s Malcolm Forbes Toy Soldier and Tin Boat Auction.
Contact New York | Lauren Gioia | +1 212 606 7176 | Lauren.Gioia@Sothebys.com
Darrell Rocha | Darrell. Rocha@Sothebys.com

December 18. 2010 Philip Weiss. The Ed Ryan Toy Soldier Collection Part 2
2011
January 30 - Sunday. 17th Florida Toy Soldier, Action Figure & toy Collectibles Show. 9am-4pm.

Scottish Rites Masonic Hall, Lake Worth, Florida. Contact Tel 954-699-6040 or 561-968-5571
mskurda@inbox.com

February 19- Saturday Heart of The South Toy Soldier Show Annandale, VA
Contact Ed Gries 210 257 2687

March 6 Sunday 22nd annual West Coaster Toy Soldier & Miniature Figure Show 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Call (760) 758-5481

March 26 Saturday Toy Soldier Show London Royal National Hotel www.thetoysoldiershow.com
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March 27 North East Toy Soldier Show, Boston Marriot Matt Murphy www.hobbybunker.com.
April 2 and 3 - Saturday and Sunday Detroit Toy Soldier Show.www.michigantoysoldier.com

April 29 and 30 Friday and Saturday MFCA. Valley Forge Convention Center King of Prussia, PA.
Contact www.mfcashow.com

May 1 -Sunday. 4th Annual Gettysburg Toy Soldier Show and Sale, 10 am- 3 pm. Gettysburg Hotel, PA
Contact Tel 1-215-794-5606 or 717-253-7228 or 718-418-9439

May 15 Ohio Toy Soldier Show Galaxy Banquet Center Wadsworth Doug McClure 339 722 7651

May 21 and 22nd - Saturday and Sunday Old Toy Soldier Auctions Don Darnieder Collection and other
Properties. www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com or Phone 1800 349 8009.

May 21 & 22 - Saturday and Sunday Old Toy Soldiers Auctions USA. The Late Don Darnieder Collection
Part One and The Late Fred Wehr Collection Part Two and other properties

Contact Ray Haradin Tel 1-800-349-8009 raytoys@aol.com otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com or

Norman Joplin info@normanjoplin.com Tel 262-692-3913.

May 27,28 & 29 Saturday, Sunday, Monday. Texas Toy Soldier Show Menger Hotel San Antonio, Texas
Nick Versteeg 760 723 6583 www.sdsoldiers.com

June 4 Saturday Heart of the South Toy Soldier Show Annandale Ed Gries 210 257 2687
June 25 Toy Soldier Show London Royal National Hotel www.thetoysoldiershow.com
August 11 & 12 Thursday and Friday Kuimbach Germany www.stadt-kulmbach .die

September 10 Saturday Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier Show Holiday Inn Bloomsbury London.
Email info@normanjoplin.com

September 25 Sunday 31st Annual Old Toy Soldier Show Chicago. Contact Don Pielin 630 497 1239
Email dimestores@aol.com

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling,
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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Tradition

Traditional style soldiers for Collectors

New Releases Christmas 2010 Set & Crimean War.

Christmas 2010 set
Officer, Standard-Bearer,
2 x Colour Sergeants,
Drummer & Piper.

Cold stream Guards
marching set 111

Officer, Drummer
& 6 Guardsmen

Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Hobby Bunker, Inc.
2121S. Racine Avenue 1019 West Route 70 33 Exchange Street
Chicago . Illinois 60608 Cherry Hill . New Jersey 08002 Malden, MA 02148
Phone (312) 666 2800 Phone (856) 428 9559 Phone: 1-781-321-8855
Fax: 1-781-321-8866
Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises Julius Vesz
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 100 Front Street West
Wake . Virginia 23176 300 Sycamore Street Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada
Phone (804) 776 6129 Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 Phone (416) 362 0581

Phone (327) 737 2000

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00
Tel: 020 7493 7452 . Fax: 020 7355 1224 . Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com

. England





