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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional Toy soldiers & Model figures for collectors 

New releases in our 54mm Toy style Soldier sets.

Timpo Quentin Durward

Tradition of London Ltd

         
                                                                                                            

French Imperial Guard 
Grenadiers set 769

 Officer, Sergeant, Drummer 
& 5 Grenadiers.

 

French Imperial Guard
Grenadiers set 768

Officer, Standard-Bearer,
Drummers, Sapuers 

& Sergeants     

 Christmas set 2012
French Army, Retreat 

from Moscow
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

JONES METAL-ART DRAGOON

Victorian Life
 set VIC 1

Victorian couple, 
Labourer, Street musician 
with dog, newspaper & 

fl ower seller.

Victorian Life
set VIC 2

Chimney sweep, 
and various trades 

people.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

FRENCH HOLLOWCASTS

Th e French & 
Indian Wars

Set 619 British 
Light Infantry

Offi  cer and 
7 privates

Th e Crimean War

Set 106 93rd 
Highlanders Offi  cer, 

Sergeant & 4 privates.
Set 118 93rd 
Highlanders.

6 privates.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

New Releases
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

THE FIVE AND DIME CORPS

Set 622 
Th e Royal American 
Regiment,  Offi  cer, 

Sergeant and 
6 Privates

Set 620 French 
Colonial Infantry, 
Campaign dress 

wearing forage caps.
Offi  cer and 7 Privates.

also available 
Set 621 French Colonial 

Infantry wearing woollen 
caps, Sergeant and 7 Privates 

(no photo)

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

 New Releases of Th e French & Indian Wars.
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

 Set 623  
French Infantry, 

The La Reine Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer & 

6 Privates.  

Set 624  
French Infantry , 

The Guyenne Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer 

& 6 Privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

 New Releases of The French & Indian Wars.

  Summer The Journal for Collectors Volume 33 Number 2
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

Set 660, Th e Garde Francaise.
Offi  cer, Sergeant, Drummer & 5 Privates.

Set 661. the Garde Francaise,  8 privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

New Releases of Th e Seven Year War

General Wolfe available soon  
Rorke’s Drift 1879  & Swiss 

Gardes Seven Year War rest as 
previous advert
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HEYDE’S TAKING OF TROY

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Set 405. The Zulu War, Rorke’s Drift.
Lt. Chard & Lt. Broomhead, Commissary Dalton,

Colour-Sergeant, Bugler & 3 24th Privates.

Set 95.  Guards Camel Corps. 
Egypt 1884-85

Officer & 2 Troopers.

Available soon:
New series British Army American War of Independence

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

New Releases

This issue includes 
Cumulative indices 

covering 
Volumes 26-33

 Summer The Journal for Collectors Volume 34 Number 2
 2010  $10.00
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TImpo GI’s

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 
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of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866
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Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.
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Set 202.   British Infantry 10th Regiment, Officer, Kings & Regimental Colour, 
Sergeant, Drummer & 2 corporals.
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6 privates firing  

Set 204 Sergeant, corporal & 
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HOBBY NEWS

My friend Gene Johnson passed away in 
September 11, 2012 at home in Louisville, 
Kentucky.  Gene was a “gatherer” of toy soldiers, 
of life’s adventures, and of a wide array of friends.  
You will perhaps recall Gene and his dear friend 
Neal Crowley as roommates welcoming with open 
arms all who ventured into their trading room at 
either Chicago OTS or the West Coaster, regaling all 
with story and a cup of fine Scotch.  A big, lovable 
guy who fiercely loved his family and friends, he 
was blessed with an extremely patient wife and 
four fabulous daughters.  Thus, Gene was allowed 
to amass a huge Lineol/Elastolin collection and an 
iconic Britains collection of both civilian and military 
venues, as well as a virtually complete collection of 
Millers and perhaps the largest Warren collection 
in America.  Gene gathered toys and soldiers of 
any sort he fancied and he was an early King and 
Country dealer for Andy Neilson.  He was a crafter 
of fine doll house furniture, a many-times captain 
or crew on various watercraft, an Episcopalian 
and a steadfast Republican.  Gene raced cars and 
motorcycles, owned a bevy of boats and anything 
else you could drive, fly or float.  Gene Johnson 
experienced life head on and he lived full speed 
ahead.  God speed old friend.  We miss you.

OBITUARY
Gene Johnson

By Scott Morlan

Neal Crowley and Gene Johnson

Latest Edition
Contact Gisbert Freber
http://fas.gisbert-freber.de/
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Above the Battlefield
Part II: Pre-1918 German-Made “Aeroplane” Sets

By Earl Jorgensen

During the annual autumn Military Maneuvers of 1909, 
Germany unveiled the first military “war zeppelin” 
to a large gathering of dignitaries, newspaper 
representatives and military observers from around 
the world. The event included an encounter between 
an airplane and the giant airship. The airplane was 
unable to attain the necessary altitude to intercept 
the high-flying zeppelin which continued its flight 
and successfully bombed a designated target. As 
a result of the demonstration, the world’s military 
leaders concluded that the airplane was simply 
“unsuitable for military 
purposes” while the 
zeppelin represented 
the future of modern 
warfare. The sentiment 
was clearly stated by 
the British Secretary 
of  State for War who 
declared in 1910: “We 
do not consider that 
the aeroplane will be 
of any possible use 
for war purposes.”1 
The airplane was in 
its infancy and no one 
could possibly imagine 
its full military potential. 
The military mind would 
continue to dismiss the airplane as little more than 
a noisy contraption that frightened the horses until 
the world went to war in the summer of 1914. The 
development of the airplane and its place in the 
history of military aviation is an interesting story and, 
fortunately, the old toy soldier makers of Germany 

were on hand to record its beginning in their castings 
made of tin.

In Sept. of 1900, Wilber Wright wrote the following 
in a letter to his father: “It is my belief that flight is 
possible and while I am taking up the investigation 
for pleasure rather than profit, I think there is a slight 
possibility of achieving fame and fortune from it.”2 On 
the morning of  Dec. 17, 1903, his dream became 
reality as he watched his brother Orville lift into the 
sky from the dunes of Kitty Hawk aboard a motorized 

glider marking the 
world’s first controlled, 
powered flight in a 
heavier-than-air craft. 

The brothers shared 
the controls for three 
additional flights, the 
longest covering a 
distance of 852 ft. After 
telegraphing their father 
to inform him of their 
success and  requesting 
that he inform the press, 
they prepared to return 
to their home in Dayton, 
Ohio, and refine their 
invention into a practical 

flying machine. A few months later, the Mar.1, 1904, 
issue of Gleanings in Bee Culture dutifully noted 
that the “two Ohio boys” had “outstripped the 
world in demonstrating that a flying machine can be 
constructed without the use of a balloon.”3

A period fantasy postcard image of a French General observing his troops 
from an aeroplane, c.1908.  The general public seemed to recognize 
the military potential  of the airplane far sooner than did their military 
counterparts. (author’s collection)

Orville Wright makes history in the Wright Flyer. His flight of Dec. 
17, 1903, was the first controlled powered flight in a heavier-than-air 
machine, c.1903.

An early German-made semi-solid casting depicting the Wright Flyer, 
c.1908.
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By 1904, the brothers had developed a craft capable of  
flying a complete circle and in 1905, they introduced a 
new design capable of flying over a 24.5 mile course 
in 40 minutes while demonstrating the ability to turn 
and land with ease. The craft was dubbed Flyer III and 
the brothers offered to sell it to the U.S. Government. 
Their offer was flatly rejected in a letter from the U.S. 
Army Board of Ordinance & Fortifications which stated 
that the United States had “no intention of financing 
devices of mechanical flight that had not yet been 
brought to practical operations.”4 One of mankind’s 
greatest inventions  remained virtually unknown 
beyond the limited readership of an Ohio beekeepers’ 
journal. 

The brothers spent the next two years “directing 
their attention to the practical uses that could be 
found for their invention.”5 In Feb., 1908, the War 
Department extended an offer to purchase Flyer III 
contingent upon a successful demonstration of its 
flight capabilities. The brothers decided that Orville 
would travel to Virginia for the demonstrations and 
that Wilber would promote their invention in Europe. 
Although rumors of the brothers’ success had 
reached Europe, they were generally regarded with 
skepticism. The European press dubbed them as 
little more than talented mechanics with a machine 
described as “rustic and rudimentary.”6  On Aug. 8, 
1908, Wilber lifted into the air and flew two flawless 
figure eights in front of 60 spectators gathered in La 
Mans, France. The stunned crowd erupted into cheers 
upon his landing. An article in the Paris Herald likened 
the one minute, forty-five second flight to that of “an 
arrow from a crossbow shot into the air, the machine 
rose to a height of eight to ten meters, circled twice, 
took turns with ease at almost terrifying angles and 
alighted like a bird.”7 Two days later, an enthusiastic 
crowd of  over 2,000 spectators gathered to witness 
the next flight demonstration. Among the spectators 
was the Secretary of the British Aeronautical Society 
who stated “that Wright is in possession of a power 
which controls the fate of nations is beyond dispute.”8

Orville’s first demonstration for the War Department 
took place at Ft. Meyer, Virginia on Sept. 3, 1908. 
The flight was a complete success and eliminated 
any doubts of the craft’s capabilities. Unfortunately a 
mechanical malfunction occurred during the second 
demonstration resulting in a crash which injured Orville 
and killed his passenger. Further demonstrations were 
postponed until June, 1909.The final demonstrations 
attracted huge  crowds of dignitaries including 
President William Taft. Flyer III was purchased by the 

Above the Battlefield (Cont.)

The cover illustration of the Aug. 8, 1909, edition of Le Petit Journal 
depicting French aviator Louis Bleriot’s historic flight over the English 
Channel. 

A set produced by the firm of Georg Heyde commemorating Bleriot’s 
historic crossing of the English Channel. It should be noted that 
Heyde’s biplane bears little resemblance to the monoplane actually 
piloted by Bleriot, c.1908.  (Hans Henning Roer, Old German Toy 
Soldiers, p. 89) (photo courtesy of Annie Roer via Michael Henry)

The cover illustration of the Sept. 5, 1909, edition of Le Petit Journal 
depicting the world’s first International Flying Meeting. The eight day 
event was hosted by the French city of Reims in Aug., 1909.
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War Department for the sum of $25,000.00 plus an 
additional $5,000.00 bonus awarded for exceeding 
specified speed requirements and on Aug. 2, 1909, 
the Wright Flyer A was officially re-designated as 
United States Signal Corps Airplane #1. 

Although the Wright brothers finally received long 
overdue recognition for their achievements, the 
public nature of the demonstrations also provided 
the first opportunity for many of Europe’s would-be 
flyers to closely examine the machine and learn some 
of the brothers’ closely guarded design features. On 
July 25, 1909, a French pilot named Louis Bleriot 
became the first human to cross over the English 
Channel in an airplane. He accomplished the feat in 
a monoplane that he personally designed and built. A 
few weeks later, the French city of Reims hosted the 
world’s first International Flying Meeting. The seven 
day event attracted a crowd of spectators estimated 
to number between 300,000 and 500,000 which was 
treated to a breath-taking array of aerial acrobatics. 
The event clearly “established aerial competitions as 
a leading form of public entertainment in the early 
20th century.”9

Written accounts of the event noted that the crowd 
of spectators included many military observers 
in attendance to evaluate the airplane’s military 
potential. In Dec., 1909, France established a 
new program to train military pilots at civilian flight 
schools and in 1910, established the Aeronautique 

Militaire which was officially incorporated into the 
French Military Forces on Mar. 29, 1912. Although 
Germany remained committed to the zeppelin, it 
not only established a training program for military 
pilots in 1910, but also designated a specific airplane 
to serve as the standard military aircraft for the new 
Die Fliegertruppen des Deutschen Kaiserreiches (The 
Imperial German Flying Corps) which was established 
in 1911. Great Britain established its Air Battalion 
Royal Engineers in 1911, which was incorporated 
into the Royal Flying Corps in May, 1912.

The same written accounts also made reference to 
the presence of numerous vendor booths scattered 
about the grounds which offered a variety of 
souvenirs including toy dirigibles and helicopters 
which moved up and down on a string. Germany’s tin 
toy industry produced a variety of such aeronautically 
themed toys between 1895 and 1914. The toys were 
known as penny-toys: inexpensive, mass-produced 
toys assembled from thin tinplate stampings that 
were bent into shape and held in place by simple 
tabs. Such toys were often equipped with a hanging 
device and powered by a variety of rudimentary 
drive mechanisms which made the toys “rise up and 
down on pulleys and string, their propellers turning 
as they did so.”10  Aeronautical penny-toys (balloons, 
dirigibles and zeppelins) were often included in 
the German-made Luftschiffer-Abteilung (Airship 
Battalion) sets.

Above the Battlefield (Cont.)

Flight Battalion

A Fliegerabteilung (Flight Battalion) set by Haffner, c.1915 (photos courtesy of Bernhard Schwarz www.zinnfiguren-bleifiguren.com)



11

The German toy soldier industry also produced a 
variety of flat and semi-round castings representing 
the different types of airships that were connected 
to their bases by wire springs. The slightest  touch 
would cause them to vibrate and thus provide a 
sense of motion. They were commonly used in the 
early Luftschiffer sets which were produced  shortly 
after Germany’s first military airship units became 
operational in the late-1880’s. When combined with 
military zinnfiguren, they could easily be painted to 
represent Airship Battalions of any nation. Similar styled 
castings depicting the Wright flyer appeared shortly 
after Wilber’s first European flying demonstration. 
They were often combined with airship castings 
for sets representing the development of aviation 
technology. It is highly likely that such castings were 
also combined with civilian zinnfiguren, packaged in 
boxes displaying colorful commemorative event labels 
and sold as souvenirs at the numerous International 
Flying Meets that continued to attract huge crowds of 
spectators worldwide.

Since the German toy soldier industry took pride in 
producing sets often described as being “almost as up 
to date as contemporary newspapers,”11  production 
of the Flieger-Abteilung (Flight Battalion) sets likely 
began shortly after the Imperial German Flying Corps 
was officially introduced to the public during the 
annual Fall Military Maneuvers of 1912, a mere two 
years before the commencement of hostilities known 
as the First World War. 

Based on the few surviving remnants, it appears that the 
old German makers utilized a variety of manufacturing 
techniques to produce the airplanes for their Flieger-
Abteilung sets. Many relied on traditional flat or semi-
round castings that represented the two most common 
forms of period aircraft: the eindecker (monoplane) and 
the doppeldecker (biplane). Both forms were depicted 
as silhouettes viewed from a variety of vantage points 
and were presented as either sitting on the ground 
awaiting take-off or occasionally “flying” in the air 
attached to lengths of wires connected to bases. 
One  maker is known to have produced full three-
dimensional representations that were fashioned by 
hand from thin sheets of lead and others undoubtedly 
took advantage of the huge variety of inexpensive, 
mass produced tin or penny-toy airplanes readily 
available from Germany’s tin toy industry. Penny-toy 
airplanes were often equipped with simple clock-work 
or rubber wind-up mechanisms that made propellers 
spin, creating a sense of motion that greatly enhanced 
the appeal of such Flieger-Abteilung sets.

Above the Battlefield (Cont.)

A patriotic postcard image of the German Air Service on the eve of 
WW1, c.1914. (Rosebuds WW1 & Early Aviation Image Archive)

A period French patriotic postcard celebrating the newly formed 
Aeronautique Militaire as a branch of the French Military, c.1912.  
(author’s collection)

A period recruiting poster for Great Britain’s newly reorganized 
Royal Air Force. On Apr. 1, 1918, Great Britain combined the 
Royal Flying Corps with the Royal Naval Air Service to form the 
RAF, c. 1918 (Rosebuds WW1 & Early Aviation Archive) 



12

Airplanes of all types were 
supported by a variety of 
military personnel, many of 
which apparently “transferred” 
directly from previous duty 
in the Luftschiffer-Abteilung 
(airship) sets. Although 
mechanics still carry propellers 
on their shoulders and officers 
still look at the sky through 
oversized binoculars, the 
figures generally focus on the 
types of  activities one would 
expect to see in real life Flieger-Abteilung units: pilots 
gathering together to study maps while mechanics 
inspect and service the airplanes in preparation for 
take-off. As with the Luftschiffer sets, the Flieger 

sets could easily be expanded 
by simply adding a variety of 
scenery (tents, shrubs, fences, 
etc) and equipment (clockwork 
vehicles, motorcycles, etc.). A 
1913 trade journal advertisement 
from the firm of Georg Spenkuch 
announced the upcoming release 
of a new “Flieger-Abteilung set 
with attractive flight apparatuses 
(doppeldeckers and Rumpler 
tauben), gasoline sheds and a 
large airplane hall.”12  One can 

only wonder what additional Flieger sets may have 
been produced had the world not gone to war in the 
late summer of 1914.

Above the Battlefield (Cont.)

A Fliegerabteilung set by Haffner. Note the 
wire-mounted biplane castings and bases, 
c.1917.  (Old German Toy Soldiers, p.134.) 
(photo courtesy of Annie Roer via Michael 
Henry)

A Fliegerabteilung set by an undetermined maker that 
lost its airplane. The remaining figures provide an 
excellent example of the various support personnel 
duties normally found in such sets, c.1914.

A rare penny-toy flieger set? Perhaps not! 
The figures of this set are not engaged in the 
types of activities normally associated with 
fliegerabteilung sets. I believe that a postwar 
tin airplane simply landed in the wrong box. 
(photo courtesy of Günter Heinemann via 
Gisbert Freber)

A period postcard depicting a wartime German “Flieger-
Abteilung” unit in the field, c.1916. (author’s collection)

Part of a rare Fliegerabteilung set by Spenkuch with a full three-
dimensional representation of the Rumpler taube. The wings of 
the taube were said to resemble those of a dove in flight. The 
taube appears to be crafted from thin sheets of lead, c.1914. 

Figures from a Fliegerabteilung set by Ernst Heinrichsen,  c.1912.
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Although the war isolated the 
German toy soldier industry 
from its lucrative foreign export 
markets, it did not immediately 
end German toy soldier 
production. Based on the belief 
that time spent playing with 
toy soldiers contributed greatly 
to developing the virtues of 
patriotism and national pride, 
Germany continued to provide 
the industry access to the 
raw materials necessary to 
sustain production for local 
consumption. 

The firm of Georg Spenkuch is 
known to have produced a series 
of wartime sets under the title of 
Volkerkrieg (International War) 
1914 which were designed to 
commemorate recent battlefield 
victories and encourage public 
support for the war effort. Each set displayed a sub-
title which focused on a specific theater of the war 
such as Deutschland im Kampfe gegen Frankreich 
(German War with France),  Oesterriech-Ungarn im 
Kampfe gegen Serbien (Austria-Hungary War with 
Serbia) and Die Siegreichen Kampfe der Deutschen 
in Belgien (The Victorious Battle of Germany in 
Belgium).  A listing found in the 1915 catalog of 
Leipziger Lehrmittelanstalt von Dr. Oskar Schneide 
indicates that Spenkuch also produced an additional 
series of wartime sets titled Weltkrieg (World War) 
1914/15. Based on the listing, it appears that the 

series included a set sub-
titled Generalfeldmarschall von 
Hindenburg mit seinen Truppen 
im Kampfe gegen Rusland im 
Winter 1914 (Field Marshal 
Hindenburg and his Troops at 
War with Russia in the Winter 
of 1914).13

As with the majority of German-
made toy soldier sets, wartime 
production sets were available in 
several variations. The smallest 
version provided the minimum 
number of figures needed to 
portray the subject area. Larger 
versions were expanded with 
additional figures, scenery such 
as tents, buildings, fences and 
shrubbery along with support 
equipment such as artillery, 
motor vehicles, machine guns 
and airplanes.

The airplane first went to war as part of the Italian 
Expeditionary Force deployed during the Italo-Turkish 
War of 1911-12. Although the small contingent of 
airplanes successfully provided aerial reconnaissance 
including photo reconnaissance used to map the desert 
and accomplished the first dropping of explosives 
from a fixed-wing aircraft, these achievements did 
little to settle ongoing debate involving the potential 
military uses of  the airplane. A 1911 report presented 
to the British Technical Sub-committee for Imperial 
Defense predicted that “supremacy of the air will be 

Above the Battlefield (Cont.)

During the first months of the war, British and French merchants continued to 
sell their remaining inventory of German-made toy soldier sets by covering 
the original maker labels with new patriotic themed labels, thus concealing 
their German origin, c.1914.

A wartime production Spenkuch box label from the firm’s Volkerkrieg 
(International War) series, c.1914.

Aerial Warfare I 

A stereopticon image demonstrating the proper 
method for dropping bombs from an airplane, c. 1912.  
(Rosebuds WW1 & Early Aviation Image Archive)
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of greatest importance,”14  while a 1914 memo issued 
by the German General Staff dismissed such ideas as 
“myths” but affirmed the important role of the airplane 
by stating that “the duty of an aviator is to see, not 
to fight.”15  Others simply dismissed any conclusion 
regarding the military potential of airplanes as little 
more than nonsense. As stated in a 1914 address to 
the British Army Staff College by General Sir Douglas 
Haig, “I hope none of you gentlemen is so foolish as 
to think that aeroplanes will be usefully employed for 
reconnaissance from the air. There is only one way for 
a commander to get information by reconnaissance 
and that is by the use of the cavalry.”16

The First World War, also referred to as the Great 
War and the War to End All Wars, began in August 
of 1914. The conflict quickly settled into a stalemate 
with both sides constructing elaborate systems of 
defensive trenches protected with rows of barbed 
wire and a killing zone of open ground known as no-
man’s land. Desperate for intelligence, military leaders 
from both sides were left with few options other than 
relying on the airplane’s unique ability to fly over the 
trenches and to “see over the hill” to observe and 
report enemy activities. The same military leaders 
quickly realized that enemy airplanes were gathering 
the same intelligence about them and the war quickly 
expanded into the sky. 

By 1915 improved aircraft design and production 
provided both sides with an array of aircraft 
designed for specific tasks. Sturdy, well armed 
two seat reconnaissance airplanes equipped with 
special aerial cameras and wireless transmitters 
gathered intelligence on enemy positions and troop 
movements were protected by flights of fast, highly 
maneuverable and equally well armed single seat 

Above the Battlefield (Cont.)

A partial set of  German-made 30mm flats depicting enemy casualties 
and a crashed airplane. Undetermined maker, c. 1914.

A 1915 advertisement promoting a new series of wartime production 
sets titled Weltkrieg (World War) 1914-15 from the firm of J. G. 
Rupprecht. Enhanced sets from both Rupprecht and Spenkuch often 
included airplanes. (photo courtesy of Bernhard Schwarz www.
zinnfiguren-bleifiguren.com)

Aerial Warfare II 

A period postcard depicting the beginnings of aerial warfare. 
Since neither side equipped their fliers with parachutes, most 
airmen flew with side arms to use on themselves should their 
airplane catch on fire. The weapons were soon used against 
enemy aircraft. (Rosebuds WW1 & Early Aviation Image Archive)
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fighters designated as “scouts” while large multi-seat 
bombers raided deep behind enemy lines. As the war 
progressed, the role of the airplane as a machine of 
war continued to expand. 

The development of aviation during the war is often 
characterized by images of massive aerial battles 
known as dog-fights from which successful pilots 
emerged as national heroes. Nations celebrated with 
each new victory and mourned at the news of their 
deaths until a new hero emerged to be celebrated. As 
collectors, we can only speculate on how the German 
toy soldier industry might have portrayed the exploits 
of these legendary heroes because no such sets were 
produced. By 1916, the need for increased weapon 
and munitions production far outweighed the limited 
propaganda value provided by continued production 
of toy soldiers and as the German toy soldier industry’s 
access to raw materials was eliminated, German 
wartime toy soldier production came to an end.  

Postscript: In 1926, now retired British General 
Sir Douglas Haig expressed the following opinion: 
“Aeroplanes and tanks are only accessories to the 
men and the horse, and I feel sure that as time goes 
on you will find just as much use for the horse as you 
have ever done in the past.”17

Above the Battlefield (Cont.)

Aerial Warfare III 

A period postcard depicting an early 
attempt to mount a forward firing 
machine gun on an airplane. In this 
case the machine gun is mounted to fire 
over the arc of the propeller, c.1915. 
(Rosebuds WW1 and early Aviation 
Image Archive)

A catalog illustration of a Spenkuch set from 
the Volkerkrieg 1914 (International War) series. 
Note the presence of the taube, c. 1915 (photo 
courtesy of Bernhard Schwarz www.zinnfiguren-
bleifiguren.com)

Aerial Warfare IV

The cover of the October 27, 1917, issue of The 
Sphere, Aviation & Military Motoring featured 
an illustration of French pilot Roland Garros 
achieving the first confirmed machine-gun 
victory over an enemy airplane. Garros used a 
system developed by Raymond Saulnier which 
allowed the machine gun to shoot through the 
spinning propeller. The system relied on steel 
wedges mounted on the propeller to deflect any 
bullets which struck it.  (author’s collection)
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AUCTION REVIEW
Exceptional collection of W. Britains  

October 20, 2012 10 a.m.  E.S.T.
Over 350 lots of near mint Britains - Gloss & Matte

The first Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA Specialist Sale of new Britains items. Some examples of prices realised.

Lot 144 Britains 
Set # 8848 Delhi Durbar, 
with original box. 5 pieces. 
Condition Excellent. $200

Lot 152 Britains Set # 8857 R. Art. Mountain 
Battery, with original box. 10 pieces. 
Condition Excellent. $90

Lot 163 Britains Set # 8876 Confed. Gun & 
Crew, with original box. 7 pieces. Condition 
Excellent. $90

Lot 194 Britains Set # 8925 R, Naval Ser, 
Armoured Car, with original box. 1 piece. 
Condition Excellent. $90 

Lot 215 Britains 
Set # 8956 State Elephant, 
with original box. 6 pieces. 
Condition Excellent. $110

Lot 266 Britains Set # 138 Pipes& Drums 17th  Purbiah Reg., with 
original box. 18 pieces. Condition Excellent. $180

Lot 270 Britains Set # 143 Rourkes Drift Hospital 
Diorama, with original box. 13 pieces. Condition 
Excellent. $110

Lot 288 Britains Set # 260 Band Of The Royal 
Engineers, with original box. 14 pieces. Condition 
Excellent. $120 

Lot 321 Britains Set # 40184 
Maharajah of Bikanirs State 
Elephant, with original box. 
5 pieces. Condition Excellent. 
$110

Lot 322 Britains Set # 40185 Bikanir Camel 
Corps, with original box. 3 pieces. Condition 
Excellent. $100 

Lot 323 Britains Set # 40186 
State Elephant Of Nizam, with 
original box. 5 pieces. Condition 
Excellent. $250 

Lot 328 Britains Set 2x # 41100 Jaipur 
Camel Drummers, with original box. 2 pieces. 
Condition Excellent. $100
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AUCTION PREVIEW
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date of Release: Oct. 29, 2012
Exceptional Britains collection of Dr. Arthur Puglisi 

leads the march to Old Toy Soldier’s Nov. 16-18 auction 
By Catherine Saunders-Watson

PITTSBURGH – The renowned Dr. Arthur Puglisi 
collection will serve as the centerpiece of Old Toy 
Soldier Auctions’ big Nov. 16-18 sale of antique, vintage 
and contemporary soldiers and figures. In addition to 
the Puglisi collection, OTSA will offer other important 
properties during the 1,500-lot specialty event, with 
bidding methods including absentee, by phone or live 
via the Internet through LiveAuctioneers.com.

The Friday session, which will start at 3 p.m., is devoted 
to contemporary toy soldiers whose production 
dateline begins in 1972. There are many examples of 
popular King & Country figures, as well as soldiers 
from Nostalgia, Ducal and Lucotte, a French brand 
that was actually founded in 1785.

“Pre-World War I Lucotte soldiers are very rare, very 
desirable and very pricey,” said OTSA owner Ray 
Haradin. “A century later, in the 1990s, Lucotte starting 
producing figures that were of a higher quality than 
what many of their competitors were manufacturing. 
Their range was even more expensive than Mignot’s 
contemporary line. Where a 1990s set from Mignot 
typically might have been priced around $200, a 
Lucotte set would have sold for $300 to $500. Many 
collectors look for Lucotte soldiers from this era, and 
we have quite a few in the sale.”

Around 50 sets by Washington, DC master painter and 
modeler Neil Rhodes will be offered. The sets were 
created at the behest of a famous Britains collector 
in Cleveland named William J. Miele, who is also the 
consignor. 

“Mr. Miele had the largest collection of Britains ever 
assembled. He sold it in the 1990s,” Haradin explained. 
“At that time, he commissioned Neil Rhodes to make 
sets that looked like Britains and titled them ‘sets 
that Britains should have made.’” Among the sets 
to be auctioned is a custom-painted Boer War RFA 
oxen-drawn 4.7 Naval Gun Team with crew, officer 
and handlers. It is expected to realize $500-$700.

The 370-lot opening session will also feature Alymer’s 
(Spanish) Banners Forward medieval knights, plus 
toy soldiers by Fusilier and Hiriart; and a selection of 
Dante Troiani Civil War figures.

The Saturday and Sunday sessions will be devoted 
primarily to the Dr. Arthur Puglisi collection, which 
Haradin described as “heavy on Britains, from the 
earliest of ‘first versions’ through to the postwar 
period. Dr. Puglisi has always been a completist who 
wanted an example of everything.” The collection 
comprises approximately 540 sets, half of which 
retain their original boxes.

The collection is rich with highlights, including an 
extremely rare Britains Set 316 Royal Horse Artillery 
at the Halt, with original boxes. The set is estimated 
at $2,500-$3,500.

Sets of bands are particularly well represented in the 
Puglisi collection. A very rare 23-piece Salvation Army 
Band Set 1317 is entered in the sale with a $4,000-
$6,000 estimate. Another coveted set is the Bahamas 
Police Band #2186, which is valued at $2,000-$3,000.

Lot 2539  Britains 24-piece pre-WWII #1317 Salvation Army Band and Flag Bearer. Est. $4,000-$6,000. Old Toy Soldier Auctions image. 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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)
A very nice array of Courtenay figures will be auctioned, 
as well as some Lou Steinberg dime store conversion 
figures. Steinberg figures have done exceptionally 
well in OTSA’s past events, with one particular figure 
exceeding $1,000 in the company’s June sale.

Several Timpo sets are in the auction lineup. A highlight 
is the circa-1955 “Quentin Durward” set, near mint with 
figures still tied in place in their original box. The set 
is based on the film version of Sir Walter Scott’s “The 
Adventures of Quentin Durward,” about the exploits of 
an honorable but penniless 15th-century Scottish knight.

Additionally, the weekend sessions will include an 
excellent sampling of Stadden figures – including Super 
Staddens painted by Charles Stadden himself – some 
quality Rose figures, and numerous civilian figures by 
various manufacturers. 

There will be many German-made Heyde figures in the 
auction, including a number of military sets. A Heyde Zoo 
– with giraffe cage, cat and bear enclosures; and several 
outbuildings – will go under the hammer on Saturday. 

Old Toy Soldier’s Nov. 16-18, 2012 auction is an 
absentee, phone and Internet live bidding event that 
will commence at 3 p.m. Eastern Time on Friday, Nov. 
16, and 10 a.m. on Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 17 and 
18. Absentee bids, including those placed online via 
www.LiveAuctioneers.com, must be made no later 
than 24 hours prior to the sale in order to be accepted. 
Phone lines must be reserved no later than 24 hours 
prior to the sale in order to bid by phone as the auction 
is in progress. 

Printed full-color catalogs are available for $35 postpaid 
(overseas postage additional). View the fully illustrated 
electronic catalog and leave absentee bids online 
through www.LiveAuctioneers.com. To order a printed 
catalog or to obtain condition reports or additional 
information on bidding, call Ray Haradin at 412-343-
8733 (tollfree: 800-349-8009) or e-mail raytoys@aol.
com. Catalog mail orders should be addressed to: P.O. 
Box 13324, Pittsburgh, PA 15243. Additional sale details 
are available online at www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com.

Lot 1132  Neil Rhodes custom-painted 18-piece Boer War RFA oxen-drawn 4.7 Naval Gun 
Team with crew, officer and handlers. Est. $600-$800. Old Toy Soldier Auctions image.

Lot 2344  Timpo circa-1955 Quentin Durward 
display set, 11 pieces. Est. $5,000-$6,000. 

Old Toy Soldier Auctions image.

Lot 2357  Heyde Zoo, 29 pieces with giraffe cage, cat and bear enclosures, other building, 
fencing and animals. Est. $4,500-$6,000. Old Toy Soldier Auctions image.  

Lot 2384  Courtenay #H13 Louis Sieur de Brosse, 
signed by Richard Courtenay on the base. Est. 
$300-$450. Old Toy Soldier Auctions image. 

Lot 1071  Lucotte (modern) 3rd Regiment 
Infantry of the Line, 12 pieces, boxed, 
excellent condition. Est. $250-$350. 

Old Toy Soldier Auctions image.

Lot 2045  Britains Set #91, pre-WWI, 
United States Infantry at Slope. Est. $3,000-$5,000.  

Old Toy Soldier Auctions image. 

Lot 2135  Britains Set #316 Royal Horse Artillery at the 
Halt with escort and officer. Est. $2,500-$3,500.
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Timpo. Quentin Durward, Ivanhoe 
and Crusaders Series.

A look beyond the 1950/1951 Timpo Catalog.    
By Norman Joplin

The only fully illustrated Timpo catalog to come to 
light probably dates from 1950/1951, this being prior 
to the issue of some of Timpo’s most well designed 
and popular sets based on the Metro Goldwyn 
Mayer’s epic Cinemascope movies.

Ivanhoe was released in 1952, The Knights of the 
Round Table 1953 and Quentin Durward in 1955. All 
of the movies starred Robert Taylor, with the Timpo 
Quentin Durward series being the last new set of 
lead figures issued by the company.

Illustrated material for the above sets along with 
the Crusader series is almost impossible to find, 
however thanks to my good friend Ken Wittenrich 
of West Falls, NJ I am able to include images of 
catalog sheets from New York Toy wholesaler Fred 
Bronner in this article.

Timpo price lists for 1954 showing Timpo Knights in 
Armour and the Knights of the Round Table Series, 
and a 1956 listing showing the Crusaders series 
and Quentin Durward, are illustrated in the following 
pages and give specific identification to the names 
of the characters depicted in the movies.

Fred Bronner Ad - Circa 1956 - Courtesy Ken Wittenrich

Timpo 1956 Price List

Quentin DurwardQuentin Durward



25

Timpo. Quentin Durward, Ivanhoe 
and Crusaders Series.

A look beyond the 1950/1951 Timpo Catalog. (Cont.)

No Timpo catalog or price list containing details of the 
Ivanhoe series has so far been found, however I am 
indebted to Mark S Young of California for supplying 
the image of the Ivanhoe Box, and to Ron Eccles 
of Eccles Brothers Limited, Iowa for the individual 
Ivanhoe Box images.

If any readers have any documentation from Timpo 
showing this series, please contact the editor of OTS 
Magazine Norman Joplin (info@normanjoplin.com)

All three Timpo series were based not only on the MGM 
movies, but in turn on the novels of Sir Walter Scott.

Quentin Durward figures do not, for some 
unaccountable reason have a mounted Royal Guard 
in the Set. The lances for the figures were made of 
plastic as Timpo was slowly moving over to plastic 
production in 1956 at the time this series was deleted.

The sketches showing the various color schemes of the 
Crusaders were drawn by English Collector Ian Gissings

Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA will be offering the 
boxed set of Quentin Durward shown in this article 
during their upcoming November 2012 auction.

Part 2 of this article featuring the range of Knights of 
the Round Table and hopefully additional information 
on Ivanhoe with be published in a forthcoming issue 
of Old Toy Soldier Magazine.

A complete resume in color of all of the Timpo Medieval 
Series of Knights may be viewed in my book Hollow 
Cast Civilian Toy Figures  by Schiffer Publishing.

The Great Book of Hollow Cast Figures also has a 
chapter devoted to Timpo.
 

Quentin Durward Display Set

Philip De Creville Mounted Dukes Guard

William De La Marck, Landsknechts and Gluckmeister Dukes Guard - Royal Guard
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Timpo. Quentin Durward, Ivanhoe 
and Crusaders Series.

A look beyond the 1950/1951 Timpo Catalog. (Cont.)

Ivanhoe Box Display Set Lid

Ivanhoe

Fred Bronner Ad, Courtesy Ken Wittenrich

Ivanhoe Display Crusader Display

Crusader Sketches

Timpo 1956 Price List

Individual Box for Ivanhoe
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BOOK REVIEW
THE AMERICAN TOY SOLDIER ART OF J. EDWARD JONES

By Don Pielin with Kent Kline
Reviewed by Russ Bednarek

The quantity and quality of toy soldier books 
published in recent years has surged much to the 
delight of collectors.  Today it seems regardless of 
what your toy soldier collecting interest is you can 
find a book devoted to your niche.  The standard of 
the typical toy soldier book has been elevated to a 
level where minimal information and a sampling of 
photographs are no longer acceptable.  The norm is 
now a chronological production history comprised 
of pages of figures, boxes, sets, catalogs and box 
art being pictured with accompanying text. This 
type of toy soldier book is perfectly acceptable for 
the collector; he is given the opportunity to view 
the figures and accompanying items in a pictorial 
fashion and at the same time read a concise history 
of the company that is his collecting interest.  New 
information and discoveries have provided an 
impetus for many of the current books.  With the 
expansion and ease of self-publication, we have 
seen an explosion of toy soldier books that have 
a very narrow focus, many of which I have had the 
opportunity to present to you in this column. 
 
The American Toy Soldier Art of J. Edwards 
Jones by Don Pielin with Kent Kline is the latest 
outstanding offering for toy soldier collectors.  
Author Don Pielin has managed to masterfully 
blend the emotional human element of toy soldier 

manufacturing with the physical product history.  
The subject of Mr. Pielin’s tome are the Jones 
figures created by Chicagoan J. Edward Jones.  
From 1925 to 1955, Ed Jones’ toy soldier ventures 
saw the rise and fall of five different toy soldier 
companies.  Not only was Jones often a victim of 
historical events, but many times a victim of his own 
behavior and business practices.  For example, his 
second company, Metal Art Miniatures was doing 
well when the Great Depression hit, claiming the 
company as one of it’s victims.  Similarly, on the 
verge of success with yet another new company, 
Jones is shut down by the US government 
during 1942 because lead is needed for the war 
effort.  Questionable business practices often led 
to disappointment and failure.  In order to avoid 
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BOOK REVIEW (Cont.)
creditors, Jones created Miniature Products 
Company, which was nothing more than a new 
name to sell an old product.  Upon failing to 
satisfactorily fill an order for a major toy soldier 
importer, two men are sent to “collect” what 
was due, resulting in numerous molds and stock 
being seized.  We learn that Jones was somewhat 
creative when it came to advertising his figures.  
He created the Miniature Hobby Association of 
the U.S.A. in 1934.  Membership was free, but 
the subscription to the newsletter, The Prospector 
was $2.  Not surprisingly, Jones figures appeared 
prominently in the publication.  In 1938 Jones 
turned the Association into a non-profit called 
the Visual History Association.  This new venture 
concerned itself with the publication of uniform 
plates, another interest of Jones.  It was through 
this organization that Jones met Ella Louise Hume, 
the granddaughter of a wealthy Michigan lumber 
baron.  A talented painter and converter of toy 
soldiers, Hume also possessed a Britain’s collection 
of 6000 pieces.  Perhaps she was inspired by Anne 
S.K. Brown?  Without giving away the story, suffice 
it to say that Hume played an important part in Ed 
Jones future toy soldier endeavors.
 
Fortunately a chapter is devoted to each of the five 
companies Jones created.  Expertly interspersed 
among the trials and tribulations of Jones, readers 
are treated to numerous pages of Jones figures 
as they appeared in the history of the company’s 
production.  Corresponding boxes, ads and catalog 
pages are faithfully reproduced to aid collectors.  
All photographs are in color, the exception being 
period photos of Jones or Hume.  A real benefit for 
collectors is that figure photographs are in true size 
to the figures.  Jones produced several different 
scales and true size photos are a welcomed feature.  
Utilizing figures from his own collection and with 
the expert resources that collector/dealer Kent 
Kline contributed, the reader is presented with a 
comprehensive visual record of Jones production.  
No stone regarding the history of Jones production 
is left unturned as there is even a list of what 
happened to specific figure molds.  The production 
and progression of boxes and labels is also well 
documented.  The multitude of box labels and art 
would become another financial debacle for Jones, 
resulting in him being manipulated by an importer.
 

The American Toy Soldier Art of J. Edward Jones is 
the result of Don Pielin’s passion for the work of Ed 
Jones.  Mr.Pielin has spent many of his collecting 
years pursuing anything and everything regarding 
Jones production.  His research for this book took 
over four years to complete and included countless 
phone and face to face interviews with surviving 
members of the Jones and Hume families.  Printed 
on high quality gloss paper, this hardback book 
with dust jacket presents the reader with hundreds 
of superlative color pictures.  In addition to pictures 
of the figures, included are pictures of boxes and 
the artwork that Jones somehow managed to 
commission from several artists, among them 
the former official painter of the US Army, Henry 
Ogden. Don Pielin has managed to merge the 
emotional peaks and valleys of Ed Jones life with 
Ed Jones toy soldier businesses.  The reader can 
only root for Jones to finally “make it” with one 
of his companies, only to be disappointed in the 
outcome.  Ed Jones was a tragic figure; he was 
driven to become a business success but failed 
due to either his own shortcomings or historic 
events.  Sadly Jones died alone in bankruptcy.  Mr. 
Pielin is to be commended for providing toy soldier 
collectors with the first book that deals equally 
with the human story as it does with toy soldier 
manufacture.  As I read the book I became more 
involved with the events shaping Ed Jones life than 
I did with his toy soldiers.  The price of the book 
is $55 with several shipping options available; 
Priority is $8, Media is $4 and Overseas being $21.  
I highly recommend this outstanding book for all 
toy soldier collectors.  Thank you to Mr. Pielin for 
generously supplying a copy for this review.
 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION
Don Pielin
Phone: 630-497-1239
email:dimestores@aol.com
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MORE cococub DISCOVERIES
By Norman Joplin

OTSN Volume 6 #3, a combined article 
by Vic Medcalf and myself outlined 
the Cococub Series. Since then much 
information has been discovered 
and published including regular OTS 
Magazine updates.

Dedicated collectors and researchers, 
Dudley Chignall and John Cupman 
have continued to research and 
produce reference books on the 
subject. 

Just when it seems almost everything 
connected to Cococubs had been 
discovered, three chance finds 
surfaced over the past twelve months. 
In August 2011 on a visit to the 
UK, I was convinced by a friend to 
attend the Ardingly Antique Show,  a 
combined indoor and outdoor event 
in Sussex in the South of England. 
It has long been a theory that most 
important finds are made on day 
one of the event, when dealers get a 
head start before the public enters. 
Attending more for a pleasurable 
day out rather than  having to find 
something proved productive during 
a meeting with Ephemera Dealer, 
Eileen and Steve Bryne. Knowing my 
interest in Cococubs, they directed 
me to a fellow dealer who had an 
original box which had contained one 
dozen 1/4 pound tins of cocoa with 
a “Toy in Every Tin” label. The price 
was prohibitive, but then again I had 

Front, sides and inner 
flap of 1 dozen trade 
box with 1/4 lb. tins.
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MORE cococub DISCOVERIES (Cont.)

never seen such an item, so I purchased it with a 
view to writing an article for Old Toy Soldier Magazine 
sometime in the future.

The pictures were taken, the article shelved until 
perhaps more information to constitute a full article 
was available.

One year later, enter Eileen and Steve Bryne again 
with information on a purchase they had made at 
an Ephemera Auction in the shape of a previously 
undiscovered full size poster advertising the Cococub 
“Toy in Every Tin Scheme”.

Enough for an article now, not quite. A further 
find emerged at my London toy soldier show in 
September 2012. This time John Cupman, author of 
two Cococub reference books, showed me his recent 

Ebay find, an enamel badge marked Cococub League 
and emanating from the South African Branch of the 
Cococub Scheme. 

Dudley Chignall, author of The Great Book of 
Cococubs is probably now in possession of the 
illustrated poster. His research reveals that the 
Cococub Magazine once announced the Cococub 
Clubs were established in “far away lands” such as 
New Zealand and South Africa.

Some years ago a New Zealand collector informed 
me that the badge issued in that country was of 
red rather than blue enamel. If any readers can 
substantiate this or indeed have any info on the New 
Zealand Cococub Scheme, please contact Old Toy 
Soldier editor, Norman Joplin (info@normanjoplin.
com).

Cococub poster courtesy Eileen Bryne.

Cococub South African Badge courtesy John Cupman.
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SHOW REPORT
Norman Joplin show 

By Norman Joplin

This annual show is now under the management of Adrian Little 
of Mercator Trading, while Norman still remains part owner. The 
show is in turn co-sponsored by Old Toy Soldier Magazine.

A unique show specializing in toy soldiers and figures with a 
1980 dateline. It is held in central London at the Holiday Inn 
Bloomsbury and always has a vast array and selection of old 
toy soldiers and figures spread over 60 tables.

John Cupman and Norman Nevard SAS Hugo Marsh

Steve Viccars Allen Hickling Bill Kingsman and Michelle

David Stead

Bonham’s Leigh Gotch
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Martin Fahie

John and Jane Waterworth

Dennis Slack

Gisbert Freber

Harry Kemp

Andy Morant

David Wright and Patrick Adam

US Collector Dennis Fontana

Allen Spalding
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Steve Viccars Ray Haradin OTS AuctionShow organizer Adrian Little Francois Beaumont Paris BMSS Arthur Smith

Jaqui and Rob Wilson

Tony Wells Tony Wells daughter, Georgie
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SHOW REPORT

OTSN CHICAGO show
Year 32 

By Norman Joplin

The annual toy soldier “family reunion” is one way to describe 
the OTSN Show. Friends, collectors and dealers converge 
each year for this nearly week long event.

The following photo gallery indicates the fun, finds and 
friends who attended.

If you have not visited the Chicago Toy Soldier Show, you 
simply do not know what a great time you are missing.

Venue Early Sunday Morning

Scott Morlan

Lenior Josey, Michael O’Donnell, Arnold Rolak
Gisbert Freber (Germany) Francoise Beaumont (France) 

and Adrian LIttle (UK)
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY

The line waiting for the OTS Single Figure Sale, yet another unique 
event organized by OTS Auctions during the show

Alan Cook and Debbie Norman Rodreguez

Tony and Florian Borges with their Heyde book Sue and Gary Miller
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY

Ray Haradin
OTS book reviewer 

Russ Bednarek
Joe Wallis with his updated

“Regiments” book Roger Garfield

Nancy Haradin, Sue Joplin and Zach Solonica Britains’ Jennifer Hollenback

Show chairman, Don Pielin and Verne Johnson Ruta and Gerry Miller
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For Table Information:
Phone (760) 758-5481, Fax (760) 758-7004

Admission $6, under 12 is free

Irvine Marriott Hotel
18000 Von Karman Ave. • Irvine, CA 92612

Close to Orange County Airport
1-800-228-9290 • Hotel Direct (949) 553-0100
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28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS.  FRANCE.                        Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7  

THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOYTHE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOY--SOLDIERS IN PARISSOLDIERS IN PARIS
Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office, 
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition 
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French plastics, paper soldiers, 
flats etc etc……

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44     boitedesoldats@wanadoo.fr

Web-site boitedesoldats.fr

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and 
others.

A bientôt A bientôt àà ParisParis……
FranFranççois Beaumontois Beaumont

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr
NEW WEB SITE

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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Completing the Line: BRITAINS Set 2049
By Rob Wilson

With the publication of James Opie’s “The Great Book 
of Britains” and Joe Wallis’s “Armies of the World” 
and “Regiments of All Nations” the outputs of William 
Britain are now pretty well documented.  There are 
however still a few gaps to be filled. 

In Opie’s magnum opus there were still quite a few 
gaps in the list of  items produced both pre and 
post the second world war. A number of these have 
been subsequently filled following the discovery 
of the factory records.  Joe Wallis was able to use 
this information to identify a number of sets that had 
previously been unidentified.

2049 is a case in point.  It is not included in James’s 
pocket guide. In the first edition of Joe’s Regiments of 
All Nations an empty box is reported together with the 
information that the title of the set was  “Life Guards 
and Scots Guards in Review Order”  and that it 
included a tie card for 7 mounted and 12 foot figures. 
This set was not included in any Britain’s catalogue. 
Joe’s guess was that it was likely to have comprised 
a combination of set #1 Life Guards and set#75 Scots 
Guards, both in summer dress. 

By the time of the publication of the second edition of 
Regiments of All Nations catalogue from FAO Schwartz 
from 1950 and 1951 had surfaced showing a somewhat 
different composition. This rather strange combination 
is still described as being in Review Order. 

Joe concludes that his original surmise was incorrect 
and that the Schwartz combination must be the 
correct complement, despite the fact that the title 
seems to be at odds with the contents

The Schwartz catalogue pictures a set identified as 
“Set 19-86” which is described as “Britain’s Soldiers, 
Life Guards and Scots Guards in review order.  This is 
illustrated in the catalogue and includes a combination 
of  Life Guards and Scots Guards in  Winter Dress, 
combined with Life Guard foot sentries in Review 
order from set # 2029. Pictures 1 and 2 show the cover 
from the catalogue and the page which illustrates the 
set with the figures in Winter dress. 

The other 3 sets shown in the Schwartz catalogue 
are also three row display sets (1323, 2036 and 2015) 
although given different numbering by Schwartz.  

Picture 1:  Cover from the 1950 Schwartz Catalogue Picture 2: Page illustrating set #2049  (19-86, item C in Schwartz numbering)
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Completing the Line: BRITAINS Set 2049 (Cont.)

The first was part of the standard catalogue for many 
years, first appearing in the 1930s before the start 
of World War 2.  Set 2036 is less common, but the 
figures Scots Guards, Black Watch and Scots Greys 
are just the same as in the single row sets from which 
they are drawn (Set nos. 11, 32 and 75).  The final 
set is also a combination of common single row sets 
(Zouaves, Cuirassiers and French Foreign Legion with 
mounted officer at the halt, but the boxed display set 
is not one that turns up very frequently.

The other photographs included in this article suggest 
that Both combinations of set 2049 were probably 
marketed. The British auction company Vectis sold 
the lot in picture 3 which has Life Guards and Scots 
Guards in Review order. It comprises 7 Life Guards (as 
supplied in set#1), including an officer on a cantering 
rather than rearing horse and 6 troopers (all on trotting 
horses half with vertical and half with horizontal 
plumes). The Scots Guards are as in set#75, but with 
12 figures, including an officer and a piper. 

This set seems to be exactly what the box label 
describes. The figures are mint, tied in.  The label on 
the side of the Regiments of All Nations box reads 
“LIFEGUARDS and SCOTS GUARDS (Review Order) 
No. 2049 Made in England (see Picture 5).

The second set shown in Picture 4 is also mint and 
tied in. The label is identical (albeit not in such great 
shape). The contents are completely different and 
match the Schwartz catalogue exactly!

This illustrates the difficulties of being too pedantic 
about what Britains did and did not make.  
Many department stores commissioned special 
combinations, and this set seems to fall into that 
category.  Perhaps the Schwartz combination was 
only sold in the USA and the other one was distributed 
to another store in the UK.  We shall probably never 
know for sure!

Picture 3: Set 2049 as sold by Vectis

Picture 4: Set 2049 with the Schwartz catalogue composition

Picture 5:  End label from the Vectis set
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the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World
We stock the Book and virtually

EVERYTHING in it 

to visit our showroom… we always buy 
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack and Patrick Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

GUY
RENAUD
FLAGS

Toy Soldiers at Their Best From

Alymer, Beau Gest
Britains, Dorset
East Of India
Forward March, Frontline
Fusilier, JG Miniatures
John Eden, Marlborough
Pickelhaube, PNF
Wilson Edwards, Larsen Toys
Mariea Miniatures, Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Rosedale
RP World Models
Castings from Alymer, Andrea
Cast Molds & Supplies from
Prince August

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables

Call for an appointment 

First Legion  • King & Country • Monarch Regalia • Rodden Historical

Green’s Collectables
Toy Soldiers At Their Best

www.greenscollectables.com • algreen@greenscollectables.com
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ 07834  973-627-4961

TIME PERIODS OFFERED
Greek Hoplite, Persian Inf., Persian Immortals
Scythian Archers, Imperial Standards
Persian Army and Mercenaries.
Samurai, Army of Oda Nobunaga, Shogun
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,
Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life
French Foreign Legion, Victorian
Present day combatants
Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Beau Geste, Britains, Dorset
East Of India, Rosedale
Frontline, Fusilier, GBE
Little Lead Soldier
Larson Toys, Alymer
Marlborough, PNF
RP World Models/Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Oryon
Leddy & Slack
Wilson Edwards
JG MIniatures
Prince August Molds
Forward March
Irregular Miniatures
Thomas Gunn Miniatures

14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 • Fax: 314-567-3314

Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Henry of Trastamara
50mm Scale

Otto Graf Von Langenberg
50mm Scale

Charles Duke of Brittany
50mm Scale
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The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net

53

The Great Book Of Britains, 
Limited Edition by James Opie

Offering a very 
limited number of 
this out of print book.
Over 600 full color
pages make this the
ultimate reference
book. Includes 
limited edition set 
of soldiers.  
Price $450 
Standard edition $325

RAY HARADIN  TOYS OF YESTERYEAR
1039 Lakemont Dr. • Pittsburgh, PA 15243

1-800-349-8009  or 412-343-8733 • fax 412-344-5273
Shipping and handling $25, 

overseas shipping $50.
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REMEMBERING THE “MILITARY MINIATURES” 
SOLDIER SHOP
By Henry I. Kurtz

Recently, while rummaging through my files, I came 
across the March 10, 1951 issue of Collier’s Magazine 
containing an illustrated article on Military Miniatures,
a Manhattan shop described in the article “ as one 
of the few in this country devoted exclusively to 
miniatures.” James Gregg, Jr., the proprietor, is 
shown in the opening photograph standing behind 
shelves bearing a large group of mostly Authenticast
and Mignot toy soldiers (see illustration one).

The Collier’s article focuses mainly on some of the 
better known brands of miniature soldiers, among 
these Metayer, Ballada and Richard Courtenay, and 
the American custom figure maker Harry Barker. 
Barker’s figures are well represented in two of the 

article’s color photos: one shows an American 
Revolutionary War Continental Artillery detachment 
with flag bearer and drummer (see illustration two); 
and the other a Confederate artillery battery, with a 
damaged gun and casualties (see illustration three). 
It should be noted that Barker’s figures were mainly 
reworked Mignot and Lucotte toy soldiers.

The Collier’s article also states that proprietor Gregg 
sends his catalogue to “some 8,000 eager collectors 
in the United States.” Furthermore, the article 
observes that if a collector’s interest is not historical 
“there are sets [obviously Britains] showing a farm 
scene, a well-stocked zoo... or a ‘Mammoth Circus,’ 
complete with clowns and performing livestock.”

Illustration 1
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REMEMBERING THE “MILITARY MINIATURES” 
SOLDIER SHOP (Cont.)

Illustration 2 - A Revolutionary War gun crew, cast and hand-painted 
by Harry Barker, Jr., of Elkton, MD. This set is completely authentic. 

It cost $75.

Illustration 3 -  American-made Confederate gun crews.
 Many Civil War figures are made in France; whole Gettysburg battles 

could be re-created from them.

Illustration 4 Illustration 5

Illustration 6 Illustration 7
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REMEMBERING THE “MILITARY MINIATURES” 
SOLDIER SHOP (Cont.)

Also in my files is an original copy of the 1950-1951 
catalogue, a highly professional publication on 
glossy paper, chock full of excellent photographs 
(see illustrations four through seven). Much of the 
catalogue is devoted to Britains, with virtually all of 
the company’s 1951 productions listed, along with a 
good section on Mignot toy soldiers, and all at eat-
your-heart-out prices-standard Britains infantry and 
cavalry sets at $1.98 and regular Mignot sets at $8.50. 
A short section on Madame Metayer’s Napoleonic 
miniatures lists figures at $7.50 to $13.50; and a two-
page spread of Courtenay foot and mounted figures 
(unfortunately without identifying the personalities) 
informs the collector that foot knights cost $14.95 
and mounted ones cost $35.00.

Later, in the 1950’s, under new ownership. Military 
Miniatures became the House of Miniatures, still 
located at Lexington Avenue and 92nd Street. I had 
the pleasure of working there as a part-time sales 

clerk while a college student. My position entitled me 
to a 40 percent discount on any item in the store. 
Imagine, I could have had Courtenay foot knights 
for about $8.50 per figure and mounted knights for 
$21.00 each. However, my miniature soldier tastes 
ran to Greenwood and Ball and Stadden portrayals 
of the British army in various periods and so I ended 
up with a display case full of those.

By the end of the 1950’s the shop was gone, to 
be followed in later years by Knight’s Castle, Reiss 
Brothers, Polk’s , The Soldier Shop and the Burlington. 
Today, not a single shop featuring toy and miniature 
soldiers can be found in New York City. A golden age 
has indeed faded into history.

Henry I. Kurtz is the author of The Art of The Toy 
Soldier and a toy soldier collector and dealer.

Illustration 8 - Authenticast Figures
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RECONNAISSANCE

Britains Mysteries?
The two boxes illustrated above marked Liliput appear to be of pre-war vintage, but have no 
connection to the Lilliput Series issued post war by Britains. The empty box has #50f on the 
end label, indicating it was possibly from the farm series, although the box is empty, obtained 
from a California collector - courtesy Scott Morlan. The Christmas box was discovered in 
London September 2012.
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PRESTO CHANGE-O!
The Reuse of Castings by Britains Limited

By Joe Wallis

One of the reasons Britains Limited survived as a 
successful business enterprise for such a long time 
was frugality (or thriftiness if you prefer). Upon creating 
a good model, they often adapted it to issue a new 
set—without having to incur the cost of designing 
and making a new mold. This article surveys some of 
the occasions when they simply painted a casting in 
a different uniform to achieve a new item to market. 
Due to the many figures discussed, only photographs 
of the more uncommon items are shown.

From the early days of making lead soldiers, Britains 
employed the technique of varying the paint scheme 
to reissue a casting as a different regiment or even an 
entirely new nationality. The first hollowcast models 
sold in 1893 of Life Guards (Set 1), Royal Horse 
Guards (Set 2), and Fifth Dragoon Guards (Set 3) were 
all the same except for the painting of their uniforms. 

The same is true of Set 23 Fifth Lancers, Set 24 Ninth 
Lancers, and Set 33 Sixteenth Lancers, all at the 
halt led by the superb officer “turned in the saddle” 
holding a tin strip sword. Set 38 Dr. Jameson and 
the South African Infantry probably preceded Set 6 
Boer Cavalry—but both sets used the same casting. 
The Buffs of Set 16, the Somerset Light Infantry of 
Set 17, the Worcesters of Set 18, and some of the 
West Surrey of Set 29 shared the same standing at 
the ready and kneeling to receive cavalry types (also 
from 1957-59 the Loyal North Lancashire with white 
helmets comprised Half-Box Set 2125.) The Indian 
Army was represented by troopers and trumpeters 
mounted on a distinct horse in Sets 45, 46, 47, and 
66. The marching at the trail sepoy in Sets 64, 67, and 
68 varied only in the details of their uniform; a principle 
that was maintained when a marching at the slope 
casting replaced the earlier sepoy in Sets 64, 67, 68, 

Britains Sets 1, 2 and 3 Britains 6 and Set 38

Britains Sets 45, 46, 47 and 66 Britains Sets 68, 1893, 67, 68 and 1621

Britains Sets 35, 1619 and 1620 Britains 141 and 1711 Britains Sets 78 and 80Britains 142 and 191 / 2138 1362B
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1342, and 1621. Britains was able to make different 
regiments of Highlanders charging in Sets 11, 15, and 
88; marching in Sets 77 and 112; or firing in Sets 89, 
118, 122, 157, and 2063. After initially representing 
Sets 78 Royal Navy Bluejackets running at the trail 
and Set 80 Royal Navy Whitejackets running at the 
slope, the later production was running at the trail 
with just the painting characterizing the two sets.

There are numerous British Infantry regiments that 
varied in their facings alone; in fact the entire Famous 
Regiments Series from 1937-1939 represented 
an effort to present all the British line regiments 
marching at the slope. Similarly, the British Guards 
regiments were distinguished most readily by the 
placement and coloration of the hackles or plumes 
on their bearskin caps. Strictly speaking these could 
be included in this article, but it is more instructive to 
look at the examples when more than just facings or 
plumes were altered.

The Royal Marines of Set 35 marching at the slope 
in dark blue uniforms were dressed in khaki uniforms 
to create Set 1619 Royal Marines in Tropical Service 
Dress, as well as with red tunics to represent the Royal 
Marine Light Infantry in Set 1620. In 1940, Britains 
resurrected the early Indian Infantry sepoy walking at 
the trail to create Sets 1892, 1893 and 1903 (Indian 
Infantry, Indian Army Service Corps, and the rare 
Indian Mountain Battery). In 1951, the Firm returned to 
Set 104, City Imperial Volunteers, from the Boer War 
to provide the officer with drawn sword in Set 2059 
Union Infantry and Set 2060 Confederate Infantry as 
well as the Confederate soldier standing on guard 
with fixed bayonet. When Set 1711 French Foreign 
Legion marching with fixed bayonets was introduced 
in 1939, it was easily done by painting the casting 
of the French Infanterie de Ligne from Set 141 in a 
different way. An earlier multiple use was achieved in 
1915 by employing the French Zouave from Set 142 
to issue Set 191 French Turcos charging. (In 1954, 
Britains released Picture Pack 1362-B as a Union 

PRESTO CHANGE-O!
The Reuse of Castings by Britains Limited (Cont.)

Britains 212, 1395, 213 and 1913 Britains 146 Britains 192, 1383, 1389 and 215

Britains 334, 1603, 2011 and 2012Britains 217 and 220Britains 219 and 2035, 177 and 178

Britains 230, 1253, 228, 399 and 2098Britains 1257 and 1437 Britains 226, 232, 299
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Zouave by simply adding gold trouser stripes and a 
black fez.) Both Sets 177 and 178, Austrian Infantry 
and Foot Guards, employed the same casting but 
diverse paint schemes.

There are some occasions when the painting of a set 
was revised by Britains. With Set 196 Greek Evzones 
we have an unusual situation in that prewar they were 
painted with red vests, but postwar they were given 
black vests. Set 66 Thirteenth Duke of Connaught’s 
Own Indian Lancers altered the painting of their 
jackets from dark green to dark blue about 1950, and 
Set 432 German Infantry changed from its prewar 
field-grey uniforms to forest-green tunics and blue-
grey trousers in 1946.

Another recycling venture was taking the Eleventh 
Hussar dismounted from Set 182 and the Eleventh 

Hussar mounted at the halt from Set 270, to compose 
Half-Box 2120 Third Hussars. The formation of 
Belgian Infantry marching in Active Service Order 
for Set 1389 was easily done from the French Poilus 
marching in Set 192, and Set 1383 Belgian Infantry 
firing with machine guns was derived from the French 
Infanterie in Set 215. Britains adapted the Royal Scots 
Lowlander marching of Set 212 into the King’s Own 
Scottish Borderers for Set 1395. Britains also issued 
noncatalogued Set 1913 Cameronians (Scottish 
Rifles) using the casting initiated as the Highland 
Light Infantry in Set 213.

The identical casting served in both Set 217 
Argentine Cavalry and Set 220 Uruguayan Cavalry. 
The Argentine Infantry marching in Set 216 and the 
Uruguayan Infantry of Set 222 had the same casting. 
The Argentine Military School Cadets of Set 219 were 

PRESTO CHANGE-O!
The Reuse of Castings by Britains Limited (Cont.)

Britains 1540, 1541, 1617 and 1618

Britains 1290, 2014 and 2112Britains 1293, 1294, 1902 and 1900 Britains 1426, 1911, 240 and chauffeur

Britains 1837, 1856 and 1850

Britains 2024Britains 1513 Britains 1512

Britains 1537, 1538, 1835 and 1836
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no longer produced after 1941, but they lived on as 
the casting for the Svea Lifeguards of postwar Set 
2035. Britains Limited conceived the idea of making 
U.S. Marines in khaki service dress (Set 399) by 
painting Set 228 differently. The same transition was 
performed with the U.S. Bluejackets of Set 230 and 
the Whitejackets of Set 1253, and the West Point 
Cadets of Sets 226 (and 232) versus those sold as 
Set 299. When Britains decided to issue Venezuelans 
in 1955, they took the marching U.S. Marine figure 
from Set 228, but painted it in the entirely different 
uniform of the Venezuelan Cadets. An even simpler 
transformation was taking the U.S. Infantryman 
marching with steel helmet from Set 2033 to represent 
Venezuelan Infantry, and employing the U.S. Navy 
Whitejackets as Venezuelan Sailors (see Sets 2098-
2100 and 2104-2105).

The Life Guards in winter cloaks appeared in 1930 in 
Set 400, and it was clever of Britains to conceive of 
making Royal Horse Guards in cloaks as Set 1343 
to expand their catalog in 1934. About 1928 the old 
fixed-arm casting for Set 38 was retired for a moveable 
arm version at the same time that Set 276 U. S. 
Cavalry was introduced (the South Mounted Infantry 
differed by wearing grey trousers). The Canadian 
Mounties of Set 1349 featured the same casting as 
Set 276 when they came out in 1934. While Set 437, 
Officers of the Gordon Highlanders, was deleted after 
1941, the mounted officer reappeared as a Seaforth 
Highlander in Set 2062, as a Black Watch Highlander 

in Set 2126, and as a Gordon Highlander in Set 2168 
and Picture Pack 845-B; the prewar walking Gordon 
officer remained in service postwar as a Black Watch 
officer in Display Set 73, and as a Gordon in Picture 
Pack 461-B.

Now we come to the Royal Marine Bandsmen of 
Set 1288 and 1291 that furnished the castings for 
postwar Bahamas Police Bands of Sets 2185 and 
2186. In a parallel manner, the Set 1290 British Army 
Band in khaki peak caps was refashioned into Sets 
1301, 2014, 2093, 2110, and 2112. Prewar Sets 1329 
and 1330 were limbered wagons with differently 
painted personnel to represent the Royal Army 
Service Corps and the Royal Engineers, respectively. 
Sets 1293, 1294, 1900, and 1902 all used the Infantry 
marching in tropical shorts to supply Durban Light 
Infantry, British Infantry in Tropical Dress, the Louw 
Wepener Regiment, and the South African Defense 
Force, respectively. The Territorial Infantry appeared 
in the 1937 catalog for the Coronation as Sets 1537 
and 1538 marching at the slope, Sets 1540 and 
1541 at present arms, and Sets 1617 and 1618 in 
walking out dress empty-handed. The first set 
number in each pair wore dark blue uniforms, while 
the latter set number was dressed in the dark green 
of Territorial rifle regiments. The Argentine Cadets of 
Sets 1835 and 1836 were based upon the Territorials 
in Sets 1537 and 1538, but added fixed bayonets. To 
represent Canadian forces, Britains simply took the 
Fifth Dragoon Guards of Set 3 and painted them to 

PRESTO CHANGE-O!
The Reuse of Castings by Britains Limited (Cont.)

Britains Set 2120

cap
Britains 1791, 1792 and  2011

Britains 2034

Britains 1291, 2185 and 2185
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represent Set 1629 Lord Strathcona’s Horse and Set 
1631 Governor-General’s Horse Guards, but the First 
Dragoons (the Royals) of Set 31 furnished the basis for 
Set 1630 Royal Canadian Dragoons. Prewar Set 1632 
Royal Canadian Regiment marching featured a red 
puggaree around their white Wolseley helmets, while 
Set 1633 Princess Patricia’s Light Infantry lacked the 
puggaree and had light blue facings. Noncatalogued 
Set 1837 Argentine Infantry Con Casco, Set 1850 
Netherlands Infantry, and Set 1856 Polish Infantry 
contained the same marching figure with a smooth 
helmet--just the painting varied. During the Battle of 
Britain, the Firm issued R.A.F. pilots walking to their 
fighter planes in Set 1894 and followed with German 
Luftwaffe Pilots in Set 1895 and U.S. pilots (as part of 
Set 1905) using the same casting.

While the first version of Set 1603 Irish Free State 
Infantry used the fixed-arm officer casting from Set 
227, the last version of Set 1603, now entitled the 
Republic of Eire Infantry, contained an officer with a 
moveable arm that was from Set 334 U.S. Aviation 
Privates in Peak Caps. The “Red Devils” of Set 
2010 were redone as the Royal Air Force Regiment 
marching in berets as part of Display Set 2011. The 
R.A.F. airman in side cap, which was the last version 
of prewar Set 240, also appeared in both Set 2011 
and noncatalogued Set 2012 Royal Australian Air 
Force. The Aussies wore a darker uniform than the 
R.A.F. blue; for more details on this rare set see 
page 147 of my revised, all-color, hardcover edition 
of Regiments of All Nations (available on Amazon.
com and Amazon.co.uk). In 1954, the Yeomen of the 
Guard officer casting from Set 1257 was employed 
to provide an officer for Set 1437 Italian Carabinieri 
as well as for Set 2079 Scottish Archers. Yet another 
example of making maximum use of a model was 
Set 2150 Centurion Tank sold in olive drab, but also 
made in desert sand camouflage as Set 2154.

There are fewer examples of Britains redeploying a 
casting from a military use to a civilian one, or vice 
versa--probably because of the equipment usually 
supplied on military castings. In the late 1930s, the 
Royal Air Force (R.A.F.) casting from Set 240 provided 
a more modern empty-handed version (painted in a 
dark green uniform) of the Chauffeur in Set 168—the 
old first version Chauffeur carrying a lantern was 
quite passé. The officer casting from prewar Set 
1426 St. John’s Ambulance Brigade First Aid Party 
served again as the officer for postwar Sets 2030 
Australian Infantry in ceremonial uniform, and Set 
2044 U.S. Air Corps. In addition, the Army Motor 
Ambulance from Set 1512 was sold in dark blue as a 
civilian type in Set 1513 St. John’s Motor Ambulance, 
and as a Light Goods Van inscribed “Britains Ltd” in 
Set 2024. In 1939 both Set 1791 Royal Army Signal 
Corps motorcycle dispatch riders and Set 1792 
Mobile Traffic Police entered the catalog with only 
the painting to distinguish them (a single motorcyclist 
in R.A.F. blue was also offered in postwar Display 
Box 2011). Set 2034 imaginatively recycled the 
Royal Army Service Corps supply wagon as a Prairie 
Schooner from the American Wild West by adding a 
hood and a galloping team from Set 39 Royal Horse 
Artillery to represent a Covered Wagon. Its pioneer 
driver was the 555 Old Man sitting from the Farm 
Series, now given an arm holding a rifle. Finally, and 
perhaps the ultimate illustration of producing many 
items by varying the painting of one casting, is the 
Racing Colour Series which began as Set 237 in the 
year 1926 (see pages 344-351 of the revised edition 
of Regiments of All Nations).

The above instances typify Britain’s frequent practice 
of reusing a casting with a different paint scheme to 
produce a new set. A subsequent article will review 
occasions when a new head or arm on an old casting 
created a new set.

PRESTO CHANGE-O!
The Reuse of Castings by Britains Limited (Cont.)

Britains 2010 Britains 1894, 1895 and 1905 Royal Air Force Regiment 2011
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at

THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,

Britains,Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 St. Petersburg
Studios,The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier

Australian makers. Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.

ALL NEW IN FULL COLOR!
Regiments of All Nations

by Joe Wallis
Now available is the 
hardcover, all color, revised 
edition of the definitive 
history of Britains Limited 
lead soldier production 
between 1946 and 1966. 
With 415 pages and 500 
close-up color photographs 
even collectors who have 
the previous paperback 
edition will want to get this 
enhanced version.

The text describes the 
items produced in an 
easy-to-use format with 
color photos on the facing 
pages. The book details 
the roster of military sets, 
picture packs, and civilian lines (Farm, Hunt, Zoo, Circus, and 
Racing Colors), including color schemes, the dates of production, 
and changes in the composition of sets.

$60 USA/$70 Canada/$80 overseas; postpaid.
Get your autographed copy directly from the author 

by sending a check or money order to:  
Joe Wallis, P.O. Box 3407, Arlington, VA 22203-3407.
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Figures
For Sale

All Manufacturers:
Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval - 

Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798

Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716

Email: vindotti@erols.com

Be
lgia

n Composition

Old Toy Soldiers
For Sale

(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *

G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more…

boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian 

sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related 
accessories.  You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores.  All items priced to sell.

• ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA.  2400
North Reading Rd.  Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of 
the Turnpike.  Two cases filled to the brim!  Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.  
Note:  This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA.  725
North Hanover St.  1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the U.S. Army War College.  Easy access from
I-81.  Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA  22152

703-942-6613  •  doktorkec@aol.com

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:
91 Harmony Hall Drive, Carlisle, PA 17015

301-401-5339 • doktorkec@aol.com

 
 

 

G. Scott Morlan 
Toy Soldiers for Sale 

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more… 

boxed and unboxed 
Military and Civilian  

sets and singles. Books too! 
   New Collection Just In!! 
  Lots of postwar boxed sets 
     Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan 
P.O. Box 10701 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
 949 574 9259 

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com 
 

www.stockade-miniatures.com
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Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

WanteD
Barclay 
Soldiers

B18a	 (706)
B23	 (708)
B18a	 (706)?
B37a	 (718)
B37	 (718)
B54	 (721)
B59	 (727)
B62a	 (728)
B65a	 (730)
B83a	 (744)
B96a	 (753)
B97	 (754)
B120a	 (776)
B135a	 (785)

MANOIL 
Soldiers

Nurse pushing
soldier in 

Wheelchair

  M4a	 (8)
  M5a	 (8)
  M33	 (18a)
  M38	 (22)
  M43	 (25)
  M70	 (70
  M74a	 (46)

Deke Wilson
2700 North Taylor, Little Rock, AR 72207

Telephone: 501-664-3202
Email: wwwilson711@aol.com

Price including shipping & packaging within the USA is-
Soft Cover $79.95 included Priority Mail or 
$77.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.   
Hard Cover $89.95 including Priority Mail or 
$87.82 including Flat rate Media Mail.

To order or  for availability in UK, Europe or 
the rest of  the world please contact-Norman Joplin. 
Email info@normanjoplin.com or telephone 262-692-3913 
(Office hours Monday - Friday 8 am- 5 pm central time)
Or write enclosing check to 
Norman Joplin, 535 Fir Street, Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021

Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 1900-1939
 Four Decades of  Advertising
Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 1900-1939

Old Toy Soldiers and Figures 
1900-1939 - Four Decades of  
Advertising is a unique record 
of  Toy Soldier advertising 
from the World War 1 and pre 
World War 2 Periods.

Privately published and 
complied by Norman Joplin and 
Philip Dean, it illustrates many 
advertisements never before 
available to Toy Soldier Collectors 
and is the result of  over 40 years 
of research by Norman Joplin

The book also illustrates many 
individual rare single figures from 
the period and concentrates on 
over 30 manufacturers. Abel, 
Australian Hollowcasts, B.M.C, 
Chad Valley, Charterhouse, 
Cheerio Manufacturing Company, 
Crescent, EA Doran, Dunham 
White, CF Eckhardt, Exella, 
Faudel Phillips & Son, Fry, Erecto 
Toy Company, Godschalk, Hanks 
and Hanks Brothers and Sutton, 
A J Holladay, John Hill/Johillco, 
Kew, Laurie Hansen, Lord 
Roberts Workshop, Marlborough 
Manufacturing Company, Model 
Toys, Oliver Harper, Pixyland 
Manufacturing Company, Reka, 
Richards Art Company, Renvoize, 
Russell Manufacturing Company, 
Stoddarts, Wellington Toy 
Company, and  G.W. Wood

While Britains are included to a 
certain extent the main focus is 
on the other makers of the period. 
Volume 2 which will be available 
in 2012 will concentrate solely 
on Britains advertisements of the 
same period and beyond.
 
Note: this book is only available directly 
from the authors, it will not be offered 
by Amazon or via any cut price on line 
merchant. 
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com

CCAASSTTLLEE		SSTTOONNEE		MMOODDEELLSS©©
Manufacturer	of	Castles	and	Castle	Components	

Acquire a complete castle or components: 
 

 Curtain Walls 
 Gate House 
 Defense Tower 
 Defense Walls 
 Castle Keep 

 

Perfect for occupation by 25mm figures or as a backdrop for 
larger figures.  Complete castle is 17” x 17” x 9”.  Custom made 
with cast Hydrocal Plaster Cement.  All patterns are original 
work.  Great for scenery or military model backgrounds. 

For further information and product description, please visit our 
website at www.castlestonemodels.com or email us at 
castlestonemodels@comcast.net. 

Castle Stone Models© – Wheaton, Illinois 
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BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS
BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net

Email: pam@bruntonsbarracks.com
Webpage: www.bruntonsbarracks.com

Inventory varies from time to time 
and includes the following plus more:

  
Visit website to view many more products!

CURRENT MAKERS:
Britains
Mignot
Alymer

HM of Great Britain
Hocker

J G Miniatures
King & Country

Figarti
Trophy

EARLY TOY SOLDIERS:
Britains
Johillco

Composition
Dimestore
Blenheim
Vertunni
Garibaldi
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The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS
• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact:

HENRY KURTZ at (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
or write to

Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #136, New York, NY  10023

HENRY KURTZ, LTD.
Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

163 Amsterdam Avenue • Suite 136 New York, New York  10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WANTED

Holger Eriksson Collectors Society Newsletter HE 
Seeks information about the make-up 

of these S.A.E. 30mm green-boxed sets of 6 pcs:
	 #6TV	 U.S. Army Television Combat Unit
	 #31M	Y ugoslav Infantry marching 1957
	 #32A	 Albanian Infantry action 1957
	 #32B	 Bulgarian Infantry action 1957
	 #121	 Nigerian Infantry action 1957
	 #123	 Mauritius Infantry action 1957
If you have one of these rare sets or a figure from a set, 
Please contact Lou Sandbote at new address/phone:

Louis J. Sandbote
6060 N. Central Expressway, Suite 560

Dallas, TX 75205  
or lou.sandbote@charter.net
Lou Sandbote 214-237-2990

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the 

highest prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime 
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtenay, 

Vertunni, American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber, 
French Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures. 

Photographs will be required.  
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  

E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.  Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WANTED
Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs. 

Contact:  Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED
EARLY AND PREWAR BRITAINS 

TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. 

Excellent condition or better. 
Prefer boxed. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better. 

Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at 
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.netWANTED 

New to Like New, Great Book of Britains, 
by James Opie paying $200 per copy 

1-412-343-8733

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words. 

Submit ads to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also semi solid 
Spenkuch and Muncklefigures wanted. 

Please send photos to gisbert.freber@gmx.de

WANTED 
Small Dimestore collections

Norman Rodriguez
MEMPHTOYSOLDIER@bellsouth.net

901-218-7046



69

TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE

The best in Britains, Dimestore and 
German Lead. Call for free catalog. 

412-343-8733

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE
A well known and long established 

Toy Soldier expert, offers regular lists of 
Britain’s Hollow Cast and Other Makers, 

and occassionally Continental, 
Composition and Plastic. 

My lists since 1970 have formed the 
basis of many fine collections. 

These are issued about 4 times a year 
and can be emailed to you if required. 
Money back guarantee on all items, 
fast efficient shipping. Please state 

your interests and enclose 
your address and email (if available)

G.M. Haley
Hippins Farm, Blackshawhead, 

Hebden Bridge, 
West Yorkshire England, HX7 7 JG  

Telephone (for the US) 
011 44 422 842484.

Email: gedhaley@yahoo.co.uk
FOR SALE 

WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. MIB from large collection. 

Some 1st editions. 
Discount for multiple purchases. 

Call or email for list. 
Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or 
nkrod@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE  
All sets from IMPERIAL Productions, 

NZ end-of-the-product line. 
Counterpane Gallery. 

703-536-3064 or 
CountRpane@aol.com

FOR SALE 
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare  
and unusual items. For free lists 
email info@normanjoplin.com 

or see full page ad in this issue.

DIMESTORES FOR SALE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+ 
Barclay, Manoil, Grey Iron, and 
others. Also buying Dimestores. 

Send name and address for 
next catalog to:

Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane

Lebanon, PA 17042-9073
Phone: (717) 228-2361

E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

BELGIAN COMPOSITION 
FIGURES FOR SALE

All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido - NB 
- GJ, etc. All Series and Military - 
Western, Medieval - Circus, etc. 

Inquiries welcome. Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT 06798

Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716

Email vindotti@erols.com

FOR SALE 1990s BRITAINS SETS
From large collection. Mint condition with boxes. Includes hard to find sets such as 
airplanes, tank, AA truck, Naval armored car, elephant, Lawrence of Arabia, etc, etc. 

Call or email for list.  Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE
Hundreds of Imperial (MIB), 

plus old Alymer; Blenheim; Britains 
(old and new); Ducal; Marlborough; 

Tradition; Ron Wall; Elastolin and more!
Send $3.00 (refundable) 

for 42-page catalog:
Jack Paquette

2355 Parliament Square
Toledo, OH 43617

419-841-8131
Email: jpaquette1@frontier.com

FOR SALE
VINTAGE BRITAINS AND MORE 

	Set #2182	 Fort Henry Pioneer

	Set #186	 Bahamas Police Band 
		 14 pieces including white officer

	Set #2184	 Bahamas Police 8 pieces

	Set #1654	 Snow White & Seven Dwarfs

	Set #2172	 Algerian Spahis 5 pieces

	Set #587	V illage Idiot (Pink Shirt)

	Set #1759	 Gas Detector Set 5 pieces

	Set #2111	 Scottish Color Party 6 pieces

	Set #3455	 Boxed Eyes Right  (Plastic)
		 Bahamas Police 6 pieces		
	Set #?	 Bahamas Police Band (Plastic
		 Eyes Right) 20 pieces
		 English Civil War - Herald 
		 Plastic - 4 foot - 2 mounted		
		 Robin Hood Set - Herald 
		 Plastic -4 foot - 1 mounted		
		 Ballerinas - Herald Plastic - 
		 3 women		
		K nights 15 Century Swoppet
		 (Herald Plastic) 
		 12 foot - 4 mounted		
	Set #10	 Salvation Army Band 13 pieces
		 Italian Manufacture- American
		 Baseball Figures (Circa 50’s 
		 Composition) 7 in blue uniforms, 
		 4 in red, 1 umpire

For Details and Price 
Please Call Steve 561-736-7269

NEW ON WEBSITE: 
Dinky planes, French ships and 

Hornung trenches. 
Most forts gone. 

Ed Poole,
www.commandantminiatures.com

BEST SELLING BOOKS 
Regiments of All Nations, 

Britains Limited Lead Soldiers 1946-66 
(new 415 page revised hardcover edi-

tion with 500 color photos); and 
Armies of the World, Britains Limited 
Lead Soldiers 1925-41. See website: 
www.leadsoldierbooks.com for order 

forms and costs. 
Mail with payment to 

Joe Wallis
P.O. Box 3407

Arlington, VA 22203-3407
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Toy Soldier SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2012-2013

2012

November 13th - Tuesday. Bonhams Auctions, London. Contact leigh.gotch@bonhams.com +44(0) 208-963-2839

November 16, 17, 18 - Friday, Saturday, Sunday. Old Toy Soldier Auctions / Live Auctioneers. 
The Arthur Pugliese Toy Soldier Collection and other Important Properties. Contact Ray Haradin 
1-800-349-8009 raytoys@aol.com or Norman Joplin info@normanjoplin.com 262-692-3913. 

December 1 - Saturday. Toy Soldier Show London. Venue Change.  Contact Guideline Publications  
Email regisaucklamd@btinternet.com  44-908-274433.

December 7 - Friday. Morphy Auctions - The Jack Matthews Soldier Collection. Contact 717-335-3435

2013

January 27 - Sunday. 19th Annual Florida Toy Soldier and Action Figure Show. Scottish Rites Masonic Hall, 
Lake Worth, Florida. Contact Mike Skurda  Email mskurda@inbox.com  See ad in this Issue.

March 10 - Sunday. 24th Annual West Coaster. Irvine Marriott, CA. Contact 760-758-5481

March 17 - Saturday. Bourse Eurofigurines Show, Paris, France Contact Jean- Marc de Vion, 
11 Rue Alexandre Dumas, 92000 Nanterre France

March 25- Sunday. Indy Toy Soldier Show. Indianapolis Marriott East Contact Barry Carter 765 345 5665 See ad in 
this Issue.

April 27 - Saturday. British Model Soldier Society Annual Show Holiday Inn Bloomsbury. 
Contact +44 ( 0 ) 1895-832-757  Email bmss.annualshow@gmail.com

June Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA. Date to be announced. Contact Ray Haradin raytoys@aol.com  or 
Norman Joplin info@normanjoplin.com

August 13 - Saturday. Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier Show. London Holiday Inn Bloomsbury Contact info@
normanjoplin.com 262 692 3913.

September 22nd - Sunday. OTSN annual show Year 33. Hyatt Regency, Schaumberg. Contact Don Pielin 
dimestores@aol.com  See ad in this issue.

November Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA. Date to be announced. Contact raytoys@aol.com or 
Norman Joplin info@normanjoplin.com

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling, 
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional Toy soldiers & Model figures for collectors 

New releases in our 54mm Toy style Soldier sets.

Timpo Quentin Durward

Tradition of London Ltd

         
                                                                                                            

French Imperial Guard 
Grenadiers set 769

 Officer, Sergeant, Drummer 
& 5 Grenadiers.

 

French Imperial Guard
Grenadiers set 768

Officer, Standard-Bearer,
Drummers, Sapuers 

& Sergeants     

 Christmas set 2012
French Army, Retreat 

from Moscow


