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BUCK ROGERS CASTING SETS, MOLDS AND 
FIGURES OF THE 25TH CENTURY

By Will Beierwaltes and Ron Eccles

Anthony “Buck” Rogers debuted during the depression in August of 1928 in a story entitled
Armageddon-2419A.D. written by Philip Francis Nowlan for the magazine “Amazing Stories.” Anthony was
a former WWI pilot who was researching radioactivity in an abandoned mine when it collapsed, trapping
him in a radioactive gas cloud which preserved him in a state of suspended animation for 500 years.
After a geological shift awoke and freed him, he emerged into a world dominated by an oppressive “Han”
empire (later in the comic strip it changed to a Mongolian empire), and renegade and unsuppressed
Americans lived secretly in forests covering their shattered civilization, or in cities of “metalloglass” wait-
ing for the advent of the “second revolution.” Thus this 20th century hero embarked on a new struggle for
freedom as the head of the Rocket Rangers in the marvelous art deco future of the 25th century. A
sequel appeared in the March 1929 issue of Amazing Stories entitled “The Airlords of Han.” These first
two novelettes were illustrated by Frank R. Paul. The incredible popularity of the character and his adven-
tures led in 1929 to the well-known newspaper strips, wonderfully illustrated by Dick Calkins (where the
name was changed from Anthony to “Buck”), which ran continuously for 38 years until 1967. Calkins, a
former WWI pilot himself, established a creative bond with Nowlan, and this partnership really expand-

SET #2501: Buck Rogers Midget Caster Set
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BUCK ROGERS CASTING SETS, MOLDS AND FIGURES (Cont.)

ed the popularity of the character. The newspaper  “adventure series” was followed by a radio serial,
which debuted in the fall of 1932, and ultimately to a film serial featuring former Olympian Buster Crabbe.

Realizing the market potential brought about by the incredible popularity of this new fantastic patriotic
hero, Buck Rogers toys started to appear in 1933 and quickly expanded from Daisy “ray guns” (which
were an incredible sales phenomenon unto themselves) to everything on the toy shelves, reworked with a
Buck theme. All Buck-themed toys came under the license of a company founded by the newspaper syn-
dicator, the John F. Dille Co., which also published the newspaper series. However, regulation of the pro-
duction of licensed Buck toys were all funneled through Cass Hough and the Daisy Toy Company who
produced among other toys the famous ray guns that started the Buck Rogers toy craze. The frenzy over
Buck toys reached it’s zenith the Christmas of 1934. The interested reader is referred to two wonderful
books; “Blast Off” by S. Mark Young, Steve Duin and Mike Richardson (1) and “A Celebration of Comic
Art and Memorabilia” by Robert Lesser (2), which both give a wonderful sampling of the many fabulous
toys and premiums of that era. The popularity began to wane as competition from other space adven-
tures cut into the market, and Nowlan stopped writing the story line in 1939, only to die in 1940.

Along with the ray guns, helmets, skates, Tootsie Toy and Marx rocket ships, paper toys and even
Britains Ltd figures as premiums from Cream of Wheat (for three green triangles and 50 cents, see ref
#3) came a selection of cast-your-own molds and casting sets. These were first produced in December of
1934, by the well-known casting set manufacturer Rapaport Brothers of Chicago (701 W. Ohio St., Dept
C, Chicago, IL). They were introduced only in Chicago, just two weeks before Christmas, rushed to mar-
ket in time to take  limited advantage of the Buck craze of that season (despite having distributors in both
New York and San Francisco). They hired an experienced (Chicago-area) sculptor to create figures and
rocket ships from the comic strips. The metal molds for these figures were packaged in “Buck Rogers
25th Century Casting Sets” in different sizes, or sold separately to complement the sets. The Christmas 
issue only included the #2501 and #2502 molds (see below), but these were quickly supplemented by
more options soon after in 1935. These products encountered amazing popularity, combining the frenzy
over “all things Buck” with the Rapaport theme of providing every child during the depression the 
opportunity to get rich off your friends by producing toy soldiers to sell. Their advertising logo read “Make
money casting and selling toys,” and “Start your own toy business with this complete outfit. Make real
money.” Other sales pitch slogans read, “start your own toy factory” and a “broad field of keen enjoyment
and profitable activity.” Not surprisingly, Rapaport also marketed a set of “Senior Caster” sets to cast
bookends, ashtrays and other decorative items for adults.

Besides the 2 molds that came in the sets themselves, there were eventually 8 Buck-themed molds
cataloged as available to expand the 25th Century universe, as well as an established range of molds in
military and civilian themes already available from Rapaport. The problem of course was that even if
depression-era kids could somehow afford the casting set, none of their friends had any money to buy
the product. You could, however, make a bunch of swell toys all by yourself, and judging from eBay, that
tradition continues. The figures are typically demi-round adaptations from the comic strip art in a variety 
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BUCK ROGERS CASTING SETS, MOLDS AND FIGURES (Cont.)

of scales. As with all of these casting set-derived toys, while the figures have wonderful charm and char-
acter, they have little to no collectable value since they can be made by anyone with the molds. However,
it is the molds themselves, and the colorful boxed casting sets with their period art and accessories that
are the real collectibles.

THE CASTING SETS: The Rapaport catalog lists 5 different Buck Rogers casting sets available.
These differed first in whether they had a round bottomed ladle for use on a gas stove top, or a flat bot-
tomed brass ladle with its own small electric hotplate. There were different sized Buck Rogers casting
sets in the catalog in keeping with other Rapaport sets, and each one included a single Buck mold (see
below), plus examples of unpainted castings of the figures it would produce, but differed in the inclusion
of other accessories like extra paint, extra pigs of metal, etc. The cataloged sets are listed below:

Set 2501: Buck Rogers Midget Caster set, contained the E-2501 mold, sample castings of the three
figures it produced, 8 small “pigs” of lead, a round-bottomed ladle to be used on a gas stove, plus two
wooden handles for the molds, a spring clamp to hold the molds together, a candle to blacken the mold, 
two tins of paint and a small brush. The 7.25x18.75” box had a colorful 4-colored lithographed lid includ-
ing comic strip panels and a picture of father and son working together. It sold for a mere $1.50.

Set 2501E: Buck Rogers Electric Midget Caster set, presumably the same configuration as 2501
but with the electric ladle.

Set 2502: Buck Rogers Junior Caster set (later renamed “Buck Rogers 25th Century Caster Outfit)
contained the big E-2502 mold, or shows up in some catalogs with the E2501 mold. It also had sample
castings of the three figures, 12 small “pigs” of lead, the wooden handles, candle, clamp, and the round-
bottomed ladle to be used on a gas stove. There were also 4 tins of paint and two paintbrushes. The
18.75x10.25” box had the same colorful box art as the smaller sets.

Set 2503: DeLUXE Buck Rogers Electric Junior Caster set (later renamed “Buck Rogers 25th
Century Electric Caster), contained the big E-2502 mold, sample castings of the three figures, 12 small 
“pigs” of lead, the wooden handles, clamp and candle. The ladle was a flat-bottomed version that fit snug-
gly into a small hot plate with a cloth-insulated AC power cord. There were also 4 tins of paint and two
paintbrushes. The 18.75x10.25” box had the same colorful box art as the gas sets. It sold for a staggering
$3.00, which was later raised to $3.50.

Set 2509: Buck Rogers New 25th Century Soldier Electric Caster set, listed in the later catalogs
but the specific contents are not known.

As accessories, Rapaport also produced a set of special pliers with a screw driver head on one of the
handles to pry open the mold and remove the hot castings (for 25 cents), with the words “Buck Rogers”
embossed on one side and “Junior Caster” on the other. Additionally a box of 72 additional pigs of “pre-
pared antimonial metal” (lead alloy with tin and antimony, catalog # 60), which sold for 60 cents.
Publications were also available, including “Junior Caster” a 4 by 8 inch 23 page instruction book, which 

Rappaport catalog page of the
8 Buck Rogers molds including

undiscovered E2507.
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BUCK ROGERS CASTING SETS, MOLDS AND FIGURES (Cont.)

The figures from the Junior Caster Buck Rogers Molds.

E-2501: L to R Depth Man, Buck Rogers (Reminiscent of the
Buddy Deering character as shown in Fair Play Game artwork)

and Dr. Huer.

E-2502: Buck, Wilma Deering, Killer Kane

E-2503: Buck’s Rocket Ship. E-2504: Tiger Man, Tiger Ship, and Asteride.

E-2505: One-Eyed man, Interplantary Ship - 
Venus Duro-Destroyer and MEKKANO.

E-2506: Tieko Man, Disintegrator 
field weapon and Black Barney.

E-2509: Amphibian squadron of Planet Neptune
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outlined casting instruc-
tions, marketing tips as
well as a partial catalog
and order blank aimed at
accessories. More unusu-
al was the free illustrated
book “Buck Rogers 25th
Century Caster” which
was presumably similar
but adapted to promote
sales around the Buck
theme.

THE MOLDS AND
FIGURES: There were 8
molds sold separately in
the catalog including the
two molds that also
appeared in the casting
sets. These complement-
ed the over 40 additional
cheaper individual military
and civilian molds already
in the Rapaport catalog,
all of which sold for 95
cents each. The Rapaport
Bros. molds are die-cast
using a Zinc alloy that has
a higher melting point
(419o) than either lead
(327o), tin (232o) or their
alloys, but is close
enough that excessive
heat or overuse often lead
to warping or cracking of
the mold. The molds had
the words “Buck Rogers”
embossed on the outside
surface, and were often
colored (not plated) using
a bronze or brass coating
or paint. Separate screw-
on wooden handles fas-
tened on to bolts cast into
the mold sides, and the
wooden handles sold with
the Buck sets sometimes
had fancier turned ridges
at the ends and were
often colored in hues
(purple?) other than the
standard Rapaport black
or red.

Buck Rogers Molds and Casting Equipment
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The Buck Rogers series of molds represented an assortment of primary characters, but omitted such
notable principals as “Buddy Deering,” his beautiful companion “Alura,” and the beautiful but sinister
“Ardala” who are replaced in the secondary molds with lesser characters (see below). It is quite possible
the target audience (8-11 year-old boys?) did not warrant producing “a bunch of girls in uniform,” and
besides the smaller E-2501 casting of Buck is a dead ringer for Buddy. The first 6 molds came out in the
winter of 1935, with the larger and more expensive molds coming later. Below is the full published catalog
of single molds. Note the omitted E-2508 and the mystery surrounding molds E-2507 and E-2509.

E-2501: includes 3 x 2.5” figures of Buck Rogers, intrepid young Rocket Ranger, hero of the 25th
century, equipped with a flying belt, helmet and disintegrator pistol, Dr. Huer, Bucks staunch ally and
master inventor, and Depth Man, a fierce Denizen of the deep liquid chasms of the Planet Neptune 
carrying a “force ray projector.” This mold came in the Midget caster set or sold separately for $1, and is
the most commonly found. This is probably due to it being the first issue, and being sold in (the less
expensive) casting sets.

E-2502: includes larger 3” figures of Buck, Wilma Deering, a beautiful heroin and Bucks faithful lieu-
tenant and companion in flying belt and helmet, and Killer Kane, arch villain of the 25th century and
Bucks deadly enemy, dressed in flying belt and carrying a disintegrator. This mold with the three primary
characters from the story line in a larger scale must have been the “gotta have” mold of the time. This
mold came in the bigger casting sets or sold separately for $1, and is less common than #2501.

E-2503: casts Bucks own Rocket ship, leader and flagship of the earth fleet. It was built with an
impervium hull, and it could travel 11,000 miles per second and was armed with disintegrator rays, rocket
rifles, and Flash blaster. This single cavity mold produces a large beautiful casting some 6” long, and is
the only single cavity mold in the series. This mold sold separately for $1, and is the hardest to find of the
primary 6 one dollar molds.

E-2504: Casts two 2.5” figures and a smaller ship. The figures include Tiger Man, an interplanetary
marauding catman from Mars armed with a Force Ray, and Asteride, a mighty midget of Planetoid Aster
who is “unbelievably strong.” He is armed with a
rocket pistol. The third casting is the Martian inter-
planetary attack “Tiger Ship” capable of carrying
2,000 men and traveling at 9,000 miles per sec-
ond. This mold sold separately for $1, and since it
did not come stock in any of the boxed sets, is a
harder piece to find than those that did.

E-2505: Another mold with two figures and a
ship, including the “One-Eyed man” who sees
farther with one eye than most do with two. Also
“MEKKANO” the deadly “automaton” (robot) con-
trolled through radio and television by Killer Kane.
The third casting is an “Interplanetary Venus
Duro-Destroyer Ship” with full armament capable
of traveling 10.000 miles per second. This mold
sold separately for $1, and similar to #2504, is a
rarer mold than those from the boxed sets.

E-2506: This mold casts Tieko Man, a large-
headed man who lives on a strange planet and
flies about in a giant mechanical insect, and
Black Barney, an ally of Buck and pilot aboard
Buck’s flag ship, who was once his enemy. The
third casting is a large-size Disintegrator field
weapon, which “melts away substances to noth-
ing at all.” This mold sold for separately for $1, and
is even harder to find than the other molds except
for #2503.
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BUCK ROGERS CASTING SETS, MOLDS AND FIGURES (Cont.)

E-2507: This mold casts the Martian Stratosphere patrol; sky fighters of the 25th century with flying
belts, disintegrators, and the third casting has a patrolman hunched astride on a small rocket-sled. This
was one of two extra large molds released after the first 6 and cost a whopping $1.50. However, to date
no one has ever seen this particular mold nor the figures it cast. The simple explanation is that it came
out after the height of the craze was too expensive for most kids, and so few (if any) were sold so it has
never really turned up. It has been speculated that (despite its catalog number and it’s appearance on 
the factory order blanks) it was the last mold produced and because of its price, deemed unmarketable.
Alternatively, there may have been some production problems with it. In any case, the mystery around the
mold certainly makes it (if it exists) the rarest of all Buck Rogers collectables. If anyone has this mold,
castings, or can document its existence, please let the authors know (contact OTS)!

There is no documented mold in the catalog for number E-2508.
E-2509: Amphibian squadron of the planet Neptune. Like #2507, this mold was produced later than 

the first 6, and is larger. It contained an “extra large sized undersea and land infantry” fully equipped with
Metalloglass helmets, oxygen tanks, disintegrator tanks, force and paralysis guns. The two standing fig-
ures are 3” tall and the third casting is a trooper riding a small fish-shaped rocket submarine. This second
oversized mold also cost $1.50, and it has never been known to turn up in the hands of a collector, so is
exceedingly rare. However, unlike #E-2507, single castings of all three figures were found over several
years in separate flea markets in the Chicago area. These rare examples have been reproduced by
Eccles Brothers by pulling silicone molds from the existing castings.

The marketing “craze” of Buck Rogers in the early 1930’s was a really unique cultural phenomenon,
probably fueled by the increasing patriotic zeal of the era as tensions rose in Europe, and the pure
escapism of a marvelously illustrated story of an ordinary American in extra-ordinary times. It is some
what surprising that in the golden age of toy soldiers only these castings and the 6 Britains Ltd. figures 
were commercially produced, but this is probably a testament to the tight marketing of the Buck Rogers
name by Dille, and perhaps the relatively short duration of the primary craze. In any event, the story of
these 8 molds is a colorful footnote to the long history of home casting, but with a uniquely American 
perspective.

Comparison of casting poses and artwork from 
Buck Rogers Fair Play game artwork.
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BUCK ROGERS CASTING SETS, MOLDS AND FIGURES (Cont.)

References: 
1) S. Mark Young, Steve Duin and Mike Richardson “Blast Off” Dark Horse Books, 

Milwaukie, OR, 2001 (see Chapter 2, Buck Rogers, champion of the 20th and 25th Centuries).

2) Robert Lesser “A Celebration of Comic Art and Memorabilia” Hawthorne Books, 
New York, NY, 1975. (see Chapter 5, Buck Rogers in the 25th Century – the fabulous fantasy).

3) Steve Sommers. “Britains Buck Rogers Figures” Old Toy Soldier Newsletter, Vol 4, #3, pp 8-9, 
1981. (background history on the other Buck Rogers figures).

4) Don Pielin, Norman Joplin and Johnson. “American Dimestore Toy Soldiers and Figures”.
Schiffer Publishing Ltd, Acglen, PA 2000. (see Chapter 42, Space and Science Fiction).

5) “The collected works of  Buck Rogers in the 25th Century.” Edited by Robert C. Dille, 
(introduction by Ray Bradbury) Bonanza Books, New York, NY, 1969. (Reprints of the complete 
set of published cartoons from 1929-1967, including 63 color pages)

6) Web site: www.Buck-Rogers.com. Includes short monographs on each different phase of the 
Buck Rogers phenomenon, including cartoons, radio show, TV and movies. Includes links to 
eBay and other collector sites.

Original Buck Rogers Casting Sets are very difficult to obtain, however Ron Eccles of Eccles Brothers
Ltd. can supply certain castings unpainted of the Buck Rogers Homecast Series as above. Contact

Eccles Brothers Ltd. 319-752-3840, 5875 Madison Avenue, Burlington, Iowa 52601
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WEST COASTER TOY SOLDIER SHOW 
CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP

Craig " Bubba" McClain and Woody Lambrith have assumed ownership of the
West Coaster Toy Soldier Show. This annual California event was formally organized
by Scott Morlan and Bob Fisher.

"Bubba" is owner of Vista California's Toy Soldier Shop Old Toy Soldier Home.
Woody has for a number of years assisted Scott and Bob with the running of the
show and opens the show each year to the skirl of his bagpipes.

HOBBY NEWS

PLASTIC WARRIOR 
20TH ANNIVERSARY

Congratulations to Paul Morehead
and Plastic Warrior on their 20th Toy
Soldier Show which was held in the
UK on May 7th, 2005. Paul and his
colleagues reached their milestone by
specializing in a show devoted to
Plastic figures, the show being
Europe's oldest and longest running
Toy Soldier Show.

NORMAN JOPLIN'S 
OLD TOY SOLDIER AND

FIGURE SHOW
Inaugural event, Royal National Hotel, London,

September 10th, 2005.
An annual show devoted to old Toy Soldiers

and Figures, Lead, Plastic and Composition.
It is believed to be the first show of its kind in

the UK with a vintage/dateline theme.
See this issue of OTS magazine for further

details.

BRITISH MODEL
SOLDIER
SOCIETY

The BMSS will run their
Platinum Show at the Royal
National Hotel in London during
July 2005. See advertisement in
this issue of O.T.S.

VECTIS
Vectis Auctions have

announced that they will
no longer be organizing
the British Toy Soldier
Show in London - see arti-
cle by Christian Keller in
this issue of O.T.S.

KING 
AND COUNTRY

King and Country will
run The Toy Soldier
Experience and The Toy
Soldier London at The
Royal National Hotel in
London each March, June
and December. See this
issue of O.T.S. for details.
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OLD TOY SOLDIER 25TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW
Don Pielin informs OTS that the annual Chicago Old Toy Soldier Show on September 25,

2005 will include a number of special events and features in celebration of the shows 25th
anniversary. Precise details were not available at the time of going to press; however, it is
hoped to publish a list of these events in the hobby news section of OTS Volume 29 #2 
available in August 2005.

To quote Don "Same place as always" The Hyatt Regency Woodfield,1800 E. Golf Road
in Schaumburg, Illinois. Details www.toysoldiershow.com

HOBBY NEWS

LEFT RIGHT LEFT COLLECTIBLES OPENS 
IN STEWERT MANOR ON LONG ISLAND

After 25 years of collecting and dealing in antique toy soldiers, John Rollins opened a store specializ-
ing in Britain’s, Garden, Farm, Zoo, Civilians, military toy soldiers and sports memorabilia. Joining him
as partners are his children Donna Celebi, a veteran of toy soldier trade shows and John Rollins previ-
ously of ESPN. The store is now an authorized dealer of King and Country Collectibles.

Its large assortment from a variety of manufacturers include Mignots, SAE, Heyde’s, Edmund’s,
Blenheims, Charbens and Dimestores soldiers. Extensive travels to London and across England have
yielded a treasure collection available in the heart of Nassau County in New York. Left Right Left has
already become a friendly spot for dealers and new collectors to chat, learn and share expertise. Sports
Memorabilia collectors have also found it to be great place to find vintage baseball cards, figurines and
autographed baseballs from the game’s legends and newer stars.

Left Right Left continues to be active in trade shows and its long time mail order service. With a focus
on customer service, fulfilling Wish Lists and personal attention to collectors is a hallmark of this family
owned and operated business. Contact us at 516-869-4137 or by e-mail at ja41r@aol.com. Better still,
come to our store located at 74 Covert Avenue, Stewart Manor, New York 11530.
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WHAT BRITAINS SHOULD HAVE MADE
PART 2

By Norman Joplin

The work of William (Bill) O’Brien.

William (Bill) O’Brien has created many
Toy Soldiers that perhaps Britains should or
could have made, driven by a great enthu-
siasm for toy soldiers rather that financial
remuneration, Bill is first and foremost a
hobbyist, whilst his creations as commer-
cial commodities takes second place.

In an article entitled “Toy Soldier
Manufacturers Inspirations, The idea for a
Toy Soldier” published in OTS Volume 27
#2 Summer 2003, Bill illustrated examples
of figures that obviously inspired manufac-
turers via postcards, prints, drawings or
actual military uniforms.

Bill is also active in researching and
producing figures that Britains should or
could have made and displays his creations
each year at the M.F.C.A. (Miniature Figure
Collectors of America) annual show in
Pennsylvania.

His entries are included in the section
devoted to Old Toy Soldiers and Bill also
attends the show with a booth, selling
some of his own figures and other old toy
soldiers.

The Royal Piedmont Cavalry Regiment of the Italian Army,1900

The 1st Life Hussar Regiment number 1 of the Imperial German Army, 1910. The
Kaiser was Colonel-in- Chief of this Regiment

Officer of the 1st Life Hussar regiment of the Imperial
German Army

Standard bearer of the 1st Life Hussar Regiment of
the Imperial German Army
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WHAT BRITAINS SHOULD HAVE MADE 
PART 2 (Cont.)

The following is Bill’s introduction to his 2002 exhibit 
at the M.F.C.A. Show.

“What If”
“Collectors who specialize in the production of

William Britains Ltd have come to appreciate the
resourcefulness of Britains when it came to utilizing a
different paint pattern or the replacement of one head
for another in order to create an entirely new set or fig-
ure.

Prime examples of this ingenuity are The Polish
Infantry figures at the slope of set # 1856 which appeared
as Netherlands Infantry (set #s 1850 and 1851).

With the addition of a head with Civil War Kepi and a
different paint pattern, the mounted castings for Britains
set # 139 French Chasseurs A Cheval and set # 179
Austro-Hungarian Dragoons were used to produce Union
and Confederate sets 2056 and 2055 respectfully.”

Over the past 25 years Bill O’Brien has created more
than 50 sets that Britains should or could have produced
but didn’t. All of his figures are made from original Britains
hollow castings, many of which have been rescued from
junk boxes or melting pots or from fellow collectors who
have discarded their damaged figures, Bill is keen to
acquire these items and brings them back to life in the form
of figures not previously manufactured by Britains.

The photographs contained in this article
are examples of Bill’s creativity, and while they
convey the artistry, painstaking attention to
detail and research that Bill incorporates into
his figures, they in no way illustrate the time,
enthusiasm and commitment that Bill puts into
his creations.

Part 1 of What Britains Should Have Made 
by Bill Miele was published in 

OTS Volume 28 #4

Photos by Peter Clark

Trumpeter of the 1st Life Hussars of the Imperial German Army

27th Infantry Regiment of the Imperial German Army,1910,Summer Dress
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ANTIQUE & 
COLLECTABLE TOYS

BRITAINS & DIMESTORE

THE TOY BOX
“IN SWEET CAROLINE’S WILLIAMS HOUSE”

TONY & GAIL TEPER
440-235-4695

440-934-4605/440-934-1800
EMAIL ateper@worldnet.att.net

37300 DETROIT RD.
AVON, OHIO 44011

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com
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Step to the

Rhythm.. .
of a custom-made beat!
with the World’s Largest Distributor of Marching Bands

Compose your own rank and file from 25-150 figures with a selection of 18 
instruments, at positions, marching, seated or attention.  Choose from a note 
worthy selection of brass, pipes, fifes, trumpets or seated orchestra configurations 
in military, non-military, college or historical genre. You are the music director! 

Browse Bill’s web site and buy now with the convenience of PPaayyPPaall or shop at
BBiillll’’ss  EEbbaayy  SSttoorree http://www.stores.ebay.com/toybandsbybillthebandman.

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ccyygg..nneett//~~bbaannddmmaann//

Flugal Payer

WWiilllliiaamm  KKiillbboorrnn  
(Bill the Bandman)

551199..228844..33005522
P.O. Box 614 

St. Marys, Ontario 
N4X 1B4, Canada

wkilborn@hotmail.com

BILL THE BANDMAN
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SHOW REPORT

The 11th Annual Florida Toy Soldier Show and 
Figure Painting Competition • Sunday, January 30th 2005

By Ray Haradin

The show that offers everyone the opportunity to flee the cold of the north and spend a weekend in the
southern sun has made steady improvements since it was started over 11 years ago. After moving from
West Palm Beach to Plantation, which is directly west of Ft. Lauderdale, there were concerns over the
shows longevity. However, the
show which is sponsored by the
South Florida Toy Soldier Club
continues to improve year after
year. Eddie Tomasini chaired the
event and significant changes
continue to attract the soldier
faithful. This year was the first in
which a Figure Painting
Competition was included within
the show. It added to the show
giving it a “Valley Forge” show
atmosphere. There were 8 cate-
gories in which mainly locals
competed for prizes. 

Frank Burn with Dr. Gary Nash (L to R)
previewing the figures entered in the
competition.

The Grand Champion of the
competition Simon Bogan with
his two winning entries.

Local Dimestore collector
Dick Warner exhibits at his
first show ever.

Rich and Gale Dutkins of
Dutkins Collectables

Fernando and Leonor Caicedo contemplate
the purchase of a Britains Motorcycle 

with Side car.

Dennis Diorio offering
a Japanese Machine
Gunner for $125

Hal Seitz with a wonderful
Britains Arab display 

John Rollins made the trip from the north for a
table full of Britains

Charles Sorce examines
Medallion Miniatures all 
brass biplanes.
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MICHIGAN WINTER TOY SOLDIER SHOW
The 9th annual winter Michigan Toy Soldier show was held on January 30th in Livonia, Michigan. Attendance was

strong this year, helped along by coverage in the Detroit newspapers and on local television. Dealers from across the
country filled 85 tables in two large rooms with vintage Britains, composition, tinplate military vehicles, dimestores, and
plastic, and a wide selection of new offerings from figures to equipment, along with extensive selections of military
books and magazines.

Joe Saine had almost a dozen stunning Courtenay foot and mounted figures. Bob Hornung had his usual beautiful
display of custom cast and painted heraldic knights and diorama accessories. The tables of the Hobby Bunker ran
almost an entire wall, featuring new forts, figures, and equipment. Networking went on as well, proving once again how
these shows are really the conventions of our hobby. Walter Keener, Jr., curator of the Joliet Area Historical Museum,
was looking for new sources for toy soldier ephemera (post cards, catalogs, illustrations) for the toy-soldier and WW2
oriented displays he puts on. Bob Stevens was recruiting new members for the Michigan Toy & Model Soldier Society.

I noticed many more families and dads with kids than I’d seen in the past. Rick Berry had promoted several family-
friendly offerings – there were 3 tables in the Michigan Historical Miniatures Club exhibit room that had been set up for
toy soldier painting for the kids (parents brought over 200 kids). The Michigan Toy Soldier Company provided the figures
and the paint, and Club members provided the expertise, working with the kids as they painted. I hit the room several
times to check out the Society exhibits plus the 3 rows of dealers, and the tables were always jammed with happy chil-
dren and parents. It was a wise move – the collector in the family could bring along the kids and involve them in the
hobby, and the kids were even ‘buying’ (at my table one boy got Dad to buy him a vintage Matchbox Battlekings Tiger
Tank, another little girl had mom buy an Elastolin farm piece for her). Rick also lined up members from several reenact-
ment groups to work the show. WW2 GI’s in full camo, Renaissance people,  and Civil War soldiers strolled through the
aisles, checking out their counterparts displayed on the tables.

The weather was clear, the crowds were big, and the rooms were filled with toy soldiers – for Michigan in January
that’s as good as it gets.

SHOW REPORT



The father of west coast soldier collecting
Bill Conley and his wife.

Seattle collector/dealers
Vern Johnson and Bob
Bailey (L to R)

Nick and Deanna Versteeg’s Toy Soldiers of
San Diego display their Medieval Castle.

Pam Brunton of Brunton’s
Barracks making a sale as
the show opens.

Clark Vollbrech with his
Britains display
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY
THE WEST COASTER • IRVINE, CALIFORNIA MARCH 6, 2005

By Ray Haradin and Brian Cornwall
In true American fashion, after a brief skirmish, we have a peaceful transition of power. The last of the

founding members of the show (L to R) Bob Fisher and Scott Morlan pass the banner on to Woody
Lambrith and Craig McClain of the Old Toy Soldier Home in Vista California, the new owners of the show.

The father of west coast soldier collecting
Bill Conley and his wife.

Seattle collector/dealers
Vern Johnson and Bob
Bailey (L to R)

Nick and Deanna Versteeg’s Toy Soldiers of
San Diego display their Medieval Castle.

Pam Brunton of Brunton’s
Barracks making a sale as
the show opens.

Clark Vollbrech with his
Britains display
Clark Vollbrech with his
Britains display



Don and Phyllis Taylor display
a fine selection of WWII 

aircraft models.

The Publisher of Old Toy Soldier
with his wife Nancy

Part of the Old
Toy Soldier

Home’s King and
Country Display

Tom Vida with his wife

Bob and Judiann O’Connell’s circus
line from North Coast Miniatures

SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY
The Publisher of Old Toy Soldier
with his wife Nancy

Don and Phyllis Taylor display
a fine selection of WWII 

aircraft models.

Heyde specialist Bob Phillips with
his wife Helen.
Heyde specialist Bob Phillips with
his wife Helen.

Tom Vida with his wife

Mike O’Donnell (R) with a satisfied customerMike O’Donnell (R) with a satisfied customer Bob and Judiann O’Connell’s circus
line from North Coast Miniatures

The entire West Coaster family: Top L to R: Kel Scott, Sue Cigrlanti, Jim Spellmore, Ed Ruby,
Craig McClain, Bob Fisher, Scott Morlan, Clark Vollbrecht, Barbara Fisher, Darrel Knox
Bottom: L to R Debbie McClain, Louie Furrer, Lisa Morlan & Woody Lambrith

The entire West Coaster family: Top L to R: Kel Scott, Sue Cigrlanti, Jim Spellmore, Ed Ruby,
Craig McClain, Bob Fisher, Scott Morlan, Clark Vollbrecht, Barbara Fisher, Darrel Knox
Bottom: L to R Debbie McClain, Louie Furrer, Lisa Morlan & Woody Lambrith

An overview of the showAn overview of the show

Part of the Old
Toy Soldier

Home’s King and
Country Display
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TOY SOLDIER EXPERIENCE 
LONDON SATURDAY MARCH 19, 2005

Stepping into the breach at the eleventh hour following the cancellation of the London Toy Soldier
Show by Ian Carrick, King and Country (UK) owner Mike Neville acquired the Royal National Hotel to run
the “Toy Soldier Experience”.

Advertised as a one off event several incentives were on offer including reduced table rent for traders
and free entry to the public. A donation to the Royal British Legion was requested in lieu of admission.

Mike felt that the short notice of the cancellation of the London Toy Soldier show given to the public by
the former organizer needed addressing in the furtherance of the hobby and put together the event at
very short notice.

A reduced number of tables were occupied in the venue, due in part to the revised floor plan instigat-
ed by Mike in order to accommodate the King and Country’s eight table display area in the main hall.
Other regular attendees were also reallocated to make way for the visit of King and Country owner Andy
Neilson and the launch of his Fall of Berlin line, displayed on the north wall of the hall.

Andy had arranged this visit to promote his new line prior to the cancellation of the London Toy
Soldier Show. As part of the “Experience”, a reenactment group dressed in uniforms indicative of the Fall
of Berlin were on hand.

Radio controlled tanks were also in evidence, certainly an “experience” for those more used to the tra-
ditional style of the toy soldier show in London.

The Ellis suite was also much roomier given the reallocation of the King and Country tables. An area
also was set aside as a changing room for the reenactment group.

Attendance was very good, with the free entry to the public obviously a bonus for collectors, and while
the variety of merchandize available was undoubtedly diluted, the emphasis being geared more towards
manufacturers of current products and ‘New Toy Soldiers’, regular traders with multiple tables and other
vendors who had “upsized” with more tables than usual probably had a successful days trading.

Despite the earlier announcement of a “One off event” The Toy Soldier Experience is scheduled again
for next March; (See this issue for further details).

SHOW REPORT

The King and Country (UK) Staff  
L to R Rob Baker, Mike, Sue, Bob and Dan Neville with King and Country owner Andy Neilson"
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NORMAN JOPLIN’S OLD TOY SOLDIER 
& FIGURE SHOW (UK)

LONDON SEPTEMBER 2005
By Robert Wilson

Following all the recent uncertainty surrounding the various
toy soldier shows in London, many in the collecting world will be
pleased to hear that Norman Joplin has announced that he will
once again be organizing a toy soldier and figure show in
London. The event will take place at the Royal National Hotel’s
King Edward and Alexandra Suites on Saturday, September
10th 2005.

This venue will be familiar to regular toy soldier and figure
collectors, as it was first used by Norman when instigating the
first major international toy soldier show of it’s kind in the UK
during 1991. The British Toy Soldier and Figures show, as it was
then known, was subsequently managed by Vectis auctions
upon Norman’s move to the USA.

The new venture, entitled Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier
and Figure Show (UK) is yet another first, as it will be a vintage
dateline event devoted to the old toy soldier and figures of lead,
plastic and composition. Products produced 1980 and after will
be excluded.

Norman reports that the demand for tables has already exceeded availability, with the majority of UK
dealers in old toy soldiers and figures already confirmed. Several US dealers and a number of European
traders are also included in the list of participants and a waiting list for tables is now in operation.

Ray Haradin, owner of Old Toy Soldier Magazine in the USA, stated  “I think this is great for the hobby
and will certainly give collectors and traders in the older style figures the opportunity to enjoy a show
devoted to their specific area of collecting.” He went on to add “Norman, as editor, has done a great job
in building the Old Toy Soldier Magazine into a recognized reference magazine for toy soldier collectors.
His enthusiasm for the hobby is well known and this central London show will undoubtedly be just what is
needed to stimulate the interest in old toy soldiers and figures in the UK. Old Toy Soldier Magazine is
honored to support the event.”

Recent confusion surrounding the promotion of toy soldier shows in the UK, together with a large
number of requests from traders and collectors alike, has prompted Norman to put this show together.
Said Norman “My objective is to provide a friendly, camaraderie style toy soldier show and I look forward
to meeting again all of those who have supported my efforts in the past.”

The show is to be an annual event; the 2006 date is already set for September 2nd.
For those like myself, who continue to be fascinated by old toy soldiers, this new event is something to

really look forward to and this new development will hopefully begin to dispel all the recent uncertainties.

For further information contact:
Norman Joplin
535 Fir Street

Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021
Email: info@normanjoplin.com

Telephone: 262-692-3857

SHOW PREVIEW
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3
Great 

Toy Soldier
Shows 
to visit 

before the
Fall Season

For Information - 
Call Ed

at 201-342-6475
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THE LAST BRITISH TOY SOLDIER AND FIGURE SHOW?
—AN AMERICAN VIEW

By Christian B. Keller

We all knew it was becoming difficult for Vectis to hold the British Toy Soldier Show, especially consid-
ering the new venue at the Alexandra Palace, but few collectors and dealers present at the March 12
show were prepared to hear the sad news:

“Today will be the last London based show staged by Vectis, [and] we thank you for your continued
support over the last 6 years and wish you well for the future.”

So read the bold-face portion of a flyer passed out at the March show by Vectis staff. The flyer, which
explained the trials and tribulations experienced by Vectis since last year, was received with shock, disap-
pointment, and disbelief by most of those present. Could it be that the vaunted and beloved “London
Show,” as it had become known by so many, was actually finished?

As an American collector/dealer who travels frequently to England for the London show, it was quite
disconcerting to read about the reasons behind Vectis’s withdrawal from show management. Cited in the
flyer were competition with a rival show, immediately promoted at the old Royal National Hotel after Vectis
pulled out, stiff “room and capacity changes instigated by [Royal National] hotel management during
2004,” and the “far from ideal” location of the new Alexandra Palace venue. Additionally, it was hard to
find another location that was affordable in the London area, and personal discussions with Vectis staff
revealed that the promotion of the show at Alexandra Palace was itself not a financially viable alternative.
Essentially, Vectis was holding the show as a service to the hobby and NOT as a money-making opportu-
nity.

My immediate reaction to all of this was mixed. I was obviously sad to see the show closed down, as
hundreds of others doubtless were, especially considering how successful this last show had been for
many of us. But I was also frustrated—indignant, even, that Vectis had been backed into the corner that
it found itself in. It was clear to me, after numerous conversations with other dealers and collectors pres-
ent at the show, that this unfortunate event did not have to happen. It was not the result of bungling on
the part of Vectis, but rather a combination of strict, new polices at the Royal National (which forced the
change of venue to Alexandra Palace) and the questionable conduct of others who took advantage of
Vectis’s predicament. On that matter, I will say no more, but as an American who has made many new
British and European friends as a result of the London Show, it was difficult indeed to reconcile myself to
the prospect that the British Toy Soldier and Figure Show was no more. I felt as if an important part of
my pleasure as a toy soldier enthusiast had been ripped away. Like many others on both sides of the
“pond,” I looked forward to attending at least one of the London shows each year, and the happy thought
of meeting up with old friends and finding those rare old Britains kept me going during dark days.

Debbie Cockerill, Vicky Weal, and the staff at Vectis are to be commended for their for six-year man-
agement of the London show, as well as for their inexhaustible friendliness and willingness to accommo-
date last minute requests (especially requests for tables from certain Americans!). I think any American
who ventured to any of the British Toy Soldier Shows would agree that combining toy soldiers with sight-
seeing in the very capitol of toy soldierdom was a fantastic experience. Thanks, Vectis, for giving us so
many delightful memories. We won’t forget who allowed them to happen….

But it appears that, in the end, the “London Show” is not down for the count. As I finished this essay, I
received word that Norman Joplin, the man who initiated the shows at the Royal National Hotel years ago
(before Vectis), has stepped up to the plate and plans to manage a new show, exclusively for collectors
and dealers of old toy soldiers and figures. The show will be held in the Queen Alexandra and King
Edward Suites in the newly refurbished section of the Royal National Hotel (see editorial and advertise-
ment in this issue). I believe I speak for many others who look forward to hearing more about this intrigu-
ing event. Just as “there will always be an England,” there must always be a London Show.
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MEDALLION MINIATURES 
See us at these shows:

MFCA Show: 

May 6-7, 2005 

King of Prussia, Pa. 

WORLD MODEL EXPO: 

July 1-3, 2005 

Boston, Mass.

OTSN Toy Show:

Sept. 25, 2005 

Shaumberg, Ill. 

Room trading Thurs-

Sat. before show 

www.medallionminiatures.com

Tel/Fax 305-385-3909 
Hernan Cortez

LMT. ED. of 100 • $325.00
Francis I

LMT. ED. of 100 • $335.00 
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The Great Book Of Britains, 
Limited Edition by James Opie

Offering a very limited
number of this out of
print book. Over 600
full color pages make
this the ultimate ref-
erence book. Includes
limited edition set of
Scots Greys Color
Party. Price $425 

RAY HARADIN  TOYS OF YESTERYEAR
1039 Lakemont Dr. • Pittsburgh, PA 15243

1-800-349-8009  or 412-343-8733 • fax 412-344-5273
Shipping and handling $25, 

overseas shipping $50. ®

®
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SATURDAY,
AUGUST 27, 2005 

YORK FAIRGROUNDS EXPO CENTER 
* WEST MARKET STREET * 

York, Pennsylvania 

Set Up Day - Friday August 26, 2005 10AM - 5PM

Early Buyer - Friday February 11, 2005 10AM $50.00 * General Admission $7.00 

OVER 400 QUALITY DEALERS 

DAN MORPHY 
Phone: 717-335-3435  Email: danmorphy@dejazzd.com

***NOW ACCEPTING QUALITY DEALERS***
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FREE OLD TOY SOLDIER MAGAZINE
to the first 100 customers!

www.normanjoplinsoldtoysoldiershowuk.com

FFFF RRRR EEEE EEEE     

PPPP RRRR IIII ZZZZ EEEE
DDDD RRRR AAAAWWWW
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WM. HOCKER'S THE AMERICAN CENTURY! 
By E. W. Fitzgerald 

Bill Hocker, the California architect turned producer of fine metal toy soldiers ("in the style of Wm.
Britain"), has created a visual history of the United States 1900-1999. This magnificent set features a
wide range of persons and personalities in 1/32 scale depicting the social, cultural, political, and military
events of "The American Century!" Immigrants, soldiers, politicians, entertainers, scientists, an industrial-
ist and others join the first man to walk on the moon in this survey course of modern U.S. history.

Even the 18" x 7-1/4" box label is loaded with quotations from or comments about the 23 gloss paint-
ed figures in the set. The box label caption associated with each figure is accompanied by a thumbnail
sketch of that figure and its historical significance. (You can follow along to identify the figures starting in
the upper left to right top row to bottom.) 

"Huddled Masses" An immigrant mother holding the hand of her young son at Ellis Island, New York
Harbor in view of the Statue of Liberty. Emma Lazarus wrote in The New Colossus (1883) ". . . Give me
your tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to breathe free . . . " By 1920, 34 million immigrants
had brought their talents and energy to the United States.

"Tin Lizzie" Henry Ford (1863-1947) holding a wrench. Developed the assembly line to mass produce
automobiles including the fabled Model- T ("Tin Lizzie") first produced in 1908; 15 million made by 1927.

"Over There" A U. S. soldier of the Great War 1914-1918. The U. S. entered the war in 1917 and helped
end it the following year. "Over There!" was a popular patriotic song with words and music written by
George M. Cohan in 1917.

"Right to Vote" A suffragette advocating the right to vote for women which was finally mandated by the
19th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution in 1920. Prior to that time only men could vote.

"Speak Softly" The ebullient 26th President of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt (1858-1919). War
hero ("Rough Riders"), trust buster, advocate of public land use (national parks), the driving force behind
construction of the Panama Canal. In foreign policy he liked to quote a West African proverb, "Speak soft-
ly and carry a big stick, you will go far." 
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WM. HOCKER'S THE AMERICAN CENTURY! (Cont.)

"Roaring '20s" Louis "Satchmo" Armstrong (1900-1971). Jazz musician holding his trumpet and signa-
ture towel to wipe his brow. He got his start in the 1920s and entertained us for 50 years.

"Lucky Lindy" Charles Lindberg (1902-1974). First aviator to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean in 1927
in his single-engine monoplane, the "Spirit of St. Louis." 

"Old Ball Game" Baseball, America's pastime. Its greatest athletic hero, George Herman "Babe" Ruth
(1895-1948), hit 60 home runs in 1927 (714 lifetime), records which were to stand for two generations.

"Silver Screen" A movie camera and operator emblematic of the modem motion picture industry that
began as the last silent films were supplanted by "talkies" in 1929.

"MC2" The theory of relativity equation E = MC2 was formulated in 1905 by Albert Einstein (1879-1955). A
German-born physicist who became a U. S. citizen in 1940. He helped with the Manhattan Project (see FDR
next).

"Fear Itself' Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945), the 32nd, and longest serving, President of the United
States. His accomplishments were many: Social Security, the start of the Nuclear Age with the Manhattan
Project that developed the atom bomb during World War II, the "New Deal" that helped mitigate the
effects of The Great Depression. At his first inauguration in 1933 he held out hope to the nation disheart-
ened by the Depression by saying, "The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." He is shown with a chair
because he was disabled by polio in 1921.

"Total War" Talented and controversial U. S. Army 5 Star General Douglas MacArthur (1880-1966). During
World War II he executed island-hopping offensive strategy in the Pacific Theater. Later commanded Allied
troops in Korean conflict until relieved by President Truman for insubordination. Returning from Korea, he
addressed Congress saying, "Old soldiers never die, they just fade away." He advocated total war against
all enemies.

"American Dream" Entertainer Lucille Ball (1911-1989). This famous redhead had it all: success in
movies and television ("I Love Lucy") as well as production.

"Promised Land" In February, 1960 black college students staged a "sit-in" at a Woolworth's lunch
counter in Greensboro, NC to obtain the right to be served with white people. Segregation and discrimi-
nation on account of race were outlawed by the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The Woolworth name has disap-
peared from the United States.

"Flower Power" A young woman holding a flower in one hand and giving the peace sign with the other
who, during the 1960s, rejected conventional society and enthralled with concepts of love, peace, and
idealistic values. A Hippie.

"One Small Step" On July 21, 1969 Astronaut Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the
moon. On landing on the moon's surface he said, "That's one small step for man, but one gigantic step
for mankind." 

"Peace & Freedom" depicts a fatigue-uniformed disabled American veteran of the Vietnam War and his
wheel chair. The Vietnam War (1954-1975) claimed 57,000 American lives and profoundly changed the
way our citizens related to our government.



38

WM. HOCKER'S THE AMERICAN CENTURY! (Cont.)

"All Shook Up" Title of a song recorded in 1957 by Elvis Pressley (1935-1977), the "King of Rock and
Roll." Singer, actor he made 33 movies and had 150 gold/platinum records. Served on active duty with
the U. S. Army 1958-1960.

"Blonde Bombshell" Movie star and sex symbol of the 1950s and 1960s, Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962)
was every boy's dream woman. She married and divorced baseball star Joe DiMaggio and playwright
Arthur Miller. Author Truman Capote wrote about her: "She is a beautiful child." Her 29 movies included 
"The Asphalt Jungle" (1950), "Gentlemen Prefer Blondes" (1953), "How to Marry a Millionaire" (1953),
"The Seven Year Itch" (1955), "Some Like It Hot" (1959) and "The Misfits" (1961).

"Camelot" The glamorous period of the brief presidency of John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1917-1963). Navy
hero in World War II (PT-109), Pulitzer Prize winning author of Profiles in Courage. Our 35th president
was assassinated on November 22, 1963. At his inauguration he stated, "Ask not what your country can
do for you-ask what you can do for your country." President Kennedy is shown with his rocking chair that
he used to rest his back, which was injured when PT -109 was sunk by a Japanese destroyer.

"Billions Sold" A McDonald's counter man holds a bag of hamburgers and fries for a customer. Began
in 1955 by Ray Kroc, McDonald's started the so-called fast food movement that then featured 15-cent
hamburgers. Now McDonald's serves 47 million customers at 31,000 restaurants world wide, having sold
billions of hamburgers. Hamburgers now cost $1.

"Evil Empire" How Ronald Reagan (1911-2004), 40th President of the United States, described the
Soviet Union as he worked to end the Cold War arms race. Governor of California and movie star, he was
called "The Great Communicator" but died of complications of Alzheimer's Disease.

"You Have Mail" According to 
the Google Search Engine, the
founder of the Internet was Dr.
Lawrence G. Roberts, Ph.D. of
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. The effort to create
the packet switching of communi-
cations between computers started
in 1961 and resulted in wide com-
mercial use in 1991. The Internet
has become a true technological
tour de force. (Note: AI Gore did
not participate in this effort.) 

So there you have it. The
Twentieth Century history of the
United States found in 23 scale fig-
ures, thanks to the creative "archi-
tecture" of Bill Hocker.
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TOY SOLDIERS OF SAN DIEGO
"1863 UNION CHARGING"
Reviewed by Russ Bednarek

Toy Soldiers Of San Diego, (TSSD), have released their second set of
American Civil War figures, "1863 Union Charging". This latest issue from
TSSD is a perfect compliment to their inaugural set "1863 Confederate
Firing Line", (see review in OTS Vol.28 No.3).

Sculptor David Lea continues to work his magic as the quality of this
latest set is consistent with that of the Confederates. Continuing to use
the hybrid plastic specifically developed for TSSD, Lea's figures convey
very natural realistic poses in historically correct uniforms.

Received for review was a Bonus Bag of 20 figures in 8 different posi-
tions. Each one of these sturdy 60mm figures appear in campaign dress.

This translates into various uniforms for each figure. Lea does a nice job of mixing and matching frock
coats, kepis, shoes, sack coats, boots, and brimmed hats, all showing the wear and tear of war. Facial
features vary on each piece, lending an air of individuality to each figure. This individuality is further
developed on the TSSD website, as each figure has its own biography. You will find no two figures uni-
formed alike, and thankfully there are no prone or casualty figures.

Packaged in a clear plastic bag with a colorful cardboard header, the collector is able to view the contents
of this set. A typical bag contains 16 figures in 8 action poses, all for $18. At just over a dollar per piece, TSSD
offers the plastics collector some of the highest quality miniatures available for an excellent price.

Collectors are encouraged to visit the
TSSD website on a consistent basis for
updates and pictures of new figures and
their availability. Prototypes of their World
War II range look extremely appealing.

Thank you to Nick and Deanna Versteeg
of TSSD for generously submitting their
product for this review.

CONTACT INFORMATION
PH : 1-760-723-6583 • FX: 1-760-723-6586

EM: tssd@sdsoldiers.com 
Web: www.sdsoldiers.com

MUSTERED IN
The following information regarding new or proposed sets is provided for the collector:

King & Country - Several sets and vehicles for the Germany Army in Normandy, Russian Army 1945
and British Army of the American War of Independence. www.kingandcountry.com

Frontline - Excellent new range for the French and Indian War. Several sets of Indians and Roger's
Rangers should be available now. British and French sets are in development. www.frontline-figures.com

Britain's - Several sets for the American War of Independence, focusing on the Southern Theater. www.rcertl.com

Pickelhaube - World War I French, and a new flag series, "Flags of the Third Reich", the first 10 which
should be available in June. www.pickelhaubemin.com

Old Northwest Trading Company - Set of 4 Waffen SS, together with a set of 4 GI's. www.michtoy.com

GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW

Civil War Figures by Toy Soldiers of San Diego
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PLASTICS ON PARADE

HOW RARE IS RARE?
By Steve Weston

In the world of Plastic figures, there exists a much bandied about word – RARE.
Many figures are said to be rare, but how many, in fact, are?
In my incursions into trying to get plastic figures made, the most popular number bandied around to

make a ‘production run’ worthwhile has been the mystical amount of 5,000. In other words, a viable
amount of figures –be they from individual moulds (molds) or a sprue of figures ( usually 6 or 8 ) would
require 5,000 to be run. Now that is an awful lot of figures! Can you imagine seeing 5,000 Herald mount-
ed Musketeers? It’s hard enough finding one at every tenth Show, let alone anywhere near the above
amount.

So, I think that we can safely assume that this is possibly a genuinely RARE figure. I can attest to
being present many years ago, at a Norman Joplin Show, when a dealer unveiled a virginal Herald
Cavalier (or Musketeer) from its plain cardboard outer casing to reveal it to a potential buyer, in its clear
display box! That was moment to savour!! Needless to say, said potential buyer coughed up a lot of
money, and walked off at least six inches taller!!

It used to be said of the Britains Deetail range that Mounted Napoleonic figures were RARE. Have
you seen how many of these are coming out of the woodwork lately? Where have they all been stored,
and why should so many turn up at once? Who knows!

Rarities appear amongst most makes of figures: Lone Star has the Dick Turpin, Crescent has the
mounted WWI figures, Cherilea has both the Saloon set and the  Execution set as well as some of their
very early 54mm western Indians. But the lesser known English makes contain even more scarcities.

Trojan figures are highly sought after, so are Speedwell and Hilco. So far, it seems that no data was
kept on their production numbers, but one must assume that, by comparison to the bigger Companies,
their output was generally quite small.

But why should one range from a particular Company be harder to find than another?
Take the Cherilea 60mm Kings African Rifles, not at all well sculpted (in common with most 60mm

Cherilea figures) but what an interesting subject to choose! I have been collecting for years, but have
never seen a full set on display, anywhere!

We know that we can attribute many losses to some makes i.e. Lone Star, because of their practice of
putting Talcum Powder in with the plastic, apparently in an attempt to make the paint stick. This made the
figures very brittle with age, hence the tendency for them to fall apart in your display cabinet without even
being touched.

Cherilea Kings African RiflesUnidentified Polish Plastic FIgure



41

PLASTICS ON PARADE (Cont.)

But why should certain ranges be in short supply? Here I can only speculate that Sales were dictated
by the media ( as are most things!) and that the demand was for things that we watched on T.V.
Therefore, western figures would ALWAYS have sold well, as would have knights of all persuasions,
Pirates, WWII and American Civil War. I can’t recall any programmes about the English Civil War, but I
assume that the Revolutionary War was not popular here ( in the FIRST golden age of plastic figures)
because us Brits actually lost!!  Therefore, it must logically follow that if there was no demand for certain
ranges, then they would not be a priority on the Sales-men’s agenda. Likewise lesser known makers
would possibly find it hard to get their product out there and into the stores, if their ranges were not the
current rage. A bit like modern day fashion, I suspect.

Possibly, Trojan, Gem, Speedwell and other small Companies may not have employed quality Sales
Personnel, who were motivated enough to get out there and sell. Very recently, I was told by a moulding
Company, that they actually grind down un-sellable stock and re-use the plastic. I was not aware that this
was a possibility – but then it makes sense!

Also, we must consider what the economic climate would have been like at that time. How many
stores could have afforded to hold the vast amount of ranges offered by so many manufacturers? There
just had to have been a limit, and once again, this would have been dictated by demand. Would Dick
Turpin sell more than any U.S. Cavalry figure? Or indeed how many parents would have bought the
rather ghoulish Cherilea Hangman’s (Execution) set for a child, at that time? And just what were
Australian troops – weren’t Australians all criminals or their descendants?
We must also take into account the buyers personnal financial situation. In most cases, money was
scarce, so it was probable that figures were bought singularly, or by getting the most figures for money
that was available. Therefore, an item such as a boxed Dick Turpin may have cost more than , say, 6 indi-
vidual figures. To a child, quantity would have been the deciding factor here.

But the very thought of all these great ranges being ground down and turned into something else is
quite chilling. Visions of  Crescent Mohicans, Zang Guardsmen or Trojan Aussies meeting this unnatural
end , without ever being played with is quite horrifying.

I leave you with some pictures of a few rarities with which to whet your appetites. Please contact OTS
if you are able to identify any of the illustrated unknown items.

Kentoys Dandare ? Oliver Monaco Guard Country of
Manufacture unknown
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HOW TO (almost always) DETECT A REPAIRED DIMESTORE...
By Stan Alekna

Recently, I bought nearly 100 Dimestore figures from a
nearby collector and they were all in excellent condition.

In the process of bubble wrapping and packing them for
transport, I noticed that the baton on the Barclay white hel-
meted drum major (B213) appeared to be shorter than
what I recalled. When I got home and unpacked my “loot?, I
compared the short baton figure with another B213.

Clearly the baton on the newly acquired B213 was shorter and
it was even attached to the rim of the helmet.

The gold paint on the baton of both figures was heavier above
the right hand than below it. I have seen more than a few B213’s
with the baton tip missing because it was so thin and susceptible
to being broken off. All of the other figures that I bought were
unquestionably original with no repairs or repaints in the lot. Well, I
thought I had discovered an undocumented, very scarce variant.
Why not? Barclay probably received lots of complaints from five
and dime stores about drum majors with broken batons. So in
response, they could have made a minor adjustment to the B213
mold(s). Not only did they shorten the upper part of the baton, they
attached it to the helmet to provide additional support. It made
sense to me and a thorough evaluation of the figure with a high
powered, lighted, magnifying glass convinced me that it was an
original figure and probably as scarce as hen’s teeth!

But something kept gnawing at me about this figure. Why did it
take 50 years to turn up the first B213 with a short baton? Could
there have been so few of these made? I needed absolute confir-
mation of the legitimacy of this figure so I decided to have a med-
ical radiologist friend of mine x-ray it. A copy of the resulting film is
shown below.

Not only was the tip of the baton repaired, it had been created
using a resin material which does not appear on the film because
it is not lead. When I told my tale of woe to a few other Dimestore
collectors, they encouraged me to share this experience by writing
an article for OTS. The moral of my story is not new---if it seems
too good to be true, it probably is. The next time you discover a
rare Dimestore variant, remain skeptical until you have completed
a healthy amount of verification. Here are some of the steps you
can take:
1) Perform a detailed inspection of the figure using a powerful, 

lighted magnifying glass. A jeweler’s loupe can also be helpful 
in examining suspect areas of a figure. Under such magnifica-
tion, you will invariably see lots of tiny chips and scratches that 
are not visible to the naked eye and It will provide you with a 
new benchmark for the term “MINT?, I assure you.

2) Study the eyes. Barclay figures have the most distinctive eyes 
and they are surprisingly hard to copy. Manoil, American Metal 
and Grey Iron figures also have standard eye patterns. And no 
matter how good you may think your own eyes are, always 
compare the eyes of your variant to those of another figure 
from the same maker. They may not be 100% identical but 
they should be very close.

“Standard B213” “Short baton B213”

“Close-up of short baton “

X-ray of the B213 with the repaired baton
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HOW TO (almost always) DETECT A REPAIRED DIMESTORE... (Cont.)

3) If a figure was repaired, it has to be repainted or at least touched-up as was the case with my B213 with the 
short baton. Touch-ups by expert restorers can be very hard to detect, even by seasoned collectors. Start by 
checking the paint color and sheen of the bottom of the base versus the rest of the figure. The colors and 
patina should be the same. I have declined some purchases based on this test alone. Carefully study the 
painting sequence. Weapons, helmets, batons, belts, other trim, and the green base should not be painted 
over by the color of the paint of the uniform since these items were painted last. Another red flag is if a figure 
is painted too neatly. Dimestore painters were paid on a piece- work basis and had no artistic aspirations.
Nearly every figure has areas that are under painted or over painted. Sometimes there are blobs and spatters 
of paint in the wrong spots. Mouths are almost never painted well. So, if your treasure has an absolutely 
perfect paint job, get worried. As an aside, I met a charming lady a few years ago, who painted figures for 
Grey Iron in near by Mount Joy, Pennsylvania, in the early 1940’s. She really enjoyed looking over our Grey 
Iron collection and she was able to recall those figures that were easy to paint and those that were the most 
difficult. I really enjoyed watching her reminisce. Utilize a good quality black light but ALWAYS place a known, 
original figure of the same maker, and of the same pose if possible, beside the variant. This test disclosed no 
differences between the paint on my drum major with the short baton and a standard B213. I do not place 
much confidence in black light analysis but I have on a few occasions detected a repaint using this technique.
Silver, gold and black colors are the most difficult colors to analyze via black light. Red “glows” most brightly 
but even old, leaded red can glow. It all has something to do with refraction of light if I remember my physics 
from almost 50 years ago.

4) Take digital or 35 mm close-up photos of all views of the variant including the bottom. Send a letter or email 
along with photos to one or more well-known Dimestore experts for their opinion. You may have to ship the 
item to them because even good photos may not be conclusive. Be sure to send return postage unless you 
want to risk having the expert add your variant to their collection. If one or more of the experts own or have 
seen a figure like your newly found variant, they may be able to tell you that you have found the 2nd or 3rd or 
4th one known and you can buy a round at the next toy soldier show. If they cannot validate or invalidate your
variant, you should place it in your display case as a mystery figure. I have sometimes had unidentified figures 
in my collection for years before finally determining their authenticity. I have one such vehicle and one figure 
in my collection as I write this article and I hope I always have at least one mystery Dimestore to ponder and 
discuss with fellow collectors. Any ideas as to who made these? 

5) If you are considering the purchase of a very rare figure such as a Barclay Legionnaire Flag bearer or a 
Tommy Toy Jack and Jill, and if you suspect that it may have been repaired, I suggest you befriend a local 
radiologist or manager of a medical imaging center. There are also metallurgical labs that x-ray ferrous 
and nonferrous metals for stress cracks, etc. that can determine if a figure has parts that have been glued, 
pinned or made of epoxy or resin as was the case for my B213. This test may cost you $50- $100 but that 
would be better than placing a very expensive figure in your collection that you later discover was repaired.

As time goes by and authentic figures are being squirreled away in collections, we can expect to see more
and more repaired and repainted figures being offered for sale, especially the scarcer poses. And after more than
25 years of collecting over 2,500 figures and vehicles and selling 500 to 750 Dimestores each year for the last 15
years, I bought a bogus soldier. My B213 with the short baton is very prominently displayed in my collection to
serve as a vivid reminder to practice all 5 of the above stated commandments, all the time. Good hunting…

Stan Alekna; 732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073; (717) 228-2361; email: salekna1936@yahoo.com

“Mystery soldier 2-1/2” tall”

“Mystery MOVING VAN 5-5/8”
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tthhee  OONNLLYY AAuutthhoorriizzeedd  DDiissttrriibbuuttoorrss  ffoorr  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass
Greatest Selection in the Entire

World
WWee  ssttoocckk  tthhee  BBooookk  aanndd  vviirrttuuaallllyy

EEVVEERRYYTTHHIINNGG  iinn  iitt  --  Plus… call for our 
free forty page list… or call for an appointment 

to visit our SHOWROOM… we always buy 
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com

GGUUYY
RREENNAAUUDD
FFLLAAGGSS

Offering figures from:

Wm Britain
East Of India
Frontline
PNF Miniatures (Aus.)
Pickelhaube Miniatures (Aus.)
Alymer (Spain)
Tommy Atkins (UK)
Marlborough (UK)
John Eden (UK)
Beau - Geste (Arg)
Wilson Edwards (Aus.)
Rosedale Miniatures (UK)
RP World Modeles (UK)

(home of Steadfast figures)
Andrea (Spain) and other castings
Prince August Molds & Figures

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables
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Capture of The Earl of
Somerset by The Scottish
Knight Laurence Verson
Bauge 1421
50mm Scale

Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Earls of Moray and
Sutherland at 

Bannockburn 1314
50mm Scale

Capture of 
The Earl of
Huntingdon by
The Scottish 
Lord Sibbald
Bauge 1421
50mm Scale
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AUCTION REVIEW

VECTIS FEBRUARY AUCTION REPORT
By Rob Wilson

February 15th saw the most recent sale of Military and Civilian Figures organised by Vectis Auctions
Ltd. Now firmly established in their new purpose built base in the Teesside in the North East corner of
England, Vectis continue to attract a steady flow of major collections as well as many individual lots from
all over the world.

Buyers can now bid “on-line”, live on the internet. This is encouraging bidders from literally every cor-
ner of the globe. While there is no substitute for seeing the figures at first hand, this new option makes it
much easier for people from more remote parts to take part in all Vectis’s auctions. Unable to attend the
sale in person, the author was one of many other bidders who chose to take part “on-line”. While this is
not quite as fast as bidding live in the room, Vectis appear to have got the technicalities sorted out and
were able to achieve a selling rate of around 100-125 lots per hour, despite internet involvement in many
bidding battles

This latest sale offered a comprehensive selection of toy figures, old and new, military and some civil-
ian. Britains dominated but there were plenty of other manufacturers items on offer, including plastic and
composition, as well as lead.

In total, over 800 lots were offered, the great bulk of which sold. At the top of the sale were a good
selection of boxed Britains sets. Many of the lots were previously the proud possessions of the celebrated
military author and artist Alan Kemp.

Competition for most lots was hot, although a few lots seemed to go “for a song”. Part of the Alan
Kemp collection included a very rare unlisted set 2013 Indian Army Mountain Artillery set in Review
order, in its original box. This was knocked down for just £1,500 (($2,800) including commission, while a
rare set 2014 US Marine Corps Band went for £450 ($850). Clearly the poor exchange rate for the dollar
from a US perspective has discouraged bids for that side of the Atlantic, but even so, these seem like
bargains to this reviewer.

Many other lots attracted much fiercer competition. Some of the highlights included some Hugar mili-
tary accessories such as set#1744 Machine Gun Emplacement; set# 1861 Camouflaged Field
Emplacement and #1867 Open Type Field Shelter. The latter was eventually knocked down for over
£1100 (almost $2,100), well over the pre sale estimate.

Other highlights included a small selection of connoisseur figures by the famous French master Roger
Berdou (according to John Garrett (and many others) the finest maker in the world. Over a dozen of his
figures were sold, each one a unique work of art, constructed from hand made components and exquis-
itely painted. Perhaps  surprisingly, individual figures sculpted by Alan Kemp himself attracted rather less
interest, despite their exceptional quality. Given the passage of time, many lucky buyers may find that
they have picked up a bargain

Modern connoisseur figures by some of the new Russian manufacturers also attracted considerable
interest, as did examples of the output of many other modern manufacturers including King and Country,
Frontline Tradition and many others including Britains.

In all another very successful sale for both buyers and vendors. The next one is scheduled for the 10th
of May.

One of a number of Hugar items on offer: this one sold for £1100 plus commission.



One of Roger Berdou’s exquisite creations: this
one sold for £240 excluding commission.
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AUCTION REVIEW (Cont.)

JOE SAINE’S TOY SOLDIER AUCTION
SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 2005

In conjunction with the 2005 Winter Michigan Toy Soldier show, Joe Saine held another of his suc-
cessful toy soldier auctions. Over 200 lots were offered, ranging from boxed Britains, Elastolin western
figures, many dimestores, German flats, and newer manufacturers, Marlborough, Steadfast, and some
gorgeous Russian Medallion and Grenada Studios pieces.

About 40 bidders were in attendance, with collectors and dealers from Michigan, Wisconsin, and
Indiana competing against each other and many left bids for the offerings. One local collector asked me if
most of the people there were dealers, as he observed that they all seemed to know each other. And it is
true, the auction is a friendly and light hearted affair, with Joe offering running commentary trying to goad
another bid out of the audience: “Buy this lot and become your own toy soldier mogul”. And those in the
seats giving back as well, especially when Joe tried to open one lot at “One million dollars…”

Bargains abounded, and some of the heaviest buyers appeared to be dealers stocking their shelves
(as usual, many of the items that sold on Saturday turned up on the show tables on Sunday). Many of the
items generated spirited bidding: a trio of Britains Coco cubs were fought over, 3 scratch built Pestana-
style river boats sailed into battle, and, the Russian military miniatures were bid high.

Of the 200 plus cataloged lots, there were only 12 no sales, for a 94 percent rate – good for any auc-
tion. I had over a dozen lots in the auction. Some went for a steal, while others went for much higher than
I had anticipated. The auction is usually held on the Saturday before the Sunday show, same location –
the Holiday Inn in Livonia, MI. So, whether you’re clearing out or restocking your display case or show
table, this auction is worth a look.

Britains set #2014 US Marine band with original
box: “sold for a song”.
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AUCTION PREVIEW

VECTIS AUCTION PREVIEW

The May 10th sale contains over
800 lots and includes items to suit
all pockets & tastes. We again have
a number of Britains Paris Office fig-
ures including Zouaves in Khaki &
Chasseurs a Cheval in royal blue.
An ultra rare Britains "set" of 1911
issue Territorials in blue with a
mounted officer, a lot that is sure to
attract a great deal of interest. Other
Britains sets range from 1893
Dragoons to Fort Henry Guards
from 1959, Vehicle & artillery enthu-
siasts will be pleased with an exten-
sive array of such items.

This sale also has a superb
composite section. This includes
[apart from some mint figures &
sets] a number of virtually mint vehi-
cles [half track & trucks] & no less
than 4 x Tipp & Co German Aircraft
includ.ing the extremely rare ME110
with Mickey Mouse nose art.

A Cococubs Magazine from
1937 in mint condition, an enamel
badge from the Cococub Club and
an extremely rare Britains Trapeze
Set complete within its original box
and insert are included in the civil-
ian section of lots.

Add to the above specialist sec-
tions containing ranges of: Heyde,
Brigadier & plastics & we have
another great sale lined up.
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AUCTION PREVIEW

CHRISTIES AUCTION PREVIEW
Christies Auction House will hold

their first Sunday Auction of Toy
Soldier and Figures on Sunday June
26, 2005 at the South Kensington
Salerooms in London.

The sale contains several impor-
tant collections and features the
Charles Biggs Britains collection.

Charles was for many years
employed by Britains in London

The Biggs collection is an eclec-
tic mix of items spanning many
years and includes a number of
proto types never marketed by the
Britains Company.

Tractors are strongly featured
and a number of rare color versions
and prototypes are on offer, Deetail
figures, prototype Space figures,
Britains “B” Series sets in their origi-
nal boxes and some rare early
Britains sets in “ B” series scale
which were part of the main cata-
loged range are also featured (See
Christies advertisement in this issue)

Original plaster master molds of
the “ Britains”or “Edwardian Family”
are included and described as
“Domestic set”

A large collection of Britains cat-
alogs, early Herald catalogs and lit-
erature together with Charles Biggs
own master file of Britains catalogs
from 1951 to 1990 are a feature.

Many other historical items of
ephemera are included in the sale including Factory record books, Photographs, Display material and
original drawings, which inspired some of the Britains products issued pre World War two.

Original drawings by Ernst Aris of the Cococub Range made for Cadburys are included as well as a
wealth of reference material , prints and newspaper cuttings rescued from the factory.

A model of HM the Queen in Ball Gown made in 1953 by and presented to Charles by former Britians
director Roy Selwyn Smith and a rare Madame Tussauds Bust mounted for display on a Bakelite plinth
are include in the other unique items on offer.

This collection is for the Britains purist and a one off chance to obtain unique items never before
offered to the general public

Other properties offered in the sale include a rare Britains set 313 Royal Artillery Gunners in Steel
Helmets, a Britains trade box of 1 dozen Nestles Map of the World Cows as supplied to the animal wel-
fare charity.

Contact Hugo Marsh at Christies for further details and catalogs (44) (0) 207 752 3274 or 
email hmarsh@christies.com 
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NEW CHRISTIES TO COME
1/2 PAGE

KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE AND BESPOKE HERALDIC MINIATURES

IN COURTENAY SIZE AND THE HIGHLY PRAISED FLEUR DE LYS

CONVERSIONS FROM THE KNIGHTS OF AGINCOURT

NEW BOOK! Previewing at Chicago
“The Knights and Figures of Roy  Selwyn- Smith”

Full details of over forty Selwyn-Smith Knights.  
Full colour plates, including the Selwyn-Courtenay and

Selwyn Ping figures  and previously unseen master patterns
in a 60 page A5 book, only £12.95 ($25.00)

Postage UK & Europe  £1.50 ($2.75)
Airmail USA & Rest of World £2.50 ($4.50)

Regular free lists of Toy Knights, everything from Courtenay to Cherilea, for sale.

STILL AVAILABLE! “ Toy Knights- The Other 100 Years War” £40.00 ($75.00)

SEE US AT ALL THE LONDON & CHICAGO SHOWS IN 2005/6

Roundtower Design, PO Box 14, Kington, Herefordshire, HR5 3YR. U.K.
Tel: +44 (0) 1544 340708,  Fax +44 (0) 1544 340387   email: info@petercowan.co.uk    www.petercowan.co.uk
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54
3 Auction

June 26

Viewing
June 24–26

Inquiries
+44 (0)20 7752 3274
hmarsh@christies.com

Catalogues
800 395 6300

South Kensington
85 Old Brompton Road
London, SW7 3LD

christies.com

Britains Trade
Box of  Nestle’s
Map of the World
Cows #202
As issued to the
National Council for
Animal Welfare

s ince 1766

Fine Toy Soldiers

Including The Charles Biggs Collection and two 

other important private collections from the 1930s–50s

London, June 26, 2005
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SPIELZEUGSOLDATEN LINEOL-BAND 2
By Fritz W. Preibsch

Reviewed by Russ Bednarek

Fritz W. Preibsch continues his exlemperary examination of
Lineol production in "Spielzeugsoldaten Lineol-Band 2". This latest
work in the series concerning Lineol production is sure to please
the most discriminating composition collector, while proving essen-
tial to the beginner.

"Band 2" utilizes the same successful format as its predecessor
"Spielzeugsoldaten Lineol-Band 1", (see review in OTS Vol.28
No.2). Beneath the color photograph of each figure is an accompa-
nying chart providing specific information on the date(s) of produc-
tion, scale, current price and future value. This simple layout
instantly provides the reader with all essential information and
lends itself to easy comparison of data on similar figures, as each
page depicts 3-5 pieces.

While "Band 1" focused on the German Army, Preibsch turns
his investigative skills towards items of Lineol's more diverse pro-
duction.

After the Introduction, (how to use this book), the author begins
by examining Lineol's interpretation of European armies. An astounding eighteen different nations are
presented varying from a half page for the Greek Army to the nine pages required for Great Britain. The
following chapter continues with the global theme as figures from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, China, Cuba,
Japan, Mexico and the US are shown.

The chapter on personality figures is, in my opinion the highlight of this book. An informative chart list-
ing the figure, product number and scale is given at the beginning of this chapter. A total of thirty-six
pages, text and photographs are dedicated to the study of this niche of Lineol production. A brief biogra-
phy together with a black and white photograph of the individual is presented along with a photo and
chart of their Lineol interpretation. Coverage of each famous, (or infamous) personality may be as brief as
one page or extensive as four pages.

German political organizations, SS, SA and Hitler Youth are explored in the next chapter. Historically
interwoven, Preibsch does an excellent job of categorizing and simplifying what can be a confusing genre
of Lineol manufacture. A dizzying array of flags, banners, torchbearers, standards and especially musi-
cians of each organization are presented in a clear, concise manner.

The final chapter covers figures representing various historical periods ranging from knights, heralds,
kings, Frederick the Great and the Italian-Ethiopian War.

This softbound, 173 page book should be in every composition collectors' library. "Spielzeugsoldaten
Lineol-Band 2", with German text, is extremely user friendly with hundreds of excellent color photographs
and the accompanying easy to read charts. A vital reference book for both experienced and novice col-
lector alike, "Band 2" is available from Michigan Toy Soldier Company.

Thank you to Fritz W. Preibsch who generously provided a copy for 
this review.

CONTACT INFORMATION
Michigan Toy Soldier Company

Web:www.michtoy.com
EM:michigantoysoldier@home.com

PH:1-248-586-1022

BOOK REVIEW
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

DDoonn PPiieelliinn
110066 CCoottttoonnwwoooodd DDrriivvee

SSttrreeaammwwoooodd,, IIlllliinniiooss 6600110077 
TTeelleepphhoonnee 663300--449977--11223399

EEmmaaiill:: ddiimmeessttoorreess@@aaooll..ccoomm
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WANTED
Japanese Circus Figures

Hollow Cast as illustrated 
in American Dimestore 
Toy Soldiers & Figures 
Telephone 262-692-3857

Now Available
BRITAINS CIVILIAN TOY FIGURES

Norman Joplin, in association with Arnold Rolak, Philip Dean and
Joseph Kunzelmann

Concentrating on Britains products of a non-military nature produced
between 1880 and 1966, this all color book has eleven hundred plus
photographs and covers every aspect of civilian and non-military figures.

Farm, Zoo, Circus, Garden, Racehorses, Sports, Railway, Civilian
Vehicles, Footballers, Lilliput and Cococubs, including color variants
never before illustrated.

Order from: 
Norman Joplin, 535 Fir Street, Fredonia, WI 53021 

Telephone: 262.707.8401 or 262.692.3913 ••  Email: info@normanjoplin.com
Make checks to Norman Joplin. • $49.95 + $3.05 (S/H - within USA) = $53.00
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WHERE BRITAINS WERE SOLD PRIOR TO 1967, 
PART II OUTSIDE THE U.S.A.

By Joe Wallis

The following persons named stores outside the U.S.A. that sold Britains lead lines before 1967:
George Betts, Brian Cornall, Larry Gibson, Ged Haley, Syd Hannah, Bill Ince, Norman Joplin, Lynn
Kenwood, Stewart Saxe, Wesley Scott, Barrie Tassell, Rob Wilson, and Robin Yates.

THE UNITED KINGDOM 
Bangor, Northern Ireland 
Bath, Avon, U.K.
Belfast, Northern Ireland 

Bournemouth, Dorset, U.K.
Bradford, Yorks, U.K.
Bridgend, South Wales, U.K.
Brighton, Sussex, U.K.
Bristol, Avon, U.K.
Croydon, Surrey, U.K.
Dewsbury, Yorks, U.K.
Dundee, Scotland, U.K.
Edinburgh, Scotland, U.K.

Exeter, Devon, U.K.
Glasgow, Scotland, U.K.
Guildford, Surrey, U.K.
Ipswich, Suffolk, U.K.
Keighley, Yorks, U.K.
Leeds, Yorks, U.K.

McCullough's Toys 
Barley & Son (an early box) 
Angus' Shop (had Picture Packs); Golliwog's Toys;
Thornton's Department Store 
Beale's 
Brown & Muffs; Busby's Department Store 
Shufflebottoms and Watts Ltd.
Clapshaw & Cleave (The Brighton Sports and Games Depot) 
Gyles Brothers (an early box) 
Allders Department Store; Grant's 
Worfolk's 
The Toy Shop 
Albert Bazaar (an early box); Forsythe's Department Store;
Frost's Department Store; Jenner's Department Store 
Webber's Sports Depot 
Clyde Model Dockyard; Fraser's Department Store 
Doll Hospital 
Cowell's Department Store; Curries; Footman's Department Store 
Harris' Toy Shop 
Arcade Toy Shop 

"Store display 1949 La Platense SA. Montevideo Uruguay"
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WHERE BRITAINS WERE SOLD PRIOR TO 1967 (Cont.)

London, U.K.

Lowestoft, Suffolk, U.K.
Manchester, U.K.
Newcastle Upon Tyne, U.K.
Oxford, U.K.
Skipton, Yorks, U.K.
Windsor, Berks, U.K.

THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH 
Adelaide, Australia 
Brisbane, Australia 

Geelong, Australia 
Melbourne, Australia 

Sydney, Australia 

Christchurch, New Zealand 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
Nassau, Bahamas 
Brandon, Manitoba, Canada 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
Fort Henry, Ontario, Canada 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 

The Hobby Shop; Tim the Toy Man 
T.C. Beirne Department Store; Chermside Photographic & Hobby
Centre; David Jones Department Store; McWhirter's Department
Store; Swift's Hobbies 
Tate's Toy Shop, 
Georges Department Store; Meadmore Model Engineering Company;
Myer's Department Store; Small's Toy Shop; Tim the Toy Man Shop 
Farmer's Department Store; Grace Brothers Department Store;
Hobbyco for Toys; Anthony Hordern's Department Store; David
Jones Department Store; Levenson's Toys; Herbert Small's Camera
Shop; Walther & Stevenson Ltd.
Whitcombe's Toys 
Greaterman's Department Store 
Central Drug Store 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department Store 
Ashdown's Hardware Store; Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay
Company Department Store; Osborne's Book Store 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department Store 
Fort Henry Gift Shop 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department Store 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company 
Department Store; Simpson's Department Store 

Betefink's; R.A. Bradley Stationers; Burlington Arcade; A.W.
Gamage's Hobbies; Gamley's Toys; Hamley's Toys; Harrod's
Department Store; Morris' Toys; F. Passmore Shop; Selfridge's
Department Store; Wisbey's Bazaar (Stoke Newington) 
Hannant's Toy Shop 
Henry's Toy Shop 
Alfred & Warner Department Store; Boydell's Toys; Fenwicks 
Elliston & Cavell Department Store 
Slater's Toyshop; Snowden's Toyshop 
Messenger's
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WHERE BRITAINS WERE SOLD PRIOR TO 1967 (Cont.)

Red Deer, Alberta, Canada 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 
St. Catherines, Ontario, Canada 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan Canada 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Vancouver, British Columbia Canada 

Victoria, British Columbia Canada 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 

EUROPE AND SOUTH AMERICA
Dublin, Ireland 
Marseille, France 
Paris, France 

Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Santiago, Chile 
Montevideo, Uruguay 

If you can add to this list, please e-mail me at joewallis@comcast.net.

Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department Store 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department Store 
Coy's Hardware Store 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department Store 
Bloor Street Gift & Toy Shop; Bob Wallace Hobby Craft Supplies;
Eaton’s Department Store; Simpson's Department Store;
Wellington's Hobby Shop (Weston, Ontario) 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department
Store; Simpson's Department Store 
Barber and Holcroft's Shop 
Eaton's Department Store; Hudson's Bay Company Department Store 

Grafton Street Bazaar (an early box) 
Nouvelles Galeries 
Au Bon Marche; Au Louvres Paris; Aux Trois Quartiers; Maison Bail;
Old England; Printemps; Samaritaine 
De Pique Y Furelos Jugeteria; Gath é Chaves Ltd.; Harrod's
Department Store 
Gath é Chaves Ltd.
La Platense S.A.
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JOHN JENKINS DESIGNS
TTTTHHHHEEEE    FFFFRRRREEEENNNNCCCCHHHH    AAAANNNNDDDD    IIIINNNNDDDDIIIIAAAANNNN    WWWWAAAARRRR    CCCCOOOOLLLLLLLLEEEECCCCTTTTIIIIOOOONNNN
These figures are brought to you together with leading Toy Soldier manufacturer

FRONTLINE FIGURES

ROGERS’ RANGERS
In 1756 New Hampshireman Robert Rogers formed the most well known of the 

Independent Companies of Rangers. His company “Rogers' Rangers” was in service in the upper
Hudson River area where they became famous for their successful and unorthodox tactics.

RR.01 Major ROBERT ROGERS $25 RR.02 RANGER OFFICER & INDIAN SCOUT $44

RR.03 RANGERS FIRING & LOADING  $132

NNNNOOOOWWWW    AAAAVVVVAAAAIIIILLLLAAAABBBBLLLLEEEE    FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM    YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR    NNNNEEEEAAAARRRREEEESSSSTTTT    DDDDEEEEAAAALLLLEEEERRRR!!!!
Visit http://www.frontline-figures.com for full list.

John Jenkins Designs,
18B King Kwong Mansion,

8 King Kwong Street,
Happy Valley,
Hong Kong.

Tel/fax 852  28349041
e-mail  jjdesigns@netvigator.com    

http:// www.johnjenkinsdesigns.com
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THE DURSO COMPANY
“BELGIAN POLICE”

By Vincent J. Russo and Patrice Servais

Introduction
Michel Klimov, the founder and owner of The Durso Company (Liege Belgium 1938-1988) always

remained true to his “credo” that realism and accuracy in the poses, uniforms, and colors of his composi-
tion figures were of the utmost importance. In this article, the Authors will show that his portrayal of
Belgian “Police” figures fully adhered to this practice.

In a previous article we reported that on August 8, 1938, the “State Police” were ultimately chosen to
be the official “Escort of the Belgian Royalty” (Escorte Royale de la Gendarmerie).

This article will delve deeper into the formation and functions of The Belgian “Police” and “State
Police”, and how the Durso Company depicted these organizations.

Background
The Belgian “Police” and “State Police” Departments were created to maintain order. The Police were

responsible for the security of its particular city or township, while The State Police (Gendarmerie) juris-
diction covered the entire country. There was also a 3rd Department, The “Judicial Police”, who func-
tioned within the Justice Department.

At the outset, The State Police followed more in the organization and protocol of the Army rather than
The Police. For example, a Captain in The Police Force was required to salute a Captain in The State
Police, even though their “ranks” were the same.

The makeup of The Belgian Police Forces changed drastically under “The Reform”, implemented in
2001. This Reform consisted of three major changes. The first change under “The Reform” was to merge
the three Police Forces into a single organization. Next was the formation of the Police “Federal Council”
and then the implementation of The Police “Federal Plan”.

Transition
As we have stated, prior to 2001, Belgium had three distinct Police organizations.

The local Police consisted of 16,000 agents located in 589 separate local sites. The State Police num-
bered 17,000 men spread over 427 territorial brigades. In addition there was a national force of “anti-riot”
police on standby, who were called into service in case of protests, strikes, or other demonstrations.
Finally, there were 1,400 inspectors of The Judicial Police, distributed over 22 judicial precincts.

Each of these three “Services” had its own separate policy maker. For the Police, it was the local
Burgomaster (Mayor), for The State Police, it was The Ministers of The Interior, and for The Judicial
Police, it was The Justice Department.

Results
After The “Reform”, The Belgian Government now has a “unified” body of 35,000 Agents, organized

into one entity and following the same set of statutes. There are two Divisions in this new organization,
The National Police numbering 11,000, and Local Police positioned in 200 locations across the country 
account for the balance. (All members of the prior Judicial Police were absorbed into The National Police).

This new Police Organization is under the head of a
General Commissioner and its “policies and direction” is
provided by the Interior Minister.

The “Reform” succeeded in combining the maintenance
of order and judicial tasks into one united body.

The “Durso” Police
Michel Klimov and The Durso Company started to produce
figures of The Belgian Police essentially from the very
beginning of the company’s existence.

We can find figures of Police with Fabrication Belge”
embossed under their “square” base (1937-1938), that were
made by Michel Klimov.

“Fabrication Belge” Police
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THE DURSO COMPANY “BELGIAN POLICE” (Cont.)

Then, once The Durso Company was offi-
cially established in 1938, several different
poses of “Police” were introduced in 1939.

During the 1939-1941 time frame, Durso
also produced many figures of the early
“State Police”.

Durso sometime produced similar figures
in slightly different poses, utilizing the same
catalog number.

In the 1950’s Durso changed from
“square” bases to “rounded” bases, again
using the same catalog number. An example
of this (along with the evolution of the uniform,
which was always evident in Mr. Klimov’s fig-
ures) is depicted in these State Police poses.

For some reason, once a figure was perma-
nently discontinued, the same catalog number
was used again. This occurred even though the
figures were drastically different. For example, No.
258 produced in 1939 was a State Policeman on
a bicycle (see chart), but then in 1959 a figure of
a Traffic Policeman in a yellow cape was pro-
duced with the same catalog number of 258. It is
interesting to note that this practice was also fol-
lowed by German and Italian Manufacturers.

Note that the Policeman with the white cap,
shown in photo #9, produced in 1950 shares the
same catalog number with The 
Policeman in white pants produced in 1939.

Evidence of how The Durso Company
adhered to its policy of absolute realism when
uniforms changed is most evident by 
The “State Police” figures produced in 1959.

To round out a series of 5cm figures, these
Police and State Police figures were intro-
duced in 1947.

To complete our analysis of The Belgian
Police and State Police figures produced by
The Durso Company, we are including (for the
convenience of our readers), the following
charts.

255 – Policeman (white pants)
256 – Policeman (dark pants)

257 – Policeman on
Motorcycle

241 – Mounted State Policeman, in coat
242 – Mounted State Police Officer, in coat

256 – Policeman with white helmet and cloak
(2 different arm positions)

left - 240 – State Police (1939)
right - 240 – State Police (1952)

255 – Policeman with white cap
258 – Policeman with yellow cap

254 – State Police, in coat
258 – State Police on bicycle

268a – State Police on
Motorcycle
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THE DURSO COMPANY “BELGIAN POLICE” (Cont.)

State Police
Catalog No. Year Description

240 1939 Marching with Rifle Slung (square base)
240 1952 Marching with Rifle Slung (rounded base)
241 1939 Policeman on Horse, with coat
242 1939 Officer on Horse, with coat
242 1959 State Traffic Policeman
254 1941 State Police Marching, with coat
258 1939 State Police on Bicycle
268 1939 State Police on Motorcycle (a)
268 1959 State Police on Motorcycle (b)

Police
Catalog No. Year Description

255 1939 Policeman, white helmet, white pants
255 1950 Policeman with cap
256 1939 Policeman, white helmet, dark pants
256 1945 Policeman, white helmet, cape (a)
256 1945 Policeman, white helmet, cape (b)
257 1939 Policeman on Bicycle
258 1959 Policeman with yellow cape
259 1944 Policeman Marching
267 1939 Policeman on Motorcycle
9004 1939 Dutch Policeman with cap

Conclusion
The Authors, once again, want to thank “Old Toy Soldier” for giving us the opportunity to contribute to this
fine magazine. We invite our many readers to visit The Durso website at: http://durso.stools.net

Acknowledgement
Photos by Veronique Servais

Editors Note
See the advertisement for the book, “Composition Figures of Belgium, The Durso Company”, by Vincent
J. Russo, Bertel Bruun and Lucien Maris on page 76 of this magazine issue.

242 – Traffic Policeman 268b – State Police on Motorcycle 9050 – Policeman with Arm Raised
9061 – State Police (Gendarmerie)
9051 – Policeman Directing Traffic
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Specialist Belgian 
Figurines

buying and 
selling

Durso, Clairon, 
GJ, NB…

Michel Debatis
455 chaussee de Roodebeek

1200 Brussels Belgium
Tel: (32 2) 772-9741
Fax: (32 2) 779-3666

Email: pgldan@veloxmail.com.br
Wednesday-Thursday 14+19H

Friday 17-20h
Appraisals and 

Other Days on Appointment
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CARNIVAL CHALKWARE
By Barry Josephs

After several unproductive hours searching a large antique show for quality toy soldiers, I walked by a
booth containing a variety of chalkware figures. One of these items was a 15 inch tall brightly painted saluting
soldier that I vaguely remembered from the amusement parks of the 1940s. He was an instant buy and I had
rocketed into a new direction in my toy soldier collecting.

These military figures were produced during World War 2 and given away as games of skill prizes at such
parks as Savin Rock, in West Haven, Ct. and Coney Island in Brooklyn,N.Y. They are somewhat hard to find in
collectible condition today because their size and the brittleness of the material make them very prone to
breakage.

My figures average 14 inches in height and have been airbrushed with a variety of military colors. Some
even have a little of the original glitter remaining after 60 years. The tall M.P. with the ammo belt is marked W.
Lindner Pacini N.S. Co. This is the soldier who appears on the cover of the Fall 2001 edition of this magazine.
The others are all from a different manufacturer but are unmarked. Perhaps someone can help with additional
information as to their origin.

The military figures of interest to me as well as the myriad of other subject matter of that era are referred
to as Carnival Chalkware in today's collectible jargon. Chalkware is really a calcinated gypsum (calcium sul-
fate) powder commonly known as plaster of paris. When properly mixed with water it can be poured into a
mold to produce a solid cast. Tons of gypsum are used annually by dentists for making prosthetic replicas of
the teeth.

Miller and Slik-Toy both produced 51/2” plaster soldiers in the early 1950s. Please see pp 270 and 278 of
Collecting American Made Toy Soldiers for Richard O'Brien's excellent description of the manufacture of this
type of figures. Many of my figures are included in the outstanding publication entitled Homefront Collectibles
by Martin Jacobs.

These figures show up occasionally at antique shows and on the internet auctions. A few chips are
acceptable but broken figures or those with faded paint do not display well. If you get one over the internet ask
the shipper for extra careful packing to prevent damage.
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www.burlingtontoys.com

Plastic & Metal Figures and Accessories • Hand Painted Figures & Dioramas • Collectibles 

FEATURING: TSSD’s BRAND NEW LINE OF 1/32nd SCALE UNPAINTED PLASTIC FIGURES!!

SET # 1 – CIVIL WAR CONFEDERATE INFANTRY – AVAILABLE NOW!!
SET # 2 – CIVIL WAR UNION INFANTRY – AVAILABLE NOW!!

SET # 3 – WWII U.S. INFANTRY – AVAILABLE MAY 2005
SET #4 – WWII GERMANS IN WINTER COATS

PLUS FINE PRODUCTS FROM MANY OTHER MANUFACTURERS

FORCES OF VALOR 54mm DIE CAST VEHICLES & PLASTIC FIGURES * 21st CENTURY 54mm WWII VEHICLES & FIGURES *
BUILD-A-RAMA WWII ACCESSORIES * CONTE COLLECTIBLES PLASTIC * BARZSO * FORM TECH BUILDINGS * 

AWESOME KIDS PLAYSETS * CLASSIC TOY SOLDIERS * A-CALL-TO-ARMS * MARX FIGURES * REPLICANTS * CHERILEA *
ARMIES-IN-PLASTIC * ITALERI * IMEX * BMC *  AIRFIX    PENNCRAFT METAL CANNONS * BRITAINS DEETAIL PLASTIC *

BUTTERNUT & BLUE ACW * COLLECTIBLES *  CUSTER'S LAST STAND DIORAMA  *  ALAMO DIORAMA  *  
TSSD's HAND PAINTED FIGURES  *  MOVIES * BOOKS * PLUS MUCH MORE!! 

Email: tssd@sdsoldiers.com

PLEASE VISIT OUR 10,000 COLOR PHOTO WEBSITE http://www.sdsoldiers.com

PHONE: (760) 723-6583 • FAX: (760) 723-6586
847 CULLODEN COURT • FALLBROOK • CALIFORNIA  92028 • U.S.A.

of
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Or visit our website at: www.fort - ducal.co.uk
email: soldiers@fort-ducal.co.uk

Your money returned if not totally satisfied.
Orders mostly sent by return - postage at cost.

• FORT DUCAL • EASTLEIGH • SO50 8HQ ENGLAND
TEL: 02380 692119 • FAX: 02380 602456Established 1975

SMARTEN UP WITH

DUCAL ON PARADE
Whether it is mounted or on foot if it is
On Parade we probably have it on the
shelf or can make it for you. Bands, Pipes
and Drums, Colour Parties and Marching
sets are ‘On Parade’ on our shelves - they
could be in your cabinets, pleasing to the
eye and giving you all the pleasure that
they give us in making them for you.

UPGRADE those old faded painted
Band instruments with the new GOLD or
NICKEL SILVER instruments that will
stay so neat for ever; we will replace OLD
for NEW at just £3 [US$5 per figure plus
the return postage at cost

REPAIR SERVICE Do you have
walking wounded, missing arms, heads
or horses with broken legs - maybe we
can fix it. We can certainly supply spare
arms, instruments (painted or plated) and
heads if you are able to do it yourself.
Unable to fix it? Then why not contact us.
We could do it for you for a small charge,
even the broken legs of horses. It doesn’t
necessarily have to be made by DUCAL
either.

Don’t have broken items you cannot
show. Let us know if we can help; we will
agree a price first if you wish.

UNIFORM INFORMATION
Now that we have the latest computer
equipment we can now offer uniform
information on most ceremonial uniforms
of the last century. Cost is only £1 per
image [US$2] whilst a printed photo is
£2 plus postage [US$4] each.
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Mickey Mouse Set
#1645 

Will pay top dollar 
for top condition! 

Call toll free 
1-800-349-8009 

or 
email: raytoys@aol.com

W A N T E D
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BRITAINS CANADIANS
By Stewart Saxe

In 1954, 55 and 56 the T. Eaton Company Christmas catalogue offered a set of twenty soldiers.
'Eatons' was Canada's leading national department store. As well as large stores in major cities

the chain had mail order outlets in smaller cities and towns and issued catalogues that were
Canada's 'wish book'.

At Christmas in the 1950s and 60s the catalogue offered a broad selection of toys. The three mid-
50's catalogues listed a "set of 20 Soldiers and Howitzer" (1954). All three catalogues show the
same set, although they are different pictures. Different descriptions consistently offered 5 mounted
and 15 foot soldiers and a Howitzer.

The pictures all show second grade figures 
consisting of 

2 - Scots Greys 65P 
2 - Life Guards 64P 
1 - Hussar 68P 
2 - Infantry of the Line 43P 
2 - Standing firing fort guards 58P 
3 - Kneeling firing fort guards 59P 
2 - Lying firing fort guards 60P 
2 - Standing firing highlanders 123P 
2 - Kneeling firing highlanders 124P 
2 - Lying firing highlanders 125P 
1-25 Pdr Howitzer 2026 

I have found two boxed sets, one bearing the number 3/86 and one 2/11, other than the number,
the sets appear to be the same. The boxes are heavy brown card stock with yellow labels and black
printing.

During Christmas gift season the downtown Toronto store carried a selection of first grade sets,
including picture pacs. The mail order purchaser had to settle for a set in a near wholesale quality
box or one of the plastic playsets also on offer.

In the three years it appeared the price climbed from $1.69 to $1.89 and finally $1.98. These
prices were probably higher than purchasing the same figures and gun from the bulk bins at
Woolworths.
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The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-5481
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com



CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS
• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact:

HHEENNRRYY  KKUURRTTZZ  aatt  ((221122))  664422--55990044,, oorr  FFaaxx  ((221122))  887744--66001188  
or write to

Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #136, New York, NY  10023

HENRY KURTZ, LTD.
Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

163 Amsterdam Avenue • Suite 136 New York, New York  10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
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USA & CANADA EUROPE
Remit $49.95 (USF To: Remit 45 Euro To:

V.J. Russo Patrice Servais
P.O. Box 1031 4 Les Magnolias
Woodbury, CT 4053 Embourg

Email: vindotti@erols.com Belgium
Email: servaispatrice@swing.be

G. Scott Morlan 
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Toy soldier lists. 
Free bimonthly listings of 

Britains, Johillco & more... 
boxed and unboxed 

Military and Civilian 
sets and singles. 

New collection of Old Britains, 
Ancients & Garden 

G. Scott Morlan 
P.O. Box 10701 

Costa Mesa, CA 92627 
*82 (949) 574 9259 

WWhheenn  iinn  WWiissccoonnssiinn……
Antique Toy Soldiers are to be found at

SSEERRGGEEAANNTT GGRREEEENNEE’’SS
SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS

EEMMAAIILL::  ddggrruueehhnn@@ssbbeegglloobbaall..nneett
PPHHOONNEE::  441144--996644--66449977

Offering Britains, Johillco, Crescent, Timpo,
Quhalu, Marx, Dinky, Lone Lone Star, Barclay,
Manoil, Starlux, Mokarex, Keystone and Others

IINN  TTHHEESSEE  AANNTTIIQQUUEE  MMAALLLLSS::
ORIGINAL MALL OF ANTIQUES. 

1475 WASHBURN
OSHKOSH, (THE FRONTAGE RD, ON THE
WEST OF HWY. 41) PHONE: 920-235-0495

IINN  TTHHEE  MMIILLWWAAUUKKEEEE  AARREEAA……
ANTIQUE CASTLE MALL, 

1701 S.E. FRONTAGE ROAD, 
STURTEVANT, PHONE: 262-886-6031

CEDAR CREEK ANTIQUES, 
N70 W6340 BRIDGE RD.,

CEDARBURG, PHONE: 262-377-2204,
BOOTH#6DG



RAY HARADIN
Toys of Yesteryear

1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-1817

(412) 343-8733 • Fax: (412) 344-5273
1-800-349-8009

email: raytoys@aol.com

TM

Britains Set #1654 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs   $1,650

Near mint Britains Set #39 1st version  $4,200
Britains Lilliput Set L51 $135

Britains B-series #10 11th Hussars at the gallop  $975

Britains Set #2057 Union Artillery  $165

Britains 1st version set #118 Gordon Highlanders  $1,200

Battleship New Mexico  $225 Heyde Fusiliers, circa 1920  $575

Mint Barnyard Set, made in Japan  $185

Very rare Britains Civilian
Autogiro, Set #1392  $3,500

Britains Set #1720 Band of the Royal 
Scots Greys, originally tied  $875Adorable Minkins Barnyard set $175

Very rare 1st version Britains Set #144  $2,750

Britains Set #1512 Army Ambulance  $525

If you do not receive my catalogs, please call or write.
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JJuuddiiaannnn  &&  BBoobb  OO’’CCoonnnneellll  ••  77229966  OOaakkmmoonntt  DDrriivvee  ••  SSaannttaa  RRoossaa,,  CCAA  9955440099
((770077))  553377--77662200 catalog available for $1

Email: oconnell1888@earthlink.net
Web Site: http//:www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info/

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our site
gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!
New - British Irregulars " Take no Prisoners" - 

King & Country American Revolution Collection.

Toy Soldier store located at
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Christian B. Keller

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my three convenient locations in southern Pennsylvania for 

your Britains (boxed, unboxed, sets, singles, military and civilian), 

Johillco, Dimestore, Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and older 

German makes: 

• ADAMS ANTIQUES--Adamstown, PA.  2400 North Reading Rd.  

Take Rt. 272 North for one mile after exiting from exit 21 of the Turnpike.  

Open daily, 10-5.  Note:  This is NOT Adamstown Antique Gallery. 

• ANTIQUE CENTER OF GETTYSBURG--Gettysburg, PA.  30 

Baltimore St., just south of the square.  Open daily, 10-6, except Tuesdays 

(closed).   

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES--Carlisle, PA.  725 North Hanover St. 1 

mile north of the square, between entrance to Carlisle Fairgrounds and the 

U.S. Army War College.  Open daily, 10-5. 

A good variety of manufacturers available in each store.  All items 

priced to sell.  My inventory is constantly changing, so check back 

often! 

I buy old toy soldier collections. 

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  219 RIDGE RD., CARLISLE, PA  17013   

or doktorkec@aol.com 

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL: 1054 Rebecca St., Carlisle, PA 17013
717-249-8176 or doktorkec@aol.com

Old Line Rarities 
Est. 1965  

“Always a rarity in Stock!” 
★ Open 7 Days - 10 to 5 ★

★ WE BUY WHAT WE SELL ★

Trains, Windup Toys, 
Big Little Books, 
Radio Premiums, 

Erector Sets, 
Vintage Autographs, 

Antique Military Items,
Magic Sets, 

Science Sets, 
A.C. Gilbert Toys, 

Britain’s Toy Soldiers 
and Much More. 

WANTED to buy: Boxed Sets of Prewar Britains
When in Annapolis see Jim Spina at 

2009 West Street, Annapolis. MD 21401 
(in the Antiques Gallery) 

Ph: 410-266-0635 • Cell: 773-368-8487 • Fax: 410-956-1379
email: rarities50@hotmail.com

Working

Train

Layout!

EducationalDisplays!

OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerrss
FFoorr  SSaallee

(Mail order only)

SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  WW..  BBrriittaaiinnss  &&
AAmmeerriiccaann  DDiimmeessttoorree

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

KK..  WWaarrrreenn  MMiicchheellll
11000088  FFoorrwwaarrdd  PPaassss

PPaattaasskkaallaa,,  OOhhiioo  4433006622
774400--992277--11666611

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *
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DIMESTORE UPDATE
NEW WILLIAM FEIX(?) & 1939 BARCLAY

By Richard O'Brien

Recently, a Fall, 1915 Butler Bros. catalog turned up at auction. I asked
the seller to send me a scan of any metal toy soldiers that might be in it.
She did, and I promptly bid.

The single scan was very blurry, but what it seemed to show was six
sets (five of them previously unknown) by the very early American toy-sol-
dier maker William Feix. Though I couldn't be sure because of the blurri-
ness, one of the headlines under the top set at right seemed to say
Soldiers and Indians. This was intriguing in an odd way, as I assumed it
would consist of Feix's Indians and its early troops in their helmet-like
headgear.

Instead, when the catalog arrived, I was initially disappointed. I'd read
the headline correctly, but the illustration showed no Indians. However, that
let-down quickly disappeared as I found myself more and more intrigued by
what I found on the page. Experts in early American soldiers like Bill
Nutting, Will Beierwaltes and Bill O'Brien had used their cultivated eyes to
add to likely Feix production based on a 1903 illustrated Feix ad I'd found
and similar types they'd run across. After a lapse of several years, it
seemed likely that was pretty much all we'd ever find re Feix's soldiers.
Instead, with this find, three of the six sets seemed to be showing us a
whole new range plus an important addition to an old one. A fourth sug-
gested a paint variation and perhaps a new figure.

One can be pretty certain the top two at left in the illustration shown
are from Feix. The soldiers on top are the same types shown in Feix's 1903
ad. The second set, like the one above it, has what seems to be a flag
unique to Feix; one with a spear-like tip. However, that lower set has sol-
diers not previously attributed to the Brooklyn soldiermaker; five Volunteers
in the on guard position.

Now for the top two sets at the right: the foot figures all appear to have
flat-topped caps, apparel not previously attributed to Feix. There are three
types; On Guard, Flag Bearer, Drummer.

Finally, in the bottom set at right the sailors seem to be painted dark
blue, unlike those I've shown in my books, and one of them (it's hard to tell
by the drawing) may be a flag bearer.

Is this all Feix? Well, the flag-tips in four of the sets are too small to tell
if they're Feixlike. However, the cannon which are seen in profile in three of
the sets are the types associated so far only with William Feix, the Christies
and George Grampp. The Christies weren't making soldiers in 1915 and
Grampp's figures bear no resemblance to the ones Feix turned out. The can-
non in the two sets at bottom right are seen from overhead, but they bear the
same descriptions as those in the other three: "brass finish mounted" .

Okay, collectors. Do any of you have pieces that seem to fit here? And
two final notes: this is the first time a Feix set has been seen furnished with
a pop gun, like those seen in American Soldier Company boxes. So could
this be American Soldier? Absolutely not. No mention of a tray! 

A 1939-40 Shackman's catalog has emerged. The former owner of
Shackman's has told me his firm would add new Barclays as soon as they
were available (not all of them, alas). Thus this catalog helps to confirm that
Barclay's large civilian line (the ones mainly in mufti; not the cop, fireman,
Scouts) began in 1939. Here are the Boy, the Conductor, the Engineer, the
Girl, the Man, the Porter, the Red Cap and the Woman. And, on a separate
page devoted to Wedding Favors, the Bride and Groom. Also apparently
new that year is a paint variation, the Masked Rider on Horse. As with all
but one of Shackman's catalogs, only Barclay's figures appear; Tootsietoy
got all of Shackman's attention in the aircraft and vehicles department.
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BBRRUUNNTTOONN’’SS  BBAARRRRAACCKKSS  
11001199  CCOOUUNNTTRRYY  CCLLUUBB  DDRRIIVVEE

PPRREESSCCOOTTTT,, AAZZ  8866330033--33440011  
992288--771177--11669988

EEMMAAIILL:: BBrruunnttoonnssBBrrcckkss@@ccaabblleeoonnee..nneett
WWeebbppaaggee:: mmyywweebb..ccaabblleeoonnee..nneett//bbrruunnttoonnssaadd11

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

At Brunton’s Barracks we are the proud North
American agents for Garibaldi. Our inventory
of new items include Britains, King & Country,
Imperial, J G Miniatures Scenery & Buildings,
Mignot, Alymer, East of India, HM of GB and
Spirit of the Empire. Our extensive inventory
of early toy soldiers include Britains, Johillco,
Composition, Dimestore and many more. At
Brunton’s Barracks we are always buying, and
are interested in your quality trades. Send for
our free current inventory list, or call Bill or
Pam Brunton at (928) 717-1698

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS
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FOR SALE
THE VERY BEST IN CIVILIAN FIGURES 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

NORMAN JOPLIN
Preparing lists for sale by mail 

or email of the best in civilian figures. 
These FREE lists are yours for the asking

Order from Norman Joplin 
535 Fir Street 

Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021 
Telephone

262.707.8401
or 262.692.3913

Email: 
info@normanjoplin.com

Author and distributor 
of the following books:

Britains Civilian Toy Figures
The Great Book of 
Hollowcast Figures 

American Dimestore Figures 
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FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare and

unusual items. For free lists email 
info@normanjoplin.com or see full

page ad in this issue.

The best in Britains,
Dimestore and German

Lead. Call for free catalog
412-343-8733

BBrriittaaiinnss,,  HHeeiinnrriicchhsseenn,,  mmaagg--
aazziinneess,,  bbooookkss,,  pprriinnttss,,
mmeeddaallss  aanndd  SSoollddiieerrss’’

SSoollddiieerrss..
“The World of Model
Soldiers”. Auction.
Soldier museum.

www.soldierssoldiers.com

EEdd  PPoooollee’’ss  
TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS  OOLLDD &&  NNEEWW  

wwiillll  bbee  cclloosseedd  ffoorr  tthhee  ssuummmmeerr..  
Website www.commandantminia-

tures.com will be operating 
and email inquiries are welcome.

Items reserved will be 
shipped in the fall.

DDIIMMEESSTTOORREESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+

Barclay, Manoil, Grey Iron,
and others.

ALSO BUYING
DIMESTORES.

Send name and address 
for next catalog to:

Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane

Lebanon, PA 17042-9073
Phone: (717) 228-2361

E-mail:
salekna1936@yahoo.com

FFOORR SSAALLEE

TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FFoorr  SSaallee  oorr  TTrraaddee
Conte Civil War: excellant condition; Trojans, Crater Sets,

Leaders, Britains 20th Maine & 15th Alabama, Erin Go Bragh will
trade for certain Conte Viking Metal Range Line, especially

Longship. M. Turpin: catmar108@comcast.net

IINNVVEENNTTOORRYY CCLLEEAARRAANNCCEE  - 
30% OFF Imperial, Alymer, Others -

MIB - SASE 74¢ - 
Jack Paquette, 

2355 Parliament Sq.
Toledo, OH, 43617

Ph/Fax (419) 841-8131

LLAARRGGEE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  
SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS

Very good condition.
Many makers old new Britains.

Send SASE 60¢ to
Box 323

Gilbert, PA 18331

DDIIMMEESSTTOORREE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONN  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
I am selling my personal collection of over 2,500 

BARCLAY, MANOIL, GREY IRON, AMERICAN METAL, 
and other American Dimestore figures and vehicles.
This will be accomplished via several catalog listings 

over the next 18 months.
Send your name and address to 

Stan Alekna, 732 Aspen Lane, Lebanon, PA 17042-9073 
to be placed on the mailing list.

FFOORR  SSAALLEE
THE BIVOUAC INC. IS SELLING IT’S MASTER SCULPTURES

(NOW IN PEWTER FORM) OF AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
SOLDIERS. AUTHENTIC IN DETAIL, OUR 54MM SOLDIERS

NUMBER 16 INFANTRY FIGURES IN TOY SOLDIER STYLE, 16
INFANTRY IN MILITARY MINIATURE STYLE, 6 CAVALRYMEN
(W/6 HORSES) AND SEVERAL FLAGS, NUMEROUS ACCES-

SORIES. COLOR PHOTOS, PREVIOUS CATALOG PAGES,
AND SAMPLE FIGURES ARE AVAILABLE FOR SERIOUS

INQUIRIES. PRICE IS VERY REASONABLE.
INQUIRIES TO:

MR. DAVE GALL
7180 BROADVIEW ROAD

PARMA, OHIO 44134
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WWAANNTTEEDD BBUUYYIINNGG  EENNTTIIRREE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONNSS  OORR  
SSIINNGGLLEE  PPIIEECCEE

Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the highest
prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime Store,
Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtney, Vertunni,
American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber, French

Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures. Photographs
will be required.

Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.
E-mail: Raytoys@aol.com. Fax: (412) 344-5273.

CALL: 1-800-349-8009

WWAANNTTEEDD
MG 53 Greenhouse roof, will buy entire green house for

good roof. Fair price paid Britains #1440 Officer, olive
drab, #1495 Painter figure, Woman for Civilian Motorcycle 

1-800-349-8009 or 412-343-8733

WWAANNTTEEDD
New to Like New, Great Book of
Britains, by James Opie paying
$150 per copy 1-412-343-8733

WWAANNTTEEDD
Britains Household Utensils &
Tea Sets Boxed and in good

condition Top prices paid
Contact Philip Dean 

Email: philip@philipdean.com

TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  MMaarrkkeettppllaaccee  AAddvveerrttiisseemmeennttss  RRaatteess..
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words.

Submit ads to:
OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WWAANNTTEEDD
54mm SEGOM figures
painted or unpainted,

especially AWI.
Bob Cairns 

1919 Yale Avenue NW.,
Canton, Ohio 44709

(330) 455-9722 
robtcairns@cs.com

WWAANNTTEEDD
Original Britains Show Cases, 

1893 through today.
Call 1-800-349-8009 or email ray-

toys@aol.com

TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERR  PPOOSSTTCCAARRDDSS
Wanted - postcards or other material featuring toy sol-

diers. I wish to buy or trade postcards for my personal col-
lection, or loan items for research/publication purposes.

David Scheinmann
15 Station Road, Great Shelford, 
Cambridge CB2 5LR, England
Email: scheinmann@aol.com

WWAANNTTEEDD
Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers

and Catalogs.
Contact: Rob Wilson.

E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WWAANNTTEEDD
Box for Britian’s Post War #28

Mountain Artillery.
Good - Very Good

Ted Mixer
3006 Sawyer Drive

Grove City, OH 43123
Email:

tmixer@columbus.rr.com
(614) 875-5110WWAANNTTEEDD

Information on and sets of Herrings
Toy Soldiers, Greenwich, CT.

Contact: John Stewart
jkstewart@frontiernet.net

(507) 376-5411
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2005
May 5 - Thursday and May 8 Sunday. The Toy Soldier Open House and Cellar Sale.
1343 Paradise Falls, Cresco, PA Contact Jim Hillestad, Telephone 570 629 7227 
Email jimhill@ptd.net  www.the-toy-soldier.com 

MMaayy  66  FFrriiddaayy  aanndd  MMaayy  77  SSaattuurrddaayy 64th Miniature Figure Collectors Show and Mart.
Contact Dennis Levy 865 665 8909.

MMaayy  1144  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Virginia War Museum Toy Soldier Show. 9285 Warwick Boulevard.
Newport News, Virginia 23607  Contacy Colin Romanick 757 247 8523 Email aromanick@nngov.com 

May 14 - Saturday. 7th Springfield Toy Soldier Show.10am-2pm Holiday Inn Express.
6401 Brandon Avenue, Springfield, VA. Contact Donald Case Telephone 248 335 5626.
Email dsptoysoldiers@aol.com 

May 15 - Sunday. Ohio Toy Soldier Show Holiday Inn Hudson, RT 8 and Ohio Turnpike, Hudson Ohio.
10am –3pm Contact Doug McClure PO Box 17 Medina, Ohio 44258,Telephone 330 722 6751 
Email dmcclure1@zooninternet.net

May 18 - Wednesday. Bonhams Toy Soldier Auction. Montpelier Street, Knightsbridge, London.
Contact Leigh Gotch Telephone 44(0) 207 313 3137 Email leigh.gotch@bonhams.com 

JJuunnee  1111  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel. Bedford Way London.
Contact 44(0) 1329 233141. Email info@thetoysoldiershow.com 

JJuunnee  1111  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Heart of the South Toy Soldier Show and Sale. Annandale VFD Community Center.
7128 Columbia Pike, Annandale, Virginia. Contact Bill Harlowe 703 878 2922 or Ed Greis 201 342 6475

June 12- Sunday. Spring Edition, New Jersey Toy Soldier, Military Miniature Figure Show and Sale.
Holiday Inn, 283 Route 17 South, Hasbrook Heights. New Jersey Contact 201 342 6475 

June 25 - Saturday. Antique and Collectible Toy And Doll Show Chicago Toy Show.
Kane County Fairgrounds, St Charles. Illinois. 12noon to 6pm. Contact 708.457.3888 
www.chicagotoyshow.com 

June 26 – Sunday. Christies first Sunday auction of Toy Soldiers and Figures featuring the 
Charles Biggs Britains Collection. 85 Old Brompton Road, South Kensington, London .
Contact Hugo Marsh (44) (0) 207 752 3274 Email hmarsh@christies.com 

July 16 – Saturday. British Model Soldier Society Platinum Show. 10am –4pm. Royal National Hotel,
Russell Square. London. Contact bmss.support@btinternet.com

July 17 – Sunday. Third Annual Detroit Toy Soldier Figure Summer Show& Red Arrow Militaria Show,
9am-4pm. Holiday Inn Livonia ( Metro District) I-275 and 6 mile exit. Contact info@michtoy.com
www.michtoy.com 

August 13 – Saturday. 13th Annual Southeast Toy Soldier Show and sale 10am-4pm.
The State Museum, Gervais Street Columbia, South Carolina, Contact Dennis Fontana 803 419 6747

TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2005
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August 27 –Saturday. Dan Morphy’s. Antique, Toy, Doll, Holiday and Advertising Show.
York Fairgrounds Expo Center, West Market Street, York, Pennsylvania. Contact Dan Morphy 
717 335 3435  E Mail danmorphy@dejazzd.com 

AAuugguusstt  2288  --  SSuunnddaayy.. The Hudson Valley Regional Toy Soldier, Military Miniature and Figure Show and
Sale. 9 am–3 pm The Tarrytown Hilton Hotel 455 South Broadway, Tarrytown, NY Contact John Stengel
718 418 9439

August 28 – Sunday. The Empire State Toy Soldier Show and Sale. Hotel Adria.
221-17 Northern Boulvard, Blyside, New York  Contact 210 342 6475

September 6 - Tuesday. Vectis Auctions Toy Soldiers and Figures. Teeside England Contact 
Email admin@vectis.co.uk. Telephone 44+ 1642 750616.Fax 44+ 01642 769478 see advertisement in
this issue.

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1100  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier and Figure Show. 10.30am-4pm.
Royal National Hotel, King Edward and Queen Alexandra Suites, Bedford Way, Russell Square, London.
Contact Norman Joplin 262 692 3857 Email info@normanjoplin.com 

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1111  --  SSuunnddaayy.. Empire State Toy Soldier Show and Sale.9am-3pm Adria Hotel, 
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY. Contact John Stengel 718 418 9439

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2255  --  SSuunnddaayy.. OTSN 25th Chicago Toy Soldier Show Contact Don Pielin 630-497-1239

October 6 – Thursday. Christies Auction of Toy Soldiers and Figures. 85 Old Brompton Road, 
South Kensington London Contact Hugo Marsh (44) (0) 207 752 3274 Email hmarsh@christies.com 

October 15 - Saturday. 8th Springfield Toy Soldier Show.10am-2pm Holiday Inn Express.
6401 Brandon Avenue, Springfield, VA. Contact Donald Case Telephone 248 335 5626.
Email dsptoysoldiers@aol.com 

OOccttoobbeerr  1166  --  SSuunnddaayy.. North East Toy Soldier Society Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn, Dedham,
Massachusetts. Contact Arley Pett 978-283-2613

OOccttoobbeerr  1166  --  SSuunnddaayy.. 10 am - 3 pm Pacific Northwest Toy Soldier Show. Lake City Community Center,
Seatle. Contact Bob Bailey 425-867-9314.

October 29 - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Museum Open House and Cellar Sale 1343 Paradise Falls,
Cresco, PA Contact Jim Hillestad Telephone 570 629 7227 Email jimhill@ptd.net 
www.the-toy-soldier.com 

October 30 - Sunday. 23rd Annual East Coast Toy Soldier Show, Farleigh Dickinson University,
Hackensack  Email bill@vintagecastings.com  973-831-8900

November 6 – Sunday. Sixth Annual Toy Soldier Show, Cantigny Park and Museum, Winfield Road,
Wheaton, Illinois Contact Nick Albanese. 920 261 1323 E Mail camprandall@charter.net 

TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2005 (cont.)
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NNoovveemmbbeerr  1133  --  SSuunnddaayy.. The Hudson Valley Regional Toy Soldier, Military Miniature Figure Show and
Sale. 9am - 3pm The Tarrytown Hilton Hotel.455 South Broadway, Tarrytown, NY  Contact John Stengel 
718 418 9439

NNoovveemmbbeerr  2200  --  SSuunnddaayy.. Annual Pennsylvania Toy Soldier, Militaria, and Miniature Figure Show 
9am-3pm Sheraton Bucks County Hotel. 400 Oxford Valley Road, Langhorn, Pennsylvania.
Contact Ed Greis 201 342 6475

November 27 - Saturday. 4th Bloomfield Toy Soldier Show 10am-3pm Marriott Hotel.
3600 Centerpoint Parkway, Pontiac, Michigan. Contact Donald Case Telephone 248 335 5626.
Email dsptoysoldiers@aol.com 

December 1 – Thursday Christies Auction of Toy Soldiers and Figures. 85 Old Brompton Road, 
South Kensington, London. Contact Hugo Marsh (44) (0) 207 752 3274  E Mail hmarsh@christies.com 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  33  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Heart of the South Toy Soldier Show and Sale. Annandale, Virginia.
VFD Community Center. 7128 Columbia Pike. Annandale, Virginia. Contact Bill Harlowe 
703 878 2922 or Ed Greis 201 342 6475

December 3 - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London.
Contact 44(0) 1329 233141. Email info@thetoysoldiershow.com 

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1133  --  TTuueessddaayy..  Vectis Auctions Toy Soldiers and Figures. Vectis Auctions. Toy Soldiers and
Figures,teeside England Contact Email admin@vectis.co.uk. Telephone 44 +1642 750616 
Fax 44+1642 769478 see advertisement in this issue.

DDeecceemmbbeerr  1188  --  SSuunnddaayy.. Empire State Toy Soldier Show and Sale.9am-3pm Hotel Adria, 
221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, NY Contact John Stengel 718 418 9439

2006
January 29 – Sunday. 12th Annual Detroit Toy Soldier and Figure Show & 7th Annual Michigan
Historical Miniature Club Show and Competition. 9am-4pm Holiday Inn ,Livonia ( Metro District) 
I-275 and 6mile exit. Contact info@michtoy.com www.michtoy.com 

AApprriill  2233.. North East Toy Soldier Society Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn, Dedham, Massachusetts.
Contact Arley Pett 978-283-2613

September 2 – Saturday. Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier and Figure Show (UK) 10.30am - 4pm.
King Edward and Queen Alexandra Suites, Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, Russell Square, London.
Contact Norman Joplin. Telephone (01) (44) 262 692 3857.email info@normanjoplin.com 

OOccttoobbeerr  1155.. North East Toy Soldier Society Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn, Dedham, Massachusetts.
Contact Arley Pett 978-283-2613

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling,
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).

TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2005 (cont.)
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Alekna, Stan  Email: salekna1936@yahoo.com
Tel: 717-228-2361 .............................................................................20

American Dimestore Toy Soldiers and Figures - Book 
(Pielin, Joplin & Johnson.)  Email: pielin@aol.com  
Tel: 630-497-1239 .............................................................................57

Antique Toy World Magazine  PO Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634..........57

Arley L. Pett Antiques  Email: APett92117@aol.com  
Tel: 978-283-2612  Fax: 978-283-2496 ...................................................74

Armies of the World - Book, Joe Wallis ..........................................................................................................57

Arquebus  Email: webshop@arquebus.com .....................................................................................................59

Bill The Bandman  www.cyg.net/~bandman  Email: wkilborn@hotmail.com  Tel: 519-284-3052 ......................21

Bonhams Auction 44 (0) 20 7313 3137 .............................................................................................................31

Britains Civilian Toy Figures - Book, Norman Joplin  Email: info@normanjoplin.com Tel: 262-692-3913 .........54

British Model Soldier Society Platinum Show  www.model.soldiers.btinternet.co.uk.........................................30

Brunton’s Barracks  myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1  Email: bruntonsbrcks@cableone.net
Tel: 928-717-1698.........................................................................................................................................82

Bryerton’s  Tel: 312-666-2800  Fax: 312-666-9755  www.bryertons.com  
Email: bryertons@decorativecontainercom ........................................................................................................6

Burlington Antique Toys  Tel: 212-861-9708  www.burlingtontoys.com..............................................................70

Christies Auctioneers  +44(0) 207 752 3274  hmarsh@christies.com ..............................................................54

Clark, Peter  Email: psclark@erols.com  Tel: 202-544-3348..............................................................................82

Collectibles Insurance Agency  www.collectinsure.com  Email: info@insurecollectibles.com.
Tel: 888-837-9537  Fax: 410-876-9233 ........................................................................................................72

Columbia Carvings.............................................................................................................................................58

Counterpane Gallery  Email: countRpane@aol.com  Tel/Fax: 703-536-3064 ...................................................82

Debatis, Michel  Tel: (32 2) 772-9741 Fax: (32 2) 779-3666  Email: pgldan@veloxmail.com.br .......................68

Digital Barracks  Email: knoxdata@comcast.net ..............................................................................................20

Dillon, Pat  www.patdillon.com  Email: pdantiq@sympatico.ca. Tel: 1-877-260-9087  Fax: 416-266-8737 .......19

Ducal  Tel (01144) 23 80 69 21 19  Fax (01144) 23 80 60 24 56  Email: soldiers@fort-ducal.co.uk................71

Duke’s Brow Collectibles  Tel: 416-255-1037  Fax: 416-255-9016
www.dukesbrow.ca  Email: sales@dukesbrow.ca .......................................................................................48 

Durso Company, The  http://durso.stools.net Email: vindotti@erols.com........................................................76

Dutkins Collectables  www.dutkins.com  Email: rich@dutkins.com  
Tel: 800-545-2769  Fax: 800-682-8163 ........................................................................................................43

East Coast Toy Soldier Show 973-831-8900  Email bill@vintagecastings.com ................................................35

Empire State Toy Soldier Show 718-418-9439 ..................................................................................................28

AAddvveerrttiisseerrss  IInnddeexx
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Figuren Magazine  (0) 30 392 9490  Email redaktion@figuren-magazin.de .....................................................76

Frontline Figures  Email Gerard@netnavigator.com............................................................................................3

Green’s Collectables  www.walshes.net/green.htm  Email: ma52557@aol.com  Tel: 973-627-4961 ................46

Greenwood’s Toy Soldiers  Tel: (828) 684-5442  E-Mail: greenwood1@charter.net..........................................21

Guards Toy Soldier Centre, The  www.theguardstoy soldiercentre.co.uk  Email: mklmodels@btinternet.com
Tel: 020-7976-0850  Fax: 01189-733947 .....................................................................................................79

Haradin, Ray (see Toys of Yesteryear)  www.raytoys.com   Email: raytoys@aol.com  
Tel: 800-349-8009 / 412-343-8733  Fax: 412-344-5273 .........................................................IFC, 54, 77, 87

Heart of the South Toy Soldier & Military Miniature Show/Sale  Contact 201-342-6475...................................28

Henry Kurtz, Ltd. Tel: 212-642-5904  Fax 212-874-6018..................................................................................74

Hickling, Allen  Tel: www.toyforts.com  Email: hickling@toyforts.com  Tel: 011-44-1926-815-385.....................20

Hobby Bunker  www.hobbybunker.com   Email: matt@hobbybunker.com
Tel: 781-321-8855  Fax: 781-321-8866 ........................................................................................................48

Hocker, William  Tel: 510-841-4458......................................................................................................................5

John Jenkins Designs  jjdesigns@netvigator.com.............................................................................................63

Joplin, Norman  Email: info@normanjoplin.com  Tel: 262-707-8401 or 262-692-3913 .........................33, 58, 84

Keller, Christian B. Email: doktorkec@aol.com ................................................................................................80

Kings X  www.kingsx.com  Email: kxts@texas.net  Tel: 210-226-7000  Fax: 210-226-7117 .............................42

La Boite De Soldats  Tel/Fax (0) 1 45 78 89 44.................................................................................................68

London Bridge   www.londonbridgetoys.com  Email: lbt@londonbridgetoys.com  Tel/Fax: 610-967-6887 .......72

Medallion Miniatures  Tel/Fax: 305-385-3909  www.medallionminiatures.com..................................................30

Michigan Toy Soldier Company  www.michtoy.com  Email: michigantoysoldier@home.com.
Tel: 248-586-1022  Fax: 248-586-9934 ........................................................................................................23

Mignot  www.lepetitsoldat.com  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Tel: 314-862-3311 / 866-862-3311; Fax: 314-862-8311...............................................................................46

Mitchell, K. Warren  Tel: 740-927-1661 ..............................................................................................................80

Moorefield Miniatures  937-399-6507 ................................................................................................................68

Morlan, Scott G. Tel: 949-574-9259 ..................................................................................................................76

Morphy's, Dan Antique Toy, Doll and Advertising Show  Tel: 717-335-3435......................................................32

New Jersey Toy Soldier Show  Contact 201-342-6475......................................................................................28

Norman Joplins Old Toy Soldier & Figure Show (UK) +(44)0-262-692-3857  Email: info@normanjoplin.com.....33

Northcoast Miniatures  www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info  Email: oconnell1888@earthlink.net
Tel: 707-537-7620.........................................................................................................................................78

North East Toy Soldier Society Toy Soldier Show  978-283-2612 .....................................................................31

Ohio Toy Soldier Show  330-722-6751  Email: dmcclure@zoominternet.net ....................................................59

Old Foundry Toy Works 765-714-2635 ..............................................................................................................20

AAddvveerrttiisseerrss  IInnddeexx  (con’t.)
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Old Line Rarities  410-266-0635  Email rarities50@hotmail.com......................................................................80

Old Toy Soldier Back Issues  Email: raytoys@aol.com........................................................................................4

Old Toy Soldier Home  www.oldtoysoldierhome.com  Tel/Fax: 760-758-5481 ...................................................74

Old Toy Soldier Chicago Show  Contact Don Pielin 630-497-1239  Email dimestores@aol.com.....................34

Peter Nathan Toy Soldiers  Tel: (612) 9279 2668  Fax: (612) 9279 2658  
www.toysoldiers.com.au  Email: peter@toysoldiers.com.au ........................................................................79

Pickelhaube Miniatures  Email matt@pickelhaubemin.com...............................................................................58

Rodden Heraldic Sculpture  roddenheraldic.com  Tel/Fax: 603-742-7480.........................................................47

Saine, Joseph  Tel 419-691-0008 ......................................................................................................................59

Sergeant Greene’s Soldiers  Tel: 920-731-9699 or 262-886-1069 or 262-377-2204
Email: dgruehn@execpc.com.......................................................................................................................76

Sierra Toy Soldier Company  Tel: 408-564-4133  Fax: 408-257-0166  www.sierratoysoldier.com.....................79

Sommers, Steve and Jo  Tel: 708-383-6525 ......................................................................................................78

Stan Clark Military Books  Tel: 717-337-3669  Fax: 717-337-0581  Email: scmb@blazenet.net.......................82

Steve Weston Toy Soldiers  011 44 1268 680117 .............................................................................................75

Toy Box, The  www.thetoybox.4t.com  Email: Richardthetoybox@aol.com ......................................................78

Toy Box, The  440-934-4605 / 440-934-1800  440-235-4695  Email: ateper@worldnet.att.net .......................20

Toy Knights  Peter Cowan  44 (0) 1544 340708  Email: ems@cmail.co.uk.......................................................54

Toy Soldier, The  www.the-toy-soldier.com. Tel: 570-629-7227..........................................................................67

Toy Soldiers of San Diego  www.sdsoldiers.com  Email: tssd@sdsoldiers.com ...............................................70

Toy Soldier Shop  202-546-2201  toysoldiershop.com ......................................................................................21

Toy Soldier Show - London  +44 (0) 1329 233141  info@thetoysoldiershow.com ............................................31

Toy Troops  www.Toytroops.com  Email: ToyTroops@ToyTroops.com  
Tel: 714-379-4956  Fax: 714-379-4957 ........................................................................................................78

Toymaker of Williamsburg, The  www.toymakerofwilliamsburg.com  Tel 800-343-8697 ......................................7

Toys of Yesteryear   www.raytoys.com   Email: raytoys@aol.com
Tel: 800-349-8009  412-343-8733  Fax: 412-344-5273............................................................IFC, 31, 72, 77

Tradition of London Limited  www.traditionoflondon.com  Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com
Tel: 011-44-207493-7452  Fax: 011-44-207355-1224.................................................................................BC

Treefrog Treasures  Tel: 866-394-2418 or 309-394-2330  
sales@treefrogtreasures.com  www.treefrogtreasures.com ........................................................................83

Vectis Auctions  www.vectis.co.uk  Email: admin@vectis.co.uk
Tel: 011-44-1642-750616  Fax: 011-44-1642-769478..................................................................................55

William Britain Collectors Club  www.wbritaincollectorsclub.com  Email: sales@wbritaincollectorsclub.com
Tel: 001-44-1189-737080  Fax: 001-44-1189-733947................................................................................IBC



RAY HARADIN
Toys of Yesteryear

1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-1817

(412) 343-8733
raytoys@aol.com

TM

JOIN THE ARMY OF COLLECTORS
WITH A CATALOG OF BRITAINS

SOLDIERS, DIMESTORE SOLDIERS, MECHANICAL BANKS
AND TURN OF THE CENTURY AMERICAN TOYS.

(800) 349-8009 • (412) 343-8733 • FAX (412) 344-5273
RAYTOYS@AOL.COM
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