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Tradition
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

TRADITION HAS MOVED - PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 – 5.30. Saturday 9.30 – 3.00

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

New Additions

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
2121 S. Racine Avenue

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800

Hobby Bunker, Inc. 
33 Exchange Street
Malden .  MA 02148
Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Fax: 1-781-321-8866 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

Tradition USA
12924 Viking Drive 

Burnsville . Minnesota 55337
Phone (952) 890 1634

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 7367

TNC Enterprises 
318 Churchill Court 

Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 
Phone (502) 765 5035 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures
Pomfret Centre .  Connecticut 

www.arquebus.com
Email: webshop@arquebus.com

Kings X Toy Soldiers 
206 Alamo Plaza 

San Antonio . Texas 78205 
Phone (210) 226 7000

Available soon:
A 90th anniversary set of the Battle of the Somme 1916

The 7th Regiment of French Hussars

The Christmas 2006 Set
“The Rearguard”

The French  Retreat from Moscow 1812 
Marshal Ney, an Eagle-Bearer, a Chasseur a Cheval,
a Guard Grenadier and two Line Infantry Privates 

This special limited edition set will only be available from 
September 2006 until 31st December 2006

when production of this particular set will cease

The 4th Regiment  
French Hussars 

of the Napoleonic period 

Set no. 754 
An Officer, Eagle-Bearer and Trumpeter 

The 4th Regiment of Hussars 

Set no. 755 
Three Troopers 

The 4th Regiment of Hussars

BRITAINS MARCHING GUARDSMAN
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RAY HARADIN
Toys of Yesteryear

1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-1817

(412) 343-8733 • Fax: (412) 344-5273
1-800-349-8009

email: raytoys@aol.com

TMOffering the Lifetime Collection of

MICHAEL M. SCHRETER
Over 250 exquisite examples of some of Britains finest products. Included
within the full color catalog are several unique items along with a host of
exceptionally desirable sets.The collection will be displayed at this years
Old Toy Soldier Show in Schaumburg, Illinois, September 21-24, 2006.

• Catalog may be purchased for $35 Domestic • $45 International • $55 Hardcover
• All pre-purchased catalogs will be mailed from Pittsburgh, PA on September 5, 2006.
• Purchase price of the catalog will be credited toward all purchases over $300.

Send payment to:
Ray Haradin

Toys of Yesteryear
1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15243
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Display
All display advertisements should be submitted on disc
in MAC or PC format or as camera ready artwork. If
submitted on disc, please include fonts and images
used in layout. PDF files are acceptable with fonts
embedded and images included. Photos should be
CMYK with resolution of 350 ppi or grayscale with res-
olution of 266 ppi. Typesetting and layout are available
at additional charge.

Advertisers must supply a full postal address, tele-
phone number and e-mail address before advertise-
ments will be accepted (no box numbers). Old Toy
Soldier is not responsible for the accuracy of descrip-
tion or authenticity of items advertised for sale or trade.
We reserve the right to reject advertising.

Black and White
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Checks payable to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.

Master Card and Visa credit cards accepted.
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• Subscriptions are non-refundable.
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8.75”w x 11.25”h with bleed
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POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
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P.O. Box 13324
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OTS, 1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15243.

Advertising Rates

TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  MMaarrkkeettppllaaccee  AAddvveerrttiisseemmeennttss
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words.
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Subscribe on line www.oldtoysoldier.com
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Virginia’s Largest Military Bases 
Are In Richmond and Williamsburg.

See the world’s greatest armies standing side by side in our incredible collection of military miniatures.
Featuring Frontline Figures, King and Country, East of India, Britains, Imperial
Productions, Wm Hocker, Forward March and many others. And check out our
unusual toys, games, dolls and gifts for children of all ages. With shops 
in Richmond and Williamsburg, it’s easy to deploy these troops to your home.

www.toymakerofwilliamsburg.com • Toll Free 800-343-8697
3136 West Cary St., Cary Court, Richmond, Va.• 804-359-5133

415 Duke of Gloucester St., Merchants Square, Williamsburg, Va. • 757-229-5660
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Years of Old Toy Soldier Magazine
PPaarrtt  22  11998866--11999966
By Norman Joplin

Continuing the series recording the major
developments in the Toy Soldier world as pub-
lished in Old Toy Soldier Newsletter/ Old Toy
Soldier Magazine.

Volume 10 # 1 1986. Roy Selwyn- Smith
retires after 40 years and as Britains Director
for 30 years. A number of books relating to
the toy soldier hobby were advertised. British
Toy Soldiers 1893- present by James Opie
and based on the L.W. Richards concept. Toy
Soldiers all Colour Guide by Andrew Rose
and Richard O’Brien’s Barclay Catalog book.

Volume 10 # 2 Featured James Opie’s
book Britains Toy Soldiers 1893-1932.

Richard O’Brien’s second Barclay Catalog
book was announced in Volume 10 #3.

Sheila Toys were featured in # 5 along
with the announcement of British Toy Figures
by Norman Joplin, the first book devoted to
Civilian figures. The feature article in this
issue was the story relating to the previously
undiscovered boxed set of Britains Toy Town
Soldiers.

Number 6 of Volume 10 included adver-
tisements by Dutkins and Pageantry Products
(Ducal) for the first time.

Volume 11 1987 only five issues were 
published this year. Articles appeared on
Courtenay / Greenhill, regular contributor Will Beierlwaltes being featured. Articles on Lincoln Log Dwarfs
and Britains Mechanical Toys by Arnold Rolak appeared and The Art of the Toy Soldier book was
released, co authored by Henry Kurtz and Burtt R Erlich. Number 6 of this volume announced the first
book on plastic toy soldiers and figures by George Kearton covering the period 1947-1987.

Volume 12- highlights included: Number 1 was a cumulative index covering the first 12 years of the
magazine. Chialu composition article by Jack Matthews, Collecting Toy Soldiers published by Richard
O’Brien in 1988. Swedish toy soldier designer and manufacturer Holger Eriksson died and the formation
of the Holger Eriksson Collectors Club run by Vadis Godby and Paul Padget was announced. Burtt R
Erlich collection auctioned at Guernseys New York and an article by Joe Wallis featured the Britains
archive display at the Bethnal Green Toy Museum in London.

Volume 13 –1989. The West Coaster show was announced and was to take place in March 1990,
Plastic Figure and Playset Collector magazine published. Phillips Collectors Guides book published on
toy soldiers written by James Opie. Selwyn Knights article published in Volume 13 #6 and The Frank
Camileri Westchester toy soldier show was announced.

Cover OTSN Volume 10 #5 Britains Toy Town Soldiers
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3300  YYeeaarrss  ooff  OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  MMaaggaazziinnee  (Cont.)

Volume 14 #1 Selwyn Miniature Knights

Jones Doughboy Volume 16 #4 1992

Volume 14 # 1 included a flyer giving details
of the first Britains Limited Edition retailed by Bill
Lango of Vintage Castings, articles featured pre
Dimestore figures by Christie and Ideal. Tenth
anniversary of Old Toy Soldier Newsletter Show.

Volume 15. Norman Joplin’s British Toy
Soldier and Figure Show in London June 12th
1991. Britains Walthamstow Factory closes and
Dobson Park Industries incorporate the Britains /
Petite line. June 1991 Argus publisher Stuart
Asquith’s book on New Toy Soldiers and Toy
Soldier Parade magazine published for the first
time, a report in this issue claims a model of
Hess by Lineol reaches a world record price for
a single toy soldier – 3000 Pounds. The first
known picture of Edward Jones published in
Number 6.

Volume 16 1992. Books by Peter Greenhill –
Heraldic Miniature Knights and Reggie Polaine-
War Toys two are announced. Toys of Yesteryear
advertises for the first time, Collecting Toy
Soldiers two is published by O’Brien and an
extensive article on Britains Eyes Right is sub-
mitted by Will Beierwaltes. French Company
Mignalu is researched by Roger Garfield,
Stewart Saxe announces that he will run the
Toronto Old Toy Soldier Show and the forthcom-
ing publication of Norman Joplin’s Great Book of
Hollow Cast Figures is announced.

Volume 16 # 6 –1993 is a cumulative index
edition covering volumes eleven thru 15 for the
years 1987 to 1991.

Volume 17 -1992. World Toy Soldier Expo
announced for Washington DC in July 1993.
Phillips closed in New York after 12 years.
Exhibition of toy soldiers at The Guards Museum
London to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the
Coronation. Joe Wallis announces his forthcom-
ing book Armies of the World. South Carolina
Military Miniatures Society first toy soldier show.
Britains Fall Encampment held at the Valley
Forge Show Pennsylvania. Britains Centenary
Dinner held at the Guards Museum, guest of
honor Dennis Britain. The final issue of Volume
17 published in 1994 contained information
about the publication of C.B.G. Mignot Book by
Christian Blondieau, Old German Toy Soldiers
by Hans Henning Roer and The Great Book of
Britains by James Opie.
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3300  YYeeaarrss  ooff  OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  MMaaggaazziinnee  (Cont.)
Volume 18 –1994. Issues one and two contained articles on Kresge composition by Neal Crowley,

and Britains Special Limited editions by Arnold Rolak. Christies announced the sale of the Britains
Archive, which was to be held in June 1994. Tom Mayfield’s article on the Lineol Factory appeared in
issue #4. Reeves, Britains American agents hosted a Britains Dinner at the OTSN Show. Bertel Bruun
and Norman Joplin issued two different books entitled Toy Soldiers respectfully and James Opie’s Pocket
valuation guide was released to compliment the Great Book of Britains. Richard O’Brien wrote on the
identification of figures previously thought to be Jones and revealed the American Metal Toys connection.

Volume 19 –1995. Extensive articles on Lucotte were published authored by Lenoir Josey. The British
Model Soldier Society celebrated their 60th Anniversary and Scott Morlan offered the Ed Ruby collection
for sale. James Opie’s article on the previously unknown Corsair figures was featured in issue # 2 and
two further books on toy soldiers were reviewed – Facetta Nera: Soldatini in Cartapesta 1936 –1945 by
Gianni Malotti and Italian Toy Soldiers by Orlando Di Mauro and Franco Pauletti.

Volume 20 –1996. The World expo was held in Paris, Joe Wallis covered the Clyde Model
Dockyard/Britains Collection and Lou Sandbote became co-editor of the Holger Eriksson Collectors jour-
nal HECS. Dennis Britain OBE DFC died April 14th 1996. Steve and Jo Sommers paid a factory visit to
Imperial in New Zealand and King and Country’s shop in Hong Kong, an article appeared on Jim
Hillestads Toy Soldier Museum in Cresco, Pennsylvania, and Michael Henry reported on the Kulmbach
show in Germany. Collecting Toy Soldiers #3 by Richard O’Brien was announced.

That concludes part two of the OTSN summary; the third and final part will be published in the
November 2006 edition of Old Toy Soldier.

Dennis Britain Volume 20 #2



11

HOBBY NEWS

RRooyy  SSeellwwyynn  SSmmiitthh  --  AAnn  OObbiittuuaarryy
By Peter Cowan

It was my great privilege last year to meet with Roy Selwyn Smith, who sadly passed away on Friday 16th
June 2006, while researching my book on Selwyn Miniatures. A quiet and reserved man, and clearly already
unwell, he nevertheless threw himself into assisting me with great enthusiasm.

From this meeting, and on subsequent discussions, it became clear just how many iconic collectors figures
Roy had been responsible for. Not only the Britains Knights of Agincourt, undoubtedly the finest ever hollow-
cast metal toy figures, but also the Timpo G.I. series, Railway series, and others. In plastic figures the Herald
series, issued before their takeover, deservedly occupy a similar high status, and that is without moving on to
the Swoppet and other ranges he produced while working for Britains.

Throughout his 37 years in toy manufacturing he always strove to make the best possible figures within the
limitations imposed by cost and technology. That he succeeded is self evident, just look at displays, pick out
the best figures and you will see. There are many people whose passing is said to leave the world a lesser
place. This is very true of Roy, but how many have also left us such a legacy of treasures. Without his vision
our childhoods, both first and second, would have been much poorer.

OOBBIITTUUAARRYY TTOO  RROOYY SSEELLWWYYNN  SSMMIITTHH
By Charles Biggs

I have the sad but proud task to write Roy Selwyn Smith’s Obituary, Roy
died on the 16th of June 2006. We had been friends for some fifty nine years.

Roy spent the war years in the merchant navy and after the war joined
M.Zang Ltd ( Herald ) in 1947 where we first met. A short time after Roy
moved to Willmore and Sons who were responsible for the Timpo figures, I
also joined Willmores as a 7 year apprentice before joining the Army to do my
National Service.

Roy left Willmores to start Selwyn Miniatures around 1950, asking me to contact him again after complet-
ing my National Service.

By the time of my discharge in 1956,Roy had rejoined M Zang and our friendship was renewed when I
also joined the company.

There have been many articles written about Roy Selwyn Smith, and Selwyn Miniatures, the latest being a
book entited Selwyn Miniatures by Peter Cowan in 2005, but I would like to write about the man. Roy was one
of the kindest, most genial people I have ever met, a very personable person, a retiring shy reserved man, but
make no mistake, he had no lack of resolution and fortitude.

His main achievement in my eyes was that when he returned to M. Zang after winding up Selwyn
Miniatures and leasing the moulds to Britains Ltd, he perused plastic injection moulding, setting up Herald
Miniatures. He not only thought of the name, he designed the logo, and literally did every thing needed.

Mr. Zang being an old man by this time was glad to leave all the administration to Roy from setting up the
homework painting centers to organizing the office cleaners.

We have Roy to thank for the beautiful plastic models eventually produced by Herald Miniatures.

GGEERRMMAANN  CCOOLLLLEECCTTOORRSS  CCLLUUBB  ""KKLLIIOO""  EExxhhiibbiittiioonn  
JJuunnee  2244,,  22000066  --  AApprriill  1155,,  22000077

German Toy Soldier associations from Bavaria,Schwaben and Franconia combine at the above event
to be held in the recently renovated Hoechstaedt Castle.

The venue is situated along the Danube near to Ulm( 70 km) Ausburg (45km) and Munich (100km).
August 11,12 &13, 2006 will feature figures and manufacturers from Germany, France, Great Britain and
other European Countries, also US participants.

A series of events including battlefield tours etc. are also scheduled.
Contact: Dr. Hans Roth • Dr-Kurt-Huber-Strasse 10, D-82031 Grunwald, Germany • Email: drharogruen@t-online.de 
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HOBBY NEWS

IInn  MMeemmoorriiaamm
AAlleexxiiss  KKlliimmoovv

By Vincent J. Russo &
Patrice Servais

It is with deep regret and profound sad-
ness that we must announce the passing of
Alexis Klimov on February 5, 2006 at the age
of 68.

Alexis was the son of Michel Klimov,
founder and owner of the Durso Company,
manufacturers of high quality composition fig-
ures in Liege, Belgium, from 1938 – 1988.

Alexis was born in Liege in 1937 and rose
to prominence in Three – Rivers (Canada) as
a poet, philosopher, and educator. He was a
Professor of Philosophy at the University of
Quebec.

Prior to the elder Mr. Klimov’s death last
year, Alexis was most helpful to the authors in
providing information and insight that was
most valuable to us when preparing historical
background on the Durso Company for our
series of articles in Old Toy Soldier Magazine.

Alexis’ son, Serge Klimov wrote to us
soon after his father’s death saying how he
and his father liked “so very much to read
together Old Toy Soldier, the American
Magazine of Figurines”.

They were both very proud of the
achievements of Michel Klimov, father and
grandfather.

JJaammeess  WWaarrrreenn  WWeennggeerrtt,,  MM..DD..
By Jo and Steve Sommers

Jim Wengert , or Doc Wengert to
his collector friends, unexpectedly died
in his sleep on May 23rd, the day after
his seventy-second birthday. Over 35
years of collecting Doc joyously devel-
oped our hobby’s definitive collection
of military medical toys. He could spot
a red cross on a made-in-Japan tin
bus across a crowded flea market; no
paint variation or casting difference in
a figure was too subtle for Doc’s eye.
Where others found a piece or two,
Doc came home with a bag full of
weird and wonderful figures and
ambulances by the dozen; “moving the
wounded” was Doc’s special passion.

Doc had a deep knowledge of the history of military medicine
from ancient battlefields to Napoleon’s Larrey to MASH. As a
third generation Nebraska doctor and former Trustee of the
Nebraska State Historical Society, reading and writing about the
American frontier was a natural second interest.

In the Navy, Lt. Commander Wengert earned his wings as a
flight surgeon, but rather than fly, he always took the train, his not-
so-beloved “Flatwater and rectum,” to the OTSN Chicago Show.
Doc made all but one show -- the year his daughter inexplicably
chose a September wedding! In the 25 years before his retirement,
Doc was the Assistant Chief of Psychiatry for the Veterans
Administration in Omaha. Doc always felt that his profession was
not a hindrance in a hobby where eccentricity is the norm.

Doc was a fine husband, father, and grandfather. For over
three decades he was our dear friend and a model of enthusiastic
collecting who found happiness and sanity in all things toy soldier.
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HOBBY NEWS
LLuuccoottttee  TTrraaddeemmaarrkk  SSoolldd

By Russ Bednarek
The trademark of Lucotte, the world's oldest manufacturer of toy soldiers

has been sold. Lucotte Collector Club members were informed in May that
Madame Lynda Franceschi had sold the Lucotte trademark to Monsieur
Edouard Pemzec, current owner of CBG Mignot. Not since Henri Mignot in
1928, has the production and marketing of Lucotte and Mignot been the
responsibility of one man.

Madame Franceschi acquired the Lucotte trademark from her father,
Jean Perfettini, a successful businessman, In 1975, upon hearing 
that Henri Mignot's children were selling CBG Mignot,
Perfettini for business reasons, purchased the company.
Perfettini soon became enthralled with Mignot figures, and
bought the retail shop Au Plat d'Etain located in Paris.

In 1981 Madame Franceschi became manager of Au Plat
d'Etain. Encouraged by experienced collectors who desired to
have Lucotte figures produced once again, Franceschi creat-
ed the Lucotte Collectors Club. From 1983-1987 the Club
issued a total of five, twelve piece sets. It was at this time that
Perfettini, due to health concerns sold CBG Mignot, but
retained the rights to Lucotte which was entrusted to 
Madame Franceschi.

The Lucotte Collectors Club was launched again in 1992
issuing new Lucotte sets. In 1996, toy soldier collector extradi-
naire Edouard Pemzec purchased CBG Mignot and joined
Franceschi in the production of Lucotte figures. Franceschi
and Pemzec, each utilizing their own strengths, formed the
perfect team. Through their combined efforts of issuing never
before made sets, the Lucotte Collectors Club flourished.

Edouard Pemzec who arguably possess the finest toy sol-
dier collection in Europe, is himself a passionate collector of
Lucotte. Besides being the owner of CBG Mignot, (which is
run by his son Loic), and a collector, he is also the author of
"Figurines et Soldats de Plomb", a delightful 367 page photo
study of his collection, (see OTS Vol.27 #4).

Among Pemzec's future plans is a website for the Lucotte
Collector Club. Members have already received "Lucotte's
Chronicle" penned in part by Pemzec himself. Included in the
"Chronicle" is the newest Lucotte release, Les chevau-legers
du Grand-Duc de Berg. This six piece set is of the mounted
personal guard of Murat and comprised of an officer, three
mounted cavaliers, a trumpeter and superb timbalier.
Members also learned that following the chevau-legers will be
an infantry set of the Guard Grenadiers in greatcoats,
Monsieur Pemzec has set an ambitious goal of 5 sets to be
released per year which is sure to delight Club members.

Madame Franceschi's efforts will surely be missed. Her
dedication and attention to detail insured that the Lucotte fig-
ures produced were of the highest quality. Monsieur Pemzec is committed to continuing and improving upon
the standards and practices he and Madame Franceschi utilized in their past efforts. Given Pemzec's high
expectations, the Lucotte atelier will continue their excellent workmanship. Pemzec's dedication to excellence
will insure that Lucotte Collector CLub members will not be disappointed.

Lucotte Collector Club Contact Information: e-mail:lucotte2@wanadoo.fr
Mail: Lucotte • La Petite Gagnerie • 43390 VERNOIL• France

Lynda Franceschi presenting the Lucotte trademark to
Edouard Pemzec

Jean Perfettini

Grenadiers en manteau

The Chevau- legers of Berg
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HOBBY NEWS
WW..  BBRRIITTAAIINN  //  FFIIRRSSTT  GGEEAARR  UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  PPRREE--SSHHOOWW  EEVVEENNTTSS::

The Events Will Feature:
Open bar and hors d’ouevres

Attendees will receive a numbered exclusive event figure

For reservations and additional information about the new W. Britains please contact:
From the US, Canada, Central and South America: From the UK, Ireland and Continental Europe:

Richard Walker Mark Avery 
General Manager, W. Britains Editor/Manager, W. Britain Collectors Club

P.O. Box 52 P.O. Box 778, Southwater
Peosta, IA 52068 Horsham, RH12 9BL, United Kingdom

Tele: 563/582/2071 • Fax:563/582/2415 Tele: +44(0)1403 733988  • Fax: +44(0)1403 733988
Email:richardwalker@1st-gear.com Email: UKclub@wbritain.com

CCHHIICCAAGGOO
When: September 23, 2006
Where: Hyatt Regency-Schaumburg, Ill
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Cost: £35/$65 for W. Britain Club Members

£45/$80 for non club members

LLOONNDDOONN
When: December, 1, 2006 
Where: The Guards Museum (tentative)
Time: 6:30 p.m
Cost: £35/$65 for W. Britain Club Members

£45/$80 for non club members

WHERE TO BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER MAGAZINE
California

Old Toy Soldier Home
977 S. Santa Fe Avenue
Vista, California

Sierra Toy Soldier Company
15466 Los Gatos Boulevard #108
Los Gatos, California.

Canada

Julius Vesez.Military Miniatures
Royal York Hotel
100 Front Street W. 
Toronto, Canada

London

Guards Toy Soldier Center 
Guards Museum
Wellington Barracks 
Birdcage Walk, London

Tradition of London Limited 
5A Shepherd Street
Mayfair, London

Massachusetts

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, Massachusetts

Michigan

Michigan Toy Soldier Company
1400 E 11 Mile Road
Royal Oak, Michigan

New York

Left Right Left
74 Covert Avenue
Stewart Manor, NY

New York City

Burlington Antique Toys. 1082
Madison Avenue.(at 82nd Street)
New York City

Pennsylvania

Adamstown Antique Gallery
Dan Morphy
2000 N Reading Road
Denver, PA.

Toys of Yesteryear 
E mail RAYTOYS@AOL.COM 

Texas

The Toy Soldier & Old Tin 
Soldier Shoppe
4106 Shepherd
Houston, Texas

Washington D.C.

The Toy Soldier Shop of
Washington D.C. 
503 11th Street S.E. 
Washington, D.C.

Wisconsin

Norman Joplin
535 Fir Street
Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021

BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  EEMMPPTTYY BBOOXX  SSAALLEE  AATT  CCHHIICCAAGGOO  SSHHOOWW
Scott Morlan is to hold a sale of Britains empty boxes at this years Old Toy Soldier Show in

Chicago. The event will take place on Saturday, September 23rd at the Hyatt Regency in
Schaumburg, time and room are still to be determined, watch the notice boards for details.

The sale of empty boxes has become an annual event over the past few years with Ray
Haradin, Arnold Rolak and Norman Joplin all holding successful sales in recent years.
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NNoorrmmaann  JJoopplliinn’’ss  OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  aanndd  FFiigguurree  SShhooww
MMaayy  22000066

HHoolliiddaayy  IInnnn,,  BBlloooommssbbuurryy,,  LLoonnddoonn
CCoorraamm  SSttrreeeett,,  BBooookkeerr  aanndd  TTuurrnneerr  SSuuiitteess

The Second Old Toy Soldier and Figures Show organized by Norman Joplin saw a change of venue,
which was very well received by dealers and collectors alike.

Yards from Russell Square Underground Station in the heart of London, the Holiday Inn Bloomsbury
is an ultra modern hotel with superb exhibition and conference amenities.

Superb lighting for dealer’s displays, easy flat unloading and loading, helpful and professional confer-
ence staff, together with on site restaurant, coffee shop and Irish pub, the move to this venue proved to
be an inspired one according to all who attended.

The show is a dateline event, with a recommended pre1980 date for toy soldiers and figures, the con-
cept is unique in the toy soldier world and caters to those who are interested in old toy soldiers and fig-
ures lead, plastic or composition.

First shows have a reputation for uncovering rare and unusual items, this event was no exception.
With 75 tables and 52 different dealers there were many rarities to be found.

Britains figures both boxed and unboxed were available in profusion, Colonel Donald Pudney, long
time collector, had for sale some Britains items in original boxes rarely offered at shows, these included a
number of Paris Office pieces, the rare set 72 Lifeguards Past and Present, and set #1536 The Colonials.

The show had an international element with the participation of Jean Tisne from France who had for
sale autographed copies of his new book on Quiralu, French dealer Françoise Beaumont, Arnold Rolak
and Lou Sandbote from Texas and German composition dealer Thomas Finck.

W.Britains/First Gear and the W Britains Collectors club attended and mounted an exhibition of
Britains factory archive material. James Opie and his wife Mary represented Bonhams Auctioneers and
Hugo Marsh from Christies was accompanied by Charles Biggs who’s collection is soon to be auctioned
at the South Kensington auction room.

Most of the UK’s dealers in old lead figures enjoyed good trading days and for those looking for the
rarer plastic items a good selection was available.

The accompanying photo gallery gives a flavor of the show.

Next event September 2nd 2006  -  See this issue for full details

SHOW REPORT

FREE ENTRY
to Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier Show

Saturday, September 2nd, 2006
Bring this coupon or magazine with you 

for FREE ENTRY to the Show!
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Found at the Show
NNoorrmmaann  JJoopplliinn’’ss  OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  aanndd  FFiigguurree  SShhooww  MMaayy  22000066

SHOW REPORT

Rare Unidentified Plaster Composition Robinhood Set

Britains Paris Office French Gun Team

Heralds Largest Plastic Display Set An overview of Lynn Kenwood’s table, Britains Plastic Garden Display,
Phillip Segal Nursery Rhyme Figures and other Civilian items

Rare Faber/Carman/Argosy Composition Royalty Figures
with original boxes

French Aluminum Pinnochio Set

Malleable Mouldings Plastic Boxed Circus Set

Rare Britains Set #72 Past and
Present Life Guards

Rare Herald Plastic Zoo Display SetBritains Barrage Balloon and
Winch in original box
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY
Arnold Rolak from Texas and 

Colonel Donald Pudney displayed 
a wide range of Pre-war Britains

Hugo Marsh of Chrities and 
Charles Biggs former 

Britains employee

Doug Treadwell 
Bottom Right: 

Ken Simmonds

John and Jane Waterworth were selling part
of their private 

collection.

Madame and Monsieur Tisne
author of the Quiralu book.

Andy Morant with former TSC Editor Rob Hendrie Bill Kingsman
long time dealer 

in Old Britains

Francois Beaumont
proprietor of 
La Boite De Soldats
in Paris

Peter and Eileen Rumsey
with thier eclectic mix of

Hollocast figures

Christian Keller
from 

Pennsylvania
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY
Nils Fischer,
Jacqueline Wilson
and Sue Joplin
relaxing after 
the show

Legendary Old Toy Soldier
dealer Ged Haley with 

his wife Monica

Thomas Finck Composition dealer
from Germany

Mary and James Opie
on the Bonhams
stand

Mark Avery with the W.Britains archive exhibition

Lou Sandbote from Texas with British dealer Adrian Little

Tony Harrington obviously pleased
with his latest acquistion

Stephen Dance - 
British Model 

Soldier Society
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Craig King disposing of his 
personal collection

Donna Celebi 
with father 
John Rollins
from New York

Bryan Charman offering
German Compositon Figures

Plastic dealers left to right:
John Begg, Steve and Linda Weston

Andrew  Woodall

Show organzer Norman Joplin with dealer
Sally Manson

Dennis and Delia Slack 
with US Dealer Julia Moed

Pigi Brunozzi from France
Hermoine Todd

SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY

Photos by Philip Dean
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SHOW REPORT

The 65th annual M.F.C.A. show at Valley Forge Convention
Center. King of Prussia. Pennsylvania took place on Friday and
Saturday May 5 & 6

This show opens Friday at noon to the public and dealer set
up starts early the same morning, all day trading and public
entry is Saturday and the venue is split between the vendors
area and the competition area.

Painting and modeling exhibitions and competitions,
(M.F.C.As mainstay) take place all day Saturday while old and
new toy soldier dealers and manufacturers sell in the vendors
area. Despite there being many dealers selling old toy soldiers
of high quality and the fact that many rare and interesting items
still show up at this event, there is no doubt that this side of the
hobby at this particular show has declined in recent years.

The 2005 show had less tables than before and there was
a marked decline again in May 2006 with the vendors being well
spread out in the huge exhibition area, a number of regular
dealers in the older style figures were missing, although many
turned up to “walk around” 

Those who were in attendance selling old toy soldiers and
figures included Joe Saine, Joe Wallis, Michael Mattimore, Ray
Haradin, Christian Keller, Ron Ruddell, Bill O’Brien, Mike Shaw,

Ed Wilson, Bob Hevner, Bob Shoulberg, Bill Graver, Thomas
Finck, Ed Gries, Tom Litras, Art Ward, and Jefferson Hobbs.

Almost all of the manufacturers of new toy soldiers were
represented as well as many of the Russian manufacturers.

Britains /First Gear had on display the new and forthcom-
ing issues from their superb line of History of the British Army
and it was good to see that the company is making great efforts
to keep the interest in the more traditional figures going.

Attendance at the show seemed somewhat sluggish and
spread out over the two days certainly made the venue far from
“buzzing”

MFCA advertises to the minimum and this is probably
reflected in the numbers that come through the door.

Old Toy Soldier dealers seemed rather dwarfed within the
spacious surrounding and one wonders, given the rumors of an
impending move to another venue, whether there may be a
need for a smaller focused dateline Old Toy Soldier event on the
eastern side of the USA during the spring?

As far as the competition area was concerned it is relevant
to note the absence of any entries in the Old Toy Soldier sec-
tion, Bill O’Brien and Jim Hillestad have in the past entered and
won this competition.

MMiinniiaattuurree  FFiigguurree  CCoolllleeccttoorrss  ooff  AAmmeerriiccaa  ((MM..FF..CC..AA..))  ••  MMaayy  22000066
By Norman Joplin

Bob Hevner
Samples of future releases from the Britains

History of the British Army Line Joe Saine

Bill Graver and Joe Wallis Alan Ball Britains Designer
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY

Michael Mattimore

Brad James of MFCARare Britains Set #255 offered by Michael
Mattimore

Mike Shaw and Bob Hornung

L to R Joan Shoulberg, Ellen Beurklin and Allen Ernst

Rare Heyde Ancient Olympic Figures found at Valley Forge Show

Photos by Noel Schalgter
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SHOW PREVIEW

If you collect Old Toy Soldiers and Figures in lead, Plastic or Composition, then as the show title sug-
gests, this is the show you must attend.

A dateline event restricted to products produced before 1980, the show is unique in concept with the
emphasis on quality items and an incredible selection of old toy soldiers and figures are on offer from the
worlds leading dealers.

All of the United Kingdoms major traders in old Britains, Mignot, Heyde, Elastolin, Lineol and Lucotte,
etc. will be in attendance; in addition, dealers from the USA, France, Germany and Italy will be represented,
maintaining the international element for which the show is renowned.

A unique aspect of the show is that over 50% of the dealers attending do not participate in any other
British toy soldier shows, thus offering the collectors the opportunity to buy items rarely available at shows.

Ray Haradin will be among the US participants and a copy of Old Toy Soldier Magazine will be given as
part of the admission charge to the first 100 paying customers.

W.Britain/First Gear will again attend with a different display of vintage archival material from the
Britains Company.

Mark Avery, W. Britains Collectors Club manager and editor of the Standard will have a display of the
current range of History of the British Army recently issued by the company.

Christies and Bonhams Auctioneers will be on hand to appraise toy soldier collections and Toy Soldier
Collector magazine from the UK will be attending for the first time.

The show opens to the public at 10.30am, admission is three pounds, with early trade buyers tickets
available from 6.30am at a price 0f 15 pounds.

The Holiday Inn is an ultra modern venue with superb customer facilities including Restaurants, Irish
Pub and Coffee shop and has gained much acclaim from the trade and public alike who attended the event
in May. (See show report in this issue of OTS)

The Hotel is situated in Coram Street Bloomsbury, yards from the Russell Square Underground Station,
Piccadilly Line and is only a 2 minute walk from The Royal National.

Kings Cross and Euston Rail stations are within a 10 minute walk and the area is served by the
Heathrow Airbus.

The Holiday Inn is offering a special room rate for the weekend of the show and details can be obtained
by calling the hotel directly.

NNoorrmmaann  JJoopplliinn’’ss  OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  aanndd  FFiigguurree  SShhooww  ((UUKK))
SSaattuurrddaayy  22nndd  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22000066

HHoolliiddaayy  IInnnn,,  BBlloooommssbbuurryy,,  LLoonnddoonn  •• CCoorraamm  SSttrreeeett
AAccaaddeemmyy  BBooookkeerr  aanndd  TTuurrnneerr  SSuuiitteess  ••  1100..3300  aamm  ––  44..ppmm

By Norman Joplin

SSSSAAAATTTTUUUURRRRDDDDAAAAYYYY    2222nnnndddd OOOOFFFF    SSSSEEEEPPPPTTTTEEEEMMMMBBBBEEEERRRR    2222000000006666

ADMISSION £3
Entry to the PUBLIC - 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM • Early Bird entry from 6:30 AM - £ 15 

Holiday Inn London - Bloomsbury
Coram Street, London WC1N 1HT

The Turner and Booker Suites
(SEE AD IN THIS ISSUE) AND NOT AS PREVIOUSLY ADVERTISED

(Only 2 minute walk north of Russell Square Underground Station 
and 1 minute east of the Royal National Hotel)

Change 

of Venue



SATURDAY 2nd OF SEPTEMBER 2006SATURDAY 2nd OF SEPTEMBER 2006
Holiday Inn London - Bloomsbury
Coram Street, London 
WC1N 1HT
The Turner and Booker Suites
(Only 2 minute walk north of Russell Square 
Underground Station and 1 minute east of the 
Royal National Hotel)

ADMISSION £3
Entry to the PUBLIC - 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Early Bird entry from 6:30 AM - £ 15 

For further details contact:
Norman Joplin
Telephone: 001-262-692-3913
e-mail: info@normanjoplin.com

Rob Wilson
Telephone: 01926 496062

This is a dateline show for old toy soldier
and figures, pre 1980 vintage 

FFFFRRRREEEEEEEE
PPPPRRRR IIII ZZZZEEEE
DDDDRRRRAAAAWWWW
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JJuuddiiaannnn  &&  BBoobb  OO’’CCoonnnneellll  ••  77229966  OOaakkmmoonntt  DDrriivvee  ••  SSaannttaa  RRoossaa,,  CCAA  9955440099

((770077))  553377--77662200 catalog available for $1
Email: oconnell1888@earthlink.net

Web Site: http//:www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info/

The National Capital Model Soldier Society
presents

The 45th Annual
Washington Show

Saturday
9am-5pm

August 19, 2006
NoVA Community College
Ernst Cultural Center Gymnasium Show Information:
8333 Little River Turnpike www.geocities.com/ncmss/
Annandale, Virginia Show Chairman: Glenn Merritt
Hotel Accommodations: (703) 938-6361; merrittg@crols.com
Fairview Park Marriott Hotel Vendor Contact: Charles Honour
(800) 228-9290 or (703) 849-9400 (703) 426-0700; granddads@starpower.net
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DAN MORPHY 
Phone: 717-335-3435  

Email: danmorphy@dejazzd.com

SATURDAY 
AUGUST 26, 2006

9 AM - 3 PM 
YORK FAIRGROUNDS 

EXPO CENTER 
* WEST MARKET STREET * 

York, Pennsylvania 
Set Up Day - 

Friday, August 25, 2006 
10AM - 5PM 

Early Buyer - 
Friday, August 25, 2006 10AM $50.00 *

General Admission $7.00 

OVER 400 QUALITY DEALERS 
***NOW ACCEPTING QUALITY DEALERS***



26



27



28



29



30

WWHHAATT  BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  MMIIGGHHTT  HHAAVVEE  MMAADDEE  
BB  SSCCAALLEE  FFIIGGUURREESS  PPAARRTT  IIII  

By Bill Grant 

A brief discussion of Britains, small size (44mm) Band W series figures appears in Part I of this article
(OTS vol. 30, no. 1) along with a look at some B size figures Britains never made of European armies and
British colonial forces. Part II will cover types of the British Army which never appeared in Britains B or W
ranges but which might well have done so.

Britains produced a limited number of British cavalry and infantry regiments in B scale. For example,
lancers were represented by the 17th Lancers in review order and the 16th Queen's Lancers in tropical serv-
ice dress. The latter regiment's first version featured scarlet tunics and white helmets while the second version
was in khaki. A rather generic fixed arm lancer without lance appeared in the W range that might possibly be
designated a 12th Lancer, although this is not clear. Line infantry, fusiliers and Guards regiments were on line,
many in different positions than those represented in the Standard, 54mm Size.

As Scots regiments have always been popular with collectors and the general public, it seems surprising
that only three, small sized figures were produced, two in the B series and one in W range. The first B figure is
something of a puzzle.. Although listed as a Cameron Highlander, this figure in tropical service dress has a
white sporran and a dark green kilt neither of which is appropriate for a Cameron. A much later figure in
review order was also designated a Cameron Highlander but this time the sporran was, correctly, black (dark
grey) with white tassels. Unlike most B figures, the base is square which suggests that its mold was also used
for the W series Highlander later on. The W figure was in review order, second grade paint, minus a tartan and
sported a white hackle on the bonnet. About all that can be said about this Scotsman is that he can not be
Black Watch.

Left to right: Britains W figure upon which all of the subsequent figures were based.:
Somerset Light Infantry, Royal Marine Artillery and King's Royal Rifle Corps. 

Britains might have made these B scale units but didn't: Somerset Light
Infantry in the front rank followed by The Royal Marine Artillery. They are
all based upon the Britains W figure which leads the group. 
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WWHHAATT  BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  MMIIGGHHTT  HHAAVVEE  MMAADDEE  (Cont.)
The Scots regiment's poor showing in small scale, energized me to take some corrective measures. I tack-

led Lowland regiments first as none was ever made in 44mm. Sets were constructed of the King's Own
Scottish Borderers, slope arms, the Highland Light Infantry and the Cameronians at the trail, complete with
officers. Britains could have produced all three regiments from a single body mold and three head molds,
although the HLI and Cameronians might have squeaked by using the same head. After all, that's what hap-
pened in the Standard range. As for Lowland officers, none was ever made by Britains in any of its hollow cast

The first model on the left will be used to make a mold of a B scale
Highlander running at the trail. The next B figure is Britains' so called
Cameron Highlander. A soldier and officer of the Gordon Highlanders
which follow in line are repainted W range figures. 

From the left.: Britains B scale figures- 11th (PAO) Hussars, 17th Lancers, 12th
(PWO) Lancers (repainted W figure), 16th Queens Lancers (service dress) and two
models not made by Britains, 3rd Kings Own Hussars and 15th King's Hussars. 

B scale figures never made by Britains: The King's Royal Rifle Corps
followed by 6th Inniskilling Dragoons and 2nd Dragoon Guards
(Queen's Bays). 

Britains B figures, rear row, front to back, 11th (PAO) Hussars, 17th
Lancers (review order) and 16th Queen's Lancers (service dress). Front
row: B scale figures of regiments never made by Britains: 15th King's
Hussars and 3rd Kings Own Hussars. 

Front to rear ranks B size figures of The Highland Light Infantry, The
Cameronians and the King"s Own Scottish Borderers. No Lowland reg-
iments were ever included in Britains B or W ranges. 
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WWHHAATT  BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  MMIIGGHHTT  HHAAVVEE  MMAADDEE  (Cont.)

Left to Right Highland Light Infantry, Scottish Borderers and The Cameronians

Reconstruction of a Royal Engineers' wagon using figures from
Britains B series, Royal Horse Artillery (service dress).

ranges. JHillCo did make one but it was incorrectly wearing a plaid. In addition to the Lowland troops men-
tioned above, I am currently working on a Highlander running at the trail, but it is only in design phase as we
go to press.

Other foot figures that could have graced the B series are those of a rifle regiment, light infantry regiment
and, of course, the Royal Marines. I have recently added the King's Royal Rifle Corps, the Somerset Light
Infantry and the Royal Marine Artillery to my forces. It is rumored that Britains did turn out a rifleman by paint-
ing line infantry figures dark green, but I have never seen one. Such a rifleman, however, would have worn a
home service helmet and not the fur cap adopted circa 1890.

As far as British cavalry are concerned, my aim has been to increase the number of regiments in my col-
lection either by repainting B series figures or making new ones. As many B cavalry had moveable arms one
can achieve quite a bit of variation by changing about arms and the different weapons they carry. My goal is to
produce all thirty-two British cavalry regiments plus some Yeomanry as well.

Except for two sets of Royal Horse Artillery, Britain's didn't produce any other horse drawn or other spe-
cialized units in the B range. However, by repainting and minor conversion, I have come up with a colour party
of the Coldstream guards and a Royal Engineer wagon with men in service dress. And what of the future?
Just for starters, think of bands, mountain artillery, medical units and pontoon sections not to mention action
figures. B figure collectors are fortunate in the rich world of opportunity and challenge that accompanies them.
For example, many different hussar regiments can easily be converted from existing figures by application of a
few dabs of paint to plumes and busby bags. If one can make simple molds of new heads and arms, another
level of variability can be achieved. And if one is up to making more complicated, three or four piece molds,
the possibilities are unlimited. Good luck to all.

This colour party of the Coldstream Guards is a reconstruction
derived from Britains 44 mm. B figures. 
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AUCTION REVIEW

The auction of the Wentworth Collection of Britains Military Soldiers on Thursday 4 May provided
Vectis with another record result achieving a total of £330,000.

An auction of over 750 quality lots, the sale included many boxed examples of early (pre 1905), rare
and unlisted variants of Britains’ military sets and ‘Paris Office’ examples including sets not officially listed
in the Britain’s catalogue.

Highlights of the sale include a set of Boer Cavalry, 1899 version selling for £1530 and Boer Infantry,
1900 version realising £1760 both had estimates of £800 each. Maintaining the considerable interest in
this period of history, a set of early South Australian Lancers achieved a staggering £2115 - double the
estimate. Lot 597, which featured on the inside back cover the ‘special edition’ catalogue, which in itself
will prove an excellent reference for Britains collectors, was a 1909 Boer War Army Supply Column made
by Britains for the wholesale firm of C.F.Eckardt, achieving £7750.

Large display sets proved popular with an early Set 72 The Life Guards 1937 and 1897 version mak-
ing £6580 and another early Set 73 British Army Presentation Case 1908 version achieving £6110.

An interest in any items depicting Greek and Balkan figures resulted with £2150 being realised for
an early set of Greek Cavalry, £1175 for Greek Infantry and £940 for a set of Montenegrin Infantry.

Finally the rare figures from early Paris Office production brought about an intense bidding contest –
a boxed Naval Gun Team made £3055. A single Mounted Officer achieved £630, a boxed set of Spanish
Dragoons sold for £3400 and a Supply Wagon of the same Dragoons realised £3760.

For a full set of results visit www.vectis.co.uk

All prices include commission

RReeccoorrdd  RReessuulltt  ffoorr  WWeennttwwoorrtthh  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  
ooff  BBrriittaaiinnss  SSoollddiieerrss  
aatt  VVeeccttiiss  AAuuccttiioonnss

MMaayy  44tthh  22000066
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AUCTION PREVIEW
BBoonnhhaamm''ss  AAuuccttiioonn  PPrreevviieeww

By Norman Joplin
James Opie has submitted the following photographs previewing some of the items to be auctioned at

Bonham's in London on November 15th 2006. In addition, James reminds us of the inclusion of the Heyde
English Parade display set featured in OTS Volume 30 # 1.

See Bonham's advertisement in this issue for further details

Heyde Box Numbered 1269 English Parade

Scarce Besold Belgian Infantry with Mounted Officer, Foot Officer
and Buglar - 65mm Scale

Sixteen Piece Group of Paris Office US Infantry in Khaki - Beiser
Figures and a Cheuffer Style Officer

Morestone Gipsy Caravan with Original BoxBritains Set #124 Irish Guards Lying Firing Unusual Legs Apart
Version but Still with Gaiters
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AUCTION PREVIEW

Two major collections of toy soldiers and related items are to be offered by Christies London in November
2006 reports Hugo Marsh head of Christie’s toy department South Kensington.

TThhee  HHaannkk  SSiiggoouurrnneeyy  CCoolllleeccttiioonn
Prominent US collector and former dealer Hank Sigourney, has consigned a major part of his collection of

rare Britains toy soldiers and civilian figures together with a number of extremely rare, early mechanical toys
produced by Britains in the late 1880s.

Many boxed sets of Britains Military early version sets are featured.
Britains Paris Office figures are also included along with fine civilian items by other British hollow cast

companies, including, Johillco, Charbens, Cherilea, Crescent, Taylor and Barrett, Timpo, Segal and Pixyland.
The inclusion in this section of a number of rare Space related and Comic Character items is indicative of

the scope of Mr Sigourney’s wide ranging collection.
In addition, figures by Continental makers Mignot, Heyde and M.I.M. are included.
A number of items from the collection were bought by Mr Sigourney from both the Britains Archive and

Arnold Rolak reference collections.
The following list is only a small part of the featured items within this collection.

CChhrriissttiieess  ––  LLoonnddoonn  SSoouutthh  KKeennssiinnggttoonn
MMoonnddaayy  NNoovveemmbbeerr  2200tthh 22000066

Rare Britains Mechanical Hobby
Horse General 

Circa 1880

Britains Rare Factory Sample Card containing
Christmas items circa 1932. 

Previously offered via the Britains Archive Auction

Britains Paris Office FiguresPixeyland/Kew Tiger Tim Characters

Britains Mechanical Footrace with original
wooden box Circa 1880

Britains Rare Salvation Army Set #10



37

AUCTION PREVIEW
TThhee  CChhaarrlleess  BBiiggggss  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  BBrriittaaiinnss  oorriiggiinnaall  FFoouunnddrryy  PPllaasstteerr  PPaatttteerrnnss  

aanndd  mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg  iitteemmss..
Over 750 of the original Plaster Patterns will offered, they include many rare and unusual items and in

some cases also include the actual Master figure.
Many of the Plaster Patterns are of historical value from the point of view of research and confirm the exis-

tence of a number of items made by Britains which have not yet come to light. Examples include the Scrooge
and Micawber Busts, mentioned in the Smallwood Factory notebooks these items still remain undiscovered by
today’s collectors, yet the Plaster Patterns bear testimony to their manufacture (See article in this issue by
Charles Biggs)

In addition to the Plaster Patterns many of the original head moulds are included in the sale, these heads
being interchangeable on various moulds at the manufacturing stage.

The experimental paint spray shields for the un-issued Toy Town Figures along with Plaster Patterns are
another unique item in the sale.

The total of approximately 750 represents about half of the Patterns thought to have been made and
includes many items from the nineteen thirties when Britains were prolific in making models for outside com-
panies, examples in this section include Cococubs, Buck Rogers, Disney Characters with separate patterns
for the removable heads, Snow White and Dwarfs and Felix the Cat, etc.

The figure of Felix was never marked with the Britains name and the discovery of the Pattern confirms that
the figure generally referred to as Britains was indeed made by the company.

The main collection of Patterns is of Military items and while the catalog is still being prepared there are
bound to be many interesting and possibly unique finds amongst this section.

Plaster Pattern for a
Comic Character

never produced.The
Pattern is marked

"Jerry"

Britains Kneeling Khaki Firing Soldier Pattern

Britains Micawber Bust

Britains Running Footballer Pattern

Britains Scrooge Bust

US Girl Scout unissued Figure Plaster Pattern

Felix the Cat Plaster Pattern
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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn..
Plasters as they were known in the trade, so called because they are produced by casting superfine

plaster of paris on to the original model (usually made from modelling wax or lead) 
Interestingly, Britains used to make their own modelling materials, purchasing a propriety brand of

modelling wax and then adding extra sulphur powder giving extra strength and stability to the wax.
The plaster patterns, some three or four pieces when completed are an exact representation of the

finished brass die that will be used in the hollow casting process.
A process it is said that W.Britains Ltd: invented over one hundred years ago, to save material and

therefore cutting cost over their European competitors who were producing solid lead models Britains
actually came to dominate the market with the new lighter, cheaper models.

TThhee  PPllaasstteerr  PPaatttteerrnnss..
The plaster patterns that I own, represents an sizable range of W.Britains Ltd: hollow cast lead mod-

els that were produced in the period from 1893 until 1960, they include many rarities and in some cases
confirm the existence of models previously though not to have been produced.

Some examples of these items are the Micawber and Scrooge busts along with the US Girl Scout fig-
ure featured in the Christies auction preview.

The patterns are often made up of four pieces or more, the two main side sections and inserts, called
cores, these provide for easy removal of the castings from the finished mould, avoiding sections called
undercuts, this same process as been used for centuries by various civilisations to produce statues and
artistic objects.

HHooww  tthhee  PPllaasstteerr  PPaatttteerrnnss  PPrrooggrreesssseedd  TToo  CCaassttiinngg  TToooollss..
When the plaster pattern is completed (a very skilled affair) it has to be completely dried and free

from all moisture, then it is given several coats of shellac, to protect and strengthen its surface.
It is now ready for the brass foundry, here it will be coated in graphite powder, giving it its black

appearance, and making it much easier to remove from the sand casting box, it is then in-cased in cast-
ing sand when removed, leaving a cavity ready to receive the molten brass that is poured into the cavity
through a runner system. We now have the basic brass mould, basic because it has now to be fitted back
together by the engineer, who will then pass it on to the engraver to have the model cavity cleaned and
polished; the engraver will also engrave all the original detail back into the cavity, that may have been lost
in the casting.

This has to be done as gravity sand casting is a rather crude method of casting which leaves the sur-
face in a rough state, resulting in sections of the cavity often being filled in, the engraver will re-cut any
such parts using the plaster pattern as his guide.

The cavity is then passed back to the engineers to have a steel-casting cup, and spring added, finally
the casting tongs are fitted that enable the caster to manipulate the mould when casting.

An experienced caster would have been expected to produce a figure casting every four seconds
(depending on size) and paid on his output (piece work), naturally larger models would take a longer
casting cycle.

This article is copyright, and should not be produced in part or entirety without the authors or his agent’s
permission.

Copyright 2005 Charles Biggs

WW..BBrriittaaiinnss  PPllaasstteerr  PPaatttteerrnnss
By Charles W. Biggs
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KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN FLEECE AND BESPOKE HERALDIC MINIATURES

IN COURTENAY SIZE AND THE HIGHLY PRAISED FLEUR DE LYS

CONVERSIONS FROM THE KNIGHTS OF AGINCOURT

NEW BOOK! Previewing at Chicago
“The Knights and Figures of Roy  Selwyn- Smith”

Full details of over forty Selwyn-Smith Knights.  
Full colour plates, including the Selwyn-Courtenay and

Selwyn Ping figures  and previously unseen master patterns
in a 60 page A5 book, only £12.95 ($25.00)

Postage UK & Europe  £1.50 ($2.75)
Airmail USA & Rest of World £2.50 ($4.50)

Regular free lists of Toy Knights, everything from Courtenay to Cherilea, for sale.

STILL AVAILABLE! “ Toy Knights- The Other 100 Years War” £40.00 ($75.00)

SEE US AT ALL THE LONDON & CHICAGO SHOWS IN 2007

The Great Book Of Britains, 
Limited Edition by James Opie

Offering a very 
limited number of 
this out of print book.
Over 600 full color
pages make this the
ultimate reference
book. Includes 
limited edition set 
of Scots Greys Color
Party.  Price $500 
Standard edition $400

RAY HARADIN  TOYS OF YESTERYEAR
1039 Lakemont Dr. • Pittsburgh, PA 15243

1-800-349-8009  or 412-343-8733 • fax 412-344-5273
Shipping and handling $25, 

overseas shipping $50.
®

Upper Town Cottage, Berrington, Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire, WR15 8TH, U.K.
Tel/fax +44 (0) 1584 811533 • email: knights@petercowan.co.uk 
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BBeellggiiaann  CCoommppoossiittiioonn  FFiigguurreess  ––  ““CCiivviilliiaannss””
PPaarrtt  IIII  

By Vincent J. Russo & Patrice Servais

IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn
Our readers may recall that in our last article (Old Toy Soldier, Winter 2006, Volume 29 Number 4) we fea-

tured civilian composition figures, not only from “Durso”, but also from “Clairon”, another Belgium Company.
In this article we will continue that discussion, but will also add coverage of a third Belgium maker of com-

position figures, “Nazaire Beeusaert”, or simply “NB”.

BBaacckkggrroouunndd
As we reported previously, “civilian” production can be divided into six (6) major groupings:

1) Railroad
2) Garage
3) Civilians in plain clothes
4) Scouts
5) Farm
6) Hunter & Fisherman

Our earlier article focused on the first three groupings. In this issue we will feature the remaining three.

II..  SSccoouuttss
The Boy Scout movement was started by British Lord Robert Baden-Powell in the early 1900’s as a result

of his experiences during the Boer (Dutch) War in Transvaal in South Africa.
In 1899, having to secure the town of Mafeking, and lacking enough soldiers to do the job, Lord Baden-

Powell utilized “idle boys of the streets” to assist him in the gathering of intelligence. This ploy proved most
successful and Baden-Powell was declared a “hero”.

Lord Baden-Powell was so impressed with the performance and courage of these young boys, that in
1907 he started the first “Boy Scout” organization on the British island of Browsea, and in 1908 developed the
five (5) “Codes of Conduct” and introduced the slogan “Do a good turn every day”.

It was a “good turn” that so impressed millionaire Chicago publisher, William Dickson Bryce during a visit
to London in 1909, that led to the incorporation of the “Boy Scouts of America” in Washington, D.C. on
February 8, 1910.

Scouting soon expanded into many additional countries, and in 1920 Lord Baden-Powell was named
“World Scoutmaster”.

““DDuurrssoo””  SSccoouuttss
We are nearly certain that Michel Klimov introduced his first

“scout” figures in 1935. At this time these figures were marked
“Fabrication Belge” or “Belgium” under the base.

Eight (8) different scout figures of this early production are
known to exist. Shortly after the official founding of the Durso
Company in 1938, scouts appeared in the Durso catalogs of
1939 and 1940, but the number of figures (marked “Durso”) was
reduced to five (5).

The three (3) figures “dropped” from production were:

The scout figures remaining “in the line” were:
Cat. No. Description

9010 Scout Marching
9011 Scout Taking Oath
9012 Scout Master
9013 Scout Crawling
9014 Cub Scout Standing

Left - Scout Sitting on Ground
Center - Scout Sitting With Outstretched Arms

Right - Scout Sitting on Rock With Legs Crossed
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BBeellggiiaann  CCoommppoossiittiioonn  FFiigguurreess  ––  ““CCiivviilliiaannss””  (Cont.)

After 1940, the “Scouts” disappeared from the 
Durso catalogs and presumably were no longer produced.

As one might expect, these figures are now most sought 
after by collectors and thus are “rare and expensive”.

““CCllaaiirroonn””  SSccoouuttss
Please refer to our previous article for background on the company.

““UUnnkknnoowwnn””  SSccoouuttss
The following photos depict

scouts in various poses. These
are definitely composition figures 
of Belgian origin, but are unmarked
(could be “Strella” or “GJ”)

IIII..  FFaarrmm
““DDuurrssoo””  FFaarrmm
The Durso Company produced 

various figures depicting life on the farm.
These were:

9029 A Miller carrying sack
9029 B Miller carrying firewood
9030 Berger (shepherd)
9031 Female farmer milking
9032 Female farmer carrying bucket
9033 Farme
9034 Boy hunting geese
9035 Girl in barnyard

Left - #9012, Center - #9014, Right - #9010#9011

#9013

Left - #9029 B  Right - #9029 A #9030

Scouts by “Clairon”



44

BBeellggiiaann  CCoommppoossiittiioonn  FFiigguurreess  ––  ““CCiivviilliiaannss””  (Cont.)

““CCllaaiirroonn””  FFaarrmm
Clairon made figures of male 

and female farmers in different poses.

NNaazzaaiirree  BBeeeeuussaaeerrtt  ((““NNBB””))  FFaarrmm
This is a convenient opportunity to present a brief history of “NB”. (Our readers must be advised that infor-

mation on this company is “sketchy”, at best)
Prior to 1939 Bon Marche, a Belgran “dimestore”, sold composition figures which were supplied by a Russian

artisan from Brussels.
The Russian’s company name was “Strella Bruxelles”. (This we determine from the “NB” catalog which stat-

ed, “molds for production were obtained from Strella Bruxelles”). However, since identical figures also had “GJ”
embossed under the base, this suggests that the Russian may have worked for “GJ”, another Belgian composi-
tion company.

A portion of the Russian’s production was sold directly to the public, but those figures which were supplied
to Bon Marche all had “BM” embossed under the base.

All of this production ended in 1939 when the Russian decided to leave Belgium and go to the United States,
presumably to escape the “war” in Europe.

In search of another supplier, an employee of Bon Marche, Mr. Goblet, contacted Nazaire Beeusaert, a
Belgian toy manufacturer located in Dienze and specializing in the production of cardboard horses for small chil-
dren to ride. Mr. Goblet informed “NB” that certain molds for composition figures were for sale, and if “NB” were
interested, they could buy the molds and continue to supply Bon Marche. The molds were purchased and “NB”
indeed started to produce composition figures in 1939 and continued until 1959.

Bon Marche was supplied with figures that originally had “BM” embossed under the base, but gradually over
time, the “BM” was replaced by “NB”.

It is interesting to note that this series of events often resulted in the same figure with:
a. No name on the base (which were figures made by the Russian and which many collectors have long 

believed may have been “GJ”, but this has never been substantiated)
b. “BM” on the base (produced by the Russian and then by NB for sale exclusively to Bon Marche)
c. “NB” on the base (whether these figures were ever sold directly to the public can not be confirmed at 

this time)
Undoubtedly the same molds were used to produce all of these figures, and as we may suspect, the quali-

ty of the end product suffered over time through constant use. We thus note that for identical figures:
a. “Unmarked” figures are in general, Excellent
b. “BM” figures are in general, Good – Very Good
c. “NB” figures are in general, Fair – Good

Left - #9035  Center - #9031  Right - #9034#9033 #9032

Farmer in 2 Poses Female Farmer in 2 Poses



#9041 - Fisherman
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BBeellggiiaann  CCoommppoossiittiioonn  FFiigguurreess  ––  ““CCiivviilliiaannss””  (Cont.)
We also are fairly certain that, in many cases, NB fabricated new molds for new figures, and that is why we

only find certain figures with “BM” and “NB” on the base (but none that are unmarked)
As we alluded to earlier in this article,  some collectors believe that the unmarked figures, produced by the

Russian prior to 1939, were the output of either “Strella Bruxelles” or “GJ”, and that the Russian was an employ-
ee of one or perhaps even both of these companies.

““NNBB””  FFaarrmm
NB produced a few farm figures with “NB”

embossed on the base.
(These figures were sold to accompany a hay cart 
drawn by 2 horses)
The NB catalog has these listed as follows:

#38 Farmer
#38/1 Female Farmer
#38/8 Milk Maid
#40 Little Girl

IIIIII..  HHuunntteerr  &&  FFiisshheerrmmaann
““DDuurrssoo”” ““CCllaaiirroonn””

CCoonncclluussiioonn
The Authors hope you have enjoyed these articles on “Belgian Composition Civilians”. As with most manu-

facturers, “civilian life” was an integral part of the Toy Soldier scene.
We should note that we are always in constant search for new “discoveries” that perhaps could lead to yet a

3rd article on Civilians.

AAcckknnoowwlleeddggeemmeenntt
Photos by Veronique Servais

EEddiittoorr’’ss  NNoottee
See the advertisement for the book “Composition Figures of Belgium – The Durso Company” by Vincent J.

Russo, Bertel Bruun, and Lucien Maris on page 49 of this issue.

Left - Farmer Collecting Hay  Right - Farmer Pitching Hay

NB Farm Figures

Left - #9040B Game Warden
(in brown)

Right - #9040A Hunter 
(In green)

Second Version
Hunter (In green)

2 Versions of Fisherman

Hunter
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BOOK REVIEW
LLEESS  FFIIGGUURRIINNEESS  QQUUIIRRAALLUU  

By JM Tisne
Reviewed by Russ Bednarek

The 1950's witnessed the development of two new mediums of
importance to the toy soldier world;aluminum and plastic. As different
from each other as they are, so too is their success and popularity
among collectors.

Plastic toy soldiers remain immensely popular as proven by the
large volume of new figures constantly produced to satisfy eager col-
lectors. Plastic production has several advantages; cost of production,
volume of production, and the high degree of detail which may be
achieved.

Conversely, aluminum figures have never enjoyed anywhere near
the popularity of plastic, metal, or composition toy soldiers. Although unbreakable, aluminum suffers
from several disadvantages; the labor intensive casting process, the poor quality of detail possible,
and limited availability. Aluminum toy soldiers never captured a large market share, and as a result
were produced for a relatively short time.

Recently there has been a revived interest
in collecting aluminum figures. Perhaps either
the desire to venture into collecting a different
type of figure, or the art nouveau appearance
of the figures is responsible. Irregardless, the
aluminum collector is lacking a vital compo-
nent enabling him to build a collection---infor-
mation. Thankfully this void is satisfied by
Jean Michel Tisne and his masterful 2 volume
set, "Les Figurines Quiralu"

The French firm Quiralu was the major
producer of the aluminum figure. Quiralu
dominated the aluminum market, producing
both military and civilian figures with corre-
sponding pieces of equipment. The first seri-
ous work documenting Quiralu was "Les
Jouets Quiralu", by Alazet, Borsarello and
Giroud in 1995. This French text, 246 page
work contained well over 100 color photo-
graphs.

Monsieur Tisne has raised the bar consid-
erably with his "Les Figurines Quiralu".
Rather than merely presenting the collector
with a pictorial work, Tisne includes a wealth
of information within each photograph. An
intricate, yet simplistic letter and numerical
system, (fully explained in the first chapter),
instantly provide the reader with the rarity,



quality, date of production and Quiralu cata-
logue number of the pictured piece.

Volume I, "L'Armee Francaise", deals
with the French army from World War I
through the Algerian War of the 1950's. The
book is further broken down into Armee
Metropolitaine (units stationed in France),
infantry, cavalry, artillery, motorcycles and
L'Armee d'Afrique, (units stationed in
Africa),with it's colorful zouaves, spahis and
more. Subsequent chapters explore figures
of Marines, Paratroopers, Alpine, and the
Foreign Legion.

Volume II, "Les Themes Divers", exam-
ines the miscellaneous ranges of figures
and equipment. This diverse group includes
World War II armies, Wild West, Historic
Themes, Sports, Circus, and an extensive
Farm and related machinery range. The
same letter and numerical system employed
in Volume I is continued, providing a con-
stant criteria for the collector to evaluate
individual pieces.

Each volume is spiral bound allowing the
reader to conveniently examine pictures on
different pages without risking damage to
the book. The first chapter of each volume
explains and examines color variants. posi-
tions of the figures, and criteria used to
determine the date of production and rarity.
Printed on heavy gloss paper, as many as
eight color photographs may be found on a single page.

Volume I with its 170 pages, and the 159 page Volume II present the collector with literally several
hundred color photographs of Quiralu figures and equipment. The final chapter of each volume is
devoted to a listing of each piece pictured. This invaluable list provides the page, rarity, Quiralu cata-
logue number, and years the piece was produced.

For the Quiralu collector, or those contemplating collecting these French figures, "Les Figurines
Quiralu" is a definite "must have". Collectors should not be concerned with the French text, as most
of the book is self explanatory. Each volume is priced at 75 Euros, ($95) which may seem quite
expensive, but given the vast amount of information and photographs, "Les figurines Quiralu" is
worth the price. Monsieur Tisne is to be commended on his definitive work for the Quirlau collector.

AVAILABLE FROM:
A-C Librairie 

www.librairie-ac.com
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BOOK REVIEW (Cont.)
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 

Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A

must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

DDoonn  PPiieelliinn
110066  CCoottttoonnwwoooodd  DDrriivvee

SSttrreeaammwwoooodd,, IIlllliinniiooss  6600110077  
TTeelleepphhoonnee  663300--449977--11223399

EEmmaaiill:: ddiimmeessttoorreess@@aaooll..ccoomm
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USA & CANADA EUROPE
Remit $49.95 (USF To: Remit 45 Euro To:

V.J. Russo Patrice Servais
P.O. Box 1031 4 Les Magnolias
Woodbury, CT 4053 Embourg

Email: vindotti@erols.com Belgium
Email: servaispatrice@swing.be

Now Available
BRITAINS CIVILIAN TOY FIGURES

Norman Joplin, in association with Arnold Rolak, Philip Dean and
Joseph Kunzelmann

Concentrating on Britains products of a non-military nature produced
between 1880 and 1966, this all color book has eleven hundred plus
photographs and covers every aspect of civilian and non-military figures.

Farm, Zoo, Circus, Garden, Racehorses, Sports, Railway, Civilian
Vehicles, Footballers, Lilliput and Cococubs, including color variants
never before illustrated.

Order from: 
Norman Joplin, 535 Fir Street, Fredonia, WI 53021 

Telephone: 262.707.8401 or 262.692.3913 ••  Email: info@normanjoplin.com
Make checks to Norman Joplin. • $49.95 + $3.05 (S/H - within USA) = $53.00

NEW BOOK NOW AVAILABLE 
DIRECTLY FROM THE AUTHORS

TToo  oorrddeerr  ffrroomm  NNoorrmmaann  JJoopplliinn  iinn  UUSS  aanndd
CCaannaaddaa  oorr  oouuttssiiddee  ooff  EEuurrooppee..

Email info@normanjoplin.com 
Telephone 262 692 3913 or 

262 707 8401 
(on this number your  telephone number will be
shown on the display and I will call you back)

Payment by check can be sent directly to
Norman Joplin at 

535 Fir Street, Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021, USA

Cost of the book is $95 plus $4.60 Media
Mailing or $7.70 Priority Flat Rate Mailing For

mailing costs to Canada and the Rest of the
World (excluding UK and Europe please con-

tact as above)

TToo  oorrddeerr  ffrroomm  PPhhiilliipp  DDeeaann  iinn  TThhee  UUnniitteedd
KKiinnggddoomm  aanndd  EEuurrooppee

Email philip@philipedean.com
Telephone 07880 716304

Or send payment directly to Philip at
18 Sandringham Close

Bournemouth BH9 3QP
England.

Cost including mailing within the UK is
Seventy Nine Pounds, 

50p For mailing to Europe please contact
above for mailing rates

1500 Color Photographs, 384 pages covering 31 chapters arranged in thematic order and
documenting the products of over 70 manufacturers.

This book is a sequel to Britains Civilian Figures and the most comprehensive reference
work to be issued on the subject since the Great Book of Hollow Cast Figures in 1993
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KKRRAAZZYY KKLLOOWWNN  CCIIRRCCUUSS  
By Norman Joplin and Bob Denny

When Washington State collector and toy soldier dealer Bob Denny purchased a
set of plastic Krazy Klown Circus figures, a wooden Circus ring and some related
paperwork some years ago at a Sacramento California toy show, little did he realize
that he had stumbled across information leading to the identification of a previously
undocumented British toy figure manufacturer.

The paperwork in the form of correspondence from the British company Fraser
and Glass Limited contained information sent to a potential (unnamed) American
distributor, outlining the impending manufacture of the Krazy Klown line.

The Circus ring turned out to be a wooden prototype sent from the UK to
America for approval and the information within the letters confirmed the existence
of Fraser and Glass Limited.

Operating from Woodside Lane, North Finchley, London N.12. the firm’s letterhead states that they
were moulders of plastics and contractors to The Post Office and Air Ministry. According to advertise-
ments in Games and Toys Magazine, Fraser and Glass Limited had been in existence and connected
with the toy industry since 1917.

Dated July 29th 1948 and September 3rd 1948, the letters contain information relevant to today’s con-
tinuing research into early American plastic figure production, and a connection to Beton plastics

The letters are signed by J.S.Walker Technical Director and the heading on the letters lists the direc-
tors of the company as V.C. Webber, J Cryer, W.P. Fraser, P.W. Sinclair, & J.S Walker.

A logo on the top of the letterheads indicated that the firm was a member of the British Plastics
Federation.

The July 29th 1948 letter thanks the unnamed American distributor for their enquiry dated 20th July
1948 and informs that under separate cover a range of samples of the little clowns that have been devel-
oped and a wooden prototype Circus ring have been sent for approval.

The letter goes on to describe the various plans for a moulded plastic ring with a cardboard base and
states that a blueprint is also being submitted, the ring was to have a yellow colored cardboard base and
printed instructions on the underside and would be moulded in white plastic with the top being spray paint-
ed bright red.

Bob Denny

Complete (?) Collection of Krazy Klown Circus
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KKRRAAZZYY KKLLOOWWNN  CCIIRRCCUUSS  (Cont.)
The Clowns were to be issued initially in four sets,

Acrobatic, consisting of four or five various tableaux, a
Juggling act with the Clowns balancing on balls and
wheels etc, One Equestrienne and also Clowns on
Horseback together with individual horses.

A Ringmaster Clown was also produced and was an
adaptation of the standard Clown figure with an added
thin plastic strip representing a whip.

The Beton connection is that the horses that accompa-
ny the Clowns are obviously Beton, (See photograph).

Fraser and Glass mention in this letter that they
already have the moulds for the Circus Horses in the UK,
but indicate that moulds for the horses already exist in
Newark, New Jersey and are with a company named
Messrs. Desmoine.

The indication is that Fraser and Glass wanted the
American distributors to acquire the finished horses in
the US and add the Clowns to them if shipped to the dis-
tributor.

Continuing the breakdown of the Clowns, Fraser and
Glass state that all the Clowns are molded identically, but
where the arms are bent a subsequent operation is per-
formed by immersing the Clowns in hot water and press-
ing them into a jig, this gives a more realistic bend to the
arm and avoids complicated tooling.

Fraser and Glass further indicated that they proposed
putting the items into Woolworth’s in England and the
approximate cost would be 3 pence (English) per Clown. Krazy Klown Ring Master identified by the red paint on the

trousers which was not evident in the other figures.

Krazy Klown Acrobats

Krazy Klown Equestrienne Krazy Klown Jugglers and Acrobats
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KKRRAAZZYY KKLLOOWWNN  CCIIRRCCUUSS  (Cont.)
They were also working on a mechanical method of painting and that the series would be entitled

KRAZY KLOWN CIRCUS.
The range was scheduled to be exhibited in England at a trade fair in September 1948 and the

American distributor was advised that the July notification would give them two months head start on
other interested American parties.

Although no paperwork exists of any replies from the American distributor, a letter from Fraser and
Glass dated 3rd September 1948 acknowledges receipt of communication and notes that the samples
have arrived in the US.

The letter goes on to advise that it is anticipated that the company will be in production with F.W
Woolworth with the line in October 1948 and that after this date samples will be available to others in the
US, urging the distributor to make a decision on purchasing the product.

With no other follow up letters or correspondence available a number of questions still remain unan-
swered, the choice of the name and spelling of the line with the letter ‘K’.

Perhaps the letter ‘K’ was intended for use in the US only?
It is known that an English collector has an example of the cardboard and plastic Circus ring and that

the series name is printed as Crazy Clown Circus (‘C’) on the underside of the cardboard base, along
with a listing of the items available in the series.

Did Fraser and Glass purchase Beton horses from Desmoine in New Jersey? And did the unnamed
distributor in the US ever take up the rights to handle the line in America?

OTS would like to hear from collectors who may have owned these figures during the late nineteen
forties/early fifties.
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For sale at this
years Chicago Show

Items featured in this issue

Krazy Klown Circus Set

Faber - CarmAn - Argosy 
Royalty Figures 

with Original Boxes

See Norman Joplin at the show 
on 19th-24th of September 

or call in advance 262-692-3913
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UU..SS..AA..::
Buffalo, NY Adam, Meldrum, and Anderson Department Store
Chicago, IL Ace Hardware (6441 Milwaukee Avenue);

Wienecke’s Toy Shop (Glencoe, IL)
Clayton, MO The Record Bar
Coronado, CA Holland’s Bicycles
Corpus Christi, TX Lichenstein’s Department Store
Hollywood, CA Reginald Denny’s Hobby Shop
La Jolla, CA Prince and the Pauper Shop
Miami, FL Shoreland Arcade Hobby Shop
Milwaukee, WI T.A. Chapman Department Store
Nashville, TN McClure’s Department Store; Phillips and 

Bergdoff’’s Department Store
New Britain, CT Davidson and Leventhal Department Store
Ossining, NY Ben’s Hobby Shop
Palo Alto, CA A.E. Cramer’s Toy Box; Palo Alto, Bike and Toy Shop
Pittsburgh, PA Boggs and Buhl Department Store
Pittsfield, MA England Brothers Department Store
Portland, OR House of Toys
Port Washington, NY MacCoun’s Hobby and Craft Shop
Reseda, CA Neff’s; Victor’s Toy Store
Sausalito, CA Toys for Men
Tarrytown, NY Firestone Store; Levy’s Stationary; Rosenbaum’s Stationary;

Sunnyside Gifts
White Plains, NY Macy’s Department Store; Westchester Hobby Shop
Woolaston, MA Bussler’s (Mail Order)
Webster Grove, MO B. Dalton Bookstore (in 1952)

UUPPDDAATTEE::    WWhheerree  BBrriittaaiinnss  WWeerree  SSoolldd  BBeeffoorree  11996677  
By Joe Wallis
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UUNNIITTEEDD  KKIINNGGDDOOMM::
Cirencester, Gloucestershire, U.K. Bailey’s Department Store
Colby Bay, North Wales, U.K. Gilbert Emery Shop
Derby, Derbyshire, U.K. Ranby’s Department Store
Guernsey, Channel Island, U.K. N. Le Chaminant Store
London, U.K. Army and Navy Stores; British Home Stores; Jones and 

Higgins Department Store (Beckham); T.R. Roberts 
Department Store (Stratford); Waring and Gillow Stores

Malvern, Worcestershire, U.K. Warwick House Department Store
Sheffield, South Yorkshire, U.K. Cole’s Department Store

BBRRIITTIISSHH  CCOOMMMMOONNWWEEAALLTTHH::
Montreal, Quebec, Canada La Compagnie Paquet Department Store
Gibraltar Ernest Sanguinetti “General Importer”
Capetown, South Africa Stuttaford and Company Department Store
Nairobi, Kenya Banda Street Toy Shop

OOTTHHEERR  NNAATTIIOONNSS::
Dublin, Ireland Ledlie-Ferguson Department Store
Rome, Italy Commendator De Santis; Giacattoli Piazza Acilia; Mas

Finally, I received an interesting e-mail from Bill Schneider, a collector who grew up in Miami,
Florida. He provided the information about buying Britains at the Shoreland Arcade Hobby Shop in the
1950s (see accompanying photo of a Set #329 box with a shop sticker from that Miami Hobby Shop). Let
me quote what he had to say about Britains being sold in Havana: “Living in Miami, my father had busi-
ness in both the Bahamas and in Cuba (this was all pre-1959 and Castro). He would regularly bring me
sets from those places, where they were “cheaper.” None of the boxes have store names on them. I
traveled one time with him to Havana, where I bought some myself in a Department Store there . . . again
I don’t know the name.

UUPPDDAATTEE::    WWhheerree  BBrriittaaiinnss  WWeerree  SSoolldd  BBeeffoorree  11996677  (Cont.)
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LEFT RIGHT LEFT
� Specializing in Antique Toy Soldiers, 

Civilians, Farm, Garden, Hunt, RR 
and Zoo figures.

� All manufacturers carried including 
an extensive collection of prewar 
and postwar Britain’s.

� An authorized dealer of King and 
Country Collectibles

� We also carry vintage Sports 
Memorabilia and Collectibles

Stop by, email or contact us at:
74 Covert Ave

Stewart Manor, NY 11530
516-869-4137

email: JA41R@AOL.COM
www.left-right-left.com
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TThhee  RRaarreesstt  BBaarrccllaayy  MMiilliittaarryy  VVeehhiicclleess  
By Stan Alekna

Pictured are the six rarest Barclay military vehicles. BV21 and BV57 were the slush cast early versions of
the cannon and searchlight car with khaki paint and white tires. BV21 shown below is the only one of these vehi-
cles known with the intact cannon. Even the photo of BV21 in Richard O'Brien's Collecting American-Made TOY
SOLDIERS is absent the cannon as is the case with a great many of both versions of cannon and searchlight
cars. I am sure this occurred because the slush cast cannons and searchlights, which were the same for both
the first and second versions, were very thin in the areas where the pivot axle was inserted. BV83 and BV57A
were the die-cast second versions of these models with olive drab paint and with white tires as well. All four of
these vehicles are 4 inches long.

Perhaps even rarer than these four vehicles is the die-cast BV8 "Army Car with 2-bullhorns" pictured in two
versions. These are the only BV8's I have ever seen and I know of some very complete collections of Barclay
vehicles that are missing this little 23/4" jewel. The car body of the two versions is identical but the materials and
construction of the bullhorn apparatus are very different. The bullhorns on BV8 appear to be rivets that were
inserted into the cast housing. This BV8 came with an original Barclay factory tag which can be seen in the
photo. The bullhorns on BV8A were cast integrally to the housing and the apparatus affixed to the roof of the
car. Was one a prototype? If there were many more examples of one or the other, we might have a clue to this
dilemma but as it is, we'll probably never know. Incidently, Richard O'Brien and I are quite sure that BV8 and
BV86 are one and the same vehicle based on size and description.

Insofar as values go, actual prices paid for BV8, BV8A, BV21 ranged from $375 to $425 and for BV57,
BV57A and BV83, $225 to $250. All of the vehicles sold were rated between 95% and 99% paint.

Some might argue that BV18, the cannon car with the battery-powered headlight is as rare as the six mili-
tary vehicles described above but based on numbers seen and prices paid, I consider BV18 to be a distant 7th
in rarity.

The next time you see a bunch of little Matchbox and Japanese-made vehicles at a toy show or antique mar-
ket, you better dig around in there and see if there isn't a BV8 hiding in the pile.

Stan Alekna; 732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042; (717) 228-2361; email: salekna1936@yahoo.com 

BV21 BV57

BV83 BV57A

BV8 BV8A
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TThhee  MMiicchhaaeell  MM..  SScchhrreetteerr  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  
By Ray Haradin

The question is often asked, “How do
you build a great toy soldier collection?” The
response inevitably is “With a lot of money”.
Yes, a substantial investment is required but
a collection is far more than a bank tally,
and although it has been tried many times a
collection cannot be assembled overnight,
no matter how many dollars you have to
throw at it. A collection of toy soldiers must
reflect ones personality, taste and desire,
sure you can go out and purchase a great
collection in its entirety, but even after the
check clears, it is not really “yours” or
something that you have obtained the per-
sonal pleasure of acquiring.

Your collection must be built by you, this
takes time, research and comradery with
fellow collectors, and as with most endeavors, you must walk before you run.

Mr. Michael Schreter of Beverly Hills California offers us a beautiful case study in
the building of a great collection. As Executive Vice President of Golden West
Broadcasters from 1970 to 1990, Mr. Schreter was Gene Autry’s right hand man. He
oversaw the operations of Mr. Autry’s empire, even taking control of the California
Angel’s when they were in Anaheim.

During this time, Mr. Schreter met and befriended many high profile celebrities.
Within this circle of friends, collecting was not only a hobby but also a way of life. Mr.
Schreter started like many collectors developing a passion for art and photography.
He built a nice collection of local L.A. artists along with a wonderful grouping of
Ansel Adams photographs.

His job provided the capital, but his desire built the collections. Mr. Schreter
believed that it was not only the objects you were purchasing but also the history
behind them. He would painstakingly research and document every purchase, going
as far as tracking down Mr. Adams himself in his Northern California home and invit-
ing himself over for an afternoon. This afternoon was enjoyed equally by himself and
Mr. Adams so much so that it culminated in Michael receiving from Mr. Adams sev-
eral original Ansel Adams signatures.

Mr. Schreter found that a number of his
friends had a more unusual yet absorbing hobby -
- collecting toy soldiers. Mr. Schreter was
intrigued, and remembered the toy soldiers of his
youth. Mr. Irving Seligman, a real estate mogul
from Detroit; Mr. Alvin Whitehead, a retailer from
Chicago and our Commander and Chief at the
time President Ronald Reagan all spent their
time pursuing these little lead soldiers? 

Mr. Schreter became fascinated with the
prospect of acquiring some of his own toy sol-
diers, which led him to contact Bill Connolly.

Mr. Connolly an early toy soldier pioneer ran
the Toy Soldier Exchange in Pasadena,
California. “Come down to the shop and I will
show you around” he proclaimed. This was in
1982 and like a good American Mr. Schreter

Michael Schreter with fellow soldier collector 
President Ronald Reagan

The Blondin Cyclist from the
Britains Archive Sale

Large Scale Heyde Lancers

Mr. Schreter’s first set, Britains #228 U.S. Marines
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TThhee  MMiicchhaaeell  MM..  SScchhrreetteerr  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  (Cont.)
decided on set #228 U.S. Marines marching at the slope as his first purchase. From that moment on Michael
was hooked, frequently sneaking off to Mr. Connolly’s shop. Mr. Schreter was not sure his wife Barbara would
understand his new obsession, however he was to be proved wrong.

After a decade of casually collecting, Mr. Schreter had accumulated a nice grouping of soldiers that he
had displayed in his office. He spoke to UK toy soldier dealers Ged Haley and Tom Morris weekly. They had
become his primary suppliers along with Bill Connolly and US dealer K.Warren Mitchell. Michael’s focus at this
time was to collect high condition pre and post war Britains.

One day his wife was visiting his office and actually noticed the soldiers. Michael was quite surprised and
was more than eager to give Barbara a tour of the collection.

“Where did you get all of these?” she asked, he replied “most of them came from London”. “London” she
exclaimed, “We should go some time”.

From that moment the Schreter’s had a love affair with the city and his collection was destined to become
great.

During the past 10 years he had spent the time, carried out research and conversed regularly with fellow
collectors on Britains toy soldiers and other figures, and now with his wife involved and interested, they were
no longer going to be outbid by Mr. Seligman and Mr.Whitehead. It was their time to shine and shine they did.

Mr. Schreter started to add the sets he had always wanted but was reluctant at first to spend the money
necessary to buy them.

He started by adding early sets of South Australian Lancers in Slouch hats, the Soldiers that Shoot and
one of the ultimate sets, the Life Guards Past and Present. He also diversified a little with forays into Heyde
and Haffner.

Being an avid tennis player, he accumulated the JoHill tennis players and when offered the only known
example of the Magpie Tennis court, which was made to accompany the figures, he jumped at the opportu-
nity. Having collected for a long period of time, he had become attuned to what was rare, what great condi-
tion implies and what purchases would make his collection better. His motto became, “If someone offers you
the only known boxed example of the Britains Round-a-bout, you buy it.”

South Australian Lancers in Slouch Hats Soldiers that Shoot

Very rare Life Guards, Past and Present

The unique JoHill Tennis Set with Instructions
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TThhee  MMiicchhaaeell  MM..  SScchhrreetteerr  CCoolllleeccttiioonn  (Cont.)
He not only continued his education in the field, he

accelerated it, purchasing every original Britains cata-
log he could lay his hands on. He bought the only
known example of the 1908, later to be identified as
1915 catalog, which he then reproduced and made
available to his collector friends.

Mr. Schreter was fascinated by the Britains Village
Idiot and the story of how Queen Mary while touring
the British Empire Exhibition and viewing the Britains
diorama of an English village complete with villagers
and livestock proclaimed, “you have everything except
the Village’s Idiot.” The Idiot was in turn, and based on
the Queens comment, made available by Britains with-
in a couple of months.

Mr. Schreter has created a Village of Idiots. He
researched all the possible color variations and even
commissioned Bill Brunton of Brunton’s Barracks to
create Idiots that Britains should have made. This
resulted in the greatest assemblage of Idiots ever.

Likewise, his curiosity was aroused by Britains “tag”
figures and became a borderline obsession. These fig-
ures were produced by Britains in the UK and in line with
mandatory US customs regulations had a metal tag
attached, this export tag was a form of duty and once the
tariff was paid the tag was to be removed; a hopelessly
impossible task for US Customs Duty officers. It proved
to be a short lived requirement, but has created a collec-
tors field that Mr. Schreter has taken to new heights,
again assembling the world’s greatest collection.

It was not however until the offering of the Britains
Archive collection in 1994 that Mr. Schreter added the
very best. He and his wife outbid the world and pur-
chased the two best items of the sale, the Blondin Bicycle and the unique
Marching Guardsman (See article in this issue of OTS) thus offering a
statement to the collecting world that his collection had arrived.

Beautifully situated in his Beverly Hills mansion, Mr. Schreter’s soldier
room had become the center of the house. When guests came over, they
gravitated to the room and the Schreter’s shared their stories of the pursuit
of their collection. The soldiers had become a common bond between
Michael and Barbara.

They would continue to collect until Mr. Schreter lost his beloved wife to
cancer and decided to sell the mansion. Like all great collections, you are
only the caretaker. Sooner or later it is your duty to pass it along to the next
generation of collector. It has been his pleasure for the past 28 years and it
is time to sell.

A beautiful full color catalog is in production. The cost of the catalog will
be $35 and pre purchased catalogs will be mailed from Pittsburgh on
September 5, 2006. The purchase price of the catalog will be credited toward
all purchases over $300. All sets still available will be on display at this year’s
Old Toy Soldier Show in Schaumburg, Illinois starting on Thursday,
September 21, 2006 in room 4315. Catalogs will also be available. This is a wonderful opportunity to add a
great set to your collection. It is an important sale for all serious collectors. The catalog will be a wonderful
reference book for years to come. If you have questions, or would like to order a catalog, call 412-343-8733
or send payment to Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.

The only known boxed Britains Round-a-bout

Some of the color variations of the Village Idiot

Britains “tag” figures, notice the “tag” affixed to the rear leg
which was to be removed after the duty was paid

The one of a kind Britains Guardsman
prototype from the Britains Archive

Sale. Britains were known for produc-
ing figures with “moveable arms”.

This Guardsman however, offers proof
that they explored the possibilities of

“moveable leg” figures.
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BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  MMAARRCCHHIINNGG  GGUUAARRDDSSMMAANN
By Norman Joplin

During the early part of 1993 and while preparations were being
made by Britains to celebrate their centenary year it transpired that a
large amount of Britains items were in storage at the Bethnal Green
Toy Museum in London, many of the items were prototypes, paint
sample cards or items not released by the company for general sale.

Roy Selwyn-Smith, Britains managing director, had several years
earlier placed the collection with the Museum and from time to time
small amounts of figures were placed on temporary display.

The collection was quite extensive and the space available in the
Museum did not allow for the whole collection to ever be put on show
in its entirety.

Britains management decided that in order to allow collectors to
be able to acquire unique items from the collection as part of the
companies’ centenary celebrations, the items would be auctioned at
Christies and called the Britains Archive Collection.

Among the many unique items that had never been available for
purchase or view to the public was what has become known as the
Britains Marching Guardsman.

The auction was to be held at Christies South Kensington on
June 27th 1994 and timed to coincide with the British Toy Soldier and
Figure Show held the previous weekend, as well as the normal pre-
view at Christies. A number of the rarer items were on display several
weeks prior to the auction at the Guards Museum in Birdgage Walk
London and it was at this point that the Marching Guardsman was
displayed to the public for the first time.

The Guardsman is 54mm in size and a special mould was adapt-
ed from the standard Guardsman produced by Britains. The right leg
was not part of the adapted mould, a separate mould was made for
this to allow a pin to be inserted in the waist of the figure, the right
leg was then secured to the pin and a wire attached to the pin, a
groove was added to the base of the figure and when a wire was
attached to the wooden plinth that held the figure, the right leg could
be made to move (march).

The item was never put into commercial production but by con-
sulting the Britains Factory Smallwood notebooks it can be deduced
that the moulds were made in 1935.

This date coincides with the time that Britains were producing
many novelty items or items specially ordered for a number of other
companies.

Smallwood’s notebooks indicate the mould was completed for the figure on the twenty first of January
1935, the moveable leg was adapted and the figure completed the following day.

Prominent US collector Michael Schreter obtained the item, which is thought to be the only one in exis-
tence, from the Christies auction and it will be available at the Old Toy Soldier Newsletter Show in Chicago
in September 2006,when Ray Haradin offers Michael’s collection for sale, (see accompanying article on the
Michael Schreter collection)

As coincidence would have it, the original Foundry Plaster Patterns for Britains items will be auctioned
by Christies South Kensington London on November 20th 2006 and the Guardsman patterns are included
in the sale. It is hoped that these items will be on view at Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier and Figure Show
on September 2nd at the Holiday Inn Bloomsbury as part of the Christies display.
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www.burlingtontoys.com

March your way to Chicago 

Friday, September 22, 2006 
Hyatt Regency Woodfield. 

RAY HARADIN
Toys of Yesteryear

1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-1817

(412) 343-8733 • Fax: (412) 344-5273
1-800-349-8009

email: raytoys@aol.com

TM

Ray Haradin Toys of Yesteryear will be offering
an outstanding single owner collection. 
The collection contains many extremely rare
and desirable figures including this rare
Britains Archive prototype of a Guardsmen
with moveable leg. Make plans to attend.
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tthhee  OONNLLYY AAuutthhoorriizzeedd  DDiissttrriibbuuttoorrss  ffoorr  tthhee  AAmmeerriiccaass

Greatest Selection in the Entire
World

WWee  ssttoocckk  tthhee  BBooookk  aanndd  vviirrttuuaallllyy
EEVVEERRYYTTHHIINNGG  iinn  iitt  --  Plus… call for our 

free forty page list… or call for an appointment 
to visit our SHOWROOM… we always buy 

CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com

GGUUYY
RREENNAAUUDD
FFLLAAGGSS

Toy Soldiers at Their Best From

Alymer, Beau Gest
Britains, Dorset
East Of India
Forward March, Frontline
Fusilier, JG Miniatures
John Eden, Marlborough
Pickelhaube, PNF
Wilson Edwards, Larsen Toys
Mariea Miniatures, Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Rosedale
RP World Models
Castings from Alymer, Andrea
Cast Molds & Supplies from
Prince August

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables
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The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net
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ANTIQUE & 
COLLECTABLE TOYS

BRITAINS & DIMESTORE

TONY & GAIL TEPER
440-774-9172 • 440-235-4695

EMAIL ateper@worldnet.att.net

Campbell 
House Antiques
95 South Main
Oberlin, OH

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

THE TOY BOX
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SSiixx  WWaayyss  ttoo  CCoonnvveerrtt  aa  DDiimmeessttoorree  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr
By Roger Dubois

Although I have no proof, I suspect that shortly after Dimestore toy soldiers entered the market place
during the 1930's someone somewhere was thinking of ways to change the appearance of some of these
figures, if for no other reason than the pure joy of the challenge.

The process of changing the look of a toy soldier is called converting while the resulting figure is
called a conversion. I do not know when the hobby of converting Dimestores began, but it continues
today. Conversions of one type or another regularly appear at toy soldier shows and on eBay.

I started collecting Dimestores about sixteen years ago, and shortly thereafter I began teaching
myself the art of converting. During this time span, I have seen numerous conversions ranging from very
simple ones, where only the headgear was changed, to very complex ones where figures were built from
body parts originating from several different Dimestores figures. This wide range of converting techniques
has led me to believe that Dimestore conversions can be categorized based on how they were construct-
ed. After examining my own work and the work of many other hobbyists who have come before me, I
have concluded that there are six ways to convert a Dimestore figure.

The following is my list with comments about each of the six ways to convert a Dimestore soldier:
1. Repainting: If a figure is repainted with the same colors

used by a manufacturer so that it looks like the figure was
returned to mint condition, then clearly the figure is not a con-
version. On the other hand if a figure is repainted with colors
not used by the manufacturer, thereby making it look different
than it originally did, then in my opinion it is a conversion.
This method is the most basic way to convert a figure.
Hence, it is not unusual to find this type of conversion at
shows and especially these days on eBay.

2. Attaching: Many conversions fall into this category. This
type of conversion is very easy to construct because it merely
involves attaching some item to the surface of a figure.
Hobbyists will often glue a metal casting of a U. S. campaign
(boy scout) hat or a German steel helmet to the head of a
Barclay that has lost its tin helmet.

Metal castings of military equipment such as canteens,
backpacks, rifles, knives, and grenades also can be attached.
The process of bandaging a figure by applying a thin strip of
epoxy putty around a head, arm(s) and/or leg(s) is included in
this category.

As an example of attaching, note in Photo A that the
Barclay Pigeon Dispatcher has been converted to a World
War I French soldier by adding an Adrian helmet and back-
pack, and repainting it light blues. Nothing else was done to
change the appearance of this figure.

3. Removing and Rebuilding: This category entails remov-
ing some part of a figure and repairing the holes, depressions
or scratches left behind. For example, converting an early
Barclay into a World War II German soldier requires removing
puttees from the figure because German foot soldiers wore
boots during that war. Likewise, a German foot soldier in com-
bat did not wear a jacket with lapels nor did he wear a tie.
Thus, if a Barclay figure has lapels and a tie, these have to
go. Puttees, lapels and ties can be removed by using a cut-
ting bit attached to a motor tool or by hand with a file, emery
board or sandpaper. Depressions left behind then can be
filled with two-part epoxy putty or spot putty like that used to
repair scratches in automobiles.

Photo B: Damaged Barclay Flag Bearer converted to
German Storm Trooper

Photo A: Barclay converted pigeon dispatcher



A slightly more compli-
cated conversion that falls
into this category is seen in
Photo B. A damaged
Barclay Flag Bearer (short
stride) is on the left, and a
conversion of a wounded
World War I German storm
trooper is on the right. This
Barclay was cast without a
tie and lapels. That spared
me some cutting, and I did
not have to remove the put-
tees because storm troopers
wore them.

All I did with this figure
was to cut away the remain-
ing portion of the flag and
patch the right arm with epoxy putty. I did add a German steel helmet and backpack, but the distin-
guishing feature of this conversion is the cut-away flag and the patched right arm.

4. Repositioning: This conversion process involves changing the position of one or more body parts
original to a figure. Arms and legs can be bent at elbows and knees, respectively. Arms can be cut at
the shoulder, rotated, and glued back to the shoulder. Heads can be cut at the neck, rotated, and glued
back onto the neck. They also can be bent slightly up or down.

The result of repositioning is seen in Photo C where a Barclay Stretcher Bearer on the left was con-
verted to a World War I German map reader (without map) on the right. The stretcher bearer's head
was bent downward by cutting a notch in the front of the neck and heating the back of the neck with a
heat gun. When the metal became hot enough to bend, pliers were used to tilt the head downward.

Once the lower portions of the arms and hands were cut away from the body, the same technique
was used to bend each arm at the elbow. A notch was cut on the inside of the elbow. Heat was then
applied to the elbow, and the arms were bent with pliers. Photo D shows the completed figure. The
map is a bent, painted piece of brass. Although a helmet, backpack and map were added, the principle
features of this figure are the repositioned head and arms.

5. Replacing: Replacing involves removing something intact or broken from a figure and replacing it
with a new part not original to that figure. These non-original parts can be obtained by cutting them
from figures in poor condition, scratch building them, or casting them from molds.

This process also includes replacing with a
new object something that a figure is holding such
as a signaling flag, pigeon, weapon or other equip-
ment. Replacing a broken rifle tip with a tip that
has a different shape or dimensions than the origi-
nal is included in this category.

A simple example of what I have been describ-
ing would be to cut off the head of a figure and
replacing it with a head from a different figure. The
same could be done with arms, legs or torsos.

As a case in point, the center figure in Photo E
is a conversion of a World War I German soldier
made from two different body parts. The upper half
of the figure on the left (Manoil with Gas Mask and
Flare Pistol) was removed and replaced with the
upper half of the figure on the right (Manoil
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Photo E:  World War I German converted using two different body parts

Photo DPhoto C: Barclay stretcher bearer converted to World War I
German Map Reader (See photo D)
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Observer). I have used this process to construct a number of conversions, and the results are always
stunning from my point of view.

Speaking from experience, I should note that the challenge in constructing this type of conversion is
to insure that the body parts being brought together are all approximately the same size. Otherwise the
finished figure may look weird because a body part is not anatomically proportioned to the rest of the fig-
ure.

This converting process has the potential to yield some very complex conversions. I have seen a fig-
ure that was composed of four replaced body parts. The original piece extended from the feet up to the
waist. Above the waist, every body part was a replacement: the head, each arm and the torso all came
from different figures. It was a mind-boggling experience trying to figure out the original sources of these
parts.

6. Combining: Combining encompasses two or all three processes explained in categories 3 through
5. Categories 1 and 2 are excluded because these procedures do not change the configuration of the
body of a toy soldier.

The result of combining process 3 (Removing and Rebuilding) and 5 (Replacing) is a conversion seen
in the center of Photo F. The conversion began as a Barclay Flag Bearer with a broken flag as seen on
the left in the photo. The broken flag was removed and the right arm rebuilt as I did to make the conver-
sion in Photo B. This time, however, I cut away the puttees and did some rebuilding with spot putty. I then
cut the head off, enlarged the hole where the head had been, and replaced it with the head and collar of
a Barclay Aviator as seen on the right (repainted). In the end the wounded aviator was the result of using
a combination of converting processes.

Using process 6 really can produce some astonishing conversions to the point where it becomes
nearly impossible to fully comprehend how a figure was put together.

In conclusion, I hope that this article has provided readers with a better understanding of the process-
es involved in converting Dimestore soldiers and will stimulate some of you to try your hand at converting
toy soldiers.

I realize that I have to a degree superficially covered the techniques used in each process. However,
perhaps in the future I or someone else will write more detailed articles describing some of these proce-
dures. And maybe one of these articles will show that there can be more than six ways to convert a
Dimestore soldier. Please note that the aforementioned converting processes may also apply to other toy
soldier scales.

Finally, I wish to sincerely thank Lou Steinberg for taking time to review this article and for providing
me with constructive editorial suggestions. If you have comments or questions about what I have written,
please feel free to buttonhole me at toy soldier shows or send me an e-mail at dubois@umbc.edu.

Photo F: Damaged Barclay Flag Bearer converted to Aviator
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

EDWARD THE BLACK PRINCE
90 mm Scale

THE LORD OF LANDAS VS SIR RICHARD PENLEY
BATTLE OF POITIERS 1356  50mm Scale

JEAN LORD OF CHOISEUL VS 
SIR ROLAND DANEYS  50 mm Scale

BATTLE OF POITIERS 1356
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CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS
• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact:

HHEENNRRYY  KKUURRTTZZ  aatt  ((221122))  664422--55990044,,  oorr  FFaaxx  ((221122))  887744--66001188  
or write to

Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #136, New York, NY  10023

HENRY KURTZ, LTD.
Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

163 Amsterdam Avenue • Suite 136 New York, New York  10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
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16 South Third Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our site
gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.
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Philip Weiss Auctions
at our gallery 

1 Neil Court � Oceanside, NY 11572

Toy Soldiers, Trains and Toys.

Sunday, Sept.17th 10 am.
Viewing 9/13-9/14 noon-8pm 9/15 noon-6pm,

day of sale 8:30am-10am.
800+ Lots including Dimestore Soldiers and Figures 

from a Tennessee Estate.
Trains and toys from several local estates 

incl. Die Cast, Pressed Steel and much more.
Lionel. American Flyer and other train makers.

All fresh to the market material !!!!

View and bid on all lots at
www.philipweissauctions.com 

for a fully illustrated online catalogue.
Call for more info 516-594-0731.

13% buyers premium 10% with payment in cash or check.
Consignments wanted for our 

December Pre Christmas Toy and Soldier Sale.
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at
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To order from Norman Joplin in US and Canada or outside of Europe.

Email info@normanjoplin.com    
Telephone 262 692 3913 or 262 707 8401 (on this number your telephone

number will be shown on the display and I will call you back)

Payment by check can be sent directly to Norman Joplin at 
535 Fir Street, Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021, USA

Cost of the book is $95 plus $4.60 Media Mailing or $7.70 Priority Flat Rate
Mailing For mailing costs to Canada and the Rest of the World (excluding

UK and Europe please contact as above)

To order from Philip Dean in The United Kingdom and Europe

Email philip@philipedean.com
Telephone 07880 716304

Or send payment directly to Philip at
18 Sandringham Close

Bournemouth BH9 3QP
England.

Cost including mailing within the UK is Seventy Nine Pounds, 50p
For mailing to Europe please contact above for mailing rates

NEW BOOK NOW AVAILABLE DIRECTLY FROM THE AUTHORS
1500 Color Photographs, 384 pages covering 31 chapters arranged in thematic order and documenting the products 
of over 70 manufacturers. This book is a sequel to Britains Civilian Figures and the most comprehensive reference 

work to be issued on the subject since the Great Book of Hollow Cast Figures in 1993

Available at Chicago Show
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BBRRUUNNTTOONN’’SS  BBAARRRRAACCKKSS  
11001199  CCOOUUNNTTRRYY  CCLLUUBB  DDRRIIVVEE
PPRREESSCCOOTTTT,,  AAZZ  8866330033--33440011  

992288--771177--11669988
EEMMAAIILL::  BBrruunnttoonnssBBrrcckkss@@ccaabblleeoonnee..nneett

WWeebbppaaggee::  mmyywweebb..ccaabblleeoonnee..nneett//bbrruunnttoonnssaadd11

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

At Brunton’s Barracks we are the proud North
American agents for Garibaldi. Our inventory
of new items include Britains, King & Country,
Imperial, J G Miniatures Scenery & Buildings,
Mignot, Alymer, East of India, HM of GB and
Spirit of the Empire. Our extensive inventory
of early toy soldiers include Britains, Johillco,
Composition, Dimestore and many more. At
Brunton’s Barracks we are always buying, and
are interested in your quality trades. Send for
our free current inventory list, or call Bill or
Pam Brunton at (928) 717-1698

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS
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Christian B. Keller

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my three convenient locations in southern Pennsylvania for 

your Britains (boxed, unboxed, sets, singles, military and civilian), 

Johillco, Dimestore, Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and older 

German makes: 

• ADAMS ANTIQUES--Adamstown, PA.  2400 North Reading Rd.  

Take Rt. 272 North for one mile after exiting from exit 21 of the Turnpike.  

Open daily, 10-5.  Note:  This is NOT Adamstown Antique Gallery. 

• ANTIQUE CENTER OF GETTYSBURG--Gettysburg, PA.  30 

Baltimore St., just south of the square.  Open daily, 10-6, except Tuesdays 

(closed).   

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES--Carlisle, PA.  725 North Hanover St. 1 

mile north of the square, between entrance to Carlisle Fairgrounds and the 

U.S. Army War College.  Open daily, 10-5. 

A good variety of manufacturers available in each store.  All items 

priced to sell.  My inventory is constantly changing, so check back 

often! 

I buy old toy soldier collections. 

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  219 RIDGE RD., CARLISLE, PA  17013   

or doktorkec@aol.com 

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL: 8149 Crystal Creek Court,
Springfield, VA 22153 • 703-942-6613 or doktorkec@aol.com
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FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare and

unusual items. For free lists email
info@normanjoplin.com or see full

page ad in this issue.

The best in Britains, Dimestore and
German Lead. Call for free catalog 

412-343-8733

DDIIMMEESSTTOORREESS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+

Barclay, Manoil, Grey Iron, and oth-
ers. ALSO BUYING DIMESTORES.

Send name and address 
for next catalog to:

Stan & Sally Alekna
732 Aspen Lane

Lebanon, PA 17042-9073
Phone: (717) 228-2361

E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

FOR SALE

TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WWEE  HHAAVVEE  IIMMPPEERRIIAALL!!
Hundreds of mint sets, including

some discontinued years ago. Also
have Alymer, Wall, Marlborough.

74c SASE.
Jack Paquette

2355 Parliament
Toledo, OH 43617

FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Figures By RREEIINNEERR  KKRROOCCKK

Formerly GMG (German Modeling
Group) Made of a type of resin

composite with internal wire arma-
tures - In the tradition of the old

Lineol and Elastolin of the 1930’s.
Manufactured and painted entirely
in Germany. For information or free

catalog contact: Carlos Araujo
784 Woodale

Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301-2467
Phone: (248) 642-8681

Email:Araujoca@Comcast.net
Look for “The Navigator” at the

OTSN Toy Soldier Chicago Show

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
WWMM  HHOOCCKKEERR  TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS
Sets. MIB from large collection.

Some 1st editions. Discount for mul-
tiple purchases.

Call or email for list.
Norman Rodrigues at 901-218-7046

or nkrod@bellsouth.net

OOLLDD TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS  FFOORR  SSAALLEE
A well known and long established

Toy Soldier expert, offers regular lists
of Britain’s Hollow Cast and Other

Makers, and occassionally
Continental, Composition and

Plastic. My lists since 1970 have
formed the basis of many fine collec-

tions. These are issued about 4
times a year and can be emailed to
you if required Money back guaran-
tee on all items, fast efficient ship-

ping. Please state your interests and
enclose your address and email (if

available)
G.M. Haley, Hippins Farm,

Blackshawhead, Hebden Bridge,
West Yorkshire England, HX7 7 JG  

Telephone (for the US) 
011 44 422 842484.

Email: gedhaley@yahoo.co.uk

FFOORR  SSAALLEE
Selling duplicate sets and individual

figures from my CBG/Mignot
Collection. The sets are primarily
circa 1930’s to 1950’s and include

Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery,
Ancients, Napoleonic, American Civil
War, WWI and Personality Figures.

For a list please send a 
SASE No. 10 envelope to 

Ben Michel
21 Red Oak Lane

Kennelon, New Jersey 07405

FFOORR  SSAALLEE
BBrriittaaiinnss  SSeettss::
BBooxxeedd::
#2089 Gloucestershire Reg.
#2084 Scotts Guards Color Party
#9154 Fort Henry Band

NNoo  BBooxx  SSeettss::
#2117 U.S. Army Band M.P.
#2116 R.A.F. Band
#37 Band of Guards Coldstream
#2096 Band of Irish Guards
#27 Band of the Line
#779/780/781 House Painters & 

Ladder Set
#39A Royal Horse Artillery 

Khaki
#203 Pontoon Section Royal 

Engineers

Britains 1987 Limited “the Bahamas
Police band #879

Elastolin: Early Camo Search Light
Truck with 8 British Figures

Elastolin-Krupp Six-Wheeler Camo
Flak Truck #739N

Britains - American War of
Independence #7385 Boxed.
Swoppets 6 British; 6 Americans

Herrings Soldiers Box Set #3
Romanian Infantry 1916

Timpo - Royal Navy Man with Duffle
Bag over Shoulder

1970’s Britains Karate Kung Fu Set
on Card. (Plastic)

Call or email for prices.
Steven Smiles 561-736-7269
SPR1001@webtv.net

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
All sets from IMPERIAL Productions,

NZ end-of-the-product line.
Counterpane Gallery. 703-536-3064

or CountRpane@aol.com

FFOORR  SSAALLEE    UUNNPPAAIINNTTEEDD  CCAASSTTIINNGGSS
JJoonneess  5544  mmmm  RRuunnnniinngg  HHiigghhllaannddeerr

8 pc’s at $45.00 plus postage.
Call or write; Steve White 

43 Drivers G., 
Manchester, TN 37355

931-723-4656

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
Complete run of Toy Soldier Review,

45 issues $125
215-542-7857 evenings

FFOORR  SSAALLEE  
Old Britains and misc. items.

Send SASE for list.
S. Ahern

P.O. Box 348
Wellston, OK 74881
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BBUUYYIINNGG  EENNTTIIRREE  CCOOLLLLEECCTTIIOONNSS  OORR  SSIINNGGLLEE  PPIIEECCEE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the highest

prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime Store,
Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtney, Vertunni,
American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber, French

Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures. Photographs
will be required.

Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.
E-mail: Raytoys@aol.com. Fax: (412) 344-5273.

CALL: 1-800-349-8009

WWAANNTTEEDD
New to Like New, Great Book of

Britains, by James Opie paying $275
per copy 1-412-343-8733

WWAANNTTEEDD  WWMM  HHOOCCKKEERR  TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better. Prefer

MIB.
Norman Rodriguez at 901-218-7046 or

nkrod@bellsouth.net

TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr  MMaarrkkeettppllaaccee  AAddvveerrttiisseemmeennttss  RRaatteess..
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words.

Submit ads to:
OOlldd  TTooyy  SSoollddiieerr
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273 • E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WWAANNTTEEDD
Original Britains Show Cases, 

1893 through today.
Call 1-800-349-8009 or 
email raytoys@aol.com

TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERR  PPOOSSTTCCAARRDDSS
Wanted - postcards or other material featuring toy soldiers.
I wish to buy or trade postcards for my personal collection,

or loan items for research/publication purposes.
David Scheinmann

15 Station Road, Great Shelford, 
Cambridge CB2 5LR, England
Email: scheinmann@aol.com

WWAANNTTEEDD
Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs.

Contact: Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WWAANNTTEEDD
EEAARRLLYY AANNDD  PPRREEWWAARR  BBRRIITTAAIINNSS  TTOOYY SSOOLLDDIIEERRSS

Sets. Collections. Excellent 
condition or better. Prefer boxed.

Norman Rodriguez at 901-218-7046 or
nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED

WWAANNTTEEDD  TTOO  BBUUYY
28/30 mm flat figures.

Ancient World Period. Write to:
Dale Vanderyacht

8955 N. Clearwater Drive
Zeeland, MI 49464

WWAANNTTEEDD
Alte Deutsche Spielfiguren sets.
I’m looking to buy solid metal or 

composition sets made 
by Dan Bohline.
Tom Reichardt
St. Louis, MO

Email: elineol@aol.com
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2006

AAuugguusstt  1122  ––  SSaattuurrddaayy.. SCMMS Annual Southeastern Toy Soldier Show. South Carolina State Museum.

Gervais Street, Columbia, SC. Contact Col. Dennis Fontana 803 419 6747

AAuugguusstt  1199  ––  SSaattuurrddaayy.. The National Capital Model Soldier Society, 45th Annual Washington Show.

NoVa Community College. Ernst Cultural Center. 8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale, Virginia.

Contact Glenn Merritt 703 938 6361 merrittg@erols.com 

AAuugguusstt  2266--  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Dan Morphy's Antique Toy, Doll, Holiday and Advertising Show. York Fairgrounds

West Market Street, York, Pennsylvania. Contact Dan Morphy 717 335 3425 

Email danmorphy@dejazzd.com 

AAuugguusstt  2277--  SSuunnddaayy.. Hudson Valley Toy Soldier & Military Figure Show and Sale. 9am-3pm. Crowne

Plaza Hotel Hale Avenue. White Plains (Downtown area) New York. Contact 718 418 9439

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22  ––  SSaattuurrddaayy.. Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn, Bloomsbury, Coram

Street, London. 10.30am – 4pm. Contact 262 692 3913 or in the UK 01926 496062

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1100  ––  SSuunnddaayy.. The New Yorker Toy Soldier and Military Miniature Show and Sale. 9am-3pm.

Adria Hotel 221-17 Northern Boulevard, Bayside, New York. Contact John Stengel 718 418 9439

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  1177  ––  SSuunnddaayy.. Philip Weiss Auctions 10am. Viewing 9/13-9/14 noon-8pm 9/15 noon-6pm, day

of sale 8:30am-10am. 1 Neil Court, Oceanside, NY 11572. Call for more info 516-594-0731.

SSeepptteemmbbeerr  2244  --  SSuunnddaayy.. OTSN’s Toy Soldier Show. Hyatt Regency Woodfield. 1800 East Golf Road,

Schaumburg, Illinois. Informaton- Don Pielin  Email dimestores@aol.com  Telephone 630-497-1239.

Or Write 106 Cottonwood. Streamwood, IL 60107.

OOccttoobbeerr  1155.. North East Toy Soldier Society Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn, Dedham, Massachusetts.

Contact Arley Pett 978-283-2613

October 21 - Saturday. Toy Soldier Show Bad Nauheim. Contact Andreas Pietruschka Verlag Figuren

Magazin   Email redaktion@figuren-magazin.de 

OOccttoobbeerr  2299  --  SSuunnddaayy.. Birmingham’s Central 16th Model and Toy Soldier Fayre. 10.30-4pm The

Clarendon Suite. 2 Stirling Road Edgbaston. Birmingham. England. Contact David McKenna. Email

dave_mckenna20@hotmail.com Telephone (44) (0) 121 628 1397

TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2006-2007
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TOY SOLDIER SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2006-2007 (cont.)
NNoovveemmbbeerr  44  --  SSaattuurrddaayy.. The Toy Soldier Museum Open House and Cellar Sale. (10am-4pm) 1343

Paradise Falls. Cresco. PA. Contact Jim Hillestad. Email jimhill@ptd.net Telephone 570 629

7227.www.the-toy-soldier.com (The day before the East Coast Toy Soldier Show)

NNoovveemmbbeerr  55--  SSuunnddaayy..    The 24th Annual East Coast Toy Soldier Show & Sale. Rothman Center, Farleigh

Dickinson University. Hackensack New Jersey. Contact Bill Lango Telephone 973 831 8900 Email

bill@vintagecastings.com

NNoovveemmbbeerr  55tthh  ––SSuunnddaayy.. 7th Annual Toy Soldier Show. Cantigny Park and Museum Winfield Road,

Wheaton, Illinois. Contact Nick Albanese  920 261 1323  camprandall@charter.net 

NNoovveemmbbeerr  1155  --  WWeeddnneessddaayy..  Bonhams Lead Soldier and Figure Sales. Contact LeighGotch  +44 (0)

8700 273 628  leigh.gotch@bonhams.com  James Opie +44 (0) 20 7794 7447 evenings and weekends

NNoovveemmbbeerr  2200  --  MMoonnddaayy..  Christies. South Kensington London. Toy Soldier and Figure Auction. Contact

Hugo Marsh (44) 207 752 3274

DDeecceemmbbeerr  22  ––  SSaattuurrddaayy.. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London.

Contact Bob Neville 44(0) 1329 233141 Email info@thetoysoldiershow.com  www.thetoysoldiershow.com

2007
February 11 - Sunday. 13th Annual Florida Toy Soldier and Action Figure Show.9am-4pm. Crowne

Plaza, West Palm Beach, Florida. Contact Mike Skurda 954 481 1960 mskurda@inbox.com 

March 3 - Saturday. South Carolina Military Miniature Society Toy Soldier Show and Sale. 9am-4pm

Patriots Point Holiday Inn. 250 Johnnie Dobbs Blvd. Highway 17, Mount Pleasant, SC. Contact Marv

Pontiff 843 884 6598 pontiffm@bellsouth.net 

March 4 - Sunday. “The West Coaster” West Coast Toy Soldier Trade and Collector’s Show. 9am-3pm.

Irvine Marriott - Orange County Airport. 18000 Von Karman Avenue, Irvine, CA 92612. 949-553-0100.

March 25 - Sunday. 18th Indy Toy Soldier Show. Sheraton North Hotel. Keystone Crossing. Indianapolis

Indiana. Contact Barry Carter indytoysoldier@hotmail.com Telephone 765 345 5665

October 20 - Saturday. Toy Soldier Show Bad Nauheim. Contact Andreas Pietruschka Verlag Figuren

Magazin  E mail redaktion@figuren-magazin.de 

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling,

contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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Aero Art International 703-406-4376 ......................................................57

Alekna, Stan  Email: salekna1936@yahoo.com
Tel: 717-228-2361 .............................................................................68

American Dimestore Toy Soldiers and Figures - Book 
(Pielin, Joplin & Johnson.)  Email: pielin@aol.com  
Tel: 630-497-1239 .............................................................................48

Antique Toy World Magazine  PO Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634..........48

Arley L. Pett Antiques  Email: APett92117@aol.com  
Tel: 978-283-2612  Fax: 978-283-2496 .......................................................................................................67

Armies of the World - Book, Joe Wallis ..........................................................................................................48

Bonhams  Leigh Gotch Tel: +44 (0) 8700 273628  Email leigh.gotch@bonhams.com ..............................41

Britains Civilian Toy Figures - Book, Norman Joplin  Email: info@normanjoplin.com Tel: 262-692-3913 .........49

Brunton’s Barracks  myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1  Email: bruntonsbrcks@cableone.net
Tel: 928-717-1698.........................................................................................................................................82

Bryerton’s  Tel: 312-666-2800  Fax: 312-666-9755  www.bryertons.com  
Email: bryertons@decorativecontainer.com ..................................................................................................7

Burlington Antique Toys  Tel: 212-861-9708  www.burlingtontoys.com..............................................................65

Castle World Display 314-941-3040  www.castleworlddisplays.com .................................................................77

Christies Auctioneers +44 207 752 3274...........................................................................................................39

Clark, Peter  Email: psclark@erols.com  Tel: 202-544-3348..............................................................................82

Collectibles Insurance Agency  www.collectinsure.com  Email: info@insurecollectibles.com.
Tel: 888-837-9537  Fax: 410-876-9233 ........................................................................................................76

Conté Collectibles, Ltd. Tel: 702 233 8201  Fax: 702 233 8206  e-mail: ordering@conteco.com 
www.conteco.com .........................................................................................................................48a-48d, 79

Counterpane Gallery  Email: countRpane@aol.com  Tel/Fax: 703-536-3064 ...................................................74

Digital Barracks  Email: knoxdata@comcast.net ..............................................................................................68

Dillon, Pat  www.patdillon.com  Email: pdantiq@sympatico.ca. Tel: 1-877-260-9087  Fax: 416-266-8737 .......80

Durso Company, The  http://durso.stools.net Email: vindotti@erols.com........................................................49

Dutkins Collectables  www.dutkins.com  Email: rich@dutkins.com  
Tel: 800-545-2769  Fax: 800-682-8163 ........................................................................................................64

East Coast Toy Soldier Show & Sale  973-831-8900 ........................................................................................28

Figuren Magazine  (0) 30 392 9490  Email: redaktion@figuren-magazin.de ....................................................49

Florida Toy Soldier & Action Figure Show  Tel: 954-481-7960...........................................................................29

Frontline Figures  Email: Gerard@netnavigator.com .......................................................................................IBC

Green’s Collectables  www.walshes.net/green.htm  Email: ma52557@aol.com  Tel: 973-627-4961 ................66

AAddvveerrttiisseerrss  IInnddeexx
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Guards Toy Soldier Centre, The  www.theguardstoy soldiercentre.co.uk  Email: mklmodels@btinternet.com
Tel: 020-7976-0850  Fax: 01189-733947 .....................................................................................................80

Haradin, Ray (see Toys of Yesteryear)  www.raytoys.com   Email: raytoys@aol.com  
Tel: 800-349-8009 / 412-343-8733  Fax: 412-344-5273 ................................................................IFC, 44, 65

Henry Kurtz, Ltd. Tel: 212-642-5904  Fax 212-874-6018..................................................................................75

Hickling, Allen  Tel: www.toyforts.com  Email: toyforts@allenhickling.plus.com  Tel: 011-44-1926-815-385 .....68

Hobby Bunker  www.hobbybunker.com   Email: matt@hobbybunker.com
Tel: 781-321-8855  Fax: 781-321-8866 ........................................................................................................85

Hocker, William  Tel: 510-841-4458......................................................................................................................6

Hollow Cast Civilian Toy Figures Book  Email: info@normanjoplin.com......................................................49, 80

Hudson Valley Toy Soldier Show  Tel: 718-418-9439.........................................................................................26

Joplin, Norman  Email: info@normanjoplin.com  Tel: 262-707-8401 or 262-692-3913 ...............................53, 78

Keller, Christian B. Email: doktorkec@aol.com80.............................................................................................84

King and Country  Tel: Hong Kong (852) 2861 3450  Email: sales@kingandcountry.com..................................5

Knights and Figures of Selwlyn-Smith by Peter Cowan  Tel: 44 (0) 1544 340387 ............................................41

La Boite De Soldats  Tel/Fax (0) 1 45 78 89 44.................................................................................................74

Left-Right-Left  Tel: 516-869-4137  Email ja41r@aol.com .................................................................................56

London Bridge   www.londonbridgetoys.com  Email: lbt@londonbridgetoys.com  Tel/Fax: 610-967-6887 .......76

Michigan Toy Soldier Company  www.michtoy.com  Email: michigantoysoldier@home.com.
Tel: 248-586-1022  Fax: 248-586-9934 ........................................................................................................58

Mignot  www.lepetitsoldat.com  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Tel: 314-862-3311 / 866-862-3311; Fax: 314-862-8311...............................................................................66

Mitchell, K. Warren  Tel: 740-927-1661 ..............................................................................................................83

Moorefield Miniatures  937-399-6507 ................................................................................................................82

Morlan, Scott G. Tel: 949-574-9259 ..................................................................................................................84

Morphy's, Dan Antique Toy, Doll and Advertising Show  Tel: 717-335-3435......................................................25

National Capital Model Soldier Society - Washington Show  703-938-6361 .....................................................24

New Yorker Toy Soldier Show  Tel: 718-418-9439..............................................................................................24

Nickolson Miniatures  Tel: 440-953-0719  Email: nickolson@worldnet.att.net.......................................................56

Norman Joplins Old Toy Soldier & Figure Show (UK)  Holiday Inn London - Bloomsbury, Coram Street, 
London WC1N 1HT  The Turner and Booker Suites +(44)0-262-692-3857  
Email: info@normanjoplin.com................................................................................................................22, 23

Northcoast Miniatures  www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info  Email: oconnell1888@earthlink.net
Tel: 707-537-7620.........................................................................................................................................24

Northwestern Pennsylvania Toy Soldier Show  814-354-6053 ..........................................................................23

AAddvveerrttiisseerrss  IInnddeexx  (con’t.)
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Old Foundry Toy Works 765-714-2635 ..............................................................................................................68

Old Line Rarities  410-266-0635  Email rarities50@hotmail.com......................................................................84

Old Northwest Trading Co. Email: infor@coldnwtc.com....................................................................................58

Old Toy Soldier Magazine - Where to Buy .........................................................................................................14

Old Toy Soldier Back Issues  Email: raytoys@aol.com........................................................................................4

Old Toy Soldier Home  www.oldtoysoldierhome.com  Tel: 760-758-5481  Fax: 760-758-7004 .........................67

Old Toy Soldier Show Chicago  Contact Don Pielin  Tel: 630-497-1239  Email: dimestores@aol.com.............27

Peter Nathan Toy Soldiers  Tel: (612) 9279 2668  Fax: (612) 9279 2658  
www.toysoldiers.com.au  Email: peter@toysoldiers.com.au ........................................................................80

Philip Weiss Auctions  Tel: 516-594-0731  www.philipweissauctions.com ........................................................78

Rodden Heraldic Sculpture  roddenheraldic.com  Tel/Fax: 603-742-7480.........................................................73

Saine, Joseph  Tel 419-691-0008 ......................................................................................................................53

Sierra Toy Soldier Company  Tel: 408-564-4133  Fax: 408-257-0166  www.sierratoysoldier.com.....................80

Somerset Ltd. Tel: 865-573-6368  Email: somersetltd@earthlink.net ...............................................................84

Sommers, Steve and Jo  Tel: 708-383-6525 ......................................................................................................76

Stan Clark Military Books  Tel: 717-337-3669  Fax: 717-337-0581  Email: scmb@blazenet.net.......................82

Steve Weston Toy Soldiers  011 44 1268 680117 .............................................................................................75

Toy Box, The  www.thetoybox.4t.com  Email: Richardthetoybox@aol.com ......................................................76

Toy Box, The  440-774-9172  440-235-4695  Email: ateper@worldnet.att.net .................................................68

Toy Knights  Peter Cowan  44 (0) 1544 340708  Email: ems@cmail.co.uk.......................................................41

Toy Soldier, The  www.the-toy-soldier.com. Tel: 570-629-7227....................................................................40, 58

Toy Soldier Shop  202-546-2201  toysoldiershop.com ......................................................................................56

Toymaker of Williamsburg, The  www.toymakerofwilliamsburg.com  Tel 800-343-8697 ......................................3

Toys of Yesteryear   www.raytoys.com   Email: raytoys@aol.com
Tel: 800-349-8009  412-343-8733  Fax: 412-344-5273..................................................................IFC, 41, 65

Tradition of London Limited  www.traditionoflondon.com  Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com
Tel: 011-44-207493-7452  Fax: 011-44-207355-1224.................................................................................BC

Treefrog Treasures  Tel: 866-394-2418 or 309-394-2330  
sales@treefrogtreasures.com  www.treefrogtreasures.com ........................................................................33

Vectis Auctions  www.vectis.co.uk  Email: admin@vectis.co.uk
Tel: 011-44-1642-750616  Fax: 011-44-1642-769478..................................................................................40

WBritain - History of the British Army  Contact Richard Walker 563 582 2071 
E mail richardwalker@1st-gear.com ...........................................................................................................69
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RAY HARADIN
Toys of Yesteryear

1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-1817

(412) 343-8733 • Fax: (412) 344-5273
1-800-349-8009

email: raytoys@aol.com

TMOffering the Lifetime Collection of

MICHAEL M. SCHRETER
Over 250 exquisite examples of some of Britains finest products. Included
within the full color catalog are several unique items along with a host of
exceptionally desirable sets.The collection will be displayed at this years
Old Toy Soldier Show in Schaumburg, Illinois, September 21-24, 2006.

• Catalog may be purchased for $35 Domestic • $45 International • $55 Hardcover
• All pre-purchased catalogs will be mailed from Pittsburgh, PA on September 5, 2006.
• Purchase price of the catalog will be credited toward all purchases over $300.

Send payment to:
Ray Haradin

Toys of Yesteryear
1039 Lakemont Drive
Pittsburgh, PA 15243
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Tradition
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

TRADITION HAS MOVED - PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW ADDRESS 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 – 5.30. Saturday 9.30 – 3.00

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers:

New Additions

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures
2121 S. Racine Avenue

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800

Hobby Bunker, Inc. 
33 Exchange Street
Malden .  MA 02148
Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Fax: 1-781-321-8866 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002
Phone (856) 428 9559

Tradition USA
12924 Viking Drive 

Burnsville . Minnesota 55337
Phone (952) 890 1634

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 7367

TNC Enterprises 
318 Churchill Court 

Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 
Phone (502) 765 5035 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures
Pomfret Centre .  Connecticut 

www.arquebus.com
Email: webshop@arquebus.com

Kings X Toy Soldiers 
206 Alamo Plaza 

San Antonio . Texas 78205 
Phone (210) 226 7000

Available soon:
A 90th anniversary set of the Battle of the Somme 1916

The 7th Regiment of French Hussars

The Christmas 2006 Set
“The Rearguard”

The French  Retreat from Moscow 1812 
Marshal Ney, an Eagle-Bearer, a Chasseur a Cheval,
a Guard Grenadier and two Line Infantry Privates 

This special limited edition set will only be available from 
September 2006 until 31st December 2006

when production of this particular set will cease

The 4th Regiment  
French Hussars 

of the Napoleonic period 

Set no. 754 
An Officer, Eagle-Bearer and Trumpeter 

The 4th Regiment of Hussars 

Set no. 755 
Three Troopers 

The 4th Regiment of Hussars

BRITAINS MARCHING GUARDSMAN


