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9 Britains West India Regiment

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Set 622 
The Royal American 
Regiment,  Officer, 

Sergeant and 
6 Privates

Set 620 French 
Colonial Infantry, 
Campaign dress 

wearing forage caps.
Officer and 7 Privates.

also available 
Set 621 French Colonial 

Infantry wearing woollen 
caps, Sergeant and 7 Privates 

(no photo)

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.
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 New Releases of The French & Indian Wars.
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

JONES METAL-ART DRAGOON

Victorian Life
 set VIC 1

Victorian couple, 
Labourer, Street musician 
with dog, newspaper & 

fl ower seller.

Victorian Life
set VIC 2

Chimney sweep, 
and various trades 

people.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

FRENCH HOLLOWCASTS

Th e French & 
Indian Wars

Set 619 British 
Light Infantry

Offi  cer and 
7 privates

Th e Crimean War

Set 106 93rd 
Highlanders Offi  cer, 

Sergeant & 4 privates.
Set 118 93rd 
Highlanders.

6 privates.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

New Releases

  Fall The Journal for Collectors Volume 32 Number 3
 2008  $10.00
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

THE FIVE AND DIME CORPS

Set 622 
Th e Royal American 
Regiment,  Offi  cer, 

Sergeant and 
6 Privates

Set 620 French 
Colonial Infantry, 
Campaign dress 

wearing forage caps.
Offi  cer and 7 Privates.

also available 
Set 621 French Colonial 

Infantry wearing woollen 
caps, Sergeant and 7 Privates 

(no photo)

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures
3710 Wyncote Lane  

Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 
  

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

, Inc.

 New Releases of Th e French & Indian Wars.
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Rodney’s 
Dimestore Gallery 

• OVER 2100 ACTIVE LISTINGS FOR SALE 
• AMERICAN DIMESTORE VINTAGE & 
  CONTEMPORARY FIGURES
• ARGENTINEAN, FRENCH, JAPANESE HOLLOWCASTS
• FIGURATIVE CAST IRON 

I buy collections of any size 
Website address: rodneysdimestoregallery.com

email: castings@mchsi.com
2937 Rosa Del Villa Drive, Gulf Breeze, Florida 32563

850-932-6547

UP TO DATE 
2008 PRICE GUIDE

THOUSANDS OF 
COLOR 

PHOTOGRAPHS
289 PAGES 



In 2009 Britains Toy Soldiers referred to, as “New Toy Sol-
diers” will be thirty-seven years old, many of the early fig-
ures are now very difficult to obtain as are figures produced 
for members of the early Britains Collectors Club.

More recent items with a short production and catalog life 
are also becoming hard to find and the specials made for 
Britains various events along with the Hamleys and Har-
rods boxed sets only available from those London stores 
are now eagerly sought after by Britains Collectors.

The recent issue of my book Britains New Toy Soldier 1973 
to the Present has further increased the interest in Britains 
“New Toy Soldiers” and many who have purchased the 
book have commented that some of the items illustrated 
were previously unknown to them.

After 40 years in the Toy Soldier Hobby I am now offering 
the chance for collectors to obtain some of the harder to 
find items, some of which are illustrated here and most of 
which are illustrated in my new book.

I will be producing regular sales lists of Rare and out of 
production models.

If you have specific wants for your Britains “New Toy Sol-
dier” collection contact me with your requirements and I 
will be happy to locate the item(s) for you should they not 
be immediately available.

	 Norman Joplin
	 535 Fir Street
	 Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021
	 Email info@normanjoplin.com
	 Telephone 262 692 3913

For Sale 
Rare, Obsolete and Retired

7
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HOBBY NEWS
EUROFIGURINE MAGAZINE

 
Old Toy Soldier was pleased to receive a sample copy 
of Eurofigurine magazine. 

Eurofigurine is a quarterly publication of twenty-four 
pages that is published in France.

Although the text is in French, Eurofigurines is loaded 
with numerous excellent color photographs.  The is-
sue received contained a total of eighty-five pictures.  
All types of toy soldiers are examined, hollowcast, 
aluminum, plastic, composition and more.  A separate 
pull-out sheet is included providing details of future 
shows and subscribers want ads.

Those interested in subscribing should contact the 
Secretary of Eurofigurines, Jean-Marc de Vion, who 
will reply in English.  The cost of a subscription is forty 
Euros which may be paid conveniently by PayPal. 

Contact Information
email:geode5@hotmail.com

Website:www.eurofigurine.com

Obituary
John J. Giddings

May 20, 1924 - December 17, 2008

I am sad to report the death of my friend and a 
friend to many of you, John Giddings. He was a 
lifelong toy soldier collector but lost his early col-
lection when his grandmother gave them away 
as John was in the Navy serving his country in 
WWII. He always said, “I received a real Dear 
John letter and was heartbroken.”

Much of John’s life was spent in Milwaukee 
where he was an active member and president 
of a hobby club, the 4M Club. Later, after mov-
ing to Florida, John, Lanny Helford and I formed 
a club many of you were members of, Toy Sol-
dier Collectors of America. During most of its 
first 25 years, John was Mr. TSCA. He did it all, 
and very well. TSCA was formed to help collec-
tors connect with each other. The most popular 
benefit was the annual directory of members. 
I have used it to contact and visit collectors in 
other states while traveling.

John loved toy soldiers, but he loved people 
even more. The hobby will never be the same 
without John.

Alan Gwin
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HOBBY NEWS
New OTS Websites
Subscribe Online To

Old Toy Soldier Magazine

Our new website is now up and running. 
Subscribe online, visit 

www.oldtoysoldier.com

Old Toy Soldier Auction
New Website

www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

View future sales and past auctions with fully 
comprehensive descriptions and illustrations plus 

prices realized for each lot.

Toy Soldier Collectors 
of America

P.O. Box 179
New Ellenton

SC 29809-0179

Toy Soldier Collectors of America founded 
by the late John Giddings (see obituary in 
this issue) continues to thrive. Over thirty 
eight thousand visitors have viewed the 
club website. Support T.S.C.A. by visiting 
www.toysoldiercollectorsofamerica.com
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THE WEST INDIA REGIMENT BRITAINS SET #19  
By Joe Wallis

One of the most exotic units of the British Army was 
the West India Regiment, raised in 1795, primarily 
from Africans abducted from West Africa and shipped 
to the West Indies to be sold as slaves. After 1807, 
England had made the slave trade illegal, and the 
Royal Navy’s West African Squadron expended an 
unswerving effort throughout the Nineteenth Century 
to end the slave trade by capturing slave ships and 
freeing their cargo. 

A total of 12 West Indian Regiments were incorporat-
ed by 1798 to fight the French for possession of the 
wealth-producing sugar islands of the Caribbean, but 
four (the Ninth through the Twelfth) were disbanded 
by 1802, and four more (the Fifth thorough the Eighth) 
disappeared by 1817. The Third West India Regiment 
had an intermittent history: it was broken up in 1825, 
reformed in 1840, disestablished again in 1870, and 
then reformed briefly from 1898 to 1904. Similarly, the 
Fourth West India Regiment was taken out of service 
in 1819, reestablished in 1840-to be finally disbanded 
in 1869. The First West India Regiment existed con-
tinuously from 1795 to its merger with the Second 
West India Regiment in 1888, when the First and Sec-
ond Regiments were retitled as the First and Second 
Battalions of the West India Regiment. 

The colossal fatality rate of European troops sta-
tioned in the West Indies was the impetus for the for-
mation of the West India Regiments, the only black 
regiments of the British Army. (Many colonial units 
composed of black troops were also established in 
Africa and the West Indies, but they were not formally 
part of the British Army, and they did not attain the 
lengthy history of the West India Regiment.) Casual-
ties from malaria, yellow fever and dengue fever often 
wiped out the majority of British troops, and invalided 
many of the remainder. It would be the beginning of 
the Twentieth Century before it was recognized that 
mosquitoes were the transmission vector for deadly 
fevers. 

After 1815, the end of the Napoleonic Wars removed 
the French threat to the West Indies and confirmed 
the British conquest of all but a few of these tropical 
islands so prized for their sugar production. The West 
Indian Regiments garrisoned numerous islands such 
as Antigua, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, Jamaica, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Trinidad and Tobago, as 
well as Demerara (British Guiana) on the northern 
coast of South America. After 1844, Nassau in the 
Bahamas and Jamaica were garrisoned by the West 
India Regiment, in addition to British Line Infantry 
regiments stationed in Jamaica and other islands to 
maintain order amongst their large black population. 

In 1823, the West India Regiments began serving in 
West Africa, which was another locale aptly described 
as “the White Man’s Grave” because of deadly tropi-
cal fevers. The black troops of the West India Regi-
ments had developed much greater immunity to dis-
ease from centuries of exposure, so their battalions 
began to alternate tours of duty between several 
years in the West Indies, and then being stationed in 
the Gold Coast (now Ghana), Gambia, or Sierra Le-
one in West Africa. 

The campaigns of the West India Regiments after 
1815 included British Guiana (Guyana) 1823 (the Me-
haica insurrection), 1842, and 1856; British Honduras 
(Belize) 1848-49, 1861, 1866-67, and 1872 (defense 
of the town of Orange Walk); Jamaica 1865 (the Mo-
rant Bay rebellion); Gambia 1831, 1849, 1853, 1855, 
1861, 1864, 1891, 1892, 1894, 1898, and 1901; the 
Gold Coast Ashanti Wars 1823-24, 1848,1854,1863-
64,1873-74,1895-96, and 1900; and Sierra Leone 
1831-32,1855,1883,1887,1891, and 1898. They 
protected convoys of bearers carrying supplies 
against ambush, cut paths through the bush, and 
assaulted wooden stockades. Two Victoria Crosses 
were awarded to members of the Regiment: Samuel 
Hodge won his medal at Jubabecolong in Gambia in 
1866 for opening an enemy stockade gate with an ax 
under heavy short-range fire; William Gordon won his 
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THE WEST INDIA REGIMENT BRITAINS SET #19 (Cont.)

Victoria Cross at Toniataba in Gambia 
in 1892 in a similar manner when he 
was seriously wounded in saving his 
commanding officer’s life by heroically 
leaping in between him and several 
muskets that had just been thrust 
through the stockade gate that a 12-
man squad of the West India Regi-
ment was attempting to open with a 
battering ram. During the First World 
War, the West India Regiment fought 
in the Cameroons 1915-16, German 
East Africa 1916-18, and Palestine 
1918. In 1920, the Second Battalion 
was broken up, and finally in 1927 the 
West India Regiment was entirely dis-
banded. 

At first, the uniform of the West India 
Regiment consisted of the same sha-
kos and short red tunics worn by con-
temporary British Infantry regiments. 
This was dramatically altered in 1858 
after Queen Victoria approved a new 
uniform based upon the popular attire 
of the Algerian Zouaves of the French 
Army that had fought alongside the 
British in the Crimean War against 
Russia. It combined a red sleeveless 
jacket worn over a white waistcoat 
with dark blue “baggy” trousers, and 
a red fez with a white turban wrapped 
around it. The regiments were dif-
ferentiated by their facings and cap 
tassels-the First West India Regiment 
had white cuffs, while the Second 
Regiment wore yellow cuffs. The Zou-
ave uniform continued in use until the 
Regiment’s termination in 1927. 

Britains Limited customarily capital-
ized upon current events in choosing 
new models to issue. The exploits of 
the West India Regiment’s bush fight-
ing in West Africa were in the news-
paper headlines of the 1890s. Thus in 
1894 or 1895, the firm released a set 
representing the West India Regiment. 
By 1897, this box was assigned Set 
#19. Its yellow facings verify that the 
Second West India Regiment is the 
one being depicted. A magnificent il-
lustration adorned the box lid for Set 
#19 and was used throughout the pro-

Britains Set #19 Variants
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THE WEST INDIA REGIMENT BRITAINS SET #19 (Cont.)

duction life of the set (Fred Whisstock never designed 
a label for Set #19). It included the Battle Honors of 
Dominica, Martinique, Guadeloupe, and Ashantee, 
along with a battle scene of the regiment engaging 
African tribesmen on the left side of the label, and a 
camp scene showing the regiment in front of its tents 
standing at support arms. 

Set #19 began with a fixed-arm “bemedalled” white 
officer on foot wearing a white spiked helmet, but 
after a couple of years the mounted officer with a 
sun helmet introduced for the Mountain Artillery of 
Set #28 and for the Royal Sussex of Set #36 was 
reenlisted (with a red jacket) into the West India Regi-
ment. The early walking horse had its head down 
and its left front leg lifted. Two versions of this early 
mounted officer were featured in Set #19: the first 
wore a “bee-hived” shaped helmet, while the sun hel-
met of the later version was more correctly shaped. 
By about 1910, the mounted officer for the Moun-
tain Artillery and the Sussex was remodeled with an 
improved casting with the horse striding along with 

all four hooves on the ground and the horse’s head 
up. The substitution was also made in Set #19. The 
other ranks were standing at support arms with their 
rifles on their right sides held by the wrist of the rifle’s 
stock off the ground. About 1925, the men were re-
designed slightly-changing from oval to rectangular 
bases. The number of pieces was reduced from nine 
to only seven in 1937. Sometimes no officer at all was 
included during the 1930s. Set #19 lasted from 1894 
to 1941. The West India Regiment was a component 
of Display Box #21 prior to 1920; a single piece was 
included in noncatalogued Set #1872 sold by FAO. 
Schwarz in 1941. 

The design of the basic mold, and of the box label, 
reflect the high quality work achieved by Britains Ltd. 
Little change was needed over the 47-year produc-
tion period of Set #19. Its discontinuation after 1941 
was due to the decline of the British Empire and the 
demise of the West India Regiment rather than being 
caused by any shortcoming of the models sold in Set 
#19. 

Britains display set # 21 containing West India Regiment from Set # 19



Magazine:  Old Toy Soldier
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cc:  Richard, & Amanda

The first two sets from the new Archive Collection that made their debut in 2008 instantly disappeared, proving there is still some 
considerable interest in classic W. Britain figures. Adding then to this popular collection in 2009 you will find two new sets: Cameron 
Highlanders in Active Service Order and King George the V’s Own Gurkha Rifles.

Each set is reproduced faithfully down to the true 54mm size, the shades of paint, style of painting and even the classic burgundy W. Britain 
half box with figures tied in. A Fred Whisstock style label on period pastel paper completes the replica packaging. Please note that the only 
variation in these figures to the originals is that they are not hollowcast (with lead safety restrictions today it is not possible to make a truly 
hollowcast figure anymore) but lead-free solid cast figures. These sets are limited to only 400 sets worldwide and come with a serialized 
limited edition certificate. There are more sets in the Archive Collection already planned and underway for later in 2009, so be sure not to 
miss out on these first two editions of the year.

WBA0209
© 2009 FIRST GEAR, INC

FIRST GEAR®,       design, W. Britain®, and                  
are registered trademarks of First Gear, Inc., Peosta, IA

Why not join the largest toy soldier club in the World?
Visit www.wbritaincollectorsclub.com for more information.

The sets featured above are:

#49003  King George the V’s Own Gurkha Rifles 
 4 Piece Set (Limited Edition of 400 Sets) - NEW

#49002  Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders Marching in Active Service Order
 4 Piece Set (Limited Edition of 400 Sets) - NEW

W. Britain - Detail, Quailty and Authenticity Since 1893

#49003#49002

Arquebus Military Miniatures
Tel: 913-722-3736
Fax: 913-362-7401
www.arquebus.com

Shawnee Mission, Kansas

Maitland Toy Soldier Shoppe
Tel: 519-524-6804
Fax: 519-524-1631

www.toysoldiers.com
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Goderich, Ontario N7A 3H9 Canada

Toy Soldier Shoppe
Tel: 414-302-1850
Fax: 414-302-1851

www.toysoldiershoppe.net
3775 S. 108th St.

Greenfield, Wisconsin 53228

Dutkins’ Collectables
Tel: 800-LIL-ARMY (800-545-2769)

Fax: 856-428-9640
www.dutkins.com

1019 West Route 70
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002

Carter Store
Tel: 714-826-9696

www.carterstore.com
P.O. Box 2743

Anaheim, California 92814

Sierra Toy Soldier
Tel: 408-358-3910
Fax: 408-358-3966

www.sierratoysoldier.com
15466 Los Gatos Blvd., #108
Los Gatos, California 95032

Old Toy Soldier Home
Tel: 760-758-5481
Fax: 760-758-7004

www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
977 South Santa Fe, Suite #11

Vista, California 92083

The Archive Collection 
and the entire W. Britain range can be  

purchased from these W. Britain retailers:

®



14

AUCTION PREVIEW

The John Graham 
& Geoffrey Duin 

Collections & Various Properties  
May 16, 2009 ~ 10 AM

View this auction on our newly designed website 
approximately one month prior to sale:

oldtoysoldierauctions.com

The John Graham 
& Geoffrey Duin 

Over 50 Different 
Manufacturers 

Offered:
Britains Hollowcasts Pre and Post war

Britains New Toy Soldiers
Britains Plastics

Swoppetts & Eyes Right
Britains Paris Office

Britains Civilian Farm Zoo Circus

• Amherst
• Alymer
• Authenticast
• Barclay
• Bastion
• Blenheim
• Brigade
• British Bulldog
• Bussler
• Camp Randall
• Cherilea
• Conte
• Courtenay
• Crescent
• Dorset
• Ed Poole 
   Dimestores
• Edmunds
• Elastolin Plastic
• Frontier
• Great Britain 
   and the Empire
• Greenwood 
   and Ball
• Grey Iron
• Herald Plastics
• Heyde
• Hinton Hunt
• Hiriat

• Historex
• Hocker
• Imperial
• Imrie and Risley
• Johillco
• Jones
• Kingcast
• Lancer
• Manoil
• Mark Time
• Marlborough
• Mc Loughlin
• Mignot
• Mulberry 
   Miniatures
• Premier
• Stadden
• Steadfast
• Taylor & Barrett
• Thomas Tin 
   Soldiers
• Timpo
• Tommy Atkins
• Toy Army 
   Workshops
• Tradition
• Trophy
• Under Two Flags
• Zang Plastics

P.O. Box 13323 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243

oldtoysoldierauctions.com
412-343-8733

1-800-349-8009
Fax 412-344-5273

Catalogs available one 
month prior to the sale
$25, $35 Internationally

Taylor and Barrett

Britains Set #19

Authenticast German Winter Troops

Mark Time Indian Army

Herald, Swoppett and Britains Plastic Britains Berkshire Regiment Band



AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Britains Salvation Army

Heyde Polo Player

Britains Camel Corps Britains Pre War Boxed Sets

Panache By Thomas TinBritains Early Pre War

Britains Farm and Hunt Britains AWI Plastics Britains Post War Boxed Sets

15

Britains Eyes Right
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Britains Black Watch Pipe Band
Britains Set 73

Britains Pre War Boxed Sets

Greenwood and Ball • Stadden

Trophy Rorkes Drift Gun Team

Johillco

Britains Indian Army CavalryBritains Paris OfficeMignot

Britains Ancients

Charbens Boy Scouts Timpo GI’s
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 Old Toy Soldiers Auctions USA Catalog Order Form 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_ __________________________________________ State:___________ Zip:______________________________

Email:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Catalogs are $25,  $35 internationally

Payment:   o Visa     o MC     o Check     o Money Order_      Number of Catalogs:________Total:_ _________

Credit Card #:_ ______________________________________Expiration Date:_ __________3 Digit Security #:______

Signature:________________________________________________________________________________________

Order your catalog today and 
be among the first to receive it.  
Fully illustrated color catalogs 
will be mailed approximately 
one month prior to the sale. 
Prices realized will be posted im-
mediately after the conclusion 
of the auction on our website: 
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

	 Ray Haradin	 Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA	 Norman Joplin
	412-343-8733 • 1-800-349-8009	 P.O. Box 13323	 262-692-3913
	 Fax 412-344-5273	 Pittsburgh, PA 15243	 otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
	 raytoys@aol.com

The John Graham 
& Geoffrey Duin 

Collections & Various Properties  
May 16, 2009

The John Graham 
& Geoffrey Duin 

AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Courtenay

Britains Bahamas Police

Early Britains Competitors

Hinton Hunt

ImperialBritains 9000 Series

Early Britains
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AUCTION REVIEW
Some of the highlights and prices realised from OTS Auctions sale May 2008. 

Visit www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com for full results of May 2008 sale.

Lot  64 $1500

Lot  385 $2000

Lot  223 $800

Lot  351 $1200

Lot  121 $950

Lot  364 $1500

Lot  388 $1500

Lot  265 $800
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AUCTION REVIEW (Cont.)

Lot  384 $1200

Lot  345 $5000

Lot  179 $700Lot  $1900

Lot 321 $1100Lot  370 $1600

Lot  191 $1400
Lot  350 $1100

Lot  132 $1000Lot  594 $3500
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Bonhams are proud to present a one day sale 
devoted entirely to this substantial and wide 
ranging lifetime collection of W. Britains toy 
soldiers, over 350 lots to be offered including 
British Army in Full Dress: The British Army in 
Khaki from the Boer War through to The Second 
World War. The Royal Navy, The Royal Air 
Force.  The British Empire and Commonwealth 
including India, Egypt, South Africa, Australia, 
Canada, West Indies and Bahamas.  Armies 
of the World, Motor transport, Aircraft and 
Autogiros, Anti-aircraft and Air Raid Precautions, 
Military Buildings, Bands and Military Music, 
Salvation Army, St John’s and Corporation 
Ambulances, Horsedrawn Vehicles and Guns, 
Display Boxes and Picture Packs

For a free can confidential valuation with a 
view to selling at Bonhams or for further details 
regarding the auctions please contact:

Leigh Gotch 
+44 (0) 8700 273 628  
leigh.gotch@bonhams.com 

James Opie 
+44 (0) 207 794 7447 (eve/wkend) 
jamesopie@yahoo.co.uk

Or visit our website www.bonhams.com/toys 
three weeks prior to the sale for full catalogue 
descriptions and illustrations.

Catalogues
+44 (0) 1666 502 200

Illustrated:
Top row - left to right
Britains RARE set 1622, 
Band of the Royal Marine Light Infantry
Estimate: £3,000 - 4,000
Britains RARE set 318, Royal Horse 
Artillery at the Halt
Estimate: £1,500 - 2,000
Britains set 436, U.S.A.Monoplane with 
Pilot and Aircraftsmen
Estimate: £1,500 - 2,000

Bottom row - left to right
Britains set 2186, Band of the Bahamas Police:
Estimate: £1,500 - 2,000
Britains set 1913, Cameronian Rifles
Estimate: £1,000 - 1,200
Britains RARE set 1734, Guard Room: 
Estimate: £400 - 500

Bonhams
Montpelier Street
London SW7 1HH
www.bonhams.com/toys

The William C McDade collection 
of W. Britains Toy Soldiers  
Tuesday 31 March 2009, 12 noon
Knightsbridge, London



Our First Major 
Toy and Toy Soldier Sale of 2009

Saturday April 4th 10AM – 
Live in our Oceanside New York Gallery
Previews begin Wednesday April 1 – Noon – 5PM, 
Thursday & Friday April 2 & 3 – Noon – 8PM 
and the morning of the sale 8:30 – 10:00AM
Entire catalog will be presented on our website 
www.prwauctions.com  
 
Join us for this sale that features a Single Owner Collection of 
over 175 Courtenay & Courtenay-Greenhill Figures. Newly ar-
rived and expected in are toy soldiers of all makers highlighted 
by vintage Britains and Mignots, with many boxed sets included. 
There will also be plenty of Dimestore Barclay and Manoil figures 
to round out this portion of the sale. Also offered is a collection of 
150+ “Par Puzzles” in their original boxes. The sale will continue 
with Die-cast and Pressed Steel Vehicles as well as other Wind 
Up and Battery Operated Toys. Do not miss a great opportunity to 
add wonderful material to your collections.
 
A buyers premium of 13% is added to all items purchased. Mas-
ter Card, Visa, American Express, Discover, Debit Card, Money Or-
der & Cash are accepted as payment.

If you are looking to retire or downsize your collection we have 
already started building our next Toy and Toy Soldier Auction and 
would love to add your material. Please call us with questions 
about consigning to any one of our sales. Our consignment rates 
and premiums remain unchanged and are some of the most com-
petitive you will find.

Call for additional information 
516-594-0731 or 

e-mail phil@prwauctions.com
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� Metal Toy Soldiers
� Plastic Toy Soldiers
� 12” Action Figures
� Wargaming
� Model Kits
� Paints & Supplies
� Diorama & Scenic

Materials
� Military Books &

Publications

Tel: 1-781-321-8855
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com
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CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS
• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact:

HENRY KURTZ at (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
or write to

Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #136, New York, NY  10023

HENRY KURTZ, LTD.
Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

163 Amsterdam Avenue • Suite 136 New York, New York  10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 

The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net
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In the fall of 2003 I purchased a very 
old and rather delightful cast lead 
gunboat decked out with a four man 
crew, a cannon mounted on the bow 
and an oversized tiller mounted on 
the stern.  Of even greater interest, 
however, was the name “BISMARK” 
which was clearly marked on the 
gunboat’s side.  

History Cast in Tin
Kamerun: December 20-21, 1884

By Earl Jorgensen

Photo 1 BISMARK from the author's collection.

Photo 2 A period post card image of the S.M.S. Birmarck

Photo 3: Bismarck (2008 version) front side. Photo 4: Bismarck reverse view. 

I would guess that most people are 
aware of the story of the Bismarck; the 
exploits and eventual sinking of the 
famous WW2 German battleship have 
long been immortalized in literature, 
art, film and song. Since there was 
no way that my little gunboat could 
possibly have been made to represent 
that Bismarck, a question immediately 
came to mind: could there have been 
other German navy ships that shared 
the Bismarck name? I was determined 
to find out exactly what my little 
BISMARK did to earn its place in an old 
set of toy soldiers.  

Fortunately, correspondence with the seller had provided me with a clue. BISMARK was originally part of a 
large set of flat toy soldiers that had been in his family for generations. He remembered his father telling him 
that it had something to do with a battle fought “in a place called Cameroon”. A few minutes on Google quickly 
provided the information I was looking for. 
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The Bismarck of WW2 fame was actually the 
fourth German naval vessel to carry the name. 
The first to do so was the Kreuzerfregatten S.M.S. 
Bismarck which carried a crew of 404 along with 
16 cannons. It was commissioned in 1877 and 
served as the flagship for the Westafrikanische 
Geschwader or West African Squadron under the 
command of Admiral Eduard Knorr. In September 
of 1884, the squadron was dispatched to the 
region of the Kamerun river delta on the western 
coast of Africa with orders to use whatever force 
necessary to suppress a native rebellion in the 
newly declared German colony of Kamerun.  
On December 20, the Kreuzerkorvetten S.M.S. 
Olga shelled native villages located upriver while 
Bismarck launched and supported an amphibious 
naval assault party. Within 24 hours order had been restored and the German colony was secured.

I finally had my answers. BISMARK had played 
an important role in German history but this 
knowledge also made me wonder if any other old 
German toy soldier makers had produced sets 
based on the Cameroon campaign. It would be 
very interesting to see how other makers might 
portray BISMARK. I finally got the opportunity 
to find out in the fall of 2008 when another old 
German made Cameroon set was located on 
a German auction site. Not only did the set 
provide another version of BISMARK but it 
also included toy ships marked with the names 
“OLGA”, “KAMERUN” and “AUGUZTA”. 

Although my research found no references to any German naval vessels named KAMERUN or AUGUZTA it does 
not necessarily mean that the vessels didn’t exist or that they were not involved in the Cameroon campaign. 
Remember both Bismarck and Olga were large, heavily armed, state of the art warships. If you look at the 
photos of KAMERUN and AUGUZTA it’s clear from the relative size of the onboard figures that both represent 
much smaller vessels. Bismarck and Olga would have been equipped with a number of such boats and would 
have used them to transport the amphibious assault party to the shore. I would venture a guess that two 
of the smaller boats used in the assault were actually named KAMERUN and AUGUZTA. While this type of 
information would have been considered far too trivial to be included in the official reports written to document 
the campaign, it certainly would have been recounted in the more detailed newspaper accounts read by the 
general public, including our two unknown old German toy soldier makers.

The S.M.S. Bismarck was decommissioned in 1891. It was then modified, secured in a protected anchorage 
and served as a floating warehouse until it was finally scrapped in 1920. The S.M.S. Olga was damaged by a 
hurricane in 1889. It was repaired and remained in service as a training ship until 1906.

History Cast in Tin (Cont.)

Photo 5: OLGA

Photo 8: KAMERUNPhoto 7:  AUGUZTA 

Photo 6: A period photo of the S.M.S. Olga
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY
HACKENSACK SHOW REPORT

NOVEMBER 2008
The 26th Annual East Coast Toy Soldier Show and Sale - Hackensack, New Jersey organized with precision 
by Bill Lango takes place on the first Sunday in November each year. The show always attracts a large crowd 
and this years attendance was no exception. Despite some jitters in the financial market, sales were reported 
to be as good as ever. The expression “walked in the door” not only refers to those collectors who attend, but 
can also be attributed to items that unexpectedly are brought in by members of the public wishing to sell as 
well as buy. The photos below show three such rare pieces that “walked in the door” a previously unknown 
Britains Aircraft prototype in original plain factory sample box, a rare Britains Farm Cardboard back drop and 
display #67F with original box and a very unusual set of 60 mm German made Infantry of the Line Band, circa 
1890 contained in an original box obviously made in France by an as yet unknown company.
 

John Tintera - Osprey Books
Pete Grossman

German Soldiers in a
French Manufacturers Box - See Text

Bill Conover with part of 
his vast Cowboy and Indian 
Collection
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SHOW REPORT PHOTO GALLERY (Cont.)

Rick Berry and Ted Deddens 
with daughter

Larry Weindorf

Ron Ruddell and Bob HevnerShow promoter 
Bill Lango and Family

Rare Britains 67F - See Text Britains Prototype Aircraft 
- See Text

Richard Conte
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SHOW REPORT
W Britains/First Gear 
December 2008 Event

W Britain - First Gear held its annual London event in De-
cember 2008 on the Friday evening prior to the Toy Sol-
dier Show London. This annual get together for W Britain 
Collectors Club members and invited guests is held at the 
Guards Museum, Birdcage Walk London and adjacent to 
Wellington Barracks.

The Gathering gives Collectors Club members an oppor-
tunity to view the upcoming years new products, converse 
with the W Britain - First Gear Staff and obtain a special 
figure from the Redcoats line, limited to 300 models and 
only available at the event or by prior application.

The 2008 figure is # 44009 Fifer 2nd (Coldstream) Foot 
Guards 1815 and compliments the Drummer issued at 
the event in 2007 (See accompanying photos). A postcard 
showing the actual uniforms worn by both soldiers was 
also included in the package given to the guests.
 
On view were a number of items scheduled for release in 
2009 including a Delhi Durbar Elephant which will be part 
of the new Durbar range released in matte paint July 2009. 
More details to follow in OTS Magazines May issue.

#44009 2008 Special

Sam Kiff and Sandra Olinski
Britains First Gear UK
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SHOW REPORT (Cont.)
Wendy Meyer and Reg Auckland 
Toy Soldier Collector Magazine

Richard Walker
Britains First Gear

Patrick Adams

Collector Ted Knight USA and Norman Joplin

Tony Neville (K&C) and 
Shannon Reuss (Treefrog)

Britains Matte Durbar 
Elephant due for release 
July 2009
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2009 20th Annual

WEST COASTER
Toy Soldier & Miniature Figure Show

Sunday, March 8
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Irvine Marriott Hotel
18000 Von Karman Ave. Irvine, CA 92612

An international gathering of leading Manufacturers, Dealers and Collectors.
Room activity on Friday and Saturda. Open to public.

For table information call (760) 758-5481 or fax (760) 758-7004.

Visit our website at westcoaster.com or oldtoysoldierhome.com



32

G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more…

boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian 

sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related 
accessories.  You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores.  All items priced to sell.

• ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA.  2400
North Reading Rd.  Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of 
the Turnpike.  Two cases filled to the brim!  Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.  
Note:  This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA.  725
North Hanover St.  1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the U.S. Army War College.  Easy access from
I-81.  Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA  22152

703-942-6613  •  doktorkec@aol.com

4835 Hickory Valley Road
Heiskell, TN 37754

865-745-1080

Northeast Toy Soldier Society

Toy Soldier Show
SUNDAY,  TH 200

9 AM TO 3 PM

GREAT

FAMIL
Y F

UN!

Now Two Lar
ge

Rooms O
f V

en
dors

And D
es

pl
ay

s

NEW

SHOW
 FLOORPLAN

IN NEW
LY

RENOVATED SPACE

HOLIDAY INN • DEDHAM, MASSACHUSETS

Junction of Route 1 South at Route 128 (I-95) Exit 15A
Call (781) 329-1000 for Hotel Reservations

DONATION . . . $ .00                  CHILDREN UNDER 12 . . . FREE!

For further show information contact:
Show Chairman Mattew Murphy

33 Exchange Street, Malden, MA 02148
Phone: 78

Further information:
www.hobbybunker.com/events

Upcoming show is Sunday, h, 2009

Antique and Contemporary Toy Soldiers of all  Periods
Civilian, Farm, Zoo, Hunt, and Railroad Figures.
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THE 3rd ANNUAL 

 

 
 

“TEXAS TOY SOLDIER SHOW” 
( SPONSORED BY TOY SOLDIERS OF SAN DIEGO ) 

NEW VENUE!!  NEW DATE!! 

THE HISTORIC MENGER HOTEL BALLROOM 
204 ALAMO PLAZA * SAN ANTONIO * TEXAS * 78205 * 210-223-4361 

 ( HOME TO THE FAMOUS "ROUGH RIDERS" BAR AND NEXT TO THE ALAMO!! ) 

SATURDAY MAY 30, 2009 

SUNDAY MAY 31, 2009 

( FRIDAY MAY 29 - DEALER SET-UP ) 

FOR TABLE SPACE AND INFORMATION CALL:  760 – 723 – 6583 
VISIT THE SHOW WEBPAGE: 

http://www.sdsoldiers.com/texas_show_2009.htm 
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AUGUST 22, 2009 • 9AM~3PM

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 • 10AM~5PM
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Saturday 12th of SEPTEMBER 2009Saturday 12th of SEPTEMBER 2009
Holiday Inn London - Bloomsbury
Coram Street, London 
WC1N 1HT
The Turner and Booker Suites
(Only 2 minute walk north of Russell Square 
Underground Station and 1 minute east of the 
Royal National Hotel)

Admission £3
Entry to the PUBLIC - 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Early Bird entry from 6:30 AM - £ 15 

For further details contact:
Norman Joplin
Telephone: 001-262-692-3913
e-mail: info@normanjoplin.com

Rob Wilson
Telephone: 01926 496062

This is a dateline show for old toy soldiers 
and figures, pre 1980 vintage 

Show sponsored by 
Old Toy Soldier 

Magazine



37



38

E.K. POOLE, Commandant
FIVE and DIME CORPS and OUT’N OUT REPRODUCTIONS

And Now….COMMANDANT MINIATURES
By Louis S. Steinberg

Part Two: Childhood, Adolescence, Education, Marriage, U.S. Navy, Medical Practice, Toy Soldiers

	 Before I continue to dwell once again upon the toy soldiering pastime of Ed Poole, I have 
this compelling desire to expose, up front to all, the genealogy of the man, himself, and his 
throng of relatives.
	 Ed Writes, “I discovered that we were not related to any signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence as family folklore has claimed.  And, I had to point out to other blood connections 
that a joyfully discovered relationship to a prominent clan of reivers on the Scots-English bor-
der only meant we were descended from ‘one of the great criminal families of the borderland’ 
and, through them, from some particularly aggressive Vikings.
	 “More mythic bonds to English sheep-stealers and condottieri have not been verified.  
Positive results from genealogical studies have yielded many happy hours tramping over 
Civil War battlefields in the steps of my grandsires.
	 “However, both of my parents, my Father, Edward S. Poole and my Mother, Pauline Bolar 
Poole, were of western European stock, descended from multiple nationalities and strongly 
influenced by the Scots-Irish strain that emphasized education, hard work, thrift, patriotism 
and above all independence and the distrust of elites.  Coincidentally, many streets in our 
little town of Vandergrift, Pennsylvania were named for American military heroes.”
	 Ed, in following family predecessors, entered military service to our country in 1959 as a  
Medical Officer.  He Honorably Resigned in 1967 as Lieutenant Commander, Medical Corps, 
United States Navy.  He proudly recalls, “I was the first in my family to go to sea.
	 “My forbears frequently served in the militias or the U.S. Army from the Revolutionary 
War onwards.  Mostly they were farmers, small business owners and, occasionally, clergy.  
Nearsightedness stopped my ambitions to attend West Point.”

	 During recent years, it has been interesting to 
hear the many stories expressed around the collect-
ing community as to how and when each hobbyist 
became involved in the specialization of Dimestore 
toy soldiers.  The most prominent and expected prob-
able answer always has been, “I played with them as 
a kid.”
	 The likelihood for such a retort almost becomes 
movingly factual for any American boy born within the 
time frame preceding, or the years following, World 
War II.  Along with electric trains, the toy soldiers that 
then sold in the nation’s Five and Ten Cent Stores or 
its Department Stores were most certainly, for boys, 
the era’s playtoys of desire. 
	 It was 1939 when Ed started grade school.  World 
War Two was also in its European childhood.  By 1941, 
with the United State’s entry into the War, youngsters 
throughout the country now were obsessed with war-
like play-acting and gravitated to the toys that sparked 
their combative imaginations.  Dimestore toy soldiers 
easily became a natural interpretation for such play. 
	 Ed’s Mother, while giving piano lessons at home, 
now and then had to admonish him and his friends 
for the noise they were making while engaged in war 

gaming.  This occasionally would cause his retreat to 
Grandma Poole’s house where he also maintained a 
well stocked repository of war toys.
	 So was it for young Edward.  He informs us, 
“Grandma indulged me by herself eating the cereals 
that got me the best prizes…tanks cut from the box-
es; plastic warplanes inside the box or decoders re-
ceived from sending in the boxtops.  My friends and 
I were totally absorbed by the war and all of our play 
involved combat of some sort, distinctly politically in-
correct by today’s standards.
	 “There was of course the standard shoe box 
full of Barclay and Manoil lead soldiers to maneuver 
both indoors and out.  And, a bag of wooden blocks 
and Lincoln Logs to build their fortifications.  Also 
a scuffed wooden toy box containing a Marx tank; 
a pressed steel bomber; a spring-firing cannon and 
some Tootsietoy or Keystone ships, the latter water-
logged from bathtub naval engagements.
	 “Furthermore, I do remember in my only toy sol-
dier activity that involved a girl, Cousin Stephanie 
and I lined up parades on Grandfather’s back porch 
which, at her insistence, included such non-military 
items as fire trucks and a pressed steel ice wagon.”

From Little on 
I’ve Always Wanted to 

be A Commandant
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E.K. POOLE, Commandant (Cont.)

	 Many other war games were conducted in 
the woods behind Ed’s Grandpa’s house.  Forts 
and hideouts were assembled.  Cap and squirt 
guns were the weapons of choice till his father 
and some of the fathers of his mates helped 
by fabricating in wood much larger Lewis Gun 
pieces.
	 Other scrappy contests like “Capture the 
Flag” were engagingly more active.  Ed said, 
“We discovered a pile of wooden insulators be-
hind a clump of bushes.  They made wonder-
ful ‘potato mashers’ hand grenades until one 
bopped a girl bystander who promptly told the 
teacher on us.
	 Continuing with childhood memories, Ed 
said, “Two of my Christmas presents in 1941, 
before all metal became war strategic and was 
forbidden to toy manufactures, were significant 
to my later hobby activities.  The first was an 
A.C. Gilbert home casting set with which my 
Father helped me produce my own toy soldiers, 
pouring hot lead into firmly clamped two-part 
molds.  The other was a wondrous Lionel train 
layout, on a platform under the tree, complete 
with lighted Japanese cardboard houses, min-
iature bottle brush pines and Britains Ltd. peo-
ple and animals.
	 “The train was great for transporting troops 
but was also an introduction to the model rail-
roading hobby that taught me, through the pag-
es of Model Railroader magazine, techniques of 
pattern and mold making and characteristics of 
casting materials.  These were valuable in mak-
ing miniatures later.”
	 Often times the space for the article al-
lowed may be constrictive to storytelling when 
so much bio material has been acquired.  Ed’s 
colorful and structured narrative, My Life and 
Toy Soldier Times as Told to Lou Steinberg, of-
fers a copious amount that could easily be fully 
quoted.  However, the weight of summarization 
is on every computer key stroked.
	 Ed had become a high school student within 
the Vandergrift public school system.  Although 
by now toys were mostly forgotten.  The family 
Christmas trips of the early 40s to Pittsburgh 
were still fresh holiday recollections when keep-
ing in mind the surprise of all the toys in the 
animated window displays of the department 
stores.  Ed mentions, “In 1942 I would be given 
a dollar with which I usually would buy a Brit-
ains field piece rather than a boxed set of eight 
soldiers for the same price.”

WW II Soldiers in ID Model Jeep

Cart Drill with Browning 30cal Machine Gun

Rare Five and Dime Corps German Conversions

Why Not ??
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	 High School was completed for Ed in 1951 with 
senior year remembrances as a member of the Rifle 
Club and owning his own Remington .22 rifle and .22 
Ruger pistol.  Summertime was spent jerking sodas 
at Kuhn’s Drug Store.  It was here where he met and 
became friendly with some college students that were 
WW II vets and who, along with his parents, fostered 
him to enroll in college.
	 The vets emphasized, “Learn something practical 
and do service later as an officer.”  After all, the Ko-
rean War had already begun when in 1950 the North 
Korean Democratic People’s Republic crossed the 
38th Parallel and headed south towards Seoul.
	 Ed’s Grandpa Bolar had success as a druggist 
and Ed put in many hours as a drug clerk.  He cited, 
“I was not entirely persuaded about college but heard 
there was a Navy rating called ‘Pharmacist’s Mate’ 
so I was off to the University of Pittsburgh College of 
Pharmacy where, in 1951, I became a ‘Pharmacy Ap-
prentice,’ my first professional certificate.  In 1955, I 
received my B.S. degree in Pharmacy.
 	 “However, after my freshman year, fate did change 
my course of life.  An evening position for drawing 
blood was offered at Northside Pittsburgh Hospital.  
My veteran friends were working there, but when I 
arrived the job already had been taken.  There was, in 

spite of that, an opening for an emergency x-ray night 
call technician.  I spent a summer in the radiology 
department learning the basics.  After that, I was an 
x-ray technician.  In those days medical technology 
was a lot less formal.  
	 “Soon, I began taking extra night courses to 
qualify for pre-med and soon I left for Philadelphia to 
attend Jefferson Medical College.
	 “There was one other fateful and very momentous 
encounter while I worked at the Northside Hospital…. 
On one Saturday morning, through an open door be-
tween a hospital library and an adjacent storeroom, 
I spied a lovely young girl restocking supplies for the 
hospital’s business office.
	 “Margery Jean Heuer became my Wife in August 
of 1956; my support through medical school; and 
partner through the challenges of Navy life and medi-
cal practice; and, the mother of our four children.”
	 Ed received his medical doctorate from Jeffer-
son in 1959.  The years through medical school saw 
sparse income and tight budgets.  So strict, that even 
$8.00 for a really desired Britains Mountain Gun Set 
was out of the question.  Further medical training as a 
hospital intern proposed very minimal pay.  As appar-
ent fatherhood came to be a reality, family finances 
had to be pondered that much more.  Money is the 

Strombecker Tank Kit with Five and Dime Corps  Fighting for Love

Bless You in Battle Officer & Enlisted Marine

Red Cross Medics in Action

Five and Dime Corps Machine Gun Squad Pulling Out

E.K. POOLE, Commandant (Cont.)
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undeniable quandary that most often concerns young 
families.  The Pooles were no different.
	 “It was at this point that joining the armed ser-
vices once again became attractive,” states Ed.  “I 
memorized the eye chart at the Philadelphia recruiting 
office and was readily headed for an eight year career 
as a Naval Medical Officer.  This included training and 
the ‘pay-back’ years, meaning one at sea and three 
at a naval hospital.”  Good Lord!  What about toy sol-
diering? 
	 Well you can take the man out of the hobby, but 
not the hobby out of the man.  Surely some loqua-
cious Southerner must have sobbed that.  Anyway, 
1960 rolled around very fast.  Ed found himself home-
ported in Newport, Rhode Island as a Medical Officer 
for Destroyer Squadron 20 which happened to travel 
extensively.  He said, “My collecting interests were 
revived.  I acquired sets and/or figures from Gibraltar, 
Naples, Barcelona and Karachi…. Plus, a fund of sea 
stories.”

	 Destroyer Squadron 20, in 1961, was assigned to 
the Project Mercury Recovery Force.  Ed humorously 
expresses, “I have bored hearers ever since enumer-
ating exciting tales of my high-lining between ships 
and waiting tensely to recover space capsules.
	 “For my final Navy years, 1965-67, I was Chief 
of Radiology (in fact, the only radiologist) and Radia-
tion Safety Officer at the U.S. Naval Hospital in Cor-
pus Christi, Texas.  I had received from the American 
Board of Radiology certifications in Diagnostic Radi-
ology, Radiation Therapy and Nuclear Medicine.”
	 Now donning his civvies and entering into civil-
ian medical practice in Austin, Texas, Ed experienced 
radiology that was quite stimulating as many newer 
technologies had been advanced.  Luckily, the super-
visors within the small group with which he worked 
allowed time for family life.
	 Hours were engaged in Cub and Boy Scouting.  
For years Ed and Margie were adult Scout leaders, 
ultimately seeing their three sons becoming Eagle 

M2 Medium Tank Auburn Conversion U.S.A. M5 with 3” Gun U.K. Light Tank Vickers MK VI

U.K. Infantry ‘Matilda’ MK II U.K. Cruiser ‘Covenanter’ MK V U.K. Infantry ‘Churchill’ MK IV

German Pz IV Afrika Korps German Pz Kpfw I Japanese Amphibian Tankette

E.K. POOLE, Commandant (Cont.)
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Scouts.  There were also church and Sunday 
School activities, six years for Ed teaching sixth 
grade.  Let’s not forget PTA, band concerts, 
school plays, sport events and, for their daugh-
ter, the choir and drill team performances.
	 For all things considered, both career and 
family life were progressing smoothly.  Ed af-
firms, “After renting for a few years, we built a 
home outside Austin that included my dream 
of a ‘large train room.’  The big model train lay-
out never materialized.  But soon, to my wife’s 
dismay, toy soldiers filled the room to overflow-
ing.”  Strange.  Bet a lot of us collectors have 
encountered a similar experience.
	 An evolution to creativity was building to-
wards a special purpose.  Through Ed’s unique 
“lists of wants” he reactivated his WW II child-
hood interests in building and collecting the 
wooden military Strombecker kits.  After ob-
taining and constructing a few, he surmised, 
“They would display better with Dimestore-type 
crews.”
	 Remembering years back when he helped 
his eldest son with his school project to form a 
castle and to provide its defending archers, it 
was then he first attempted making a plaster-
backed RTV mold that would cast the Britains 
plastic-type bowmen in lead.
	 The wooden vehicles, however, were mostly 
fragile and required a lighter than metal casting 
material.  Ed’s usage of two-part epoxy paste 
to fill his RTV molds became an unfortunate 
one.
	 He said, “By the time epoxy cans assert-
ed disclaimers stating the product was known 
to cause cancer, I had been slopping the stuff 
over my hands for some years, packing it into 
molds and then cleaning up with acetone.  I 
developed a bladder cancer at a younger age 
than it usually occurs, fortunately a superficial 
and curable type.  I am still very careful with the 
little epoxy I presently use. 
	 “Lead toxicity or talc inhalations never have 
been a problem, probably because all my ear-
ly casting was done out of doors and later, in 
workshops with powerful exhaust fans over the 
melting pots.  Blood lead levels have always 
been normal.”  Caution is the indicative proce-
dure for all of us.
	 The vehicle crews were only the beginning 
of Ed’s conversion venture.  The undertaking of 
many, many variations on the current Dimestore 
figures followed.  His Five and Dime Corps grew 

U. K. WW II Soldiers for AFV’s and Motor Transports

U. S. WWII Soldiers for AFV’s and Motor Transports

Vickers Machine Gun and Crew in Britains Ltd Lorry

E.K. POOLE, Commandant (Cont.)
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to more than twenty-plus categories that were well 
documented for swaps only in his sundry catalogs.
	 He suggests, “In general, my interest was to 
create figures that the Dimestore manufactures of 
the 30’s might have created had they had time and 
inclination to expand their ranges.  By the time I 
ceased production I had an extensive idea list of 
never-to-be-realized future projects.”  Way too, too 
bad, for all of us Dimestore buffs that this was un-
able to materialize.
	 However, another subsidiary, Commandant 
Miniatures, was engendered in the few years before 
Ed retired in 1992 from his Austin medical prac-
tice.
	 Aiming at the 54mm niche market and present-
ly having the capability of spin-casting, production 
geared up for the smaller vehicle parts and crews.  
Most types of seated soldiers, infantry, machine 
gun sections, platoon and brigade headquarters are 
offered for display in Britains and similar vehicles.  
All with the correct weapons, when customary, are 
boxed for sale or may be acquired singly.
	 Ed explains, “At peak production, I employed, 
with varying success, as many as three high school 
students to do figure painting.  My prime painter, 
James Peacock, then in college, now has his own 
toy soldier manufacturing business in Tyler, Texas.  
I yet continued to do the vehicle fabrication.  My 
marketing was at shows, by mail via ads and the 
website, www.commandantminiatures.com 
which is still operative.”
	 Occasionally time permitted Ed to be away from 
his medical practice.  Then he and Margie would 
enjoy attending nearby toy soldier shows as well 
as those back East.  Before long Ed was to experi-
ence one of life’s overwhelming nadirs.  Ed said, 
“Margie and I were together for forty six years, until 
her death in 2000.”
 	 It was evident that he would be moving to a 
smaller lodging after her demise.  There would be 
no room for hordes of toy soldiers along with their 
complimentary toy items, as well as, the Five and 
Dime Corps and Out ‘N Out Reproductions.
	 “When I became a widower, I had the great 
good fortune to meet at church a very beautiful 
lady, Dorothy Newton Coates, widowed earlier that 
same year.  I did remember teaching years ago in 
Sunday School some of her children.  So, in my 
being reverential over coffee, Dee and I learned we 
had much in common, including an interest in recy-
cling….i.e., she with her antique business and me 
dealing with toy soldiers.

Daimler Armoured Car Mk I

Britains Ltd Style Loyd Carrier and 54mm Crew

Dodge 3/4 Ton Command Car with General & Crew

E.K. POOLE, Commandant (Cont.)
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	 Ed and Dee were married in late December of 
2000.  They have been living happily ever after, as Ed 
avows, “searching through fairs, shops and auctions 
on two continents for our many various interests.  We 
do less shows each year but I always get a corner 
of Dee’s antique booths to sell Toy Soldiers Old and 
New, sewed into attractive new red boxes.”   
	 Commandant Miniatures now maintains two 
well-equipped workshops, one being in a rural New 
Hampshire summer cottage and the other in home-
based Austin, Texas.
	 Aside from the maniacal life of toy soldiering, 
Ed has never lost his penchant for toy trains. Today, 
against the fence of his beautiful Texas backyard, he 
is constructing along with the electrical assistance 
of his son, David, a magnificent Marklin, large scale, 
garden model railroad.  One day soon it will be chuff-
ing about, adjacent to “Deezie Park” and the grand-
children’s play equipment.
	 Ed muses, “Restorations yet remain part of my 
hobby life.  The direction although has been recently 
channeled towards antiques and finally, I have learned 
to accomplish delicate soldering, I try to be faithful 
in my restorations but, in rare instances, succumb to 
temptation, reverting to my old conversion tricks by 
arming a Zulu with a tommygun or dressing a Britains 
cowboy in a top hat.”  
	 Well, “Doc” Poole, now working on three score 
and fifteen, misses the camaraderie of his good col-
lecting friends who have either died or left the soldier 
show circuit.  Ed says, “One of the most rewarding 
aspects of the hobby had been corresponding with 
fellow collectors.
	 “At one point, two file cabinet drawers bulged 
with letters, but now only e-mail is common.  I can re-
member an East Coast letter commenting on Auburn 

Rubber production with concerns regarding a tank 
soldier, running and looking skyward.  That figure still 
has not been verified.  Yet, I have been correspond-
ing with Richard O’Brien, the premiere Dimestore re-
searcher of us all, for thirty years.”
	 Edward Kern Poole, retired Lt. Commander, U.S. 
Navy Medical Corps and retired private practice, 
Medical Doctor, is to be given thanks for serving his 
country and, of most importance, for the valued years 
for serving his fellow man.
	 Our toy soldier hobby, by comparison, may be 
considered to occupy the smallest aisle in our mind 
within the great basement of life’s toy store.  Most of 
what we collect is not looked at with the same en-
thusiasm as it was when we were searching for it.  
Nevertheless, like so many others, we are still always 
in want.  It must be the mania of the collector.
	 Toy soldiering may not be the ultimate pastime 
we could have wished for.  But now, that we are at the 
party, we might as well enjoy everyone else attend-
ing.  

	 Ed Poole was the best in a Dimestore conversion 
era when versatility and adroitness became essen-
tial.
	 The author, Vida Scudder, wrote, “It is through 
creativity, not possessing, that life is revealed.”  I am 
of the belief the reason for Ed’s talent is that it was 
intended for him.
	 In the diversion of Dimestore toy soldiering Ed-
ward Kern Poole’s creativity rang the gong; grabbed 
the brass ring; moved the needle; set the pace; hit 
the jackpot….etc., etc., etc.
	 His Dimestore inventive reputation in a niche of 
our much larger hobby will be long praised by honest 
men.

E.K. POOLE, Commandant (Cont.)

When We Get There I’ll Update You in a Future
 Issue on More About Commandant Miniatures
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Donning War Paint!: Some further Rarities 
for Britains Aircraft Collectors

By Rob Wilson

In 1940 the clouds of war were thickening over 
Europe,  but Britains were still turning out a few toys 
for export to the USA and other countries not yet 
embroiled in the conflict. By May 1941 Britains had 
ceased production of toys, turning their capacity 
over to helping to make munitions and not returning 
to the manufacture and distribution of toys until the 
end of 1945.

During the 1930s Britains began to provide modern 
mechanized equipment to support their troops. 
This included in 1930 the introduction of the (RAF) 
Monoplane with pilot (Set # 433). This was closely 
followed in 1931 by a slightly larger set including 
additional pilots and aircraftsmen (Set #434).  
Looking towards the US market, US Army Air Force 
versions of the same sets were also produced (Sets 
# 435 and 436 respectively). Following real life 
practice at the time, the RAF set was issued in a 
flash silver livery, in keeping with the spirit of the art 
deco period. In contrast, the US set was issued in a 
rather more functional dark olive/khaki drab.

In 1930 the monoplane was at the cutting edge of 
technology.  A large proportion of the RAF aircraft 
fleet at the time was still made up of traditional bi-
planes.  These were produced by a myriad of small 
companies such as Hawker, Bristol and Gloucester. 
The famous monoplanes that played such a  crucial 
part in the “Battle of Britain”, the  Supermarine 
Spitfire and Hawker Hurricane, were still gleams 
in their designer’s eyes rather than operational 
aircraft. The Britains model was not obviously 
based on any particular real life prototype. Despite 
it being somewhat under-scale, with its square cut 
wings, radial engine and open cockpit, it  captured 
the essence of  flying in this pioneering period of 
the development of military applications of the 
monoplane. Recall that in 1933 the Wright Brothers 
were only just celebrating the 30th anniversary of 
the first powered flight, and the appropriate strategy 
and tactics for use of this “new fangled” weapon 
were still being developed. 

In 1937 Britains, somewhat belatedly, introduced a 
biplane (Set #1521). This used many of the same 
components as the monoplane, including fuselage, 
tail plane, undercarriage, engine and propeller, 
as well as the pilot, and the same box.  The latter 
was an ingenious design which allowed the base/

tray of the box to be used as a small hanger with 
pitched roof. This latter feature was emphasized 
on the illustrated label. According to James Opie 
this label was the first for 20 years NOT to be 
illustrated by Fred Whistock.  One change in the 
biplane compared with the earlier sets was that 
the wings were redesigned with rounded tips to 
give a more modern look. The same improvements 
were also introduced to the monoplane sets, 
which now used the same new box label with the 
biplane in the foreground.  The rounded wings 
made the monoplane model a little more like the 
real life Spitfire and Hurricane that were just being 
introduced to the RAF (although these both had 
enclosed cockpits and radial engines). These much 
faster and more powerful machines were soon to 
make the traditional biplanes obsolete, and by the 
start of hostilities only a very few biplanes remained 
in service with the RAF and the Fleet Air Arm. This 
may explain why the Britain biplane was not very 
popular and is now a great rarity, despite continuing 
in the catalogue for 4 years. 

Picture 1: The British Monoplane in its “War Paint”
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As the war clouds gathered the real aircraft were 
donning their war paint. Camouflage schemes, 
rather than the bright silver that was de rigueur for 
air shows, become the norm. In Britain there was 
a standard camouflage scheme introduced around 
1938/39 of Dark Earth (brown), over painted with 
large irregular areas of dark green, to a set pattern. 
This was applied to the top surfaces of aircraft such 
as the Spitfires and Hurricanes that were to play 
such a  major part in the “Battle of Britain”.  This 
battle was fought out in 1940/1941 between the 
Luftwaffe and the RAF for control of the skies over 
Great Britain. As indicated in his famous speeches, 
Churchill regarded the RAF’s victory in this campaign 
as a crucial milestone in WW II.  

At some time during the early years of the war 
Britains followed suit and began for a very short 
period to issue their aircraft with a spray painted 

camouflage finish, both over and underside.  The 
original real life aircraft had a more complex paint 
scheme.  Initially the undersides were painted 
somewhat bizarrely with one side black and the other 
white or duck egg blue! This was later followed by 
a single duck egg blue finish for all under surfaces. 
This was obviously too complicated for a toy and 
Britains simply applied the same finish to top and 
undersides

Such examples are exceedingly rare, and until 
recently I thought that I might be the owner of the 
only surviving example.  This was purchased a few 
years ago at the Chicago toy soldier mecca. It came 
with an impressive provenance, via Ray Haradin, 
Bill Miele, Arnold Rolak and long time dealer Warren 
Mitchell. The latter bought the item directly from the 
original owner (Mr J. G MacKay), who later wrote to 
Arnold to explain a little of the history from his 

Donning War Paint!: Some further Rarities 
for Britains Aircraft Collectors (Cont.)

Picture 2:  Letters of provenance 1, from the original owner 
to Arnold Rolak  

Picture 3:  Letters of provenance 2, from Arnold Rolak to Bill Miele  
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 Picture 4:  Set 436, USA Monoplane in camouflage finish, with air crew, 
in original “hanger box”.  The latter has suffered from storage in damp 

conditions but the aircraft and figures are virtually mint.

Picture 5:  US Monoplane, pilot and attendant air crew pose for a 
group shot.

perspective. Arnold found a “hanger” and this is 
the set now shown in Picture 1. Pictures 2 and 3 
show the letters of provenance from Mr McKay to 
Arnold Rolak and from him to Bill Miele.  The latter 
comments how strange it is that this little aircraft 
should have returned to Cleveland  Ohio where it 
was originally purchased (in 1939 or 1940).  Since 
then it has emulated Alcock and Brown and made 
the Atlantic crossing from West to East (albeit with 
a bit of help from British Airways!).

Up until recently, I had never heard of another 
example. Imagine then my excitement on looking 
through the catalogue of a small English country 
auction house to find one listed amongst a lot 
of other Britains items dating from around 1940. 
Somewhat ironically, this one turned out to be a 
US model, Set #436 with aircrew and pilots.  The 
latter are a slightly odd combination, with two 
Privates from Set #334, one each  from Set #330 
and 331 and two pilots (one in sidcot suit and one 
in short coat).  All are absolutely mint and match 
perfectly. 

The colour scheme of the aircraft is identical to 
the RAF example, apart from the national insignia.  
In both cases, the underlying colour is dark earth, 
with a light overspray of dark green on both top 
and undersides.  Unlike the Britains adult giraffe, 
which used a fretwork frame enclosing the model 
to impose a common pattern on the spray over 
coat  of dark stripes, this has been done by hand 
on the monoplanes, with a few quick strokes of 
the spray gun.

After the war, Britains re-released Sets #433 
and 435 although they were deleted in 1947. A 
number of these aircraft were issued in bright 
colours although this was probably as much due 
to the shortage of silver paint as for any deliberate 
choice. These rarities were described in the earlier 
piece in OTS by Bill Miele (OTS Volume 28, no. 
2, Summer 2004). Despite all the research that 
has been undertaken, new variations and oddities 
continue to surface. How many other examples are 
there in existence? Was the biplane ever released 
in a camouflaged “war paint”?  Please get in touch 
with the author if you have any more information 
on this fascinating aspect of Britains production.  

Donning War Paint!: Some further Rarities 
for Britains Aircraft Collectors (Cont.)



49

King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at

THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,

Britains,Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 St. Petersburg
Studios,The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier

Australian makers. Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.
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BOOK REVIEW
The Story of the Cadbury Cococubs

and
The Cococub Variants

By John Cupman
Reviewed By Russ Bednarek

	 The Cadbury Cococubs will always  be remembered 
as one of the most successful commercial promotions 
ever.   Initially started as a “give away” item in tins of 
Cadbury Cocoa, the charming diminutive figures became 
the collecting rage of England during the mid 1930’s.  The 
unanticipated success of the Cococubs completely ex-
hausted Britain’s inventory within weeks.  To meet the 
overwhelming demand, Britains opened a new factory 
that proved to be only a temporary solution.  When Brit-
ains contracted with an additional two factories, it was 
only then that enough Cococubs were produced to sat-
isfy young collectors.
	 The immense popularity of the Cococub figures led 
to the creation of numerous related items.  There were 
games; “Cococub Race Game” and “Cocub-The Cococub 
Game”, the newsletter; “The Cococub News”, postcards, 
cardboard buildings, membership badges and more.
	 The fascinating story of the Cadbury Cococubs and 
related memorabilia is the subject of John Cupman’s 
“The Story of the Cadbury Cococubs”.  Cupman pro-
vides the reader with a chronological history of the Coco-
cubs, describing precisely when items were created and 
introduced into the Cococub world.  The author does an 
amazing job of telling the Cococub story enhancing an 
easy to read text with pictures of Cococub related objects 
and the delightful artwork of vintage advertisements.
	 Once Cupman has you hooked on the Cococubs, 
you will definitely want his second book, “The Cococub 

Variants”.  An invaluable guide for Cococub collectors, 
“Variants” is simply page after page after page of full 
color, close up photographs of all the known Cococub 
variants.  The format is; left page color photograph of 
the variants, right page corresponding text.  Using the 
figure of “Willie Mouse” as an example, the left-hand 
page shows the four variants of the figure.  The right-
hand page text reads, “34. Red suit with blue patch, 
white collar, blue tie, white socks, white shoes”.  “34a. 
As 34 except no patch”. This format is used for all the 
Cococub figures.
	 “The Story of the Cadbury Cococubs” and “The Co-
cocub Variants” provides a detailed history and record 
of Britains most unique endeavors.  The two charming 
7”x7” hardback, self-published books are the result of 
John Cupman’s passion, knowledge and dedication to 
telling the Cococub tale and related collectibles.  Both 
titles are available from John Cupman.

Contact Information
John Cupman
72 Holmsdale Grove
Barnehurst, Kent, DA7 6NY
United Kingdom
email:cococub@btinternet.com

The books can also be obtained via 
www.blurb.com/bookstore
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Now Available!

Order your specially signed copy of 
Britains New Toy Soldiers 1973 to the Present 

by contacting Norman Joplin
535 Fir Street • Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021
Telephone: 262-692-3913 • 262-388-1140

Email: info@normanjoplin.com
www.normanjoplin.com

Price is: $99.99
 US Mailing Canadian Mailing UK Mailing
 $5.00 $22.60 $37.50

Now Available!
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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Soldier Boy Miniatures
3645 Upper Mountain Road
Sanborn, NY 14132

Tel 716-731-2529  Fax 716-731-1803
Email mulcahysbm@aol.com

We assemble and hand paint individual model 
and toy soldier figures. We carry:

Our specialty “Giving the collector the special figure or 
diorama setting they want at a reasonable price”. We 
will work with you on your custom project. If you have 
kits that need to be assembled and painted let us do the 
job for you. You  might be surprised at our quote. Refer-
ences on request. 

Suggested prices are 
Foot Figures $25.00 - $50.00
Mounted $55.00 - $100.00

We currently have a limited selection of 
Imperial Town Around Figures. Contact us for a list.

Mike Allen
New Hope
Monarch
Shenandoah
Hinchliffe
Tradition

Michael Roberts
Andrea
Pegasso
Soldiers
Seil
Reviesco

Warriors
Nemrod/historex
Verlinden/Iaredo
Custom diramics
Valiant miniatures
Sea Soldier
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Here’s another edition of DIMESTORE UPDATE that 
is intended to continue the flow of information and 
documentation on new Dimestore discoveries and 
variations. Since it is fairly certain that there will 
never be an update to Richard O’Brien’s 3rd edition 
of Collecting American-made TOY SOLDIERS, this 
forum in the OTS magazine is all that we have to 
continue to chronicle our hobby. Please take a few 
minutes to share your Dimestore discoveries by 
contributing items to DIMESTORE UPDATE so that 
our hobby continues to grow in knowledge and 
participants. As you can see from the items in this 
UPDATE, all it takes is mailing or emailing a photo 
and a brief paragraph to Norm Joplin of OTS and he 
will take it from there.

I am compelled to begin this 
DIMESTORE UPDATE with a 
correction to an unforgivable 
error in my previous DIMESTORE 
UPDATE. The segment on Grey 
Iron’s G40 Marine in white stated 
that “there is not, nor has there 
ever been, an official, all white 
dress uniform of the Corps”. Well 
I was dead wrong and this former 
Marine heard from some other 
former Marines about my error. The 
photo shows a Marine officer in an 
all white dress uniform. He can’t be 
a real Marine though because you 
can see the hanger creases in his 
trousers, which would be grounds for court martial. 
The white dress uniform was only for officers and 
was discontinued some time ago but was valid issue 
when G40’s were being painted white in Mount Joy, 
PA. Forgive me General Chesty Puller, Sir!

In OTS VOL 26 Number 4, Winter 2003, I wrote a 
short article on two variations of Barclay’s early BC1 

cannon. One version had a narrow, plain, tin shield 
and a square patterned lattice work in the carriage. 
The other one had a wide tin shield with punch press 
holes and a diagonal patterned lattice work in the 
carriage. Pictured is a 3rd variant of BC1 with the 
narrow tin shield, diagonal lattice pattern and a short 
knob on the underside of the barrel near the shield. 

The Barclay B134 paratrooper shown is the only one 
I have seen with a solid piece of casting between 
the legs. It is painted the same color of brown as the 
rest to the figure and could simply be flashing that a 
Barclay worker failed to remove and decided to paint. 
Anyone ever see a B134 like this?

This Barclay B93 military motorcyclist is unlike any 
pictured in O’Brien based on the configuration of the 
sprockets, drive train and other engine features. It is 
similar to B93c but B93c has “MADE U.S.A.” markings 
on the front fender that are not present on the pictured 

DIMESTORE UPDATE 
By Stan Alekna
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figure. It looks like another variant of B93, which I will 
dub B93X. Finding this figure has prompted me to 
embark on a project to identify and provide a set of 
clear photos and descriptions of all B93 variants in a 
future OTS article. I would sure appreciate any help in 
the way of photos or information. 

Although it was made in the 1930’s, (the painted metal 
wheels date it) the two-piece, 4-3/4” long, Barclay, 
B175  “GASOLINE” tanker was never catalogued, 
numbered or pictured until the publication of the 4th 
edition of Collecting TOY CARS & TRUCKS. I don’t 
know where it was hiding all those years but it is quite 
rare and would sell for $200-$225 in the condition 
pictured. 

While not a variant per se, the photo of the mint-in-
box Manoil vehicles is a great rarity that I thought 
DIMESTORE collectors would enjoy seeing. The 
box is designed to be formed into a garage. The box 
lid indicates that one of the “SPEEDSTERS” was a 
police car and shows a Manoil No. 707 painted in 
the two-tone, green and white color scheme used by 

Barclay for some of it’s die cast and slush cast police 
cars. However, the No. 707 in the box is solid blue. 
Also, all vehicles have black tires, not the white tires 
on wooden hubs as shown on the lid.  This old-store-
stock boxed set was discovered in August 2008 so 
there are still lots of great finds out there if you keep 
digging.
	
	
	
	
	
	

  			 
				  

Stan Alekna
732 Aspen Lane

Lebanon, PA 17042
(717) 228-2361

email: salekna1936@yahoo.com

DIMESTORE UPDATE (Cont.)
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www.burlingtontoys.com

G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more…

boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian 

sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related 
accessories.  You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores.  All items priced to sell.

• ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA.  2400
North Reading Rd.  Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of 
the Turnpike.  Two cases filled to the brim!  Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.  
Note:  This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA.  725
North Hanover St.  1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the U.S. Army War College.  Easy access from
I-81.  Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA  22152

703-942-6613  •  doktorkec@aol.com
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Sir William Fitz-Warren
English Tournament Knight

Late Fourteenth Century
50mm Scale

Le Sire De Genvelle vs. Le Sieur De Blainville
French Tournament Knights Late Fourteenth Century

50mm Scale

Le Sire De Cromwell English vs. 
Jean II Le Meingre “Boucicault”

Comte De Beaufort Et Alais
French Tournament Knights Late Fourteenth Century

50 mm Scale
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NEW RELEASES FROM BEAU GESTE
Reviewed By: Russ Bednarek

GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW

	   South American toy soldier 
manufacturer Beau Geste con-
tinues to provide collectors 
with a steady stream of new 
releases.  Matte finished toy 
soldiers currently dominate our 
hobby, but Beau Geste remains 
true to the traditional gloss 

painting style.  The gloss paint in combination with 
Beau Geste’s distinct sculpting style results in a truly 
charming toy soldier.  Exceptional historical accuracy 
and the quality of Beau Geste’s figures have enabled 
the company to become and remain one of the most 
popular products of the hobby.
	 With a focus on subjects that other companies 
tend to ignore, Beau Geste has cultivated a dedicated 
collector base.  Typical of this “non-mainstream” phi-
losophy is new release Set 255-Dutch Bicycle Band, 
Fanfarekorps Koninklijke Landmacht, Regiment 
Wielrijders 1917.  The Netherlands has a tradition 
of bicycle bands dating back to the 1880’s that con-
tinues to today.  The twelve piece set is comprised 
of eleven musicians playing six different instruments 
and a conductor.  The musicians are depicted playing 
their well sculpted instruments while standing astride 
their expertly rendered bicycles.  Clad in a khaki uni-
form with kepi, this set will definitely be a most unique 
addition to your collection.
	 The most impressive and massive new release is 
Set 250-Elephant Band Of Orchha, Retainers Re-
view, from the Delhi Durbar 1903 range.  The Delhi 
Durbar of 1903 was held to commemorate the corona-
tion of King Edward VII and Queen Alexandra, as Em-
peror and Empress of India.  The ensuing review was 
an opportunity for the native chief retainers of each 
state to display their wealth, power and splendor by 
parading their infantry, cavalry, bands and elephants.

	 The Elephant Band Of Orchha is Beau Geste’s 
most current addition to their Delhi Durbar range and 
is a true work of art.  A total of five figures, four musi-
cians and a mahout, (driver), sit atop the adorned el-
ephant. Two musicians play the massive kettledrums 
attached to the sides of the elephant.  The remaining 
musicians play a small pair of cymbals and a large 
brass instrument resembling an oversized baritone.  
The elephant is a virtual palette of color.  The vibrant 
elaborate drapings worn by the elephant are further 
enhanced with various patterns and colors of embroi-
dery.  The large kettledrums appear even more promi-
nent as a series of three flower decorated drapes 
encompass each drum.  The final figure is a walking 
escort with spear.
	 The Beau Geste Delhi Durbar range now numbers 
an astonishing forty-seven sets.  Even more impres-
sive is that the Elephant Band Of Orchha is now the 
tenth pachyderm of the Delhi Durbar line.  The entire 
Beau Geste line is available from Treefrog Treasures, 
(see their ad in this issue), who provide excellent cus-
tomer service.
 

CONTACT INFORMATION
Treefrog Treasures

248 Sandstone Dr. NW
Eyota, MN  55934

Phone:1-866-394-2418
FAX:1-800-848-3196

email:Sales@treefrogtreasures.com
Website:www.treefrogtreasures.com
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Standard Oil was a predominant 
American integrated oil produc-
ing, transporting, refining, and 
marketing company. Established 
in 1870, it operated as a major 
company trust and was one of 
the world’s first and largest mul-
tinational corporations until it was 
broken up by the United States 
Supreme Court in 1911. John D. 
Rockefeller was a founder, chair-
man and major shareholder, and 
the company made him a billion-
aire.

As the company grew through ef-
fective business practices, it de-
veloped other strongly anti-com-
petitive strategies, including a 
systematic program of offering to 
purchase competitors. After pur-
chasing them, Rockefeller shut 
down those he believed to be in-
efficient and kept the others.

In 1897, John Rockefeller retired 
from the Standard Oil Company 
of New Jersey, the holding com-
pany of the group, but remained a 
major shareholder.

By 1890, Standard Oil controlled 
88% of the refined oil flows in the 
United States. The state of Ohio 
successfully sued Standard, com-
pelling the dissolution of the trust 
in 1892. But Standard only sepa-
rated off Standard Oil of Ohio and 
kept control of it.

On May 15, 1911, the US Su-
preme Court upheld a lower court 
judgment and declared the Stan-
dard Oil group to be an “unrea-
sonable” monopoly under the 
Sherman Antitrust Act. It ordered 
Standard to break up into 34 in-
dependent companies with dif-
ferent boards of directors.

Standard Oil Advertising Premiums 
by Rodney Hopson 
and Norman Joplin

“What a Neck” The Ostrich

“Leaping Lena” The Kangaroo

“Spotty Dot” The Leopard
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The successor companies from Standard Oil’s 
breakup form the core of today’s US oil industry.
 
The accompanying photos were submitted by 
Rodney Hopson www.rodneysdimestoregallery.
com  and are obviously premium/advertising 
figures possibly dating back to the mid nine-
teen thirties,they show named character animals 
made of die-cast,vehicular in style and with rub-
ber tires, and one is reminded of the similar Brit-
ains Cadbury Cococub scheme which was de-
veloped during the same period in the UK.
 
If any readers have examples of these items or 
information on their release, please contact Rod-
ney via his web site or the editor of Old Toy Sol-
dier Magazine at info@normanjoplin.com

Standard Oil Advertising Premiums (Cont.)

The underside of a figure showing slush casting

“Roaring Leo” The Lion “Hillbilly” The Bear

Left to Right: “Tuffy Tom” The Tiger, “Hillbilly” The Bear, “Roaring Leo” The Lion, 
“What a Nose” The Elephant, “Hee Haw Harry” the Zebra
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16 South Third Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our site
gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.
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28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS.  FRANCE.                        Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7  

THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOYTHE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOY--SOLDIERS IN PARISSOLDIERS IN PARIS
Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office, 
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition 
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French plastics, paper soldiers, 
flats etc etc……

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44     boitedesoldats@wanadoo.fr

Web-site boitedesoldats.fr

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and 
others.

A bientôt A bientôt àà ParisParis……
FranFranççois Beaumontois Beaumont

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr
NEW WEB SITE

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr
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16 South Third Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our site
gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.

Less than two hours
from New York and
Philadelphia. Write or
call Jim Hillestad for
directions and hours.
1343 Paradise Falls
Cresco, PA 18326
570.629.7227
jimhill@ptd.net

the ToySoldierMuseum
See our all-new website and video
tour... www.the-toy-soldier.com 

• 3,000 square feet of dazzling 
displays and dioramas

• Regimental drums and banners
• Handsome display furniture 

to showcase your collection
• Vintage prints and books

• Authentic Victorian and
Edwardian uniforms, 
medals and memorabilia.

The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net
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THE MILITARY STATUETTES of -
CHARLES d’ORVILLE  PILKINGTON JACKSON

A.R.S.A. F.R.B.S. F.R.S.SA. ( 1887-1973 )
By Norman Joplin

Charles d”Orville Pilkington Jackson born in 
Cornwall England in 1887 studied sculpture and 
was awarded a scholarship in 1910. His first ma-
jor commission was to execute the Rothsay War 
Memorial in Scotland in 1922, later becoming the 
supervising sculptor for the Scottish National War 
Memorial at Edinburgh Castle.

His most famous work is the statue of Robert the 
Bruce at Bannockburn, a copy of which was later 
erected at Calgary College of Art in Canada.

He worked in several materials including Alumini-
um (Aluminum) and Fibre-Glass and produced for 
the forecourt of Chivas Brothers Distillery a sculp-
ture entitled Robert the Bruce in Battle.

The carved wood oak Statuettes by Jackson on 
view in Edinburgh Castles Scottish United Servic-
es Museum are nothing short of spectacular, representing Scottish Regiments from the period 1633-1918 they 
are to a 3.5 inch to one foot scale in size and 104 were produced  with the work starting in 1930

An original set of postcards was produced by Rafael Tuck, more recently reproduced and illustrated here, show-
ing many of the original wooden carved sculptures in the Edinburgh Castle collection. The collection was also 
featured in the London Weekly News in 1933

A number of toy soldier manufacturers took inspiration from Jackson’s work, in particular this influence can be 
seen in the products of Minikin, produced in Japan post World War Two. (See American Dimestore Toy Soldiers 
and Figures by Joplin, Pielin and Johnson, published by Schiffer Publishing)

The Trophy manufacturers Ballantyne of Scotland were recently commissioned to reproduce, in a smaller scale 
a number of Jackson’s examples of Scottish Soldiers.

Robert the Bruce Statuettes

The Highland Light Infantry  
1846

The Kings Own Scottish 
Borderers 1689

The Queens Own Cameron 
Highlanders 1898

The Black Watch 1815 The Gordon Highlanders 
1914
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Pilkington Jackson (Cont.)

The Royal Scots Greys 1758 The Royal Scots Greys - 
2nd Dragoons 1936

The Seaforth 
Highlanders 1824

The Black Watch 1808 The 9th (Light Dragoons) 
Lancers 1820

Scots Guards 1909 Royal Scots Fusiliers 1819 The Queens Own Cameron 
Highlanders 1796

The Gordon Highlanders 
1798

The Seaforth Highlanders 
1798

The Argyll and 
Sutherland 

Highlanders 1822

The Royal Scots The 
Royal Regiment 1850

Minikin Figures were inspired by the 
5 sculptures shown on the first page of 

this article. The Cameronians 
1826

The Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders 

1801
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Pilkington Jackson (Cont.)

Ballantynes of Walkerburn 
Scotland - Reproductions

93rd Highlander Crimean War and 
Cameron Highlander 79th - 1796 Pages from the Illustrated London News of 1933
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the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World
We stock the Book and virtually

EVERYTHING in it - Plus… call for our 
free forty page list… or call for an appointment 

to visit our SHOWROOM… we always buy 
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

King & Country • Monarch Regalia • Pickelhaube • Rodden Historical

GUY
RENAUD
FLAGS

Toy Soldiers at Their Best From

Alymer, Beau Gest
Britains, Dorset
East Of India
Forward March, Frontline
Fusilier, JG Miniatures
John Eden, Marlborough
Pickelhaube, PNF
Wilson Edwards, Larsen Toys
Mariea Miniatures, Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Rosedale
RP World Models
Castings from Alymer, Andrea
Cast Molds & Supplies from
Prince August

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables

Green’s Collectables
Toy Soldiers At Their Best

www.greenscollectables.com
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ 07834  973-627-4961  ma52557@aol.com

TIME PERIODS OFFERED
Greek Hoplite, Persian Inf., Persian Immortals
Scythian Archers, Imperial Standards
Persian Army and Mercenaries.
Samurai, Army of Oda Nobunaga, Shogun
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,
Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life
French Foreign Legion, Victorian
Present day combatants
Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Beau Geste, Britains, Dorset
East Of India, Rosedale
Frontline, Fusilier, GBE
Little Lead Soldier
Larson Toys, Alymer
Marlborough, PNF
RP World Models/Steadfast
Tommy Atkins Oryon
Leddy & Slack
Wilson Edwards
JG MIniatures
Prince August Molds
Forward March

14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 • Fax: 314-567-3314

Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com
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Judiann & Bob O’Connell • 7296 Oakmont Drive • Santa Rosa, CA 95409

(707) 537-7620 catalog available for $1

Email: joconnell06@comcast.net
Web Site: http//:www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info/

MEMPHIS

Toy Soldier
Buying and Selling Metal Toy Soldiers

LLC

OLD and NEW metal toy soldiers repre-
senting many historical periods from the
time of Napoleon through World War II,
including the American Civil War.

Figures from such well
known makers as Britains

(old & new), Imperial, Edmunds, 
Hocker, and others.

Write or email for periodic mail list.

We buy old toy soldier, Hocker and Imperial
collections.

Sheffield Antiques Mall
684 West Poplar

Collierville, TN 

Norman Rodriguez      901-218-7046
698 Eaton Street     Memphis, TN 38120  

memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

•

•

The Depot Antique Mall
709 North Lamar

Ox ford, MS

Permanent displays on sale at:
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Figures
For Sale

All Manufacturers:
Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval - 

Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798

Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716

Email: vindotti@erols.com

Be
lgia

n Composition
Old Toy Soldiers

For Sale
(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

Wanted
Standard Oil Advertising 

Premiums
as illustrated in this issue 

of OTS Magazine
Contact Norman Joplin
info@normanjoplin.com
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The Toy Soldiers of Charles Lindbergh 
By John Stewart

This past summer, after dropping the kids off at sum-
mer camp in North Central Minnesota, I paid a visit to 
the Charles A. Lindbergh Historic site maintained by the 
Minnesota Historical Society.  After passing through the 
well stocked gift shop, I descended a flight of stairs into 
the heart of the exhibit area.  As this site highlights the 
boyhood days of the famed aviator, the visitor is treated 
to those objects and experiences that were formative to 
young Lindbergh.  Here I was pleasantly surprised to find 
prominently displayed amongst this collection, Charles 
Lindbergh’s beloved toy soldier collection. [picture #1 
German type 45/8 mm on parade]

Although the collection itself is small, it is significant for 
several reasons.  First, these objects belonged to Charles 
Lindbergh himself.  Lindbergh, born in 1902, is seen as 
one of the iconic figures in 20th century United States 
history.  The lone son of a U.S. congressman from Little 
Falls, Minnesota, a small city about 100 miles northeast 
of Minneapolis-St. Paul, he had to entertain himself in 
creative ways.  His solitary pursuits were perhaps of even 
greater value to Lindbergh than most boys of this era as 
his parents openly separated while he was quite young.  It 
was this shy man, who had learned self-reliance the hard 
way, who first successfully flew the Atlantic non-stop, 
alone.  It was also this reserved man whose life was dog-
gedly followed by the press through his marriage, murder 
of his young son, and fall from grace as a misunderstood 
pacifist.  It was also this Lindbergh who unofficially flew 
combat missions with the U.S. Marines in the Pacific dur-
ing World War II and wrote numerous best selling books. 
[picture #2 Young Lindbergh and dog Dingo]

To know that Lindbergh played with these toys as a boy is 
quite a thrill.  Buy even beyond knowing that these were 
the playthings of a famous man, we also have documen-
tation of how important his soldiers were to Lindbergh 
himself.  In a 1983 interview with a boyhood friend of 
Lindbergh’s named Alex Johnson, Mr. Johnson remem-
bered that, “On rainy days we played with toy soldiers 
in the dormer.”  Lindbergh himself confirms this in an ar-
ticle about his boyhood on the upper Mississippi.  “On 
rainy days I would spend a good deal of time playing in 
upstairs rooms and in the basement.  For a number of 
years after the house was built the upstairs rooms were 
left unfinished with no doors and rough pine floors.  I had 
the entire floor practically to myself.  As a result, my toys, 
stone collection, and other articles of interest were scat-
tered about.” [picture #3 Lindbergh house, Little Falls, 
MN]

It is certain amongst his beloved toys were the soldiers 
that one can currently see in Little Falls today.  Lindbergh 

Picture #1 German type 45/8 mm on parade

Picture #3 Lindbergh house Little Falls, MN

Picture #2 Young Lindbergh and dog Dingo
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The Toy Soldiers of Charles Lindbergh (Cont.)

wrote about the importance of his toy soldiers to him in 
his 1977 book Autobiography of Values.  “The first values 
of my memory naturally centered on food, seeking atten-
tion, and on toys.  My toys particularly manifested the his-
tory and adventure of the period.  I had both horse-drawn 
vehicles and automobiles, leaden Indians with bows and 
arrows and soldiers with rifles.  These toys merged almost 
daily with the reality of life.”

Lindbergh also loved his collection of cannons as noted 
in a letter from his mother to his half-sister dated June 30, 
1909.  “Charles’ mortar battery came and he is surprised 
and pleased and a little puzzled as to how to load it…He 
has all the cannons and guns more carefully arranged in 
his room.  These mean more to him than his soldiers.” [pic-
ture #4 Young Lindbergh with toy cannon]  That meant a 
lot, for as Lindbergh biographer, A. Scott Berg noted “Lind-
bergh became an ardent collector of stones, arrowheads, 
cigar bands, coins, stamps, guns, lead soldiers, marbles, 
cigarette cards – almost anything he could find and stash 
under one of the attic eaves.”  And while the old rough pine 
floor attic has long since been finished off, visitors can still 
see one of Lindbergh’s “secret” hiding spots for his most 
valued possessions.  This spot behind the kitchen wain-
scoting was found years ago during a renovation by the 
Historical Society.  The elderly, yet energetic Lindbergh ex-
plained that when he would accompany his congressman 
father to Washington for nearly six months, during which 
time the house would remain unoccupied, he would stash 
his most valued possessions away like a squirrel. [picture 
#5 kitchen hiding place]

As to the soldiers themselves, Lindbergh’s collection, al-
though small in number of actual figures, is quite interest-
ing.  The distinct groupings of figures are as follows:

-He had 15 48mm hollow-cast parade figures.  Five are blue 
with red plumed helmets and 10 have red tunics with black 
kepis.  The bases are somewhat oval with some bases 
painted yellow and others green.  Although they appear to 
be of German design, their non-movable, somewhat bulky 
arms suggest an American copy of a German mold.  As 
all figures were attached to their plexiglass shelves, it was 
not conveniently possible to look under the bases.  One of 
these figures is a flag bearer with the stars and stripes and 
there are men and officers.  The figures look to have been 
considerably played with.

-There are five sailors and a volunteer officer that appear 
to be American Soldier Company 54mm hollow-cast, al-
though the rectangular bases are a departure from the usu-
al oval ones that are found. [picture #6 American Soldier 
Co. 54 mm hollow-cast]

Picture #4 Young Lindbergh with toy cannon

Picture #6 American Soldier Co. 54 mm hollow-cast sailors

Picture #5 kitchen hiding place
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The Toy Soldiers of Charles Lindbergh (Cont.)

-The next group is of six Indians, four with rifles and 
two chiefs with tomahawks.  Those are most likely 
Feix. [picture #7 Feix Indians]

-Continuing with the Indian theme, there are seven 
46/8mm size #2 Heyde as well as seven smaller Jo-
hann Georg Rupprecht of Bavaria figures.  One of 
these is mounted on a horse. [picture #8 Rupprecht 
Indians]

Then there is Lindbergh’s beloved collection of can-
nons with nine in all displayed and appear mostly to 
be of early American toy soldier production era.  All of 
these groupings are displayed along with Lindbergh’s 
other toys including celluloid animals and ships, iron 
fire trucks, wagons and automobiles, metal airplanes 
and baseball gear. [picture #9 Lindbergh’s cannons]

As to the toy soldier collection, noted collector Steve 
Sommers commented, “The key thing (about the col-
lection) is that Lindy was playing with figures from the 
U.S. and Europe, in hollow and solid covering, a big 
range of play themes.”

This brings us to the question of where Lindbergh 
acquired these figures.  Little Falls, Minnesota has 
never been a big city and it is hard to imagine this 
variety stocked in the general type department stores 
of that community during the 1900’s.  Did Lindbergh 
acquire soldiers on his travels east with his congress-

man father or during stays with his mother’s relatives 
in Detroit?  We’ll probably never know.  We do know 
that this small collection was kept intact largely be-
cause after Lindbergh was swept into fame, many 
of his boyhood possessions were stored away for 
nearly 40 years by his mother.  Upon her death in the 
1950’s, items associated with Lindbergh’s early days 
were unpacked and sent to various museums with 
the toys of young Lindbergh making their way logi-
cally to his boyhood home in Minnesota.

In that same home, one quiet day, perhaps about 
1910, young Charles Lindbergh was playing alone in 
the attic.  Perhaps he was playing with his beloved 
soldiers.  His solitude was broken by the sound of a 
motor.  He soon realized the motor was louder and 
different than any automobile he had ever heard.  He 
climbed out the window and onto the roof and there 
he saw for the first time…an airplane.

The author wishes to express thanks to Charles 
Pautler, the site manager of the Minnesota Histori-
cal Society’s Charles A. Lindbergh Historic site (www.
mnhs.org) and assistant site supervisor Melissa Pe-
terson for spending several hours personally guiding 
me around the Lindbergh home and collection.  Also 
thanks to Steve Sommers for help with figure identi-
fication.  Any questions and comments are welcome.  
John Stewart 1953 S Shore Dr, Worthington, MN 
56187.  jkstewart@frontiernet.net

Picture #8 Rupprecht Indians

Picture #9 Lindbergh’s cannons

Picture #7 Feix Indians
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Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
May 16th, 2009

Live Auctioneers www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com
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BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

Our inventory of new items include
Britains, King & Country, Imperial, J G
Miniatures Scenery & Buildings, Mignot,
Alymer, East of India and HM of GB. Our
extensive inventory of early toy soldiers
include Britains, Johillco, Composition,
Dimestore and many more. At Brunton’s
Barracks we are always buying, and are
interested in your quality trades. Send for
our free current inventory list.

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net
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FOR SALE
THE VERY BEST IN CIVILIAN FIGURES 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

NORMAN JOPLIN
Preparing lists for sale by mail 

or email of the best in civilian figures. 
These FREE lists are yours for the asking

Order from Norman Joplin 
535 Fir Street 

Fredonia, Wisconsin 53021 
Telephone

262.707.8401
or 262.692.3913

Email: 
info@normanjoplin.com

Author and distributor 
of the following books:

Britains Civilian Toy Figures
The Great Book of 
Hollowcast Figures 

American Dimestore Figures 
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WANTED

Holger Eriksson Collectors Society Newsletter HE 
seeks information about New Yorker Frank Rogers, 
Comet-Authenticast sculptor of toy soldiers whose 

initials “FR” are incised on base bottoms of his 
54mm figures.  We wish to preserve his story as 

thanks for the wonderful figures he created in the 
shadow of Comet’s other designers Holger Eriksson 

and Lennart Norrke of Sweden.  
Please contact Lou Sandbote

5307 E. Mockingbird Lane, Suite 802
Dallas, Texas 75206 

or lou.sandbote@charter.net 
or call collect to 214-823-2125.

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the 

highest prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime 
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtenay, 

Vertunni, American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber, 
French Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures. 

Photographs will be required.  
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  

E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.  Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WANTED
Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs. 

Contact:  Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED
EARLY AND PREWAR BRITAINS TOY SOLDIERS

Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better. 
Prefer boxed. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better. 

Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at 
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED 
New to Like New, Great Book of Britains, 

by James Opie paying $200 per copy 
1-412-343-8733

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words. 

Submit ads to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

WANTED
Book “The Art of the Flat Tin Figure” maga-
zine No’s. 1, 2, 32, 46, 50, 60, 66, 74 & 75 

Call or write to:
Dale Vander Yacht

8955 N. Clearwater Drive
Zeeland, MI 49464

(616) 772-6277

WANTED
Back issue #2 of “Toy Soldier Collector” 

magazine. Call or write to:
Dale Vander Yacht

8955 N. Clearwater Drive
Zeeland, MI 49464

(616) 772-6277

WANTED
Betun plastic soldiers from the 1940’s - 

especially West Point Cadets. Contact Cary 
Matthews, 350 Lee Circle, Dillon, SC 29536, 

(843) 774-7910

WANTED
K&C Christmas Pieces - #’s: XM002-01, 

XM003-01 AND XM005-01
Contact: Lenny Fondini 978-977-0910

Email: fondinib@aol.com
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE

The best in Britains, Dimestore and 
German Lead. Call for free catalog. 

412-343-8733

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE
A well known and long established Toy Soldier expert, offers regular 

lists of Britain’s Hollow Cast and Other Makers, and occassionally Con-
tinental, Composition and Plastic. My lists since 1970 have formed the 
basis of many fine collections. These are issued about 4 times a year 
and can be emailed to you if required. Money back guarantee on all 
items, fast efficient shipping. Please state your interests and enclose 

your address and email (if available)
G.M. Haley

Hippins Farm, Blackshawhead, Hebden Bridge, 
West Yorkshire England, HX7 7 JG  

Telephone (for the US) 011 44 422 842484.
Email: gedhaley@yahoo.co.uk

FOR SALE WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. MIB from large collection. Some 1st editions. 

Discount for multiple purchases. Call or email for list. 
Norman Rodriguez at 901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE 
All sets from IMPERIAL Productions, NZ 

end-of-the-product line. 
Counterpane Gallery. 703-536-3064 or 

CountRpane@aol.com

FOR SALE 
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare  
and unusual items. For free lists  
email info@normanjoplin.com 

or see full page ad in this issue.

DIMESTORES FOR SALE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+ Barclay, 

Manoil, Grey Iron, and others. Also buying 
Dimestores. Send name and address for 

next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane
Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

BELGIAN COMPOSITION 
FIGURES FOR SALE

All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido - NB - 
GJ, etc. All Series and Military - Western, 
Medieval - Circus, etc. Inquiries welcome. 

Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT 06798

Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716

Email vindotti@erols.com

FOR SALE 1990s BRITAINS SETS
From large collection. Mint condition with boxes. Includes hard to find 
sets such as airplanes, tank, AA truck, Naval armored car, elephant, 

Lawrence of Arabia, etc, etc. Call or email for list. 
Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE 
Books, magazines, and catalogs on 

Military Miniatures/Toy Soldiers.
Call or write to:

Dale Vander Yacht
8955 N. Clearwater Drive

Zeeland, MI 49464
(616) 772-6277

SEND S.A.S.E. with 42 cents postage for 8-page Sales List with sets 
and many single pieces (Britains, Crescent, Hiriart, Johillco, and 

TIMPO).  Separate lists for Military and Civilian--send S.A.S.E. with 
59 cents postage if you want both lists.  You must buy to continue 

receiving lists.  
JOE WALLIS

P.O. BOX 3407
ARLINGTON, VA 22203-3407

FOR SALE Hundreds of Imperial (MIB), plus old Alymer; Blenheim; 
Britains (old & new): Ducal; Marlborough; Tradition; Ron Wall, and 
much, much more! Send $3.00 (refundable) for 42-page catalog: 

Jack Paquette, 2355 Parliament Square, Toledo, OH 43617. 
419-841-8131. Email: jpaquette1@verizon.net

More photo illustrations now on my 54mm 
sales list. Lots of Confederates, Cowboys 
and Highlanders now, among others - Ed 

Poole.
www.commandantminiatures.com

FOR SALE 
Soldiers’ Soldiers, the first new 

“old toy soldiers” now 30 years old, 
plus books, prints, magazines.

www.soldierssoldiers.com
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Toy Soldier SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2008
2009
February 7- Saturday Dan Morphy’s Toy Doll, Holiday and Advertising Show.York Fairgrounds. Memorial Hall 334 Carlisle 
Av York PA Contact Dan Morphy 717 335 3435  Email danmorphy@dejazzd.com www.aagal.com  

February 8 - Sunday. Florida Toy Soldier and Action Figure Show. Scottish Rites Masonic Hall Lake Worth Florida Contact 
Alan McGhee 954 431 9295 or Mike Skurda mskurda@inbox.com www.southfloridatoysoldier.com

February 21 - Saturday. “Cabin Fever” Heart of the South Toy Soldier,Military and Miniature Figure Show and Sale. 
9am-3pm The Annadale VFD Community Center. 7128 Columbia Pike. Annandale, Virginia. Contact Ed Gries 201 257 2687.

February 22nd - Sunday. Little Giant Toy Train and Action Figure Show.9am-3pm The Annandale VFD Community 
Center. 7128 Columbia Pike. Annandale, Virginia. Contact Ed Gries 201 257 2687

March 8- Sunday. 20th Annual West Coaster Toy Soldier and Miniature Figure Show. 9am-3pm. Irvine Marriott Hotel, 
18000 Von Karman Avenue. Irvine, CA  Contact 760 758 5481 www.westcoaster.com or www.oldtoysoldierhome.com

March 8 - Sunday. Little Giant Toy and Action Figure Show. 9am-3pm Crowne Plaza Hotel. Two Harmon Plaza.
Secaucus, New Jersey. Contact Ed Gries 201 257 2687.

March 8 - Sunday. 13th Annual New Jersey Toy Soldier, Military Miniature Figure Show and Sale - 9am-3pm 
Crowne Plaza Hotel. Two Harmon Plaza. Secaucus, New Jersey. Contact Ed Gries 201 257 2687.

March 28 - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel, Russell Sq 
Contact www.thetoysoldiershow.com

March 29 - Sunday. 20th Indy Toy Soldier Show. Sheraton Noth Hotel, Keystone Crossing. Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Contact Barry Carter indytoyshow@hotmail.com Telephone 765 345 5665.

March 31 - Tuesday. Bonhams Toy Soldier Auction. Knightsbridge, London. Contact Leigh Gotch 
Telephone +44 (0) 8700 273 628  leigh.gotch@bonhams.com 

April 5 - Sunday. North East Toy Soldier Society (NETSS) Dedham Toy Soldier Show. Holiday Inn. Dedham, Mass. 
9am-3pm Contact matt@hobbybunker.com Telephone 781 321 8855.

April Friday 24th and Saturday 25th. MFCA Miniature Figure Collectors of America (Previously Valley Forge) 
Chase Center on the Riverfront, Wilmington, Delaware. www.mfcashow.com

April 25th - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Museum Open House and Cellar Sale. 10am-4pm. 1343 Paradise Falls, 
Cresco, PA Contact Jim Hillestad Telephone 570 629 7227  jimhill@ptd.net  www.the-toy-soldier.com

April 26 - Sunday. Gettysburg Toy Soldier Show Gettysburg Hotel Contact Mike Luteran 724 854 0334

May 30 & 31 Saturday and Sunday. Texas Toy Soldier Show. Menger Hotel. San Antonio, Texas. 
Contact Toy Soldiers of San Diego www.sdsoldiers.com Telephone Nick Verseeg 760 723 6583.

June 13 - Saturday. ON PARADE 2009. Ontario Model Soldier Society’s Annual Show. 10am-4pm 
Fort York. 100 Garrison Road, Toronto, Ontario Contact Brendan Furlong. Telephone 905 278 7998 
b.furlong@sympatico.co  or Scott Drummitt Telephone 705 939 1028. scottjd@sypatico.ca

June 27 - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel, Russell Sq 
Contact www.thetoysoldiershow.com

August 22 - Saturday. Dan Morphy’s Toy, Doll, Holiday and Advertising Show.York Fairgrounds- Memorial Hall. 
10am-5pm. 334 Carlisle Avenue PA Contact danmorphy@dejazzd.com www.aagal.com Telephone 717 335 3435 

September 12 - Saturday  Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier and Figure Show. Holiday Inn Coram Street,
Bloomsbury, London 10.30-3.30 Contact Norman Joplin 262 692 3913 or 262 399 1140 
Email info@normanjoplin.com  www.normanjoplin.com  Call in the UK Rob Wilson 01926 496062.

September 27-  Sunday OTSNs Old Toy Soldier Show Chicago.10am-3.30 pm. Hyatt Regency Woodfield  
1800 East Golf Road, Schaumberg, Illinois. Contact Don Pielin 630 497 1239  Email dimestores@aol.com  
www.toysoldiershow.com

October 31 - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Museum Open House and Cellar Sale. 10am-4pm. 1343. Paradise 
Falls,Cresco,PA Contact Jim Hillestad Telephone 570 629 7227 jimhill@ptd.net www.the-toy-soldier.com

December 5 - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel, Russell Sq 
Contact www.thetoysoldiershow.com

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling, 
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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