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R.J. RYAN & CO. football PLAYERS

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Set 405. The Zulu War, Rorke’s Drift.
Lt. Chard & Lt. Broomhead, Commissary Dalton,

Colour-Sergeant, Bugler & 3 24th Privates.

Set 95.  Guards Camel Corps. 
Egypt 1884-85

Officer & 2 Troopers.

Available soon:
New series British Army American War of Independence
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

JONES METAL-ART DRAGOON

Victorian Life
 set VIC 1

Victorian couple, 
Labourer, Street musician 
with dog, newspaper & 

fl ower seller.

Victorian Life
set VIC 2

Chimney sweep, 
and various trades 

people.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

FRENCH HOLLOWCASTS

Th e French & 
Indian Wars

Set 619 British 
Light Infantry

Offi  cer and 
7 privates

Th e Crimean War

Set 106 93rd 
Highlanders Offi  cer, 

Sergeant & 4 privates.
Set 118 93rd 
Highlanders.

6 privates.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

New Releases
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

THE FIVE AND DIME CORPS

Set 622 
Th e Royal American 
Regiment,  Offi  cer, 

Sergeant and 
6 Privates

Set 620 French 
Colonial Infantry, 
Campaign dress 

wearing forage caps.
Offi  cer and 7 Privates.

also available 
Set 621 French Colonial 

Infantry wearing woollen 
caps, Sergeant and 7 Privates 

(no photo)

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures
3710 Wyncote Lane  

Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 
  

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

, Inc.

 New Releases of Th e French & Indian Wars.

 Spring The Journal for Collectors Volume 33 Number 1
 2009  $10.00
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker, Inc.

 Set 623  
French Infantry, 

The La Reine Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer & 

6 Privates.  

Set 624  
French Infantry , 

The Guyenne Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer 

& 6 Privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker, Inc.

 New Releases of The French & Indian Wars.
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

Set 660, Th e Garde Francaise.
Offi  cer, Sergeant, Drummer & 5 Privates.

Set 661. the Garde Francaise,  8 privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

New Releases of Th e Seven Year War

General Wolfe available soon  
Rorke’s Drift 1879  & Swiss 

Gardes Seven Year War rest as 
previous advert
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THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE
By Russ Bednarek

Through the years a number of rare and unusual 
figures have adorned the cover of Old Toy Soldier.  
These figures are typically unknown paint variations 
or pieces not known to exist until their discovery by 
some diligent collector.  Being collectors, we all hope 
that someday we will be fortunate enough to find a 
previously unknown figure, a figure that will bring 
recognition to our personal collection and stand as a 
tribute to our collecting prowess.  In early 2009, I was 
fortunate enough to experience this thrill.  My discov-
ery was not limited to an individual figure, but that of 
an entire company.
 
Like all collectors I search the Internet for items to 
add to my personal collection.  I was searching the 
on-line auction catalogue of a sports memorabilia 
company when I found a lot containing metal foot-
ball figures.  Clicking on the picture allowed me to 
view all eleven of the offered figures.  They evoked a 
familiarity to me, I knew I had seen them somewhere 
before.  I consulted several books in my reference 
library, searching for any photographs of figures that 
mirrored those offered in the auction.  I finally found a 
match; a single photograph of a group of four football 
players that were all identical to those shown in the 
auction lot.  The caption below the photograph indi-
cated the figures were Sheila football players.  Inter-
estingly enough, on the same page of the book was 
another photograph of six football players also at-
tributed to Sheila.  These half dozen figures were the 
blocky style sculpted by Jack Worthington.  Was it 
possible that Sheila manufactured two distinct styles 
of football players?  It certainly appeared so. My fur-
ther research found sources that indicated that the 
figures identical to those offered in the auction were 
called Sheila Second Version figures. 

I’m not a Dimestore collector, but I knew that Sheila 
Second Version football figures are worth quite a bit.  
My interest in the set was purely capitalistic.  It was 
my intent, should I win the lot, to take it to the Chi-
cago Show and sell it for a nice profit to finance my 
planned purchases.

The final day of the auction I placed my bid, at the 
minimum estimate.  The rules of the auction stated 
that bidding could be extended beyond the 9:00 P.M. 
deadline.  In order for this to happen a bid would have 
to be placed on any lot in the auction between 8:46-
9:00 P.M.  A bid in this time period would extend the 
auction another 15 minutes.  After watching the bid-
ding deadline extended for almost an hour past 9:00 
P.M., I placed a second bid on the lot and went to 
bed, resigned to the fact that if I got the figures fine, 
if I lost them, so be it.

I received an email the next morning indicating that I 
was the winning bidder, (I was the only bidder on the 
lot) along with payment instructions.  Within a week of 
the auction the figures arrived.  As I unwrapped each 
figure, I examined it for any damage and to assess 
it’s condition.  The last figure to be examined was the 
tallest figure, the quarterback.  Looking over the fig-
ure I turned it upside down to look for any markings 
on the underside of the base.  There I found a paper 
label with the following printed on it;
 

Manufactured By
R.J. RYAN & CO

Frankfort, Kansas
C-1951

   

R.J. Ryan & Co. Set
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THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE (Cont.)

The conflicting information was truly puzzling.  On 
one hand I had several print sources declaring the 
figures to be Sheila Second Version, yet the physical 
evidence showed the figures were made by the R.J. 
Ryan & Co.

Once again I consulted my reference library, this time 
focusing on anything related to the R.J. Ryan & Co., 
but with no results.  A search on the Internet revealed 
several R.J. Ryan & Co., none however having any-
thing to do with the manufacture of metal football 
figures.  I decided to vary the theme of my Internet 
search, in hopes of uncovering any pertinent informa-
tion.  I sent numerous emails to sites that I thought 
looked as if they may be relevant to my quest.  Many 
of my emails resulted in dead-ends, but when con-
ducting research, sometimes you get lucky........and 
I did.

I received a reply from a government office employee 
stating they had no record of a R.J. Ryan & Co., but 
growing up she remembered a Robert Ryan.  Soon I 
had two phone numbers in my possession; one for 
a Robert Ryan, the other was that of his son.  I first 
decided to call the son.  I identified myself and the 
reason for calling him, “did your father ever make 
metal football figures?”.  His response, “Oh yeah.......
the football players” was exactly what I had hoped to 
hear.  I asked several follow up questions regarding 
the figures, but the son remembered few details.  Re-
specting his father’s privacy, I asked if it was permis-
sible for me to call his father and do an interview.  My 
request was enthusiastically approved of by the son.

My next call, to Robert Ryan, confirmed that he was 
indeed the owner of the R.J. Ryan & Co.  The mystery 
had been solved.  The Sheila Second Version football 
player figures were not Sheilas at all; they were the 
creation of Robert J. Ryan.  It was at this point that I 
knew I had made a great discovery, and that the his-
tory of the R.J. Ryan & Co. needed to be documented 
by myself.

During the course of following months I conducted 
several phone interviews with Bob, who couldn’t have 
been more gracious and helpful.  Often times Bob’s 
responses to my questions raised additional issues 
and questions regarding the company’s production 
history.  Bob’s recollection of information from 50 
years ago and more was amazing.

Bob is not a collector of toy soldiers, but as a child 
had played with Dimestore figures.  Recalling his 

childhood figures, Bob decided he wanted to create 
football figures.  At this time home casting was a very 
popular hobby.  Unfortunately no one made molds 
to cast football figures.  Undeterred, Bob discovered 
the Metal Cast Product Company of New York.

Metal Cast Product made their own figures, mostly 
copies of Manoils and Barclays.  In addition, they also 
catered to the home casting hobby by selling stock 
molds of various figures.  Customers could cast their 
own figures, and go into business for themselves if 
they so chose.  Customers could also request special 
figures cast for them, and Metal Cast Product liber-
ally “borrowed” customer ideas.

Mr. Ryan contacted Metal Cast Product inquiring if 
they would make some molds for his football figures.  
Metal Cast Product replied that they could indeed 
make them, but would need drawings of the pro-
posed figures.  Bob submitted five sketches of his 
figures from which molds were to be made.   Based 
on Bob’s drawings, he soon received the five bronze 
molds from Metal Cast Product that he would use 
to hollowcast his football figures.  We know that the 
molds were designed and made specifically for Mr. 
Ryan since examination of all Metal Cast Product 
catalogues show no molds or castings of football 
players.

By 1951, with his newly created molds in his posses-
sion, Bob was ready to begin his new venture.  Fortu-
nately Bob had employed two attorneys to copyright 
his figures and molds, insuring they would be his 
property and preventing Metal Cast Products from 
using his creations.

All casting was done in Mr. Ryan’s garage utilizing 
a propane fueled furnace and blower.  Bob recalled 
“having to work fast” during the casting process and 
over the years “about a dozen or so” people helped 
him cast.  Using a low grade zinc/aluminum mix, the 
figures could be quickly cast and the molds opened 
by being hit with a wooden hammer.  Successfully 
casting hollowcast figures requires much skill and 
practice.  Mr. Ryan had varying degrees of success 
hollowcasting as he remembers two pounds of metal 
were required to cast a complete set of eleven figures.  
Hence, collectors will find figures that are hollowcast, 
semi-solid and solid.  Once the figures cooled and 
were cleaned, it was time to paint them.

Painting was the most time consuming step in the 
production process.  Bob and his wife did all of the 
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THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE (Cont.)

painting.  Different types of paint were tried, espe-
cially those that were fast drying.  Experimenting with 
different painting techniques that provided quick re-
sults such as brushing, dipping and spraying were 
utilized.  Paints were enamel and came mostly from 
an automotive store as these tended to be the most 
durable.  Most often, white was applied by spraying.  
In the beginning most of the figures were painted in 
two to three colors with the pants, jerseys and shoes 
painted first.  Helmets, faces and any uniform striping 
were done last.  Uniform numbers were problematic.  
Decals, stickers and painting were all used to vary-
ing degrees of success, with painted numbers being 
most durable but more time consuming.

After the paint had dried, each figure received a final 
inspection before being individually wrapped.  After 
being wrapped, each figure was placed into a card-
board compartmentalized box for shipping.  The box 
was similar to a Christmas ornament box.  Although 
there were plans for box artwork, this concept never 
came to fruition.

Advertising was done in local papers, (see photo), and 
by word of mouth.  Sets consisted of eleven figures 
utilizing the five different sketches Bob had drawn and 
were sold for $3.  Almost all orders were specialized 
as customers wanted figures of their favorite team.  
Some individual pieces were produced for special oc-
casions.  These were not painted but plated and were 
used for football banquets as awards and table cen-
terpieces.  Mr. Ryan’s most famous customer was the 
legendary Oklahoma coach Bud Wilkinson.  Wilkin-
son was the Oklahoma head coach from 1947-1963.  
During that time Wilkinson won three national titles in 
1950, 1955 and 1956.  His 47 game winning streak 
from 1953-1957 is still a record.  Wilkinson’s 1955 
team is widely regarded as one of the greatest teams 
in college football history.  Coach Wilkinson ordered 
several of Mr. Ryan’s sets and used them as visual 
teaching/coaching aids with his staff and players.  Mr. 
Ryan, a Kansas fan, begrudgingly painted the sets 
in Oklahoma colors and sent them off to Wilkinson.  
How much Mr. Ryan’s product contributed to the 47 
game winning streak and 1955 and 1956 Champion-
ships is unknown.

Newspaper ad
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THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE (Cont.)

A complete set of R.J. Ryan & Co. figures will have the following eleven figures:

	 Lineman - six per set, in a three point stance.  50mm to top of helmet.
	 Center - one per set, both hands on ball.  55mm to top of helmet.
	 Halfback/Linebacker - two per set, standing, hands on knees.  77mm to top of helmet.
	 Running Back - one per set, running, one foot raised, ball in right arm. 75mm to top of helmet.
	 Quarterback - one per set, ball in right hand with ball on shoulder ready to throw.  
	 83mm to top of helmet.

Lineman Center

Halfback-Linebacker Running Back Quarterback
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THINGS AREN’T ALWAYS WHAT THEY APPEAR TO BE (Cont.)

The entire set matches well size-
wise with the exception of the 
Quarterback who dwarfs his 
teammates, (see photo).  As pre-
viously mentioned, collectors will 
encounter hollowcast, semi-sol-
id and solid figures.  Remember 
that the vast majority of these 
sets were special orders so any 
color combination of the uniform 
is to be expected.

The first sets were painted in blue or red jerseys 
with white pants.  As the popularity of the product 
grew, customers requested their favorite team, the 
result being a much more custom paint scheme.  Mr. 
Ryan saw what he envisioned initially as a simple toy 
evolved to a more sophisticated product.

On the bottom of the base of the Quarterback figure 
a label was affixed.  This was the only figure that the 
label was placed on.  Two versions of this label were 
used and will aid in dating the age of the figure.  In the 
First Version (see photo), the words, “MFG BY” and 
“copyright 1951” will be handwritten in addition to Mr.   
Ryan’s full name and address.  The Second Version, 
(see photo), has all words and numbers printed.

Production of R.J. Ryan & Co. figures began in 1951 
and ended in 1957 when Mr. Ryan’s election to public 
office necessitated in a move of residence.  Regarding 
the number of sets produced, Mr. Ryan stated that, “a 
couple hundred” were made and sold.  An additional 
method to help date the figures is the appearance of a 
facemask painted on the piece.  In 1954, due to the ris-
ing rate of alarming facial injuries, the facemask was af-
fixed to the helmet as a protective and preventive mea-
sure.  Some sets may have the facemask painted on.

R.J. Ryan figures have been erroneously identified as 
Sheila Second Version figures.  We now know that 
Sheila never produced Second Version football play-
ers as the figures are R.J. Ryan & Co. due to the 1951 
copyright by Mr. Ryan and the lack of football figures 
and molds in the Metal Cast Product catalogues.

I would like to thank Rodney Hopson for graciously sup-
plying a photo of the First Version Label.  Also, thanks 
to Ron Eccles who answered my questions regarding 
the Metal Cast Product company and older molds.  Fi-
nally, a sincere thank you to Mr. Robert J. Ryan.  Mr. 
Ryan patiently answered all my questions, that at times 
I am sure he thought would never end, and for my re-
quests of examples of advertisements.  I would also 
like to thank Mr. Ryan for allowing me to document the 
history of his toy figure company; R.J.  Ryan & Co., and 
securing his place in American toy figure history.
 

The author would welcome hearing from collectors who 
may have R.J. Ryan & Co. figures in their collections.  
The purpose would be to help further document the 
products and history of R.J. Ryan & Co.  You may con-
tact the author at; rbednarek@wi.rr.com

Size Comparison

First Version Label Second Version Label
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Rodney’s 
Dimestore Gallery 

• OVER 3100 ACTIVE LISTINGS FOR SALE 
• AMERICAN DIMESTORE VINTAGE & 
  CONTEMPORARY FIGURES
• ARGENTINEAN, FRENCH, JAPANESE HOLLOWCASTS
• FIGURATIVE CAST IRON 

I buy collections of any size 
Website address: rodneysdimestoregallery.com

email: castings@mchsi.com
2937 Rosa Del Villa Drive, Gulf Breeze, Florida 32563

850-932-6522

UP TO DATE 
2010 PRICE GUIDE
WITH THOUSANDS 

OF COLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHS

304 PAGES 



12

BRITAINS PARADE SERIES SET #480
FILLING IN THE LINE

By Joe Wallis

During the 1930s, decreasing sales accompanied 
the Depression, or the “Great Slump” as it was 
termed in the United Kingdom.  One venture by 
the firm of Britains Limited to attract new custom-
ers and to appeal to previous buyers to make ad-
ditional purchases was the release of the Parade 
Series from 1931-1935.

The new Series included Sets 438 through 459 and 
Sets 479 through 490.  Frederick Charles Pryke, 
the Office Manager, filed an application for a pat-
ent on January 4, 1930 on behalf of Britains Ltd. 
for “a Supporting Board for Toy Soldiers.”  Patent 
Number 346,424 was approved on April 7, 1931.  
The concept in the patent specification covered the 
small slotted strips that Britains now introduced 
for eight-piece infantry sets and used throughout 
the 1930s, while the standard single-row cavalry 
were now fitted into cut-out openings in the back-
ing card.  The packing innovations saved the time 
required to tie down the most prevalent sets’ con-
tents with string—although the larger display box-
es still employed the older method, and tying down 
with string was readopted postwar for all sets.

Patent Number 346,424 also applied to a base-
board with slots to hold figures upright inside a 
box.  These Parade Series boxes were 2.75 inches 
deep—accommodating figures standing up on the 
green slotted tray within the box, which was about 
18 inches long and had a standard label (proba-
bly designed by T.J Scrine).  War gamers or boys 
playing with soldiers could lift and move an entire 
contingent of infantry easily without having to pick 
them up one-by-one.  Cavalry could not fit onto the 
slotted baseboard unless they had a base.  As a 
result, the Parade Series sets that featured mount-
ed officers used either the fixed-arm type with the 
horse’s head down (employed in early sets of the 
West India Regiment of Set #19, the Mountain Ar-
tillery of Set #28, or the Royal Sussex Regiment 
of Set #36), or adapted Second Grade mounted 
officers (such as for U.S. Infantry Doughboys).  In 
either case, a base was attached to the two rear 
legs of the horse.  Britains had years before used 
Charles William Beiser’s patented design with rect-
angular metal clips attached to a baseboard for 
Sets 148 and 149 between about 1907 and 1918, 
but they had not applied the idea to having deeper 
boxes where all of the figures in the set could be 

easily taken out of the box and moved en masse 
on a baseboard.

With this backdrop, it is exciting that a group of 
Black Watch Highlanders marching, Black Watch 
pipers, and a mounted Black Watch officer was 
recently found by Norman Joplin in a lot being of-
fered in the upcoming May 2010 Auction of the 
Don Thompson Collection by Old Toy Soldier Auc-
tions USA.  The head-down horse’s right rear leg is 
missing, as is the base for the rear legs.  The fixed-
arm mounted officer wearing trews and a feather 
bonnet leads twelve marching Black Watch High-
landers in feather bonnets with red hackles, and 
seven pipers in feather bonnets with red hackles.  
The set can be dated to 1934 or 1935 because 
pipers with feather bonnets rather than Glengarry 
caps were not designed and sold by Britains until 
1934.  The marching Black Watch only appeared 
otherwise in Parade Series Set #449, or postwar 
as a component of large Display Set #73.

The only details “out of joint’ are the number of of-
ficers and the total number of pieces found.  The 
catalog describes Set #480 as costing 4 shillings 
9 pence and consisting of “The Black Watch, with 
Pipers and Mounted Officers” (see accompanying 
listing from the 1935 catalog).  The auction lot con-
tains 12 men, 7 pipers, and only one officer for a 
total of 20 pieces, instead of the 18 pieces listed in 
the 1935 catalog, and it lacks the box that would 
ratify identification.  However, there was no other 
set with more than one Black Watch piper except 
the postwar Black Watch Pipe Bands in Sets 2109 
and 2179 that featured multiple pipers.  Even more 
interesting is that the mounted Highlander officer 
is not the officer casting with a moveable arm rid-
ing a walking heads-up Scots Grey horse that ap-
peared in Sets 437, 2062, 2126, 2168 and Picture 
Pack 845-B.  It is a unique figure that represents 
the only occasion that the head with the “flying” 
bonnet tails was used apart from the charging 
Highlanders in Sets 11, 15, 88, 2062, 2126 and 
Picture Pack 1352-B.

While I have only seen the photographs of this 
group of Highlanders, it appears very likely that 
Norman has discovered Set #480 of the short-
lived Parade Series.
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BRITAINS PARADE SERIES SET #480 (Cont.)

Set #480

Black Watch Pipers

Black Watch

Mounted Black Watch Officer

Showing Head from Charging Highlander

Mounted Officer Black Watch
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BRITAINS PARADE SERIES SET #480 (Cont.)

Britains Catalog Page and Supporting Board Patent Application with Diagram
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The Great Book Of Britains, 
Limited Edition by James Opie

Offering a very 
limited number of 
this out of print book.
Over 600 full color
pages make this the
ultimate reference
book. Includes 
limited edition set 
of soldiers.  
Price $500 
Standard edition $375

RAY HARADIN  TOYS OF YESTERYEAR
1039 Lakemont Dr. • Pittsburgh, PA 15243

1-800-349-8009  or 412-343-8733 • fax 412-344-5273
Shipping and handling $25, 

overseas shipping $50.

2010 21st Annual Toy Soldier 
& Miniature Figure Show
 
 

Located at: 
The Irvine Marriot Hotel
Near the Orange County Airport
18000 Von Karman Ave.
Irvine, CA 92612  
Sunday, February 28th 2010
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

    
Featuring Antique Britains, Dime-
store, Composition & Plastic, Mili-
tary & Civilian figures and sets. 
There will be an international gath-
ering of leading manufacturers, deal-
ers, and collectors.

Open room activity through Friday 
and Saturday. This event is open to 
the public. Admission is $6 and chil-
dren under 12 get in for free. $1 off 
for those with coupons (limit 2 per-
son max).

Call (760) 758-5481 or 
fax (760) 758-7004 for 
table information.  
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THE 4th ANNUAL 

 
TEXAS TOY SOLDIER SHOW! 

 

 

MEMORIAL WEEKEND - 2010 
 

SATURDAY MAY 29th – 9:00am UNTIL 4:00pm 
 

SUNDAY MAY 30th – 10:00am UNTIL 3:00pm 

 
THE HISTORIC  

MENGER HOTEL BALLROOM 
 

204 ALAMO PLAZA * SAN ANTONIO * TEXAS * 78205 * 210-223-4361 
 

FEATURING DEALERS FROM ACROSS THE U.S.A. AND OVERSEAS! 
 

OLD & NEW TOY SOLDIERS, HAND PAINTED METAL, CLASSIC PLASTIC, NEW PRODUCT RELEASES, 
COLLECTIBLES, VINTAGE PLAYSETS, DIE CAST VEHICLES, BUILDINGS, TERRAIN PIECES AND DIORAMA 

ACCESSORIES, PLUS REENACTORS AND “LIVE” HISTORICAL FIGURES FROM THE PAST! 
 

ENJOY THE ALAMO, “KING’S X” TOY SOLDIER SHOP, THE RIVER WALK, THE RIVER CENTER MALL, IMAX 
THEATER, THE BUCKHORN & TEXAS RANGER MUSEUMS, THE KING WILLIAM DISTRICT, THE ART MUSEUM, 5 

ORIGINAL MISSIONS, HEMISPHERE PLAZA, LA VILLITA, AND MORE ALL WITHIN WALKING DISTANCE! 
 

SPECIAL ROOM RATE AT THE 1859 HISTORIC MENGER HOTEL WITH ROUGH RIDER BAR - $ 119.00 
 

ADMISSION TO THE SHOW IS JUST $ 5.00 PER FAMILY! * FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY! * FREE TOY SOLDIERS! 

 
CONTACT “TOY SOLDIERS OF SAN DIEGO” FOR SHOW DETAILS AND TABLE RENTALS – 760-723-6583 

 
EMAIL:  tssd@sdsoldiers.com     SHOW WEBSITE:  http://www.sdsoldiers.com/thetexasshow2010.htm 
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Ohio Toy Soldier
Show & SaleTM

Our 18th Great Year!
• Antique to Modern Toy Soldiers & Equipment
•	Metal, Plastic and Composition Soldiers
•	Something for Everyone...
	 Beginner to Advanced Collector
•	Quality Dealers from Around the Country

Sunday, May 16, 2010
The Galaxy Restaurant
201 Park Centre Dr.
Wadsworth, Ohio
ST RT. 94 & I 76
10AM - 3PM

For more information, contact:
Doug McClure
412 E. Liberty St.
Medina, Ohio 44256
Tel: (330) 722-6751
E-mail: dmcclure1@zoominternet.net
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www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913Next 
Auction

May 1st
2010

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
LiveAuctioneers.com

oldtoysoldierauctions.com

A Great Big THANK YOU to all that 
participated last year, either as 

Buyers, Sellers or Traders
It Was Great Fun!

This Year’s 
“INDY TOY SOLDIER SHOW”

Will be held 
APRIL 18th, 2010

SHERATON HOTEL & RESORTS
INDIANAPOLIS

TWO DAYS OF ROOM TRADING PRECEED

Go to 
WWW. PlaysetMagazine.com/lndyShow

For more Info! 
OR CALL BARRY; 765-345-5665
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SHOW REPORT
The 2009 W. Britain London Collector’s Event

On December 4 the 2009 W. Brit-
ain London Collector’s Event was 
held.  With great trepidation and 
much reluctance W. Britain had to 
relocate our popular London event 
to a new venue this year.  For the 
last three years it had been held 
at The Guards Museum but due 
to capacity restrictions we moved 
it to the Victory Services Club, a 
larger venue also in the heart of 
London.  To add a bit of variety 
to the evening we engaged the 
services of six superb reenactors, 
dressed in full kit with lots of extra 
equipment - even a WWI Vickers 
machine gun!  They were dutifully 
posted by the appropriate range 
and made quite an impression.  
We had a Napoleonic era Gordon 
Highlander, American Civil War 
Confederate and his wife, Zulu 
War 24th Foot Corporal, World 
War I Corporal and a World War II 
Bren Gunner.  Well versed in their 
impressions, they all mingled with 
our guests and gave an excellent 
account of themselves and the 
period they were representing.

Midway through the evening one 
of our regular attendees caught 
me and explained that he almost 
did not come this year since the 
venue had moved, but decided to 
give is a try and brought his ten 
year old grandson with him.  And 
he had to admit that it was one 
the most interesting events he 
had been to and that his grand-
son was having the time of his life.  
The three hours flew by in a flash 
and we did not even get a chance 
to try out the Vickers.

The expanded space also al-
lowed for some very impressive 
dioramas that attracted a lot of 
attention.   The big announce-
ment and preview was of our new 
War Along The Nile range with the 
first British and Mahdists from the 

A Young Collector 
gets some instruction

Ken Osen discusses 
the merits of his 
sculpting with 
some collectors

Collectors examining 
the new figures
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SHOW REPORT (Cont.)

Relief of Khartoum series on dis-
play.  Also on display were new 
2010 items including an American 
Civil War Rucker Ambulance and 
scenic accessories for Rorke’s Drift 
and Isandlwana.

The pre-production auction gener-
ated some healthy bidding with all 
of the pieces going for well above 
their reserve prices.  This year also 
saw the culmination of this series 
of event pieces – a three piece 
collection of figures depicting 
the Coldstream Guards fifes and 
drums from 1815.  At the end of the 
day a little over 200 folks showed 
up for the event and 400 tickets 
were sold, making this a success-
ful event and pleasant gathering for 
all who could attend.

The 2010 event will be at the same 
location on December 3.  Tickets 
sold very quickly so once we make 
the official announcement on 2010 
please do not hesitate.  The 2010 
event will be limited to 400 tickets.

The evening in full swing

W Britain Staff & Re-enactors

Re-Enactors at London Event



24 24

MAY 1, 2010 ~ 10 AM
View this auction and purchase a catalog on our website:

oldtoysoldierauctions.com

Over 25 Makers 
Represented in 
this auction:
Britains Pre and Post War

Britains “B” Series
Britains Plastics 

Britains Farm Zoo and Civilian

•	 Aluminum
	 Wendal
•	 Charbens
•	 Cherilea
•	 Composition 
	 German
	 and Belgian
	 Elastolin
	 Lineol
	 Durso
•	 Courtenay
•	 Crescent
•	 Dimestore
	 Barclay
	 Manoil
	 Grey Iron

•	 Heyde
•	 Hocker
•	 Johillco
•	 Imperial
•	 Lucotte
•	 Mignot
•	 Moultoy
•	 Sentry Box
•	 Stadden
•	 Sacul
•	 Taylor and 
	 Barrett
•	 Tippco
•	 Timpo
•	 Vertunni

P.O. Box 13323 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
412-343-8733

1-800-349-8009
Fax 412-344-5273

Catalogs available one 
month prior to the sale
$25, $35 Internationally
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The Bill & Don Thompson Collection, 
The John Graham Part III Collection 

and Various Properties

AUCTION PREVIEW

Britains Rare Sample Card

Britains R.A.F.

Johillco Greyhound Set

Britains Pre War Austrian Army Dragoons

Britains Village Idiots and Civilian

Britains Turcos

Britains Post War Papal

Rare Cherilea Baseball Set

Heyde French Line Infantry
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Mignot Britains Wild WestTimpo

Britains Pre War Britains Pre War Set 89

Britains Pre War

Britains Pre War

Britains Worcestershires

Britains Highland Officers Pre War

Britains Bikanir Camel

Britains Black Watch Band

Britains Pre War

Britains R.A.M.C. Pre War Heyde Hunt
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Sentry Box Lucotte

Britains Vehicles Imperial

Johillco “Magpie” Tennis Set Britains Artillery

Britains Pre War Indian Army
Very Rare Britains Set 480 Parade Series

Rare Moultoy Red Riding Hood

Britains Pre War Italian DisplayBritains Frontier Force
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 Old Toy Soldiers Auctions USA Catalog Order Form 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________

City:_ __________________________________________ State:___________ Zip:______________________________

Email:___________________________________________________________________________________________

Catalogs are $25,  $35 internationally

Payment: o Visa  o MC   o Amex   o Discover   o Check   o Money Order_   Number of Catalogs:______Total:_ _________

Credit Card #:_ ______________________________________Expiration Date:_ __________3 Digit Security #:______

Signature:________________________________________________________________________________________
Mail to: Old Toy Soldier Auctions, USA, P.O. Box 13323, Pittsburgh, PA 15243

Order your catalog today and 
be among the first to receive it.  
Fully illustrated color catalogs 
will be mailed approximately 
one month prior to the sale. 
Prices realized will be posted af-
ter the conclusion of the auction 
on our website: 
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

The Bill & Don Thompson Collection, 
The John Graham Part III Collection 

and Various Properties
May 1, 2010 ~ 10 AM

AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Vertunni

Britains Pre War Royal Marine Band

Britains British Army Display

Britains R.A.M.C.

Britains Pre War
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The Toy Soldier 
Auction House Specialist

Booking 
Consignors 

for 2011
oldtoysoldierauctions.com

412-343-8733
1-800-349-8009

Fax 412-344-5273
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Arthur De Bretagne 
Comte De Richemont

Constable of France with the 
Richemont Standard

54mm Scale

Luigi Doria French vs. Archer in the Livery of Edward III
Poitiers 1356  50mm Scale

Sir Richard Wene English
Poitiers 1356  50mm Scale
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AUCTION REVIEW

Lot #5 Britains Egyptian Camel Corps 
$550

Lot #73 Britains 39a Royal Horse Artillery light harness Khaki Gun Team 
with Galloping Officer and Escort. $850

Lot #83 Britains Set # 101 Life Guard Band. $2300

Lot #89 Britains Set # 144 Royal Field Artillery Gun Team 
with Mounted Officer. $650

Lot #128 Britains Set # 2093 
Berkshire Regiment Band. $1200 

Lot #406 Heyde EXCEPTIONALLY RARE 
Set # 1387. Old Volunteer Corps in Original 

Box with insert card. $3250

Lot #385 Heyde Napoleonic Old Guard Marching with Mounted and 
Foot Officer and Drummer. $1200

Lot #14 Britains Set # 134. Japanese Infantry Charging 
in Original “Butterfly” Box. $575

Lot #361 Britains Set # 1398 VERY RARE 
Sports Model Open Tourer Motor Car  White 

and Red. $700

Old Toy Soldier Auctions November 2009. Review of significant prices realized 
(excluding buyers premium) from The James (Doc) Wengert and Vincent C. Banker Collections.



AUCTION REVIEW (Cont.)

Lot #286 King & Country Exception-
ally RARE Set TK011 Austin K2 Am-
bulance Gloss Finish, Green Version 

only 20 made. $1200

Lot #635 Herald VERY RARE Store Farm Display Tied in Original Box. $2100

Lot #621 Britains EXCEPTIONALLY RARE  H.R.H. 
The Prince of Wales in Uniform of the Welsh 

Guards with Original Box. $2000

Lot #288 King & Country RARE 
Set # ANO7 Arnhem Ambulance 

Jeep with Original Box. $600

Lot #449 Britains Set 1550 Exceptionally Rare Noah’s Ark with Noah, Wife and 22 Animals. $5000

Lot #204 KRAUSE Germany VERY RARE British  
Medical Grouping $1800

Lot #16 Britains Set # 137. Army Medi-
cal Service with Nursing Sisters and 

wounded in Original Box. $600

Lot #411 Spenkuch VERY RARE  Frederick the Great and his 
Guards, Two African Drummers, Flag Bearer, Man with Pike and 

10 at the Slope. $3750

Lot #344 Britains Set # 2153 
Band of the Royal Marines Tied 
in Original R.O.A.N. Box RARE 

1957-1960 Plastic Drum Version 
with Tenor Drum. $750
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BOOK REVIEW

Mention German toy soldiers and the figures of Lineol, 
Elastolin and Heyde immediately come to mind.  The 
massive output of these firms dominated the collect-
ing market in Germany and her surrounding States in 
the late eighteenth and early twentieth centuries.  The 
history and production of the afore mentioned com-
panies have been the subject of several books.

Numerous smaller Germanic toy soldier companies 
came and went as they competed for a share of the 
toy soldier market.  Several of these firms became 
quite successful: Spenkuch, Haffner, Noris, Krause 
and Wollner.  Developing charming, high quality fig-
ures, the history and production records of these 
lesser known companies are often non-existent, mak-
ing research extremely difficult.

Despite the lack of documentation, prominent Wollner 
collector, Robert Lonsing has written “Wollner: His-
tory & Catalogue of a Viennese Toy-Soldier Manufac-
ture”.  It is the opinion of this reviewer that “Wollner” 
is one of the finest toy soldier books to date.  Most toy 
soldier researchers rely heavily on past catalogues or 
price lists to aid in researching the history of a past 
toy soldier manufacturers.  Remarkably, Wollner nev-
er produced a catalogue or price list, thus placing 

Mr. Lonsing at a distinct disadvantage.  Undeterred, 
Mr. Lonsing pressed forward and began to document 
Wollner production figure by figure.  The author had 
to explore and utilize other sources of information due 
to the lack of a catalogue and price list.  Lonsing was 
able to use several alternative sources of original ar-
tifacts to help him piece together the history and pro-
duction of Wollner.

WOLLNER
History & Catalogue of a 

Viennese Toy-Soldier Manufacture
By Robert Lonsing

Reviewed by Russ Bednarek
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Existing original molds helped establish the size and 
subject matter of Wollner figures.  These molds were 
found in several private collections and also at a com-
pany that still produces the Size 2 Wollner figures.

The examination of vintage boxes yielded much in-
formation.  Labels on the boxes provided additional 
information in regards to size and number of figures 
in the box.  The size of the box was indicative to the 
number and type of infantry and cavalry figures con-
tained in the set.  A number code provided a box size, 
figure size and composition of figures.

Original figures from Mr. Lonsing’s extensive collec-
tion helped to establish Wollner production.  Other 
Wollner collectors offered their collections for study 
and examination by Mr. Lonsing.

The investigation of vintage toy catalogues provided 
another source of Wollner figures.  These catalogues 
frequently showed Wollner figures in boxed sets.  Toy 
shops often varied the number and composition of the 
types of figures offered in boxed sets to be competi-
tive with their peers.  The study of these catalogues 
revealed additional Wollner figures to add to the mas-
ter list of figures produced.

The discovery and examination of an original order 
and delivery book from 1910-1912 helped document 
an immense number of sets of all six sizes of Wollner 
figures.  Using this book as a guide, it is estimated 
that Wollner produced and delivered 26,000 boxed 
sets, almost 500,000 figures during this time period.

All the previously mentioned sources were intensely 
examined as Mr. Lonsing began to catalogue every 
figure and set offered by Wollner in all six sizes, I-VI.

The first part of “Wollner” deals with the Wollner fam-
ily history, molds, manufacturing, painting and figure 
sizes.  Additional chapters explore vintage boxes and 
labels, box sizes, and the Wollner numbering system 
and illustrations.  Each page has both German-Eng-
lish text.  Numerous color photographs are liberally 
and strategically used to help compliment the excel-
lent text in the first twelve chapters.

The remaining 200 pages are devoted to the cata-
logues of Wollner figures; one for each of the six Woll-
ner sizes.  Collectors will be delighted with the im-
pressive amount of photographs.  The left-hand page 
will have a set of figures lined up in linear fashion, one 
figure behind the other.  This allows for up to eight 
different sets to be shown on a single page.  Figures 

in the catalogue may be in color or black and white.  
Color indicates an original Wollner figure while black 
and white is for figure(s) painted by a collector or an 
unpainted casting.

The right-hand page will have the descriptive text di-
rectly across from the corresponding set shown on 
the left-hand page.  A vast amount of information is 
provided within the minimal text;name shown on the 
box label, figure size, special painting, original engrav-
er, assigned catalogue number and types of figures.  
This format is repeated for all six of the Wollner figure 
sizes.  Mr. Lonsing further enhances the reader’s ex-
perience by frequently placing numerous color photo-
graphs of original boxed sets on the text pages.

As the catalogue progresses to the larger sized fig-
ures, the number of color photographs of original 
boxed sets dramatically increases.  Unpainted cast-
ings and accompanying components are also pro-
vided for study.

After reading and examining “Wollner”, one can truly 
admire Robert Lonsing’s commitment to researching 
and documenting every facet of the history and pro-
duction of Wollner toy soldiers.  The author exhausted 
every source available to him even interviewing re-
maining members of the Wollner family.  An example 
of this extraordinary commitment  to detail is obvious 
in Mr. Lonsing’s study of the Wollner boxes and la-
bels. How many toy soldier books devote any space 
to boxes?  It takes Mr. Lonsing three chapters to ex-
amine vintage boxes, labels and even original pack-
ing materials.  Such is Mr. Lonsing’s dedication and 
devotion to detail.

“Wollner” is more than 300 pages long with over 800 
photographs.  Robert Lonsing’s flawless and meticu-
lous research combined with hundreds of excellent 
color photographs have resulted in one of the best 
toy soldier books ever published.  Mr. Lonsing has 
certainly set a new standard in toy soldier research 
and publication.  “Wollner” belongs in every toy sol-
dier enthusiast’s library.

Thank you to Mr. Lonsing who generously supplied a 
copy of this superlative book for review.
 

CONTACT/ORDER INFORMATION
www.wollner-zinnfiguren.com
www.wollner-toysoldiers.com
info@wollner -zinnfiguren.com    

BOOK REVIEW (Cont.)
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net

Soldier Boy Miniatures
3645 Upper Mountain Road
Sanborn, NY 14132

Tel 716-731-2529  Fax 716-731-1803
Email mulcahysbm@aol.com

We assemble and hand paint individual model 
and toy soldier figures. We carry:

Our specialty “Giving the collector the special figure or 
diorama setting they want at a reasonable price”. We 
will work with you on your custom project. If you have 
kits that need to be assembled and painted let us do the 
job for you. You  might be surprised at our quote. Refer-
ences on request. 

Suggested prices are 
Foot Figures $25.00 - $50.00
Mounted $55.00 - $100.00

We currently have a limited selection of 
Imperial Town Around Figures. Contact us for a list.

Mike Allen
New Hope
Monarch
Shenandoah
Hinchliffe
Tradition

Michael Roberts
Andrea
Pegasso
Soldiers
Seil
Reviesco

Warriors
Nemrod/historex
Verlinden/Iaredo
Custom diramics
Valiant miniatures
Sea Soldier
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BOB HORNUNG…. Collector/Dealer & Exceptional Artisan
By Louis S. Steinberg

As for background, during 
the late 70s and early 80s 
when Dimestore toy sol-
diers were approaching 
the pinnacle of collecting 
popularity, various de-
scriptive lists of “figures 
for sale” would arrive 
in our mail boxes on a 
rather consistent basis.  
The youthful recalling’s 
of “Sending Away” were 
again being ignited with 
exhilaration.

Those printed lists of toy soldiers that we received via our good 
ol’ postman, however, were the important reins of the har-
ness guiding us to our relished collectible wants and wishes 
throughout the last three stanzas of the twentieth century.

Mail order thus became the pith for the collector while also de-
veloping, along the way, adjunct friendships as its more wel-
comed extension.  After all, those hobbyists everywhere in the 
country that found the collections to buy and then circulated 
their sales lists were looked upon as the experts. 

They sorted out and uncovered the rarities and began to rec-
ognize variations within many of the pieces.

The early toy soldier magazines and periodicals of the period 
featured articles and advertising related to all aspects of col-
lecting Dimestore military and civilian pieces.  Dealers had 
captured their audience with offerings of every grade of avail-
able figure and complementary soldier item.

These were the years when Dimestore dealers reigned the 
aisles of national and local shows.  The vast acceptance of 
those original five-and-ten-cent-store figures we remember 
buying and playing with in our far removed childhood was 
our reality “Romper Room” of the era.

Some dealers did offer repaired and repainted pieces or solid 
castings of rarities.  Many times this helped to fill in a col-
lection until an original update was located.  Although, now 
and then, someone even went so far as to represent them as 
original and were summarily outed and disgraced.

A handful of dealers, as I have been documenting in past is-
sues, ventured into producing new lines of Dimestore styled 
figures to correlate with the older originals.  These newbie’s 
soon would command almost comparable pricings, since in 
most cases their production was often very limited.

Part I…The building of a Dimestore collection; becoming a Dealer; changing directions

Robert Lee Hornung was for over ten years a Dime-
store toy figure Dealer par excellence!! 

Bob, the son of Leo and Clara Hornung, was born in 1947 
in Cincinnati, Ohio.  In growing up there, he remembers 
his youth, like between eight and twelve years old, and 
mentions, “I used to have Cowboys and Indians when I 
was a kid.  Although, when I went nearby to my grandfa-
ther Urban’s house, I really had the most fun.  He had an 
old homecast mold, and whenever I visited him, we would 
make and paint toy soldiers.  I collected lots of them.

“My father, Leo Hornung, was another kind of artist.  
As a model maker by profession, working with sheet 
metal, he could fabricate from any representative de-
sign its prototype.  I’d say he could make about any-
thing out of wood or metal.

“As for my mother, she also was considerably an art-
ist and could make anything she wished from ginger-
bread houses to a complete clothes wardrobe.  I’m 

sure I drew my own talents from that gene pool.”

The high school years passed fast for Bob.  He 
was always occupied with things to make.  Af-
ter high school he attended the University of Cin-
cinnati for three years until he was drafted dur-
ing the Vietnam War.  He said, “Now there were 
some interesting stories…but, not for this article.”                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                               
With Bob’s departure from the Army and upon return-
ing home to Cincinnati, he went to work for the A B 
Dick Company as a service technician.  Within a year 
he left and started his own printing press sales and 
service business, Graphic Equipment Service.

He said, “In starting that first business, I couldn’t af-
ford continuing my original hobby of collecting coins, 
but I did find toy soldiers and they were very much 
cheaper.  In those days, I wouldn’t pay more than two 
dollars for any figure, and I really bought many.  I’ve 
collected them since 1978.”

Bob the Ultimate Craftsman



37

The turning point year of ’78 was significantly ventur-
ous.  Bob had sold the equipment service business 
and opened Tri County Furniture Refinishing.  Speak-
ing with much pride, he states, “I built that business 
into the largest antique furniture restoration business 
in Cincinnati!”

Although Bob’s leisure time interests, when business 
allowed, were many, ie: antiques, art glass, stones, 
Rookwood pottery, lapidary arts, along with history 
and travel, and of course, still coins.  Who knew it 
would become toy soldiering that won over as his 
preeminent hobby?

Bob cited, “I started selling toy soldiers in ’78 and 
have set up at every Chicago Toy Soldier Show since 
it began in 1980.  By the mid ‘80s I had collected mul-
tiples of nearly all the Barclay and Manoil figures.

“Fortunately, I had discovered and been able to buy 
several huge collections.  The largest in 1985 was 
close to 12,000 figures.  They had been stored in an 
attic since 1957.  Never played with.  Mostly Mint.  
Only used by the owner for window displays.  So, I 
knew for a fact that they were all originals.  For an-
other fact, I had no room to move in my house.

“I supplied other vendors with literally hundreds for 
their own lists.  The figures were so plentiful, they only 
had to let me know what they needed.” 

My own personal commerce with Bob began in early 
’84.  I had received his five page, hand printed let-
ter, not only answering my question regarding a box of 
tents made by Jaymar, but including several lists of his 
own wants.  The resolve was a most equitable trade.

My buys and trades with Bob continued through the 
years.  However, my own affinity became obsessive 
with the conversion of Dimestore figures, not only my 

own, but also to those of others.  Bob had fashioned a 
unique WWII Pontoon set with two figures.  That was 
another nice trade.

He states in a Fall ’86 list under New Developments, 
“As most of you know, I occasionally do a bit of con-
verting and manufacturing.  My latest conversions are 
now ready. They are a WWII soldier marching with 
slung rifle and ammo belt around his neck and a du-
plex antiaircraft team.”  I had to have both for my own 
collection.

It was also in ’86 that Bob treated himself to his first 
personal computer.  List making was made much 
easier and tracking sales and buyers was a large ben-
efit.  How was it ever done before?

A summer list in 1987 announced, almost hidden near 
its end, the termination of his trial run in accessory pro-
duction.  He declared, “This is the last of twenty paint-
ed, papier-mache and wood trench sets made by me.  
Included is an Artillery Emplacement; Long and Short 
Trench Section; Bunker; MG Nest; Ladder and Ten Sand 
Bags….Too much work!  There will be no more.”

Now here’s a timetable aside….Then, in January 
1988, “WHAM BANG!!”  Richard O’Brien decisively 
redefined our hobby with his first book of five hundred 
and six pages, announced by Books Americana…”the 
most comprehensive book on Dimestore toy soldiers 
ever published.”

“Collecting Toy Soldiers, An Identification And Value 
Guide,” instantly became the sought after authorita-
tive and most inclusive reference, on the subject of 
American made and select foreign toy soldiers.  It was 
not just the abundant listing pages of the tome.  It was 
the histories of the companies; the bountiful pictures 
numbered and captioned; the figure’s suggested 
worth; and, the acknowledged contributions from the 
broad collecting community. 

The joy of collecting in using O’Brien’s guide nurtured our 
education on the wide range of Dimestore figures that 
had been produced.  It became exciting when hearing of 
a new find.  Even today, it is not unusual to be updated 
by someone’s archeological Dimestore disclosure.

A new guidebook for collectors was introduced in 
mid 1989.  “Beton Basics,” was a twenty-eight page 
work of information about Beton toys.  It included im-
ages of over 175 different toys from military to circus, 
along with sections on history, versions and colors.  
Its author….Bob Hornung.

BOB HORNUNG…. Collector/Dealer & Exceptional Artisan (Cont.)

WWII Crewmen Positioning a Pontoon Boat
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In thinking a few years back, Bob says, “I started pro-
ducing my new line of Dimestore size Yanks in 1984.  
I made Dimestore’s because that was what I was col-
lecting then.  There were fourteen different Yanks pat-
terned after the WWII bloused-pant-look, yet wearing 
the WWI helmet.  

“The Germans are coming!” was announced in early 
’90.  “I am currently in the process of converting all 

of my Yanks into German troops just right to engage 
your Dimestore Army.”

I ponder.  What do you believe to be the most ambi-
tious and challenging thing you have ever seen made 
within the entire hobby of toy soldiering??  Could it be 
some mammoth museum diorama of any period and 
scale, or even the most detailed of sailing ships with a 
full complement of seamen??

Now, my vote is indisputably Bob Hornung’s “piece 
de resistance” work of impeccably exquisite art, un-
pretentiously named….My Soldier Shop, circa 1990.

The complete miniature Soldier Shop was only avail-
able by special order and delivered within several 
months.  Its overall size of twenty inches long, twelve 
wide and twelve high was quite amply sufficient, but 
stuffing it full of inventory became a herculean task.

BOB HORNUNG…. Collector/Dealer & Exceptional Artisan (Cont.)

Starting the1984 Production of Fighting Yanks

“More Yanks” Training for the Coming Battles

Germans Advancing to Fight American Yanks

Germans Suffer Casualties Combating Yanks

Engaging the Enemy and Radioing Coordinates

The Yanks Now Beginning to Gear-up the Action

Writing Home About the Yanks Final Offence
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Bob’s advertising flyer explained, “Complete Toy Sol-
dier Shop with customized door and full glass display 
windows.  Interior with shelving and display case.  All 
cabinet work done in walnut, cherry or mahogany.  
Walnut and cherry burls are also used to enhance 
drawers and doors.

“Shop comes complete with all twenty sets of soldiers, 
as well as a hundred other items, including tanks, planes, 
ships, Knights, Arabs on camels, castles and anything 
else that may fit.  I fill every nook and cranny.”

The twenty sets of tiny, tiny toy soldiers were 5mm scale.  
That’s right…five mm’s…meaning as, Bob writes, “the 
height of a hatless man is approximately ¼ of an inch 
and hand painted with minute details. Then, perma-
nently fixed into a hand-made red cardboard box with 
a printed label very similar to sets of old Britain’s.”

Many Soldier Shops were sold.  At the time the ticket 
price was $1,500.

Also offered by the “maestro of miniature” was a most 
unique tiny, about eight mm, book bound in leather 
with an embossed soldier posed at present arms in 
24 carat gold overlay.  Inside are pages that contain 
a brief history of toy soldiers and numerous illustra-
tions.  It is difficult for me to even imagine such a mi-
nuscule publishing.

The tiny sets of figures also were sold separately.  Bob 
explains, “I don’t always carry a stock of all sets.  If 
I’m out of one, patience is required.  My eyes will only 
let me make these sets about once a year.”   

The recessionary economy of the country in the early 
90’s influenced toy soldiering as it did everything else.  
Bob’s Soldier List of early ’91 tells, “that since last 
summer I have been having trouble finding soldiers, 
and although I have done this list for over seven years 
without dropping anyone, the cost of sending out over 
two hundred lists showing a much smaller offering is 
not so sales effective.” 

A change in business direction was beginning to hap-
pen, coinciding with the general waning of collector 
interest in Dimestore figures.

The Soldier List of June 1991 began, “Friends…I have 
been a part-time Dimestore toy soldier dealer for over 
10 years.  During that time I have accumulated many 
rare and choice figures.  Some which took long nego-
tiations or great luck to acquire.

“This brings me to the current situation.  Today’s busi-
ness climate is slow, and I have children about to 
enter college.  After long thought and many tears…I 
have decided to sell my collection.

“This does not mean that I will leave the scene of toy 
soldiers.  I will just have to start over and find them all 
again.

“In sorting the figures, it was evident that I couldn’t 
bear to depart with many of them.  Eventually, I wound 
up keeping nearly half.  However, have no fear.  This 
list should have something for everyone.”

The series of Yanks had been produced for six 

BOB HORNUNG…. Collector/Dealer & Exceptional Artisan (Cont.)

The Complete Toy Soldier Shop Displaying Its Massive Inventory
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years and had expanded to eighteen figures.  Sales, 
however, had dropped off.

“This and modifying my interests has prompted me to 
suspend production and destroy the molds,” laments 
Bob.

“It was not until 1997 that I sold our restoration busi-
ness.  That was when I finally decided to pursue toy 
soldiering, design and production, on a full time basis.  
Thus, Hornung Art was launched. My Knights, foot 
and mounted, became very rewarding.

“I also added a new Series of six Backgrounds.  Great 
for a backdrop in a display, or the start of a diorama.  
These will give some excitement to your toy soldier dis-
plays.  Plus, the largest selection available anywhere of 
fifty-three new items of semi flat trees, large and small, 
along with plants and cacti.  Each cast in Pewter and 
painted to a high standard,” Bob continued.

Returning to the beginning of this article…. Bob mar-
ried his childhood sweetheart, Sharon Ash in 1971. 

Spiritedly he pronounces, “She is still my wife and 
girlfriend.  We are blessed with four children, two boys 
and two girls.  Only the sons are artists.  Both better 
than their Dad.  (There goes that progressively active 
gene pool.)   

“We do a lot of art shows in Cincinnati and have won nu-
merous first, second and honorable mentions awards 
for both toy soldiers and my jewelry creations.”

Dimestore collectors in unison are not only a fan of the 
hobby… but, also an avid fan of Robert Lee Hornung.

Part II, as Bob pulls another arrow out of his quiver, 
this future article will recount the further production un-
dertakings of Hornung Art into the kingdom of 54mm 
Knights and sundry artistic endeavors.  Don’t miss it!

The Knights Are Coming

BOB HORNUNG…. Collector/Dealer & Exceptional Artisan (Cont.)

The Castle, One of Several 
Scenic 12 x 24 Backgrounds Introduced by Bob

No Man’s Land, a Barren Wasteland Background 
Depicting the Grief of War

A New Series of Pewter Cast Trees, Large and Small, 
Along with Plants

A USA Heyde Style Circus Set Reproduced by Hornung Art
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at

THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,

Britains,Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 St. Petersburg
Studios,The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier

Australian makers. Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.

� Metal Toy Soldiers
� Plastic Toy Soldiers
� 12” Action Figures
� Wargaming
� Model Kits
� Paints & Supplies
� Diorama & Scenic

Materials
� Military Books &

Publications

Tel: 1-781-321-8855
Email: matt@hobbybunker.com
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The Sun Rubber Company’s Armored Brigade
By John Stewart

At the end of World War II, the Sun Rubber Com-
pany of Barberton, Ohio produced two unique toy 
rubber military vehicles based on actual pre-war U.S. 
Army hardware.  While the Sun Rubber vehicles are 
relatively easy to find themselves, they represent one 
vehicle (the M3 White Scout Car) that saw relatively 
moderate use during the war, and another (the M2 
medium tank) that saw none at all.  What these toys 
represent, and possibly why they were manufactured, 
is the topic of this article. 

The Sun Rubber Company was located in the north-
eastern Ohio city of Barberton, from 1923 until 1975.  
After several unsuccessful products, the company 
began making rubber dolls and accessories.  Selling 
through dime-store chains, such as the ubiquitous 
F.W. Woolworth’s, Sun Rubber prospered.  By intro-
ducing a line of sturdy toy cars and trucks, American 
children found dependable and inexpensive toys that 
helped the company weather the Depression.

After the start of World War II rubber was in great de-
mand by the military.  The material restrictions put in 
place on April 1, 1942 turned Sun Rubber Company 
from a manufacturer of playthings to a producer of 
critical parts for various weapons systems.  Among 
Sun Rubber’s wartime production were oxygen 
masks, respirators, rubber gloves and self-sealing 
fuel tanks for combat aircraft.  One freakish item 
developed and produced was a Mickey Mouse gas 
mask (apparently for children).  Only 1000 of these 
were ever made.

At the end of hostilities in 1945 Sun Rubber, like so 
many other U.S. manufacturers, sought a quick tran-
sition back to civilian products.  Soon dolls were once 
again on their way to their new moms and the com-
pany launched a successful line of Disney products.  
It was during this period that the M3 Scout Car and 
M2 medium tank toys were introduced. 

M3 actual Scout Car was developed for U.S. Army 
service in 1938, although full production did not be-
gin until 1941.  The M3 was a four wheeled vehicle 
powered by a 6 cylinder gasoline engine of 110 hp.  
It had a crew of one driver and up to seven passen-
gers.  It was utilized in its originally intended role in 
scouting operations, but also used for a variety of 
other purposes including as an ambulance.  Close to 
21,000 units were produced between 1941 and 1945.  
The M3 design influenced the design of the famous 
M2 and M3 U.S. halftracks as well as the later Soviet 
BTR-40 armored car.

The M2 medium tank was an ungainly vehicle devel-
oped in the late 1930’s by the Rock Island Arsenal of 
Illinois, and in part, manufactured by Chrysler Cor-
poration.  The high profile tank sported a small boxy 
turret which mounted a 37 mm gun and at each of 
the four corners of its central hull sponson it bristled 
with four 30 cal. machine guns.  There were also two 
additional upward firing 30 cal. machine guns out of 
the top of the hull sponsons and two more 30 cal. 
machine guns in the hull on either side of the driver.  
The M2 had an amazing eight machine guns.  All of 
this firepower was manned by a crew of six.  The five 
ton tank was powered by a 400 hp radial engine and 
the tracks rode around three vertical spring suspen-
sion assemblies.  Only 94 of these odd vehicles were 
ever produced.  Considered a failure, the M2 never-
the-less provided the lower hull test bed for the Lee-
Grant series of tanks and later the famous Sherman. 

As to the toys themselves, one sees quite well de-
signed models of the actual vehicles.  There is accu-
racy in the dimensions that is not seen in any of Sun 
Rubber’s previous vehicles toys.  Interestingly, while 
both the actual M2 tank and M3 Scout car measured 
approximately 17.5 ft (5.5 m) long, the toys are of 

Sun Rubber’s Armored Brigade

M3 Scout Car (photo H.P. Ganesha)
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The Sun Rubber Company’s Armored Brigade (Cont.)

two different scales with the M2 being slightly smaller 
than the M3.  Both work relatively well with 1/32 – 54 
mm figures, but better (as far as looks goes) with the 
usual 3 – 3½ inch dimestore size soldiers. 

The tank measures approximately six inches long 
by three inches wide and four inches to the top of 
the 360° rotating, solid, rubber turret.  The Scout 
car measures almost seven inches in length but just 
over 2½ inches wide and 3¼ inches at its maximum 
height.  The difference in scale is obvious in the size 
of the small tank commander atop the M2 turret and 
the four gunners hunched over the weapons in their 
distinctive turned up collars and odd Star Wars storm-
trooper like helmets.  Additionally, it must be noted, 
that these vehicles were built with play in mind.  The 
thickness of rubber is impressive and the vehicles 
are reinforced with rubber ‘cross bracing;’ the rubber 
wheels and axles they’re attached to are very sturdy.  
On the underside, one will find the company’s mark-
ings which read, “MFD BY THE SUN RUBBER CO 
BARBERTON O USA.” 

Sun Rubber painted both the tank and scout car in 
red or in one of two shades of green.  The Scout car 
comes with or without the de-ditching roller and with 
either black or white wheels.  The green tanks have 
a yellow turret and the red model comes with a tan 
turret.  The tanks come either with or without silver 
painted sponson gun mounts and silver wheels and 
black (with red tank) or red suspension (with green 
tank). 

The green vehicles appear to have been molded in a 
previously green dyed rubber while the red vehicles 
are molded in black and sprayed red.  The turrets on 
the tanks are painted over black rubber.  Both the red 
and green Scout cars have silver machine guns and 
other highlights such as headlight mountings and ra-
dio equipment.  The green Scout car soldiers wear 
red helmets. 

M2 Medium Tank (photo Ray Veydt)

Dimestore Battle

Reinforced underside

Tanks compared



44

The Sun Rubber Company’s Armored Brigade (Cont.)

Perhaps what is most intriguing about these post 
war Sun Rubber vehicles is the question as to why 
these two, and only these two, vehicle types were 
produced.  Neither vehicle is representative of pri-
mary U.S. fighting vehicles of WW II.  True, the M3 
Scout car eventually saw approximately 21,000 units 
produced, but compare this with the more famous 
M2 and M3 halftracks of which a combined total of 
approximately 65,000 were produced.  Or compare 
the M3 output with the staggering number of over 
half a million jeeps churned out during the war.  The 
numbers with regard to the quirky M2 medium tank 
are even more mystifying.  Over 30,000 medium 
Sherman tanks headed off to war while only 94 (!) M2 
tanks were ever produced and none ever having fired 
a shot in anger. 

It is easy to speculate about all of this.  Perhaps Sun 
Rubber decided in the late 1930’s or early 1940’s to 
get into military toys.  Auburn already had rubber sol-
diers and at this time only one rubber tank (another 
oddball; the Marmon-Herrington light tank) on the 
market.  The molds are made and then war erupts.  
Sun Rubber Company switches to wartime produc-
tion of necessary wartime material on an around the
clock basis.  The war ends, troops come home, the

Barberton, Ohio factory has a huge payroll and tons of 
rubber on hand or on the way.  In order to retool, and 
quickly, the old molds are dusted off and production be-
gins on these obscure vehicles in a big way.  We do know, 
thanks to Richard O’Brien, that these vehicles appeared 
by 1946.  How long the production was, is uncertain. 

It is also interesting to see that the Sun Rubber Company 
used their green rubber stock to portray one side in any po-
tential toy battles, and to paint their black rubber stock in a 
contrasting red color.  These colors predate the escalation 
of the cold war, so perhaps they recall Red versus Blue war 
games held before the Second World War.  Nevertheless, 
both red and green forces display U.S. markings.

Unfortunately these were the only vehicles Sun Rubber 
produced at this scale and high standard.  The company 
forged ahead with their Disney products and revitalized 
doll lines; eventually, the company folded in 1975.  How 
many toy tanks and Scout cars is not known.  They are 
not entirely rare at this point, but they are well worth 
considering for a part in any American military dime-
store collection as representative of the look of the pre-
war U.S. Army as seen through eyes of toymakers.

Feel free to contact me with any further insights re-
garding these vehicles at jkstewart@frontiernet.net or 
1953 S Shore Dr, Worthington, MN  56187.

Green M3 with white wheels

Tanks compared

Red M3 with black wheels

Green M2 with painted highlights

From OTS v 28 #3 Fall 2004
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CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS
• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact:

HENRY KURTZ at (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
or write to

Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #136, New York, NY  10023

HENRY KURTZ, LTD.
Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

163 Amsterdam Avenue • Suite 136 New York, New York  10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 

BRITAINS PARADE SERIES 
DESIGN DEPARTMENT 1932 w CORRECTION v

The article on BARCLAY’S BIKES by Stan 
Alekna  that appeared in the Spring 2009 Vol. 
33 Number 1 edition contained an error. The 
photo of the policeman above the caption 
B93b Unmarked is really B93B. The photo of 
the policeman above B93B is really B93b Un-
marked.

For Sale
Alymer 

(founded in 1947)
(Toy Soldiers)

Due to retirement of owners

Please direct all queries to the address given below, leaving your 
name, address and telephone number and we will contact you.

e-mail: miniploms@terra.es
Postal address: Miniploms, S.L.

Carrera de Malilla, 14-B
46006 Valencia (Spain)
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28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS.  FRANCE.                        Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7  

THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOYTHE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOY--SOLDIERS IN PARISSOLDIERS IN PARIS
Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office, 
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition 
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French plastics, paper soldiers, 
flats etc etc……

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44     boitedesoldats@wanadoo.fr

Web-site boitedesoldats.fr

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and 
others.

A bientôt A bientôt àà ParisParis……
FranFranççois Beaumontois Beaumont

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr
NEW WEB SITE

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr
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16 South Third Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our site
gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.
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GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW

CBG Mignot continues to expand the diversity 
of their existing ranges with several new excit-
ing releases.  In addition to these sets a new 
and exciting civilian range consisting of couples 
performing different dances has been launched. 
A total of eight of these new offerings were 
available for this review: three Napoleonic era, 
a Second Empire set and, last but not least, the 
four new pairs of dancing couples.
 
Starting with the Napoleonic sets, there are two 
additions to the Grenadiers of the Guard: Grena-
diers en tenue de Campagne and Grenadiers en 
tenue de Route. The Grenadiers en Campagne 
set is in the typical grenadier uniform, but has 
blue instead of white pants with light blue gai-
ters.  The officer wears the chapeau in lieu of 
the bearskin hat and has his saber drawn in one 
hand, and holding onto the scabbard with the 
other.  A nice touch to the campaign dress is the 
rolled greatcoat worn over the shoulder by the 
officer.  The set of Grenadier en Route again has 
the grenadiers with blue pants and light blue gai-
ters and all figures wearing the dark blue great-
coat.  The officer continues to wear the chapeau 
carrying his sword and scabbard as in the previ-
ous set and is wearing his greatcoat.  The final 

Grenadiers, Zouaves and The Lindy Hop
Reviewed by Russ Bednarek
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GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW (Cont.)

Napoleonic offering is the band of the Pupilles de 
la Garde.  The Pupilles were young orphans of mili-
tary families.  They were placed in easy garrisons 
while they received an education and training.  
The twelve piece set is expertly rendered with the 
bandsmen dressed in their green coats trimmed 
in yellow, white pants and a fur busby.  An excel-
lent choice of Napoleonic instruments; bassoon, 
serpent and cylindrical bass drum adorned with a 
gold Imperial eagle really capture the feeling of the 
period.  To add to the uniqueness of the band, a 
bandsman carries the oriental chapeau chinois, a 
staff with ornate bells and horse tails.
 
The Papal Zouave set is a most unique offering.  
The Papal Zouaves formed the defense of the Pa-
pal states, that are territories under the direct sov-
ereign rule of the papacy.  Created in 1861, the 
regiment was mostly volunteers of single Catho-
lics and fought in the Wars of Italian Unification.  
The Papal Zouaves had a distinct international flair 
the majority of the ranks being Dutch or French.  
Prussians, Poles, Spaniards and even Canadians 
served until it was disbanded during the Franco-
Prussian War when the Prussians occupied Par-
is.  The enlisted men are dressed in a light gray 
zouave uniform with a matching kepi replacing 
the chechia.  The red trim on the pants and jacket 
is outstanding and accurately portrayed, and the 
tombeau trim on the jacket helps to capture the 
unique style of the uniform.  The officer and banner 
bearer are in the same style zouave uniform as the 
enlisted men, but in medium blue color.  The braid-
ing on the jackets of these figures is more intricate 
and equally well executed.
 
The remaining four sets are the beginning of a new 
civilian range of dances; Tango, Polka, Charleston 
and The Lindy Hop.  Obviously each set is com-
posed of a dancing couple.  The dress of the danc-
ers is painted to the highest quality and is appro-
priate to the era of the dance.  The sculpting and 

poses of the figures is so well done that it con-
vincingly captures the dancers in mid-step.  Each 
couple is on a single base except for the Charles-
ton couple.  The most impressive set is “The Lin-
dy Hop”, which was created to celebrate Charles 
Lindbergh’s Atlantic crossing in 1927.  The woman 
wears a white blouse and hat with a black and 
white checked skirt.  Her partner wears a vest and 
pants with the identical black and white checked 
pattern.  The painting of this checked pattern is 
truly outstanding.  The quality of painting is equal-
ly strong in the three remaining sets of dancing 
couples.  This series is very innovative, capturing 
a subject matter that no other manufacturer has 
done.  Given Mignot’s creative talents, this range 
certainly holds much promise.  Can the Twist be 
featured in a future set?
 
As always, the quality of the new sets is of the 
highest degree, which is the norm for CBG Mignot.  
This interesting group of releases is sure to please 
the most discerning collector.  Those who wish 
to purchase these new releases are encouraged 
to contact Jack Carleton who is the sole agent of 
CBG Mignot/Lucotte.  Mr.Carleton offers superb 
service and is able to answer any questions you 
may have.
 

CONTACT INFORMATION
Le Petit Soldat
Jack Carleton

14 Ridgetop Drive
St.Louis, MO  63117-1021
Email:jcarleton@aol.com

Website:www.lepetitsoldat.com
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Indians Uncovered
By Steve Balkin

During the Great Depression and earlier, cottage 
industries sprung up using Schnieder/Schierke 
molds as well as those made by the A.C. Gilbert, 
who produced home casting sets. I can recall a 
woman coming to my shop some 25 years ago 
with sets made by her grandfather during the De-
pression. He would cast and paint the figures, then 
tie them in shirt boxes and stand on street corners 
at Times Square and Wall Street selling them to 
support his family. Years earlier in the 1970’s, I had 
purchased some very crude boxed sets sold to 
support patriotism during the Great War.        
 
Recently, I received a call from a woman, who 
wanted to show me a group of toy Indians that her 
late father had collected. She brought them in later 
that day and I opened the box. My first glance told 
me that these figures were painted in the 1930’s 
or before. Sorting them out there were the obvi-
ous Britains Ltd. and Heyde’s, then the six sided 
Schnieder/Schierke bases. Next were a group of 
40mm figures of iron. I had the feeling that I had 
seen some of these in the past 40 years, but wasn’t 
certain of their origin. So my hunch is that they 

are Grey Iron even though further investigation in 
O’Brien  and other sources did not come up with 
any matches.
 
The next group of 54mm semi-rounds was even 
more elusive. Once again I had seen them depict-
ed in some reference years ago, but could not re-
call where. In the group depicting an encampment 
what caught my eye was a brave with a tomahawk 
attacking a tree stump, perhaps for firewood, next 
to a chief seated smoking his pipe and a squaw 
reaching for her child. They have a naïve quality 
that I found fascinating. Again I would suppose 
that they are of German origin.
 
At the turn of the last Century, a love affair of the 
American West developed in Europe inspired by 
the grand tour of “Buffalo Bill Cody”, who brought 
his “Wild West” show to the capitals of Europe. 
This created a craze not unlike the Beatles arrival 
in New York in the 1960’s. In Germany the stories 
of author Karl May inspired the creations of the 
West by Elastolin and Lineol composition figures, 
as well as those mentioned above.
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Indians Uncovered (Cont.)
 
It is believed that indigenous people of Siberia  
crossed the frozen Bering Sea some 10,000 
years ago and developed unique and varied 
cultures usually determined by the food sup-
ply. These cultures evolved for thousands of 
years without foreign intervention save the 
Norsemen and possible the Basques, until the 
advent of Columbus and the Spanish Con-
quistadors.  Thor Hyerdahl’s voyage of the 
Kon Tiki in 1947 gave credence to the Trans 
Pacific migrations to the west coast of South 
America. In the early 1500’s native Americans 
were brought back to the court of Ferdinand 
of Spain as trophies. This began a period of 
exploitation for the next 500 years, where 
technology and disease wreaked havoc on 
the native American peoples. Yet the spirit of 
these people are celebrated, both in literature 
and motion pictures and the wonderful toy 
representations that we enjoy today.

Britains Indians

Heyde

 
Steve Balkin is owner of Burlington Antique Toys - 
NY. See ad in this issue.
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www.burlingtontoys.com

G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more…

boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian 

sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related 
accessories.  You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores.  All items priced to sell.

• ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA.  2400
North Reading Rd.  Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of 
the Turnpike.  Two cases filled to the brim!  Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.  
Note:  This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA.  725
North Hanover St.  1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the U.S. Army War College.  Easy access from
I-81.  Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA  22152

703-942-6613  •  doktorkec@aol.com
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16 South Third Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our site
gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.

Less than two hours
from New York and
Philadelphia. Write or
call Jim Hillestad for
directions and hours.
1343 Paradise Falls
Cresco, PA 18326
570.629.7227
jimhill@ptd.net

the ToySoldierMuseum
See our all-new website and video
tour... www.the-toy-soldier.com 

• 3,000 square feet of dazzling 
displays and dioramas

• Regimental drums and banners
• Handsome display furniture 

to showcase your collection
• Vintage prints and books

• Authentic Victorian and
Edwardian uniforms, 
medals and memorabilia.

The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net



54

WARTIME PUZZLES
WWII’s Most Popular Home Time Activity

By Jack Matthews

One of the worst offenses a youngster could 
commit during the war was to jostle the card 
table or other surface on which the omnipres-
ent, incomplete puzzle was laid out. Usually 
this resulted in messing up the completed 
portion, knocking pieces on the floor and hav-
ing to spend time looking for them. There was 
nothing worse than losing pieces of a puzzle 
on which the family had spent days.

By the thirties, interlocking pieces puzzles had 
been around for over two centuries. The years 
of the Great Depression ushered in what has 
been called the biggest jigsaw puzzle craze in 
the nation’s history. Business Week magazine 
referred to it as the “Jigsaw Jag”. The weekly 
sales of jigsaw puzzles throughout the United 
States in 1932-1933 reached six million, a fig-
ure not since matched.

After WWII started, the public eagerly sought 
puzzles with wartime themes, and there were 
a multitude of experienced manufacturers to 
supply this demand. The early rationing of gas 
and the severe travel restrictions produced 
the major home front impetus for puzzles, 
games and books. Several game companies, 
including Parker Brothers and Milton Bradley, 
made wartime puzzles, as did the major book 
publishers.

Unlike the content of many games and punch-
out sets, wartime puzzles didn’t disappoint.

Photo 1

Photo 2

Photo 3 Photo 4
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WWII puzzles can be divided 
into two categories. The first, 
designed for use by children five 
to eight years of age, contains 
some of the best and most color-
ful artwork. These puzzles, which 
usually came several to the box, 
were smaller, about ten-by-six-
teen inches, and contained about 
two dozen large-sized pieces, a 
number well within the younger 
child’s attention span (Photos 
1-4) and retailed for fifteen cents. 
See ad, photo 5.

American Boy and Girl Picture 
Puzzles with box art of A.C. 
Weems’ famous painting, “To-
morrow’s Pilot” is a personal fa-
vorite. Weems’ painting captures 
the child’s wonder of those years 
(Photo 6). Larger puzzles that 
were designed for mom and dad 
and the older children form the 
second broad category. Among 
the major manufacturers were 
TUCO;  Jaymar; J.D. Hart; Guild; 
J.Pressman & Co., Inc.; Whitman; 
Dell and Perfect Picture Puzzles 
(Photos 7-9). TUCO puzzles are 
probably the most sought af-
ter by today’s specialists. While 
complete, boxed puzzles are 
still quite cheap on eBay ($5-15). 
TUCO’s go for double the price 
(Photo 10).

Geography has never been as 
popular with kids as it was dur-
ing WWII, and as in earlier times, 
map puzzles were big sellers. 
The “Patchwork” (Photo 11) map 
puzzle kit was the most unusual 
of all. The box contained four 
envelopes with ten-by-eighteen-
inch airplane puzzles made of 
very thin cardboard. When these 
four puzzles were reversed and 
put together, they formed a gi-
ant 20”x36” map of the world 
containing over 1300 pieces. The 
distributor claimed over 90,000 
were sold for a dollar during the 

WARTIME PUZZLES
WWII’s Most Popular Home Time Activity (Cont.)

Photo 5

Photo 8

Photo 7

Photo 6
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Photo 9

WARTIME PUZZLES
WWII’s Most Popular Home Time Activity (Cont.)

Photo 10

Photo 11

Photo 12

Photo 13

Photo 14

Photo 15
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WARTIME PUZZLES
WWII’s Most Popular Home Time Activity (Cont.)

Photo 18

Photo 16

Photo 17

first month. Our example illustrates an 
interesting piece of WWII ephemera 
but certainly a very poor quality prod-
uct. 

The production of puzzles by book 
publishers Whitman, Dell and Saalfied 
was a natural tie-in. Whitman, a sub-
sidiary of Western Publishing Com-
pany started making puzzles in 1925. 
Many of the illustrations used in the 
puzzles were taken from Whitman’s 
popular wartime series of illustrated 
aircraft books for children, now among 
the cheapest and most readily avail-
able.

Saalfield’s “Liberators of the World” 
puzzle showing Roosevelt and 
Churchill is one of the most difficult 
of wartime puzzles to obtain in good 
condition (Photo 12).

Various kinds of small game “puzzles” 
that were of a jigsaw nature were sold 
in five and dimes, drug stores and 
gas stations. Typical examples are the 
small “Slidem Solitaire” puzzles and 
others shown in Photo 13. They were 
tough to do and were based on the 
centuries-old Chinese puzzles.

Enclosed, hand-held BB and marble 
puzzles and games (I put them in both 
categories) in which the object is to get 
ball bearings, marbles or other items 
into holes or slots on a small color-
ful board, go back many generations. 
Usually the games were enclosed in 
five-by-three-inch metal boxes. Both 
World Wars had numerous versions. 
Two cardboard, glass and marble 
types sold by Modern Novelties, Inc. 
of Cleveland, Ohio, “Put the Yanks in 
Berlin” and “Trap the Jap in Tokyo” 
(Photo 14) are still easy to find. Later 
war items included “Trap the Jap” 
and “Atomic Bomb” (Photo 15). Sur-
prisingly, the latter was made by the 
famous manufacturer of children’s 
chemistry sets, the A.C. Gilbert Com-
pany of New Haven, Connecticut. See 
also photos 16-18).
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WARTIME PUZZLES
WWII’s Most Popular Home Time Activity (Cont.)

Finally, small mailable boxes of puzzles and games 
for servicemen were popular and gave many hours 
of pleasure to military personnel stationed in remote 
overseas bases. They show up regularly on eBay 
(Photo 19). Most WWII puzzles for adults that are 
complete and in very good condition still are mod-
estly priced; missing pieces reduce the price ac-
cordingly. Boxed sets of multiple children’s wartime 
military puzzles sell for somewhat more. Since the 
latter fall more into the toy category, box art and the 
condition of the box are more important.

While boxed puzzles don’t exactly fall directly into a 
toy soldier collection, I have found the packaging so 
colorful and indicative of the overwhelming patriotic 
mood of the times, they really fit in as background 
pieces in a dimestore collection. In fact, that’s what 
got me collecting WWII toy games, puzzles, books, 
etc. in the first place. They really look neat on the 
shelves or framed when assembled (Photos 20-22).

Photo 19
Photo 21

Photo 22Photo 20
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the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World
We stock the Book and virtually

EVERYTHING in it - Plus… call for our 
free forty page list… or call for an appointment 

to visit our SHOWROOM… we always buy 
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

King & Country • Monarch Regalia • Pickelhaube • Rodden Historical

GUY
RENAUD
FLAGS

Toy Soldiers at Their Best From

Alymer, Beau Gest
Britains, Dorset
East Of India
Forward March, Frontline
Fusilier, JG Miniatures
John Eden, Marlborough
Pickelhaube, PNF
Wilson Edwards, Larsen Toys
Mariea Miniatures, Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Rosedale
RP World Models
Castings from Alymer, Andrea
Cast Molds & Supplies from
Prince August

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables

Green’s Collectables
Toy Soldiers At Their Best

www.greenscollectables.com
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ 07834  973-627-4961  ma52557@aol.com

TIME PERIODS OFFERED
Greek Hoplite, Persian Inf., Persian Immortals
Scythian Archers, Imperial Standards
Persian Army and Mercenaries.
Samurai, Army of Oda Nobunaga, Shogun
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,
Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life
French Foreign Legion, Victorian
Present day combatants
Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Beau Geste, Britains, Dorset
East Of India, Rosedale
Frontline, Fusilier, GBE
Little Lead Soldier
Larson Toys, Alymer
Marlborough, PNF
RP World Models/Steadfast
Tommy Atkins Oryon
Leddy & Slack
Wilson Edwards
JG MIniatures
Prince August Molds
Forward March

14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 • Fax: 314-567-3314

Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com
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THE EARLIEST-KNOWN AMERICAN-MADE TOY SOLDIERS?
by Richard O’Brien

In November, 2009 I heard from 
Bill Hanlon. Bill is the fellow collec-
tor who first let us know about the 
existence of Universal Plastics, and 
later provided the ad and the Dun & 
Bradstreet report that pretty much 
clinched the story of how Univer-
sal’s molds wound up with Beton.

This time Bill had another eye-open-
ing find. Very, very early American 
toys, made of pewter, and perhaps 
the first-known American-made toy 
soldiers. He’d bought a collection of 
soldiers and other toys in an estate 
sale from Bonham’s auction house 
in San Francisco. The other toys in 
this collection were also very early, 
Bill told me, from about 1900 or ear-
lier.

At the bottom of the box he received 
were these toys and other related 
castings (all of them in pewter) in 
a small rectangular box bottom, 
whose sides were held together 
with a paper tape. Bill can’t help 
wondering if this may have been the 
original bottom. The backs of these, 
by the way, are flat and without any 
design.

Bill gets high marks for his subse-
quent research. He researched ab-
solutely everything possible. He 
hoped to find a marking on one 
or more. Finally, he did on a fire 
pumper, but he couldn’t make it out. 
It looked to him like a P, an I, and 
an inverted V. But along the way 
he looked through a book by Louis 
Hertz, probably “The Toy Collector”, 
published at a time when books on 
toys were very, very scarce. There in 
the volume was an illustration of a 
train, with the letters “P I A” on the 
side of the passenger car. Now it all 
began to make sense.

Bill had heard of Peter F. Pia. Me 
too, when I did my research for “The 
Story of American Toys”. Pia, of Ital-
ian extraction, began his long-last-

The entirety of the trove. The fire pumper at top right is marked P I A. Photo by Bill Hanlon

The Monitor and the “Iowa”. Since the latter was christened that on May 15, 1869, it’s obvi-
ous this toy had to come after that date, but probably not much after. Photo by Bill Hanlon

The military, presumably from Peter F. Pia of New York. A headless soldier, a half-headed 
officer with the inscription “U.S. Cavelry”, and one of the two cannons in the find. 

Photo by Bill Hanlon
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ing business of making pewter toys in 1848. Much of 
it was dollhouse furniture. When I heard about Pia, I 
tried to see if he’d ever made soldiers. At the time I 
could find nothing.

Italian immigrants were often illiterate. This may ex-
plain, assuming it was made by Pia, the notation “U.S. 
Cavelry” on one of the two soldiers in the batch. I’ve 
often seen Cavalry misspelled as Calvary, but never 
this way. A number of the non-toys seem to be reli-
gious, and probably Catholic in nature, as Pia would 
probably have been.

Bill went back to Bonham’s for provenance. They told 
him these were “the childhood toys of a very promi-
nent East Coast family”, and that the owner was not 
a collector or dealer. “He was a rather old and dear 
friend of someone close to Bonham’s”.

Pia’s address was 5 Beekman Street, and Bill further 
found that this ten-story structure was the third city 
building to have an elevator installed. Two other ad-
dresses, apparently for Pia at the same time, were 
127 and 129 White Street. Bill guesses that Beekman 
was Pia’s home and the other addresses his work 
area and perhaps a store-front shop.

When were these toys made? Well, we have a clue 
with the “Iowa”. Bill found the vessel’s original name 
was the USS Ammonoosuc, launched on July 21, 
1864. (Images of it can be found on Google.) It was 
re-christened the Iowa on May 15,1869, so we know 
that year is obviously the earliest we can date this toy 
from, and probably not much later than that. Bill says 
the stars on the Monitor’s flag (note the firing can-
nons) “are in a random pattern, which looks more like 
an effort to mimic the Union flag at the time”. Thus it’s 
conceivable that some of these war toys date back to 
the Civil War.

The size of the items in this collection can be related 
to that of the fireman. Bill says he stands three inches 
tall, pretty close to our beloved dimestores height. 
Bill also notes that the figures are extremely fragile, 
may be only slightly thicker than German flats, and 
that the fireman may have been holding a trumpet in 
his right hand.

So here we have what may be the earliest-known 
American-made toy soldiers, civilian, ships, cannon, 
etc. Any even earlier claimants out there?

Richard O’Brien can be contacted via 
kokywriter@windstream.net.

THE EARLIEST-KNOWN AMERICAN-MADE TOY SOLDIERS? (Cont.)

The train by Peter F. Pia on the left, as seen in Louis Hertz’s book, with the P I A marking on the side of the passenger car, 
and Hanlon’s pumper with P I A in the small blue section between the two wheels. Photo by Bill Hanlon

The headless soldier and a fireman, who is three inches tall. 
He may have been holding a trumpet in his right hand.

 Photo by Bill Hanlon
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Judiann & Bob O’Connell • 7296 Oakmont Drive • Santa Rosa, CA 95409

(707) 537-7620 catalog available for $1

Email: joconnell06@comcast.net
Web Site: http//:www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info/

MEMPHIS

Toy Soldier
Buying and Selling Metal Toy Soldiers

LLC

OLD and NEW metal toy soldiers repre-
senting many historical periods from the
time of Napoleon through World War II,
including the American Civil War.

Figures from such well
known makers as Britains

(old & new), Imperial, Edmunds, 
Hocker, and others.

Write or email for periodic mail list.

We buy old toy soldier, Hocker and Imperial
collections.

Sheffield Antiques Mall
684 West Poplar

Collierville, TN 

Norman Rodriguez      901-218-7046
698 Eaton Street     Memphis, TN 38120  

memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

•

•

The Depot Antique Mall
709 North Lamar

Ox ford, MS

Permanent displays on sale at:
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ecclesbros@aol.com   •  319-750-1891 cell   •  319-752-3840 days

• Whimsical
• Village Scenes
• Redmen
• Cash or Trades

Wanted - Old Novelties - (NIPPES) MADE IN GERMANY
Nicknacks & Souvenirs

• All Subjects
• Nodders
• Ashtrays
• Any Condition
• Any Amount

• Sets of 8, 54 mm metal toy 
soldiers boxed in the tradition 
of pre-war Britain’s.

• Excellent figures for large 
or small dioramas.

• We will be pleased to quote 
pricing for multiple quantities 
of figures, We also welcome 
special requests for figures 
outside our current listings.

Mention this add with your 
order and receive a special 
introductory price of $68.00 
per set of 8 figures.

A new company dedicated 
to the manufacturing of 
affordable toy soldiers cast 
and painted in the USA.

Request  our  complete  catalogue list by emailing  
us at  historicaltoysoldiers@.cox.net 
or calling us at 602-323-6072.
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GREAT MINDS THINK ALIKE 
or TRI-ANG -v- ELASTOLIN  

 By Allen Hickling

In the late 1950s and early 1960s, just before the advent 
of plastics as a basic material, two of the giants in toy 
fort manufacturing – O & M Hausser from Germany and 
Lines Bros Ltd of England – competed on a level play-
ing field for the first time.  This ‘level playing field’ came 
about as the two in question found themselves produc-
ing remarkably similar products.

It was clearly a decision by Hausser (Elastolin) which set 
it up, because Lines (Tri-ang) had been making their forts 
that way since before the Second World War (1939 to be 
exact).  But how it came about is anybody’s guess.  It is 
difficult to believe that they just wanted a trial of strength.

Just how two serious competitors ended up with virtually 
the same product smacks of the Coke versus Pepsi war to 
me.  Initially each claiming to be better than the other – with 
small but significant differences – but ending up ignoring 
one another.  Marketing as though the other did not exist.

The forts were as near as anything the same size (see 
example comparisons below), and the construction was 
identical.  It was really quite basic: cardboard was the main 
covering material, framed around wooden formers (see di-
agram) – square, rectangular and round – and stapled or 
nailed in position.  There was a main building at the back, 

some towers and a gateway at the 
front, linked up with courtyard walls 
(all with the standard but soon to be-
come out-dated nail in a hole method 
of location) – and of course a ramp to 
get up to the courtyard level.  They 
even had a metal drawbridge, albeit of 
different widths.  

There were still some differences of 
course.  Tri-ang had their ‘upside-down saucepan’ can-
on to defend the walls, while Elastolin featured a large 
tower at the front wall (later produced (19630 with a 
rather slimmer one of the same height).  They had ramps 
of different proportions with drawbridges of different 
widths (this was due to the fact that they had already 
used them on their other forts).  One difference here was 
in the design of most of the later Elastolin ramps which 
had no level piece at the top, so that they had no flex-
ibility in their placement.

They were painted with a textured sort of paint (the tex-
ture was slightly different but also remarkably similar), 
but their colours differed considerably.  Tri-ang favouring 
their white or grey fort with pink and green ‘camouflage’, 
while Elastolin were much more impressive with colours 

	 Hausser : Elastolin No: 870	L ines : Tri-ang No.”Z”

Overall height	 10¼” or 260mm	 12” or 305mm
Overall breadth	 18” or 460mm	 18” or 455mm
Overall depth	 14½” or 370mm (not incl. ramp)	 14” or 355mm (not incl. ramp)
Height of base	 3½” or 90mm	 4” or 100mm

Elastolin No. 870 (first version) Tri-ang No. “Z” Fort (second version)
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ranging from a basic terracotta to blue, with red, yellow 
and green ‘vegetation’.  They both had yellow or mauve 
(which may be a re-paint) courtyards and they sat on a 
green box/base with red and yellow highlights.

There were also production differences.  In 1939 Tri-
ang had four models (sizes), which became  three in 
their series after the war, of which the “W” was the 
smallest and “Z” the biggest.  However Elastolin pro-
duced six forts (three in 1956 and three in 1960), gen-
erally all much the same size but with different layouts 
of towers and buildings – except for the smaller one.

Of course neither relied solely on this one type of prod-
uct.  Tri-ang marketed wood, plywood and hardboard 
constructed products, as well as rubber moulded cas-
tles.  Elastolin had wooden products as well as those 
made of the their original composition material.

So who actually won this particular contest is not known 
– it may have been a draw.  It came to an end when they 
both abandoned the contest…..whether this was by mu-
tual consent, or they just got tired of it, we may never 
know.  But who was the winner?  That Elastolin made the 
right choice is evidenced by the fact that they survived 
ten years longer, although there were undoubtedly other 
factors at work influencing that particular outcome.

GREAT MINDS THINK ALIKE or TRI-ANG -v- ELASTOLIN (Cont.)

	 Hausser : Elastolin No: 871	L ines : Tri-ang No.”Y”

Overall height	 9½” or 240mm	 9½” or 240mm
Overall breadth	 14” or 355mm	 14½” or 360mm
Overall depth	 10” or 255mm (not incl. ramp)	 12” or 305mm (not incl. ramp)
Height of base	 3” or 75mm	 4” or 100mm

Elastolin No. 871 Tri-ang No. “Y” Fort (second version)

Elastolin No.872 Tri-ang No.”Z” Fort (first version)  Tri-ang No.”W” Fort 

Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913



66

CHECKS MONEY ORDERS VISA MASTERCARD DISCOVER 

Dutkins' Collectables 
1019 West Route 70, Cherry Hill, N.J.  08002   PHONE: (856) 428-9559 FAX: (856) 428-9640 

ORDER TOLL FREE:   PHONE: (800) LIL-ARMY [800-545-2769]    
e-mail us at richd@dutkins.com and visit us at http://www.dutkins.com 

All LIL ARMY molds are also available as  pre-cast, ready to assemble and paint kits 
in our MILL'S MEN line.  Each individual figure above is $8.00. 

For UPS in the continental USA (No PO Boxes): 
$10.00 for orders up to $50;  

$11.00 for orders of $51-$200;  
$12.00 for orders of $201-$300;  

$15.00 for orders over $300. 
For Alaska, Hawaii, P.O. Boxes, FPO, APO,  

please add $4 to the above charges  

Foreign orders: Global Priority Mail envelopes (to many 
countries) can accommodate up to 5 single molds ($13.99 
size) at a cost of $15.00.  E-mail us for additional overseas  

shipping costs.  Any customs/VAT charges are  
the responsibility of the buyer. 

 

New Jersey residents ONLY, please add 7% sales tax 

Cast hundreds of figures from each mold and create your own dioramas 
with the figures.  Men, horses, equipment - everything needed  

to bring the history of our great country to life. 

LA-DA4 

Shipping Charges: 

MODERN US ARMY & MARINES 
$13.99 each 

LA-8100     Officer with pistol and binoculars    
LA-8101     Officer advancing              
LA-8102     SAW (Squad Automatic Weapon) Gunner firing 
LA-8103     Enlisted man advancing with M-4 Carbine    
LA-8104     SAW gunner kneeling       
LA-8105     Enlisted standing holding M-4          
LA-8106     Enlisted standing firing M-4             
LA-8107     Grenadier standing firing                 

DIORAMA BASE 
LA-DA4   European town center fountain, pre-cast in 
                  resin, not a mold            $6.00 

Cast your own metal figures in 54 mm (1:32 scale) 
from high quality, vulcanized rubber molds 
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Figures
For Sale

All Manufacturers:
Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval - 

Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798

Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716

Email: vindotti@erols.com

Be
lgia

n Composition
Old Toy Soldiers

For Sale
(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *

G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more…

boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian 

sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related 
accessories.  You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores.  All items priced to sell.

• ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA.  2400
North Reading Rd.  Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of 
the Turnpike.  Two cases filled to the brim!  Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.  
Note:  This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA.  725
North Hanover St.  1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the U.S. Army War College.  Easy access from
I-81.  Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA  22152

703-942-6613  •  doktorkec@aol.com

4835 Hickory Valley Road
Heiskell, TN 37754

865-745-1080
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Bill Holt & Holts Hobbies -in Retrospect
By Norman Joplin

“A Hobby of Gentlemen” That is how Sharon Holt, Bill 
Holt’s widow described the Toy Soldier Community dur-
ing my visit to Longwood, Florida to assist in the cata-
loguing of her late husband’s collection

Bill died in April 2009, aged 71, my visit was rather more 
poignant as it was in November and near to his birthday.
The “Hobby of Gentlemen” comment was in recognition 
of all the toy soldier dealers and collectors that Bill and 
Sharon had met over their many years of visiting toy sol-
dier shows throughout the USA, promoting and selling 
Bill Holt’s unique line of  “New Dimestores”.

Although my visit was intended to assist in inventorying 
and assessing the Holt collection of  old and new toy 
soldiers, it transpired that the day turned out to be one 
of nostalgic memories and fun remembrances, joined by 
Steven Holt and family friend Jennifer Bell. Many stories 
and experiences were shared by the Holts with regards 
to the times spent in the hobby.

Although no longer with us Bill was there in spirit but at 
the same time and in retrospect, he enhanced the hob-
by by leaving many toy soldier treasures to be discov-
ered. As well as his superb product and special figures 
designed and co produced by Frank Poeth in the Neth-
erlands, some real gems of reference material came to 
light.

Perhaps Bill Holt’s greatest claim to fame outside of 
the toy soldier world was that he was commissioned to 
produce his Holts Hobbies Dimestore toy soldiers to be 
used in the 1992 movie “Toys” starring Robin Williams.

Whilst assembling a group of items from the collection 
I found a picture of a young boy in an army uniform, it 

Bill Holt

Bill Holt’s work bench

All of Kooken sketches

Bill Holt as a child “Skeeter”
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was inscribed on the back “Skeeter” I 
showed it to Sharon and Steven only 
to find out that it was indeed Bill Holt 
as a child “Skeeter” having been his 
boyhood nickname.

Bill’s workshop and molds were still 
in the family home as was his Holts 
Hobbies business sign from his Miami 
days, but the greatest find of all was 
the sample drawings that I found that 
originally came from Richard O’Brien 
some years ago and apparently were 
never published. The sketches were 
by sculptress Olive Kooken and were 
part of a number of designs never put 
into production by Barclay.

Bill was in the process of creating his 
Holts Hobbies version of some of the 
items that can be seen in the accom-
panying illustration of the sketches. A 
number of other sketches are still to be 
uncovered within the Holt residence 
and a subsequent article in OTS will 
hopefully feature these.

In a letter sent to his many customers in 
1990 Bill recounts how his introduction 
to toy soldiers had come at Christmas 
1941 in Clinton, Iowa when his parents 
had set up a Barclay Hospital, with a 
#199 tent, stretcher bearers ,wounded 
and a profusion of Beton soldiers still 
in their original colorful packaging.

1984 and a visit to a Miami Beach An-
tique show with Sharon rekindled the 
memory of that Christmas in 1941 with 
the discovery and purchase of the 
same #199 tent together with 16 Bar-
clay Soldiers. Bill had discovered that 
there were collections out there but 
was uncertain about how to find more 
to add to his new collection. Inspired 
by the find Bill set off to produce his 
own range and the rest, as they say is 
history.

By coincidence OTS recently received 
from Texas collector and OTS sub-
scriber Richard Donnelly a copy of a 
poem by Bill Holt, written in 1984 and 
reproduced here with thanks to Rich-
ard for sharing it.

Bill Holt & Holts Hobbies -in Retrospect (Cont.)



70

Bill Holt & Holts Hobbies -in Retrospect (Cont.)

The rainy afternoons we spent
In golden days of yore.

With childhood fantasies played out 
Upon my bedroom floor. . . .

As Manoil allies waited there, 
Carrier pigeons filled the air

To bring the general up-to-date 
Requesting help (if not too late!)

We’d run a sheet across two chairs
To block each others sight

Of how we set our armies up-
(Security was tight!)

We made our forts of wooden blocks
And Lincoln Logs™ and river rocks,

While each would boast in childish prattle
That his would stand up best in battle!

Old Easter grass and hairnets plucked
From boxes in the garage

Were skillfully laced and carefully placed
Providing camoflauge.

When everything was set to stay
(And often it took half the day),

Each man in position, and piled ammunition,
The chairs were pulled away.

Manoil cannon fined the air

With firecrackers armed with care

(And Mom would shout from way downstairs
“Not indoors, boys!”)

We’d sigh, alter ‘our battle plan,
Exposing each and every man,

And bring about the last decision-
Matchsticks fired with great precision!!!

Then out from mother’s hairnet ground
A windup tank so tightly wound

It climbed the bastions easily
To knock down standing infantry.

As we grew older, we were bolder
With our leaden men,

And often used our B.B. guns
To bring the battle’s end.

At thirteen years, myself and peers
(We weren’t very wise)

With cherry bombs and slingshots forced
Our soldiers last demise.

Survivors have become antiques

With prices sure to raise the brow.

What was a dime has come in time

To be of value now.

I hadn’t seen my troops except
In toy shows now and then.

I’ve bought a few so I can have
Those memories again.

Nostalgic memories to enjoy

Of how it was to be a boy-
Revive those golden days of yore

When soldiers ruled my bedroom floor.

Wounded were cured by Dr. Brown
(He did his very best)

WHile Dr. White relieved at night
To give him needed rest,

A nurse with soup had joined the group
To feed the ailing men

And treat their wounds so they’d survive
To join the fight again.

Barclay’s soldiers, GREY IRONS, too.
With an Auburn rubber team

Fought hand in hand to gain the land
Of enemy esteem.

LYNTON  “BILL”  HOLT’
HOLT’S HOBBIES 1984

When Soldiers Ruled The Bedroom Floor
r



Saturday 11th of SEPTEMBER 2010

This is a dateline show for old toy soldier 
and figures, pre 1980 vintage. 

Show sponsored by 
Old Toy Soldier 

Magazine

Holiday Inn London - Bloomsbury
Coram Street, London 
WC1N 1HT
The Turner and Booker Suites
(Only 2 minutes walk north of Russell Square 
Underground Station and 1 minute east of the 
Royal National Hotel)

Admission £3
Entry to the PUBLIC - 10:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Early Bird entry from 6:30 AM - £ 15 

For further details contact:
Norman Joplin
Telephone: 001-262-692-3913
e-mail: info@normanjoplin.com

Rob Wilson
Telephone: 01926 496062

Saturday 11th of SEPTEMBER 2010
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BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

Our inventory of new items include
Britains, King & Country, Imperial, J G
Miniatures Scenery & Buildings, Mignot,
Alymer, East of India and HM of GB. Our
extensive inventory of early toy soldiers
include Britains, Johillco, Composition,
Dimestore and many more. At Brunton’s
Barracks we are always buying, and are
interested in your quality trades. Send for
our free current inventory list.

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE

The best in Britains, Dimestore and German Lead. 
Call for free catalog. 412-343-8733

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE
A well known and long established Toy Soldier expert, offers 
regular lists of Britain’s Hollow Cast and Other Makers, and 
occassionally Continental, Composition and Plastic. My lists 
since 1970 have formed the basis of many fine collections. 
These are issued about 4 times a year and can be emailed 

to you if required. Money back guarantee on all items, 
fast efficient shipping. Please state your interests and enclose 

your address and email (if available)
G.M. Haley

Hippins Farm, Blackshawhead, Hebden Bridge, 
West Yorkshire England, HX7 7 JG  

Telephone (for the US) 011 44 422 842484.
Email: gedhaley@yahoo.co.uk

FOR SALE WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. MIB from large collection. Some 1st editions. 

Discount for multiple purchases. 
Call or email for list. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE  All sets from IMPERIAL Productions, 
NZ end-of-the-product line. Counterpane Gallery. 

703-536-3064 or CountRpane@aol.com

FOR SALE 
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare  and unusual 

items. For free lists email info@normanjoplin.com 
or see full page ad in this issue.

DIMESTORES FOR SALE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+ Barclay, Manoil, 
Grey Iron, and others. Also buying Dimestores. 

Send name and address for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane
Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

BELGIAN COMPOSITION 
FIGURES FOR SALE

All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc. 
All Series and Military - Western, Medieval - Circus, 

etc. Inquiries welcome. Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT 06798

Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716

Email vindotti@erols.com

FOR SALE Hundreds of Imperial (MIB), plus old Alymer; 
Blenheim; Britains (old & new): Ducal, Marlborough; Tradition; 

Ron Wall, and much, much more! 
Send $3.00 (refundable) for 42-page catalog;

Jack Paquette, 2355 Parliament Square, Toledo, OH 43617.
419-841-8131. Email: jpaquette1@verizon.net

HELLO, ALL YOU U.S. COLLECTORS OF 
OLD BRITAINS MILITARY FIGURES

I have been selling my lifetime collection, for over 2 years. 
I used to attend the London Toy Soldier show at the Royal 

National Hotel and I may have met some of you. However, now 
I have the best of my collection available to you. This includes 
gun teams, bands, re-boxed sets, incomplete sets, vehicles 
and some original boxed sets. I have a 12 page list available 

for $5. Please send a $5 bill to:
R.S. Bird

2 Woodburn Road
Manchester

M22 4BZ
0161 998 3432

BUFFALO BILL’S WILD WEST 
First 54mm figures in a new series, each with a 

related Story Card, now available from Ed Poole at 
PO Box 50433, Austin, TX 78763 or
www.commandantminiatures.com

NEW figures from Leddy & Slack: 
Revolutionary War Maj.-Gen. Benjamin Lincoln, 
1770s Hingham (MA) Militia, and WWII 3225th 

Quartermaster Officer. 54mm toy-style, painted or 
unpainted. Made in USA. Free complete product list. 

www.LeddyandSlack.com, 
leddy-slack@earthlink.net, 516-742-0960.

FOR SALE US Civil War Toy Soldiers 
Various Makers; All Boxed Sets List Available 

(215) 794-3849 dakey30@aol.com

FOR SALE 1990s BRITAINS SETS
From large collection. Mint condition with boxes. Includes hard 
to find sets such as airplanes, tank, AA truck, Naval armored 

car, elephant, Lawrence of Arabia, etc, etc. Call or email for list. 
Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WANTED

Holger Eriksson Collectors Society Newsletter HE 
seeks information about New Yorker Frank Rogers, 
Comet-Authenticast sculptor of toy soldiers whose 

initials “FR” are incised on base bottoms of his 
54mm figures.  We wish to preserve his story as 

thanks for the wonderful figures he created in the 
shadow of Comet’s other designers Holger Eriksson 

and Lennart Norrke of Sweden.  
Please contact Lou Sandbote

5307 E. Mockingbird Lane, Suite 802
Dallas, Texas 75206 

or lou.sandbote@charter.net 
or call collect to 214-823-2125.

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the 

highest prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime 
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtenay, 

Vertunni, American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber, 
French Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures. 

Photographs will be required.  
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  

E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.  Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WANTED
Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs. 

Contact:  Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED
EARLY AND PREWAR BRITAINS TOY 

SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or 

better. 
Prefer boxed. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better. 

Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at 
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.netWANTED 

New to Like New, Great Book of Britains, 
by James Opie paying $200 per copy 

1-412-343-8733

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words. 

Submit ads to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com
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Toy Soldier SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2009-2010
2010

February 20 -Saturday. 29th “Cabin Fever” Heart of the South Toy Soldier, Military Miniature 
Show and Sale. 9am-3pm. Annandale VFD Community Center Contact Ed Gries 201-257-2687 
Or 201-342-6475

February 21-Sunday. Northern Virginia Little Giant Toy Train and Action Figure Show and Sale. 
9am-3pm. Annandale VFD Community Center Contact Ed Gries 201-257-2687 Or 201-342-6475

February 28 – Sunday. West Coaster 21st Annual Toy Soldier and Miniature Figure Show. 
9am-3pm. The Irvine Marriott Hotel. 18000 Von Karman Avenue. Irvine, CA. 
Contact Old Toy Soldier Home 760-758-5481.

March 7- Sunday. New Jersey Toy Soldier Show and Sale.9am-3pm Crowne Plaza Hotel Two 
Harman Plaza Secaucus NY.  Contact Ed Gries 201-257-2687 Or 201-342-6475

March 27- Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel, Russell Square. 
Contact King and Country. www.thetoysoldiershow.com

April 18- Sunday. Indy Toy Soldier Show. Sheraton Inn North 8787 Keystone Crossing, India-
napolis. 10am-3pm Contact Barry Carter 765-345-5665.  See ad in this issue

April 18- Sunday. North East Toy  Soldier Society Annual Show. Burlington Marriot, Massachu-
setts Contact Matt Murphy  for more info- Hobby Bunker 781-321-8855 matt@hobbybunker.com

April 24 - Saturday. BMSS. British Model Soldier Society Annual Event. 75th Jubilee. 
Holiday Inn Bloomsbury, London. Contact Arthur Smith (44) 208-856-0064

April 25- Sunday. 3rd Annual Gettysburg Toy Soldier Show and Sale. 10am-3pm. 
Gettysburg Hotel ( Best Western) One Lincoln Square Gettysburg. PA. 
Contact Carl Hoegermeyer 215-974-5606 or Wayne Stevens 717-253-7228.

April Date to be announced. Vectis Toy Soldier Auction. See add in this issue for contact 
details and information

May 1 - Saturday. 
Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA. The Bill & Don Thompson Collection, 
The John Graham Part 3 Collection and Various Properties. 600 + lot Toy Soldier 
and Figure Auction. Live Auctioneers.com and oldtoysoldierauctions.com 
Contact Ray Haradin 1-800-349-8009 or Norman Joplin 262-692-3913 
email raytoys@aol.com or otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com  SEE AD in this issue
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Toy Soldier SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2009-2010 (Cont.)
May 6- Thursday. The Toy Soldier Museum Open House and Cellar Sale 
1343 Paradise Falls Cresco, Pa. 10am-4pm. Contact Jim Hillestad 570-629-7227 
Email jimhill@ptd.net

May 7 Friday and 8 Saturday. MFCA – Miniature Figure Collectors of America, Valley Forge 
Convention Center. The 69th Annual MFCA Show 1160 First Avenue King of Prussia, PA 19406

May 16- Sunday. Ohio Toy Soldier Show. The Galaxy Restaurant.201 Park Centre Drive. 
10am-3pm. Contact Doug McClure 330-722-7675 dmcclure1@zoominternet.net

May 29/ 30 –Saturday. Sunday Texas Toy Soldier Show. Menger Hotel, San Antonio, Texas. 
Contact Nick Versteeg Toy Soldiers of San Diego.  760-723-6583   www.sdsoldiers.com

June 26th - Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel Russell Square 
Contact King and Country. www.thetoysoldiershow.com

September 11- Saturday. Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier and Figure Show. Holiday Inn. 
Bloomsbury, London. Contact info@normanjoplin.com  www.normanjoplin.com  262-692-3913 
or 01926 496062 in the UK

September 26 - Sunday. OTSN. Old Toy Soldier Show Chicago. Hyatt Regency  Woodfield. 
Schaumberg, Illinois. Contact Don Pielin 630-497-1239. Email dimestores@aol.com 
www.toysoldiershow.com 

October 30-Saturday. The Toy Soldier Museum Open House and Cellar Sale 1343 Paradise 
Falls Cresco, Pa. 10am-4pm. Contact Jim Hillestad 570-629-7227 Email jimhill@ptd.net

December 4 -Saturday. The Toy Soldier Show London. Royal National Hotel, Russell Square. 
Contact King and Country. www.thetoysoldiershow.com

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before 
traveling, contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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R.J. RYAN & CO. football PLAYERS

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Set 405. The Zulu War, Rorke’s Drift.
Lt. Chard & Lt. Broomhead, Commissary Dalton,

Colour-Sergeant, Bugler & 3 24th Privates.

Set 95.  Guards Camel Corps. 
Egypt 1884-85

Officer & 2 Troopers.

Available soon:
New series British Army American War of Independence

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (3270) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures 

3710 Wyncote Lane  
Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 

www.arquebus.com  webshop@arquebus.com 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

New Releases




