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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.
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Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 
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Military Miniatures 
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Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for Collectors 

New Seven Year War Cavalry

Cold stream Guards 
marching set 111 
Officer, Drummer 
& 6 Guardsmen

British Cavalry, 
Seven Year War,

Scots Greys, #656
Officer & two Troopers.

Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.

M.I.M. of BelgIum
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Display
All display advertisements should be submitted on disc
in MAC or PC format or as camera ready artwork. If
submitted on disc, please include fonts and images
used in layout. PDF files are acceptable with fonts
embedded and images included. Photos should be
CMYK with resolution of 350 ppi or grayscale with res-
olution of 266 ppi. Typesetting and layout are available
at additional charge.

Advertisers must supply a full postal address, tele-
phone number and e-mail address before advertise-
ments will be accepted (no box numbers). Old Toy
Soldier is not responsible for the accuracy of descrip-
tion or authenticity of items advertised for sale or
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Subscribe on line www.oldtoysoldier.com

www.oldtoysoldier.com
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You may now 
subscribe online!

You may now 
subscribe online!
oldtoysoldier.com

U. S. Subscription Rates - Four issues per year. 
First Class Mail..................$50 - 1 Year;  $99 - 2 Years 
Second Class Mail.............$32 - 1 Year; $60 - 2 Years 

The difference:
First class mail will arrive in approximately 2-3 days. 
First class mail will be forwarded. First class mail will 
be held at your post office if temporarily away. Second 
class mail may require up to a month to be received; 
however, usually delivered within one to two weeks. 
Second class mail is NOT forwarded. Second class 
mail will NOT be held if temporarily away. 

International Subscription Rates 
Four issues per year. 
Canada, Mexico Airmail....$44 - 1 Year; $85 - 2 Years 
Overseas Airmail...............$69 - 1 Year; $135 - 2 Years 

Sample Issue $10. 

Subscription payments should be in US dollars. 
Checks payable to: 
Old Toy Soldier 
P.O. Box 13324 
Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324. 

Master Card, Visa, American Express and Discover 
credit cards accepted.  Please complete enclosed 
subscription form and submit with your credit card 

details to above address. 
• Subscriptions are non-refundable. 
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

JONES METAL-ART DRAGOON

Victorian Life
 set VIC 1

Victorian couple, 
Labourer, Street musician 
with dog, newspaper & 

fl ower seller.

Victorian Life
set VIC 2

Chimney sweep, 
and various trades 

people.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

FRENCH HOLLOWCASTS

Th e French & 
Indian Wars

Set 619 British 
Light Infantry

Offi  cer and 
7 privates

Th e Crimean War

Set 106 93rd 
Highlanders Offi  cer, 

Sergeant & 4 privates.
Set 118 93rd 
Highlanders.

6 privates.

Available soon:
More French & Indian war sets

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

New Releases

  Fall The Journal for Collectors Volume 32 Number 3
 2008  $10.00
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

THE FIVE AND DIME CORPS

Set 622 
Th e Royal American 
Regiment,  Offi  cer, 

Sergeant and 
6 Privates

Set 620 French 
Colonial Infantry, 
Campaign dress 

wearing forage caps.
Offi  cer and 7 Privates.

also available 
Set 621 French Colonial 

Infantry wearing woollen 
caps, Sergeant and 7 Privates 

(no photo)

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 

Arquebus  Military Miniatures
3710 Wyncote Lane  

Shawnee Mission . Kansas 66205 
  

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

, Inc.

 New Releases of Th e French & Indian Wars.
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker, Inc.

 Set 623  
French Infantry, 

The La Reine Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer & 

6 Privates.  

Set 624  
French Infantry , 

The Guyenne Regiment,  
Officer, Drummer 

& 6 Privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker, Inc.

 New Releases of The French & Indian Wars.
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

New Additions 

Set 660, Th e Garde Francaise.
Offi  cer, Sergeant, Drummer & 5 Privates.

Set 661. the Garde Francaise,  8 privates

Available soon:
French Chasseurs a Cheval de la Garde.

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables Arquebus  Military Miniatures

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

New Releases of Th e Seven Year War

General Wolfe available soon  
Rorke’s Drift 1879  & Swiss 

Gardes Seven Year War rest as 
previous advert
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HEYDE’S TAKING OF TROY

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

Set 405. The Zulu War, Rorke’s Drift.
Lt. Chard & Lt. Broomhead, Commissary Dalton,

Colour-Sergeant, Bugler & 3 24th Privates.

Set 95.  Guards Camel Corps. 
Egypt 1884-85

Officer & 2 Troopers.

Available soon:
New series British Army American War of Independence

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

New Releases

This issue includes 
Cumulative indices 

covering 
Volumes 26-33
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TImpo GI’s

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz Military Miniatures TNC Enterprises 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures Dutkins’ Collectables 

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street

, Inc.

Set 202.   British Infantry 10th Regiment, Officer, Kings & Regimental Colour, 
Sergeant, Drummer & 2 corporals.

Set 203 Officer, corporal & 
6 privates firing  

Set 204 Sergeant, corporal & 
6 privates on guard

Traditional style soldiers for Collectors 

New Releases  American War of Independence. British Army

SOLD

OUTSOLD

OUTSOLD

OUTSOLD

OUTSOLD

OUTSOLD

OUT
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

, Inc.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for Collectors 

New Releases Christmas 2010 set & Crimean War.

Cold stream Guards 
marching set 111 
Officer, Drummer 
& 6 Guardsmen

Christmas 2010 set
Officer, standard-Bearer, 

2 x Colour sergeants, 
Drummer & Piper.

Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.
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Rodney’s 
Dimestore Gallery 

• OVER 3100 ACTIVE LISTINGS FOR SALE 
• AMERICAN DIMESTORE VINTAGE & 
	 CONTEMPORARY FIGURES
• ARGENTINEAN, FRENCH, JAPANESE HOLLOWCASTS
• FIGURATIVE CAST IRON 

I buy collections of any size 
Website address: rodneysdimestoregallery.com

email: castings1@att.net
2937 Rosa Del Villa Drive, Gulf Breeze, Florida 32563

850-932-6522

UP TO DATE 
2010 PRICE GUIDE
WITH THOUSANDS 

OF COLOR 
PHOTOGRAPHS

304 PAGES 
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HOBBY NEWS

Avid space toy and figure collector, Wayne 
Jagielski passed away unexpectedly on 
August 17, 2010. Wayne collected space 
toys for most of his life and his knowledge 
on the subject was vast.

Wayne had a wonderful Buck Rogers collection that included 
many seldom-seen items such as the Buck Rogers School Bag, 
the Scientific Lab, the children’s space costume and many original 
advertising pieces. He also had an extensive anthology of space-
themed, non-sports cards. I featured much of his collection and 
his quest to attain these treasures in the Buck Rogers chapter of 
Blast Off! Rockets, Robots, Ray Guns and Rarities from the Golden 
Age of Space Toys (Dark Horse, 2001).

Wayne also loved the Johillco and Cherilea lead space figures from 
England but always wanted more poses. For several years he puz-
zled over how to sculpt these 54 mm figures in that tradition. His 
work, which was meticulous, was completed about 18 months ago 
and he was in the process of trying to produce these and 54 mm 
copies of the Archer slot hand (Men from Mars) figures. 

Seemingly quiet and unassuming, Wayne had a wry sense of humor 
that often came out after he had consumed his favorite drink, Jack 
Daniels with a touch of Coke. Wayne’s nickname, Jet, was embla-
zoned on one of his license plates and formed part of his eBay han-
dle. His friends had given him the nickname because he moved very 
slowly and methodically. For many years we toured the halls of the 
Hyatt Regency in Schaumberg at the OTS show together. I always 
like to keep a brisk pace, and would often be talking to Wayne as-
suming that he was next to me, only to find out that he was 20 yards 
behind. I would motion to him to step 
up the pace, but his response was al-
ways, the same, “Where’s the fire?” It 
became our running joke.

I was a close friend of Wayne’s for over 
20 years and will miss him greatly. His 
wife, Peggy and their children, John 
and Melissa, survive him.

Wayne Jagielski 
In Memoriam
S. Mark Young

www.zinnfiguren-bleifiguren.com
A list of (old German) tin and lead figure manufacturers

Submitted by Earl Jorgensen
www.zinnfiguren-bleifiguren.com is a relatively new website de-
voted to the history of the German lead/tin toy soldier industry. The 
site has only been online since May, 2009 and is based on forty 
seven years of research by Mr. Bernhard Schwarz. Although his 
original intent was to write a book, he decided to simply make the 
information available to all via the internet. There are no fees, no 
passwords and nothing is for sale.

As stated above, the site is built around a list of over 200 names 
of people involved with the manufacture of early German-made 
tin or lead toy soldiers. To date he has posted extensive historical 
information for 98 of them all supported by an array of documents 

including catalog excerpts, photos of packaging and figures, com-
pany issued advertising announcements and even newspaper ar-
ticles The site is an ongoing project with new materials added on 
a regular basis. Although the site is presented in German, Google 
does a great job of translating.

Mr. Schwarz is a very pleasant person. He welcomes all comments 
and actually takes the time to answer e-mail inquiries. I believe he 
is providing a great service to our hobby which deserves our sup-
port. If you would like to participate, photos of identified packaging 
are always appreciated. 

Obituary: John Ross
John Ross, an avid 
toy soldier collec-
tor who enjoyed all 
aspects of the hob-
by passed away on 
Nov. 20, 2010, after 
a battle with leuke-
mia.

John possessed a 
ready smile, was 
very generous with 
his time with re-
spect to the hob-
by and helped his 
friends with projects and repairs that required his 
knowledge as an electrician, his chosen profession. 
He also was active in his community having been a 
moving force in organizing and encouraging an area 
baseball league for young boys. He was active in 
this pursuit long after his own sons had outgrown 
their involvement in the league. In June of 2009, the 
city of Willowick, Ohio acknowledged his many con-
tributions by naming their baseball complex John 
Ross Field. John was active in the Boy Scouts hav-
ing served as a Scout Master for a number of years.

He helped to organize the North Coast Mini- Men, 
a group of collectors from the Cleveland, Akron and 
Medina areas of Ohio. John and his wife Marilyn 
opened their home virtually every third Wednesday 
of the month for the group not only to discuss toy 
soldiers but, to solve world problems.

The Chicago Show was a must on John’s agenda. 
He enjoyed roaming the halls looking for that special 
figure or set. He was always one of the first in line 
to enter the show on Sunday and would stay to the 
very end.

A very proud former Marine, John will be missed 
by Marilyn, their children and grandchildren and his 
many friends. Semper Fi, John.
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WHEN AUTHENTICAST TOY SOLDIERS CAME
TO BROOKLYN—A DAY TO REMEMBER

By Henry I. Kurtz

In the aftermath of World War II, Curt Wennberg, a 
Swede, and Fred Winkler, a German expatriate—
who had previously developed a line of model war-
ships produced in England—teamed up with Holger 
Eriksson, the Swedish master designer of fine quality 
miniature soldiers, to create the Authenticast line of 
toy soldiers for the Comet Metal Products Company 
in New York. Out of this collaboration came some of 
the finest toy soldiers ever made. Known for their re-
alistic appearance, Eriksson’s figures have a natural 
rough-hewn quality as if they had been sculpted out 
of wood, and at their best, as Steve Sommers wrote 
in an early article for Old Toy Soldier Newsletter, are 
“art to be played with.”

I grew up in Brooklyn, and when Authenticasts came 
my way they did so with a bang, as the following 
account of their arrival illustrates. It happened one 
bright autumn day in 1948, when I found myself en-
tering the spanking new Macy’s Department Store 
on Brooklyn’s Flatbush Avenue with my mother in 
tow—or was it the other way around. We had been 
enticed by a full-page newspaper advertisement an-
nouncing a storewide sale to mark the opening of 
Macy’s Brooklyn branch. The ad made mention of an 
exciting new line of toy soldiers. So while my mother 
trooped off to dresses and gowns, I made a bee-
line for the toy department. Only a few months ear-
lier, I had started my serious toy soldier collecting 

British World War II Infantry in action poses. By Authenticast.

World War II British Infantry in action.



9

when I received as a birthday present a Britains set 
of the Coldstream Guards. Two other Britains sets 
had since been added to my toy army, but now I was 
anxious to expand my horizons.

The sight that greeted me as I eagerly trotted through 
the doors leading to the toy department was—if you 
will pardon the use of a hackneyed contemporary 
expression —totally awesome!

There before my wide eyes were long tables grouped 
in squares and piled high with literally hundreds of 
boxes of Authenticast toy soldiers. As I made my way 
from table to table inspecting the troops, I was over-
whelmed by the wide variety of colorful uniforms and 
military types. There were 16th Century Pikemen with 
pikes so long they looked as if they could turn a group 
of attackers into shiskebab, along with musketeers 
for the same era. There were 18th Century English 
line infantry with tricorne hats, Prussian grenadiers in 
mitre caps, and Morgan’s Riflemen (American Revo-
lution) in hunting jackets. There were esoteric sets 
also—some of which I haven’t seen since—such as 
1860’s Brazilian Infantry in green-and-white Ameri-
can Civil War-style uniforms, and 1930’s Chinese 
Railroad Police in cream-colored khaki uniforms and 
peak caps. Each set, of course, tied into the Familiar 
red boxes with the red, white and blue labels featur-
ing line drawings of fighting men from ancient times 
to World War II.

Yes, I can still see them all—French Turcos and For-
eign Legionnaires; British World War II Infantry in 
desert kit; German Raiding Parties in action poses; 
French Fortress Troops; Union and Confederate In-
fantry marching and attacking; Napoleon’s Grena-
diers of the Guard and Chasseurs of the Line. Even 
at that early age I was struck by how much more 
lifelike and realistic the figures were than the glossier 
and stiffer Britains toy troops.

And best of all, they were to be had at the grand 
opening bargain price of 98 cents—yes, that’s right, 
98 cents—per box!

Given my meager weekly allowance of 35 cents, I was 
only able to scrounge up enough dimes and nickels 
(if only I had had a Mastercard in hand!) to buy one 
set. In fact I still have it—a set of French Turcos in 
pale blue jackets, white baggy trousers and red fezes 

marching with slung arms. Beautifully sculpted as all 
of Holger Eriksson figures were, and with the nice 
paint job that marked the early days of Authenticast 
production. It still resides in its original box, almost 
as bright and shiny as when I acquired it.

Not long after the Macy’s opening event, boxes of 
Authenticasts began appearing in local toy stores 
and small mom and pop stationery stores, which in 
addition to school supplies and the like, often car-
ried a small selection of toy items. One of these was 
located across the street from Erasmus Hall High 
School, which I entered in 1950, and was run by a 
pleasant elderly man who had served in the Imperial 
German Army during World War I and had immigrat-
ed to the United States in the 1920s.

Naturally, he carried a selection of Authenticast Ger-
man troops. One of the sets I purchased from him 
was a World War I German Infantry unit in field grey 
uniforms and pickelhauben marching with slung ri-
fles and full packs. The proprietor, whose name re-
grettably I have forgotten, delivered a knowledgeable 
lecture on German infantry uniforms and equipment, 
commenting on the general accuracy of Eriksson’s 
figures, as he wrapped up the set. (Try to find that 
kind of informed commentary from a contemporary 
sales clerk!) Later I acquired from the shop a detach-
ment of Prussian Grenadiers from the period of Fred-
erick the Great, and a marvelously animated World 
War II German Raiding Party—each figure in a differ-
ent pose and with different weapons, including rifles, 
grenades, machine guns and a bazooka.

For us toy soldier buffs, those were indeed the good 
old days! And for this fan of Authenticast figures, it 
all began with a department store excursion. De-
cades have passed since I made that pilgrimage to 
the Brooklyn Macy’s store. But the memory remains 
as sharp and clear as if it occurred yesterday. It was 
indeed a day to remember.

Henry I. Kurtz is a toy soldier collector and dealer 
and author of The Art of the Toy Soldier.

WHEN AUTHENTICAST TOY SOLDIERS CAME
TO BROOKLYN—A DAY TO REMEMBER (Cont.)
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Auburn Rubber - 1938
by Richard O’Brien

As most collectors know, you can learn a lot about a 
company’s products from catalogs, both general and 
those from the manufacturers.

We Auburn Rubber fanciers have got pretty lucky. The 
company dated all of its known pre-WWIl catalogs, 
and they were all in color. 1940 turned up first, then 
1937, and after that 1936 and 1941. Recently, I got 
lucky and wound up with the firm’s 1938 eight-pager, 
plus two extra pages.

I didn’t expect too much, what with what we already 
had in those catalogs, plus the firm’s soldiers that 
were shown in 1939 general catalogs. And I didn’t find 
a lot, but some of it is interesting.

The firm’s accompanying April 11, 1938 letter to toy 
buyers emphasized the toys (not just the soldiers) be-
ing in “BRILLIANT NEW COLORS”, with an empha-
sis (their quote) on “silver” hats (their word) on the 
soldiers. The catalog emphasized it too, as Auburn’s 
printer used a silver dye that actually looks like sil-
ver on the original page (Manoil employed this too in 
their circa 1939 pages). What eventually caught my 
eye was the fact that the headgear on the Foreign Le-
gion also shows that metallic silver. I’ve never seen 
one of the legionnaires with a silver “hat”, and when 
I checked with him, dealer K. Warren Mitchell hadn’t 
either. Has anyone?
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A new offering in 1938 was the “Can-
non with Tractor” in “army olive 
green”. A mimeographed legal-size 
sheet that accompanied the catalog 
states that it sold for $1.60 per doz-
en. That figures to a bit over thirteen 
cents. Since this was the Depression, 
it’s possible the tractor only retailed 
for fifteen.

Back to the Legion. We now know 
the colors for the Foreign Legion in-
fantry, as opposed to Auburn’s White 
Guards and Royal Guards. The Legion 
privates could wear a red jacket with 
blue pants or a white jacket with black 
trousers. The 1936 catalog shows the 
Royal Guard officer and trooper both 
in dark blue with red helmets and the 
White Guard trooper with white jack-
et and red pants and helmet. The offi-
cers for the White Guard and Foreign 
Legion were interchangeable.

As a kid, I’d wondered if the white Au-
burns were meant as sailors, despite 
their helmets and uniforms. But white 
or blue, they’re always Marines.

Some oddities; though they’re shown 
in boxed sets, the A22 242 Anti-Air-
craft Gun, The A18 216 Observer With 
Binoculars, the A22 242 Anti-Aircraft 
Gun, the A23 516 Motorcycle Cop 
(though 1516 here) are not displayed 
on the toy-soldier page, nor are they 
listed in the catalog or the mimeo-
graphed sheet. Thus they share the 
same fate as the seated machine 
gunner, also shown in boxed sets in 
1937 and 1938, but otherwise invis-
ible. Was this a mistake, or at this 
point were they sold only in sets?

It’s nice to have all this information, 
but I’d love to see a 1935 catalog, if 
there was one, to find out if Auburn 
also portrayed its infantry as Italians 
and Ethiopians. Even more, I’d like to 
fall upon, if it existed, a 1942 issue, 
which might perhaps finally show the 
running “pilot” I know existed. My 
suspicion is that it would also only 
appear as part of an illustrated boxed 
set. Like some of the above.

Auburn Rubber - 1938 (Cont.)
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Auburn Rubber - 1938 (Cont.)



15

Auburn Rubber - 1938 (Cont.)
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Old Toy Soldier  was pleased to learn of several out-
standing new releases from three exceptional manu-
facturers of the toy soldier world; Beau Geste, Figarti 
and Toy Soldier of San Diego.  Beau Geste, under the 
direction of Ana Donzino, is well known for their out-
standing gloss paint and solid cast figures.  Nick Ver-
steeg  provides the creative energy that enables Toy 
Soldiers of San Diego to always be on the cutting edge 
of new releases in the world of plastic toy soldiers.  
Figarti specializes in World War II figures and is well 
known for their superb vehicles, boats and planes.

The Dehli Durbar range is one of the most exotic of-
ferings from Beau Geste.  The dazzling color of the 
marching figures combined with bands and elephants 

makes the Durbar 
range hard to resist.  
Beau Geste’s newest 
release, the elephant 
of Jhind, is sure to 
delight Durbar col-
lectors.  The colorful 
trappings of the mas-
sive elephant and the 
sled-like howdah with 
its two riders provide 
another exciting addi-
tion to the Dehli Durbar 
line.  Durbar collectors 
anxiously await any 

new release to their range and the Jhind elephant is a 
great addition. 

Beau Geste Napoleonic collectors are sure to be 
pleased with the newly released Band of the Mame-
luks of the Imperial Guard.  This thirteen piece group-
ing is historically correct; not only in the composition 
of the band but also its uniforms, instruments and ac-
coutrements.  Mounted on walking horses, the bright-
ly uniformed musicians with their exotic instruments 
and “Jingling Johnnies” are a visual delight.  The band 
is available in four distinct sets.  The line of trumpet-
ers is one offering, another comprises two cymbaliers 
and drummer, followed by two chapeau chinios plus 
drummer and finally the trumpet major, guide and tim-
balier (kettle drummer).

Collectors of Toy Soldiers of San Diego’s “Custer’s 
Last Stand” are sure to be pleased with the “Dis-
mounted Casualties” set.  The seven figure group 
of two dead horses, three dead and one wounded 
trooper plus two firing men may also be used for the 
American Civil War.  Outstanding poses and excellent 
castings are the trademark of Toy Soldiers of San Di-
ego and this set is sure to please “Custer” collectors.

For the Napoleonic era, a superbly painted French 
supply wagon with four figures is simply outstanding.  
The painting is of very high quality, especially the four 
accompanying Frenchmen; one driver and three foot 

GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW
BEAU GESTE, FIGARTI AND TOY SOLDIERS 

OF SAN DIEGO RELEASES
Reviewed by Russ Bednarek
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GENERAL INSPECTION-NEW PRODUCT REVIEW (Cont.)

in greatcoats. Napoleonic collectors should definitely 
add this piece to their collection.

Toy Soldiers of San Diego not only creates figures but 
scenic pieces and buildings as well.  A sandy grass 
hill is a new addition to the “Reno Hill” line.  The most 
impressive piece, however, is the northwest corner 
building for the Alamo range.  The structure is cast in 
eight pieces with a removable gun ramp, two remov-
able roofs and more.  Once again, outstanding detail 
is the norm and this piece easily fits into any collec-
tion whether it be plastic or metal figures.

Figarti continues to offer outstanding pieces for World 
War II collectors.  Every year Figarti creates a truly 
stunning work of art.  Who could forget their mag-
nificent B-17 plus ground crew, or the V-1 rocket plus 
launch?  The latest Figarti masterpiece is the “Karl 
Morsen 54cm” siege mortar mounted on a railroad 
car.  The Karl Morsen was the largest self propelled 
weapon of the war.  The detail is simply breathtak-
ing and once again Figarti has managed to top them-

selves with this magnificent model.  You really do have 
to see it to believe it.  To compliment the mammoth 
Karl Morsen, Figarti has created the Karl Morsen IV 
Loader, a PzKfw chassis converted to an ammunition 
carrier with crane.   

Collectors interesting in obtaining the Beau Geste of-
ferings are directed to Treefrog Treasures who offer 
excellent service.  Plastic collectors should contact 
Toy Soldiers of San Diego directly.
 
CONTACT INFORMATION
Treefrog Treasures 
website:www.treefrogtreasures .com
email:sales@treefrogtreasures.com
 
Toy Soldiers of San Diego 
website:www.sdsoldiers.com
email:tssd@sdsoldiers.com 

Figarti website:www.figarti.com
email:sales@figarti.com
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AUCTION REVIEW
Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA

The Toy Soldier & Figure Collecton of 
the Late Fred Wehr ~ Part I & other important properties

November 20th &21st, 2010

Lot 1 Britains Set # 95 VERY RARE Japanese Display Cavalry and 
Infantry.  - $4250

Lot 19 Britains Set # 122 Black Watch Standing Firing with RARE 
round based Officer holding Binoculars.  - $950

Lot 169 King and Country RARE GLOSSY Set 
CP1K203 Cameron Highlanders Colour Party in 

Original Box with Certificate # 203/1000.  - $1500

Lot 174 King and Country RARE GLOSSY Set #RA 
1-71 Royal Artillery With Gun, 4 Pieces in Original 

Box with Certificate #71/1000 and RA 253 Royal 
Artillery with Maxim Gun, 4 Pieces in Original Box 

with Certificate # 53/1000.  - $1300

Lot 579 Britains Set # 2061 Exceptionally RARE Cowboy and 
Indian Display Set  Britains largest Post War item. - $6000

Lot 452 Britains Set # 186 Mexican Infantry with Officer 
“La Federacion de Mexico” in Various Colored Uniforms - $1000 

Lot 233 EXEPTIONALLY RARE The Bumblies Circa 1950 
British Childrens Television Characters.  - $1600

Lot 380 Britains Exceptionally  VERY 
RARE Cowboy firing pistol only issued 

in Half Set # 2145  1 Piece.  - $550
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AUCTION REVIEW (Cont.)

Lot 186 Marklin Germany RARE  
7 Inch Brass Barrel Howitzer with Tracked 

Wheels 1910.  - $900

Lot 232 Britains Famous Racing Colours 
# RC 119. Milky Way Farms in Original 
Box marked John Hay Whitney. - $1300

Lot 387 Barrett and Son VERY RARE Pixy Tea 
Party with Toadstool tables. Seated Pixies and 

Waiters.  - $950

Lot 477 Britains VERY RARE Set # 101 
Lifeguards Band Gold and Blue 

Uniforms. - $2800

Lot 1100 King and Country Waffen SS, 
88mm Gun, Base and Figures, WSS20A - $550

Lot 1162 Wm. Hocker: Queens Own Toy Soldiers, 100/18, Very Rare.  - $3000

Lot 1195 Marlborough: D54 Review Stand, 11 
seated figures incl. British Officer, Indian Prin-

cess and Shah, Burmese Chieftans. - $600 

Lot 1353 DUCAL: Band and Corps of Drums 
of Her Majesty’s Royal Marines 1985 

N. American Tour Set E30275 
Ltd. Edition - $500 

Lot 172 King and Country RARE GLOSSY Set #K23 
“Vignette” Cameron Highlanders in Action with 

Certificate #23/1000.   - $2500

Lot 142 Mignot Set 361/18 British Napoleonic 
Troops with Officer (Sword Damaged) 
Drummer and Standard Bearer  - $400

Lot 451 Britains From Set 1315/1316 VERY RARE 
Salvation Army Band  - $4500
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AUCTION REVIEW

The last Military, Civilian Figures, Equipment and Ac-
cessories sale of 2010 was held on the 1st Decem-
ber and despite arctic weather conditions attracted 
a full room, with bidders travelling from as far afield 
as Belgium. The full room combined with heavy com-
missions and hectic telephone/live internet activity 
helped ensure the sale was the most successful of 
the year!

The London Collection [section 2 of the sale] was par-
ticularly popular with steady bidding throughout, high-
lights included: £420 for the W Hocker Durbar Pavil-
lion, £950 for a Britains post war Farm Range sample 
set, £1400 paid for a Britains Football Set [Tottenham 
Hotspur] and £420 for a post war final issue Britains 
set 1448 – Army Staff Car.

Section 3 [Specialist and Collectors Section] of the 
sale sold steadily throughout with consistently high 
prices and a couple of World records. A Heyde Boxer 
Rebellion vignette [2 figures] achieved £500, a rare 
Britains Racing Colour depicting the colours of Sir 
Abe Bailey [1936] made £370 and a rare Lineol Pon-
toon Wagon sold for £740.

However it was in the Connoisseur Plastics Section 
that the highest overall prices were achieved these in-
cluded, seven Timpo boxed Waterloo Cavalry figures 
issued in the late 1950’s which made between £150 
- £220 each, a rare Timpo Wild West range shop dis-
play card containing three Cowboys in mint condition 
sold for £400 and £190 was paid for a Timpo boxed 
mounted Roman issued in the mid 1950’s.

Pride of place must however go to two Britains/Her-
ald development sample sets dating to 1962-63 con-
taining un-released Greek and Trojan types. The first 

consisting of two figures [Hector and Achilles] sold 
for an amazing £2200 and the second containing 12 
figures [6 Greeks and 6 x Trojans] made a staggering 
£8000 Both prices are believed to be World records 
for plastic figure sets. 

All in all a very successful sale to end a very success-
ful year in the Vectis Figures Department.

All prices include buyer’s premium
For further details contact Simon Clark on 
01642 750616 or email simon.clarke@vectis.co.uk

Vectis Military, Civilian Figures, Equipment and Accessories Sale
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AUCTION REVIEW
Bonhams Toy Soldiers & Figures

November 17th 2010 (sale No.17972)
HIGHLIGHTS

Lot 1010
Britains RARE set 149, AMERICAN SOLDIERS, 1907
This set was one of two which Britains tried out in 1907 to see if the patented 
‘New Military Display and Game’ invented by the American, Charles W. Beiser, 
would work for the British market. The soldiers stood in hinged clips attached 
to a board, which let them be knocked over by toy gunfire, but held in position 
by the clips. Rotating the board forward made the soldiers stand up again. 
Britains, anticipating good sales, started to convert its entire output of toy sol-
diers from oval bases to rectangular bases which would fit the clips. This rare 
set of twelve American soldiers and a toy gun once belonged to the famous 
Surrey collector Major Edmund Roche-Kelly.
Sold for £1,000

Lot 1040
Britains set 1254, Royal Engineers 
Pontoon Section, Service Dress, 1938
Four horse team with drivers in khaki with peak caps, 
wagon in dark green finish, pontoon boat and road-
ways, in original Whisstock box.
Sold for £450

Lot 1184
Charbens ‘Jack’s Band’, 1936
With Piano, Pianist, Banjoist, Piano Accordion, Sou-
saphone, Violin, Cello, Cornet, Saxaphone, Conductor 
and eight chairs in original illustrated box
Sold for £480

Lot 1253
Heyde No.2 size RARE U.S. Arctic Exploration Set, 1935
The set comes comprising aeroplane with suspension loop on snow 
skids, kayak with explorer paddling, survey party, sled with four hus-
kies, explorers with tools and supplies, radio operator with radio, na-
tional flag, signal flags, explorers on snow shoes, skis and on foot hunt-
ing two polar bears and fishing with harpoon, snow covered shrubs, 
two large background pieces with cave and water, and five ice covered 
rocks in original plain red box with interior fittings
Sold for £1,600

Lot 1264
Heyde novelty Cat’s Tea Party
Five cats seated around a tea table, furnished with 
three cups of tea and two saucers for the two cats 
holding cups. One cat with paper, one cat with 
pencil and one cat with biscuit.
Sold for £520

Lot 1270
Heyde no.2 size Indian Elephant 
with passengers, 1910
Indian mahout with gong, parasol and banner 
bearers to rear, ornate howdah and two seated 
visiting European dignitaries, one with top hat and 
one with white hair
Sold for £1,700

Lot 1270a
Heyde no.2 size Indian Elephant 
with passengers, 1910
Indian mahout with gong and parasol 
bearer, ornate howdah with seated In-
dian prince and European adviser
Sold for £1,700

Lot 1300
Benbros RARE set Robin Hood and 
His Merry Men, 1952
Set comprising Robin Hood, Little John, 
Friar Tuck, Maid Marion, Will Scarlet and 
Much the Miller’s Son, Sheriff of Notting-
ham with four guards, two deer and two 
trees in original colour illustrated box
Sold for £950
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AUCTION REVIEW

17 December 2010 – A packed 
salesroom of toy collectors and en-
thusiasts watched as The Malcolm 
Forbes Toy Collection achieved 
$2,388,637 today at Sotheby’s 
New York. The collection of toy 
boats, soldiers, motorcycles and 
classic board games was lovingly 
gathered over nearly four decades 
by legendary collector Malcolm 
Forbes and his sons. 

Boats by the celebrated German 
maker Märklin dominated the top 
prices brought in the first half of 
the auction.  The sale was led 
by a Märklin “Lusitania” Ocean 
Liner that sold for $194,500, a 
new auction record for a toy boat. 
The toy had previously held the 
record when it was purchased by 
Mr. Forbes at Sotheby’s New York 
in 1983 for $28,600. Also drawing 
interest from several bidders was 
an Exotic Clockwork Gunboat 
Attributed to Märklin /Rock and 
Graner which achieved $134,500.

The groups of toy soldiers offered 
this afternoon sparked consider-
able interest from bidders in the 
room, on the phone and those par-
ticipating online.  The group was 
led by The Sack of Troy that fea-
tures a tinplate walled city of Troy, 
a suspiciously large horse, and 
Heyde figures of Greek and Tro-

jan warriors, which sold for more 
than four times the high estimate 
of $5,000 to bring $21,250*. Aloys 
Ochel Figures and Aztec Pyra-
mid, which depicts a dramatic 
battle between the Aztec warriors 
and the troops of Hernando Cor-
tez around the Pyramid of the Sun 
in Tenochtitlan, sold for a remark-
able $13,750, well in excess of the 
pre-sale high estimate of $3,500 
(pictured left). Two rare sets of 
finely detailed medieval heraldic 
model figures handmade in Great 
Britain by Richard Courtenay also 
sold well: a group of 29 Courtenay 
Mounted Knights, England, cir-
ca 1930s-1950s brought $15,000, 
while a group of 13 Courtenay 
Mounted Tournament Knights, 
England, circa 1930s-1950s sold 
for $8,750. 

Another major highlight from to-
day’s sale was an original Monop-
oly game-set of circular design, 
handmade by Charles Darrow, 
probably 1933, and descended in 

his family. The game-set sold for 
$146,500, well-above the $80,000 
high estimate. It is the earliest Dar-
row set known to survive, the only 
one of circular shape, and the ear-
liest to include the rules.

*Pre-sale estimates do not include 
buyer’s premium 25%
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AUCTION PREVIEW

The first Vectis Military, Civilian Figures, Equipment and 
Accessories Sale of 2011 will take place on Wednesday 
30th March 2011 and will set the standard for 2011 in 
terms of quality and diversity for figure auctions the World 
over. The sale will include Part 1 of the Nils Fischer Brit-
ains Collection. This collection, one of the most renowned 
in the World represents some of the finest and rarest items 
to come to the open market since the iconic sales of the 
late 20th and early 21st Centuries [Britains Archive sales, 
Arnold Rolak, Charles Biggs, Bill Miele Etc.]. In fact many 
of the lots on offer originate from those very same sales.
 
The collection comprises a comprehensive selection from 
the first known WM Britain [1880] catalogue including 
The Mechanical Runners, Four Horse Race, The Waltzers 
and The Mandarin. An extensive selection of Britains Ar-
chive material including [Pink Room] Paint Sample Cards 
/ Tagged Figures, Britains Design Department Uniform 
Study Files 1930’s – 1950’s, Original Clay Figure Masters, 
Hand Mould Tools and Original Clay Moulds for Figures, 
Animals and Accessories dating from 1900 to the 1950’s.
 
Britains Aircraft feature heavily with no less than 4 colour 
[Blue, Yellow, Dark Green, Pale Green] variants of the U.S. 
Monoplane, three being boxed examples. Two British vari-
ants, two boxed Autogiros and the original Brass Mould 
Master for the Civilian Autogiro complete the section.
 
Vehicles, both civilian and military are well represented 
with many rare colour variants [8 Farm Lorry’s in various 
pre/post war schemes] and types/versions on offer. This 
section will include the prototype model for set 1512 – 
Army Ambulance [2nd version]. Artillery also forms a major 
section with a huge array of versions and colour variants 
spanning the period from the 1930’s up to the 1970’s.
 
Collectors of the civilian ranges will not be disappointed 
with a huge array of pre/post war issue Farm, Zoo, Min-
iature Garden sets, Racing Colours [inc’ a Mickey Mouse 
variant] pre/post war trade packs, Coco Cubs and indi-
vidual pieces. Over 50 buildings by Hugar include the ex-

tremely rare Casualty Clearing Station, four different MG/
Gun Emplacements and a number of boxed examples.
 
Plastic collectors will be able to choose from a huge array 
of sets, Toy Fair Displays, Promotional Pieces and Unique 
Original Masters by RA Sillman, R. Selwyn-Smith and C. 
Biggs. Ranges include Herald [1953-1976], Mini Sets, 
Swoppets, Deetail, Super Deetail, Space and Eyes Right.
 
The first part of the sale [around 400-500 lots]will be 
rounded off with a selection of Britains/Herald Shop Dis-
play Cabinets, original Artists Proofs, Box Artwork Proofs 
and Britains Ephemera [Inc’ The signed W. Britains Ltd 
Staff Pension Agreement from the early 1970’s !].
 
Part 2 of the sale will comprise lots from other vendors 
and includes the first part of a fine collection of early issue 
[1894 – 1938] military sets [Infantry, Cavalry, Equipment, 
Paris Office Etc.]. Sections offering Plastics, Tinplate and 
Composition, Books/Ephemera, Connoisseur Plastics, 
Other Makers and Modern Issues will complete the day.
 
All in all a fine start to 2011 and definitely the sale not to 
miss, part 2 comprising a second mouth-watering selec-
tion will follow in late June, 2011. For further details con-
tact Simon Clarke at simon.clarke@vectis.co.uk 

Vectis Military, Civilian Figures, Equipment 
and Accessories Sale of 2011



24

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
P.O. Box 13323

Pittsburgh, PA 15243
412-343-8733

1-800-349-8009
Fax 412-344-5273

otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com
www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

Britains Ski Troop

Britains Unique Bulk Pack Ford Henry Pioneer

British Midwest Importers

Timpo Hopalong Cassidy

Britains Racing Colours

Britains Rare Pre War R.H.A. at the Halt.

Britains Pre War Infantry

Minikin Napoleon

AUCTION PREVIEW
Old Toy Soldier Auctions USA
The Don Darnieder Collection, 

Fred Wehr Part II & 
other important properties
Two Day Auction Featuring over 1000 Lots

Saturday, May 21st ~ 10 a.m.
Britains military Pre and Post War, Britains Civilian Farm Zoo Circus and Racing Coloures, Britains Plastic Eyes 

right and Swoppetts, Benbros,Dimestores, Elastolin Composition, Elastolin Plastic, Heyde  and other 
German makers, Johillco, Jones, Lineol Composition, King and Country Gloss, Midwest British Importers, 

Taylor and Barrett, Timpo,Vertunni, XR France, ETC

Sunday, May 22nd ~ 10 a.m.
  Britains, Wm Hocker, Potsdamer/Shimek, Marlborough, Kingcast, Ducal, Charles Biggs, Trophy, King & Country, 
Imperial, Nicholson Miniatures, Blenheim, Star, Fife & Drum Miniatures, Boys of the Old Brigade, Hiriart, Mulberry 
Miniatures, Tradition, Alymer, Conte, Under two flags, Steadfast, Hornung Art, Soldier Centre Miniatures, Mignot, 

Combat Ready Collectibles and MORE!!!

Catalogs available one 
month prior to the sale

$30, $40 International
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Britains Swoppett Knights

Britains Post War Cavalry

Timpo Model ZooBrtains Home Farm

Rare Crescent New York Police

Britains Pre War Infantry and Cavalry

Britains Pre War Arab Display

Britains Pre War Egyptian Infantry and Cavalry
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Crescent Triple Row West Point Cadets

Britains 9000 Series

Charbens Pre War Organ Grinder Set

Britains Tractor

Timpo Tiger Hiunt

Britains Rare Boxed Label for 12th Royal Lancers

Benbors Robin Hood

Britains Picture Pack Display Cabinet

Britians Pre War Infantry and Cavalry“Ancient” Britains

Britains Rare Pre War Coronation Territorials

Britains Pre War Coldstream Band

Britains Pre War British Army Display
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Heyde Cavalry with Original Boxes

Britains Eyes Right Bands

Britains Post War Infantry Britains Pre War Rare Set 93 Britains Post War Animals

Mignot Displays
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Pottsdamer/Shimek Cottage set

King & Country Kaiser’s Staff Car Imperial Highland Color Party

Soldier Centre Steam Tractor

King & Country Ancient Egypt

King & Country Armored CarMark Time Royal Engineer Balloon Winch Unit

Hiriart GermansTrophy

Pottsdamer/Shimek Churchill Train Set Trophy Zulu War Trophy Napoleonic

Mignot French Horse Drawn Artillery
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AUCTION PREVIEW (Cont.)

Mignot Caserne

Aeroart-Early St. Petersburg Ltd. Edition 
Knights of the Roundtable

Blenheim Zulu War Gift Set

King & Country Crusaders

Alymer Chariots Mignot Ambulance

Hocker Zulu War Hocker Zulu War

Pottsdamer/Shimek Tiger Hunt Mignot Tractor Drawn Field Gun King & Country Napoleonic

Tradition Napoleonic
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King & Country, Britains, Conte, East of India,
Grenada, Troiani to name just a few!

New for 2005 - "Spartan Enomotarch - Battle of 
Thermopylae, 480 BC" - Grenada Studios."

Toy Soldier store located at

THE AUSTRALIAN LOCATION

Toy Soldiers makers including Frontline Figures,
Conte Collectibles, King & Country, East of India,

Britains,Tommy Atkins, Models from 5 St. Petersburg
Studios,The Warrior Irish as well as 3 premier

Australian makers. Model figure kits from Andrea,
Pegaso and Metal Modeles.



Herbert George Wells lived from 1866 to 1946 and established 
himself as a respected novelist, whose science fiction scenarios 
made him the first great writer in that field. He and the American 
Jules Verne, can rightly be called the Fathers of Science Fiction. 

Wells was born in Bromley, Kent, England into a lower middle 
class family. His mother had worked as a servant and his father 
was the owner/operator of an unsuccessful shop. The family’s 
economic situation was such that H.G. Wells was placed in an 
apprenticeship in a drapery store. This apprenticeship, and oth-
ers failed, and it was not until he won a scholarship to the Normal 
School of Science, later renamed the Royal College of Science in 
South Kensington, London, that his personal life took a turn for 
the better. Eventually, in 1890, Wells received a B.Sc. degree in 
Zoology at the University of London.

While Wells virtually wrote non-stop from the early 1890s up to 
his death, his most well known work happened early in his career. 
The Time Machine and The Island of Dr. Morau were published in 
1896. The Invisible Man appeared a year later, and The War of the 
Worlds came out in 1898. 

In many respects H.G. Wells is most recognized and remembered 
for penning The War of the Worlds. It was recently seen by a new 
generation in a 2005 Steven Spielberg directed film, of the same 
name, that starred Tom Cruise and Dakota Fanning. Arguably, 
H.G. Wells’s ultimate brush with fame-and notoriety- was when 
Orson Welles in 1938 broadcast his version of The War of the 
Worlds on the KTSA radio station in San Antonio, Texas. The real-
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H.G. Wells: Playing at War
By Scott A.G.M. Crawford
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ism and special effects conjured up by 
Welles terrified a nation, and created 
national terror, panic, and hysteria.

H.G. Wells was featured on the cover 
of Time on 20 September, 1926. By 
that time, Wells had established a 
reputation for being not just a novel-
ist but a prophet, a journalist, and a 
forward thinking maverick. One of his 
later books advocated government by 
supermen, and a global religion built 
on an everyman’s view of physics.

Floor Games (1911)
For the purposes of this narrative the 
focus is on two extraordinary books 
written by H.G. Wells and published 
in 1911 and 1913. The first is enti-
tled Floor Games and, at 94 pages in 
length, it is short enough to be read in 
one sitting. The print is large- the sort 
found in contemporary adult books for 
the sight impaired-and the tenor of the 
writing is obviously aimed at a younger, 
rather than older, audience. The prose 
is boyish, cheerful, and energetic. The 
book is divided into four chapters- 
“The Toys to Have,” “The Game of the 
Wonderful Islands,” “Of the Building of 
Cities,” and, “Funicular’s Marble Tow-
ers, Castles, and War Games, But Very 
Little of War Games.”

Wells, in his opening page, enthusias-
tically champions the joys and chal-
lenges of structuring play activities.

The jolliest indoor games for boys and 
girls demand a floor…it must be a floor 
covered   with linoleum or cork carpet 
so that toy soldiers and such-like will 
stand upon it.1

In his opening paragraphs, no oxymo-
ron intended, Wells demonstrates a 
focused seriousness about play and 
recreation. His ethos is about such 
activities being educative and creating 
opportunities for character building.

Upon such a floor may be made infini-
tude of imaginative games, not only 
keeping boys and girls happy for days 
together, but building up a framework 

of spacious and inspiring ideas in them 
for after life. The men of tomorrow will 
fain new strength from nursery floors.2

There is no doubting Wells’ passion 
for this form of leisure time activity. He 
describes contemporary toy soldiers 
(circa 1911 that is) as “magnificent be-
ings”3 and then notes: 

There has been an enormous im-
provement in our national physique 
in this respect. Now they stand nearly 
two inches high and look you broadly 
in the face, and they have two move-

able arms and alert intelligence of sci-
entifically exercised men. You get five 
of them mounted or afoot in a box for 
a small price. We…like those of Brit-
ish manufacture best; the other makes 
are of incompatible sizes….4

Wells was a noted pacifist and, up un-
til 1914, and the start of World War I, 
campaigned robustly against “going 
to” war. He alludes to this when he 
speaks of his concern that play figures 
“suffer from an exaggerated curse of 
militarism”  and comments negatively 
on a grocer figure that wears epau-

H.G. Wells: Playing at War (Cont.)
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lettes. Wells sought more civilian figures such as a butcher, 
a baker, and a merchant.

With such boxes of civilians we could have much more fun 
than with the running, marching, swashbuckling soldiery 
that pervades us.6

“The Game of the Wonderful Islands” essentially is Wells 
advocating “toy soldiers” being encamped on a variety of 
different islands. There are people of color, Native Ameri-
cans, savages, and civilized groups. Plasticine is used freely 
and ships are crafted out of wooden blocks. There is much 
movement of populations and an emphasis on exploration 
and discovery.

We land and alter things, and build and rearrange, and hoist 
paper flags or pins and subjugate populations and confer all 
the blessings of civilization upon these lands.7

The third chapter of Floor Games explores the building of 
cities and concludes with Wells hoping that such childhood 
endeavors would create, “some profit, in thoughts widened, 
in strengthened apprehensions.”8

Wells’ final chapter is essentially an ode to funiculars, that 
is, mountain railways, and expressions of zest for castle 
building.

Castles are done with bricks and cardboard turrets and a 
portcullis of card and drawbridge and moats; they are mere 
special sort of city-building, done because we have a box 
of men in armor.9

The book has a series of black and white photographs 
showing Wells’ toy lay-outs/plans that he put together with 
his sons. Every page of the book has magical marginal 
drawings by J.R. Sinclair.

Little Wars (1913) is a much more sophisticated and chal-
lenging study compared to Floor Games. While Little Wars 
is ostensibly packaged for a teenage audience (it is subtitled 
“A Game for boys from twelve years of age to one hundred 
and fifty and for that more intelligent sort of girl who likes 
boys’ games and books”), it is a complex analysis of play-
ing at war. Indeed, it now stands as the first recreational war 
game study, and Wells is seen as the father of miniature war 
gaming.

It is exciting to read Wells’ prose and come across the ac-
count of he and a friend creating what, very possibly, was 
the first ever “war game.”

We got two forces of toy soldiers, set out a lumpish En-
cyclopedia land upon the carpet, and began to play. We 
arranged to move in alternate moves: first one moved all 

his force and then the other; an infantryman could move 
on foot at each move, a cavalry man two, a gun two, and it 
might fire six shots, and if a man was moved up to touch an-
other man, then we tossed up and decided which man was 
dead. So we made a game, which was not a good game, 
but which was very amusing once or twice. 10 

The conclusion to Little Wars deserves serious and sustained 
analysis. For some it will read as polemic. Others will decry 
it as overly sentimental and romantic. The thesis for Wells 
is really rather simple. He argues that playing at war can be 
a sort of homeopathic remedy to insulate, and remove us, 
from ever engaging in, his words, “The Real Thing!”11

It seems fitting to allow H.G. Wells to sing the praises of 
floor games and little wars. In his play time, there are thrills, 
victories, disasters, and death but “no smashed nor san-
guinary bodies, no shattered fine buildings, nor devastated 
country sides, no petty cruelties.” 12

As a novelist and story teller, Wells’ forte was to engage 
and, for him, embrace his audience with phrases and ideas 
tossed out as a subtle lure for his fictional fishing line. There 
is a Peter Pan quality to the end page words, penned by 
Wells in his final chapter intriguingly called, “Ending with A 
Sort of Challenge.”

You have only to play at Little Wars three or four times to 
realize just what a blundering thing Great War must be. 13
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2011 22nd Annual  
West Coaster  

Toy Soldier & Miniature Figure Show  
Located at: The Irvine Marriot Hotel  

Near the Orange County Airport  

1800  Von Karman Ave.  

Irvine, CA 92612  

Sunday, March 6th  

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  

Featuring Antique Britains, Dimestore, Composition & Plastic, Military 
& Civilian figures and sets. There will be an international gathering of 

leading manufacturers, dealers, and collectors.  

Open room activity through Thursday-Saturday. This event is open to 
the public. Admission is $6 and children under 12 get in for free. $1 off 

for those with coupons (limit 2 person max).  

Call (760) 758-5481 or fax (760) 758-7004 for table information. 
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Send SASE for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane; Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

Wanted
Britains New Metal Models 

from 1970’s and 80’s
Sold at Holyrood Palace-

Edinburgh, Scotland
info@normanjoplin.com

262-692-3913

Ohio Toy Soldier
Show & Sale™

Our 19th Great Year!
• Antique to Modern Toy Soldiers & Equipment
• Metal, Plastic and Composition Soldiers
• Something for Everyone...
	 Beginner to Advanced Collector
• Quality Dealers from Around the Country

Sunday, May 15, 2011
The Galaxy Restaurant
201 Park Centre Dr.
Wadsworth, Ohio
ST RT. 94 & I 76
10 AM - 3 PM
For more information, contact:
Doug McClure
412 E. Liberty St.
Medina, Ohio 44256
Tel: (330) 722-6751
E-mail: dmcclure1@zoominternet.net

	 Indy Toy Soldier Show
	 April 3, 2011
	 Indianapolis, Indiana

	 Sheraton Inn North 
	 8787 Keystone Crossing
	 (Exit 33 off I-465)

	 Call (317-846-2700) 
	 reservations

	 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
	 $5.00 Admission

	 Info: Barry Carter
	 124 N. Washington St.
	 Knightstown, IN 46148
	 (765) 345-5665

www.PlaysetMagazine.com/IndyShow/
• Remember Room Trading STARTS on March 31st
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www.oldtoysoldierauctions.com

Old Toy Soldier Auctions U.S.A.
LiveAuctioneers.com

oldtoysoldierauctions.com
Next Auction

May 21st - 22nd, 2011
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La Guerra (of Spain)
by José María Sanz-Hermida

The company D. Baldomero Casanellas was 
founded in 1896 and began marketing their 
products under the name “La Guerra”.

Banker Carles Juande had previously 
owned the factory in 1890, Flat Tin Soldier 
specialist Victor Lleonart’s moulds were 
also acquired and made by Casanellas.

D. Jose Capell, nephew -grandson of Casa-
nellas provides an undated document list-
ing the factory as being at 4 Camp Street 
San Gevasio, Cassolas, the firm’s patent 
registration was 47936, the company being 
known as “Military Man” and managed by 
Cassanellas and a Mrs. Ortiz. It seems that 
Casanellas broke from all of these compa-
nies in 1897 and advertised his line under 
the “La Guerra” name, using the trade mark 
showing Minerva the Roman Goddess of 
war in it’s advertising. Toy Soldiers Bullfight-
ers were some of the earliest known prod-
ucts.

A profusely illustrated catalog was issued 
in 1914, it shows 44 lines of Toy Soldiers 
etc., the figures were obviously influenced 
by Heyde of Dresden Germany and GBG 
(Mignot) of France.

45 mm and 65 mm scale; Spanish Infantry, 
Cavalry, Artillery and Musicians were fea-
tured in the catalog; as were 15 different 
types of horses. Products often had sec-
tions of the interior removed to save lead 
and in a way it seems like there was an at-
tempt to imitate or copy the Britains Hol-
low cast style. Trumpets flags were molded 
separately and heads were pluged in simi-
lar to German style manufacturer.

Front page of the Catalogue of “La Guerra”

Pages from the 1914 catalog

British Infantry of the Line Spanish Infantry at the Present
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La Guerra (of Spain) (Cont.)

Series 1 Infanteria al paso (ordinarios)
Series 2 Infantería al paso (finos)
Series 3 Infantería en batalla
Series 4 Infantería Guarcia Civil
Series 5 Infantería firmes
Series 6 Infantería Músicos
Series 7 Infantería Melilla
Series 8 Alabarderos
Series 9 Infantería Francesa
Series 10 Infantería Mora
Series 11 Infantería Inglesa al paso
Series 12 Infantería Inglesa en batalla
Series 13 Infantería Alemana en batalla
Series 14 Toreros Lidia
Series 15 Caballería Lanceros al paso

Series 16 Caballería Guardia Civil al paso
Series 17 Escolta Real
Series 18 Húsares Pavía
Series 19 Caballería Mora
Series 20 Caballería Melilla al galope
Series 21 Estado Mayor General
Series 22 Guardia de Seguridad montada
Series 23 Dragones Ingleses
Series 24 Cabalería Francesa Coraceros
Series 25 Caballería Hulanos Alemanes
Series 26 Caballería María Crisitina
Series 27 Caballería María Cristina (semi-extra)
Series 28 Infantería Surtidos Ciclistas
Series 29 Motoristas surtidos (Extra)
Series 30 Arrastre

Series 31 Artillería montaña
Series 32 Infantería al paso (Extra)
Series 33 Infantería Guardia Civil (Extra)
Series 34 Alabarderos (Extra)
Series 35 Infantería Músicos (Extra)
Series 37 Caballería Lanceros al paso (Extra)
Cabalería Cuardia Civil montada
Series 38 Artillería Rodada
Series 39 Batallón firme (2 box)
Series 40 Batallón en marcha (2 box)
Series 41 Batallón en marcha (Extra, 2 box)
Series 42 Soldados Romanos
Series 43 Cañón con disparo
Series 44 Combinación tres armas

The Catalogue had 31 pages in which were represented photographically 
44 Series listed as follows:

Spanish Infantry Band Example of a “La Guerra” box

Dragoons of Santiago Mountain Artilery Gun Team

Examples of both 45mm and 65mm figures Boxed set of Arabs French Cycle Troop
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La Guerra (of Spain) (Cont.)
There were two sizes of boxes both for the 
infantry and for the cavalry. Boxes 1 and 2 
differed in the number of pieces that were 
contained in each box. Box 1 of cavalry 
had six cavalrymen; Box 2 contained ten 
cavalrymen. Box 1 of Infantry consisted 
of ten pieces, whereas Box 2 contained 
eighteen soldiers.

The boxes were red in color with white 
edges. Each contained an image of Min-
erva Goddess of War as a trademark.

Series 39, 40, 41 and 42 were larger dis-
play boxes of Infantry in 45 mm.

Series 44 presented figures in three sizes 
of Infantry, Artillery and Lancers. Box 3 
included a cycle battalion, representing 
Spanish, French and German troops.

Series 43 included two large cannons.

Not included in the catalog was a line 
entitled “Series Art” which were wooden 
boxes containing 12 Cavalry in 65mm 
scale.

The figures of “The War” had influence on 
other Spanish manufacturers of toy sol-
diers. Palomeque, Madrid began his pro-
duction from 1922, and used three mod-
els of Casanellas’s horses and a model  
of the artillery mule. Toy soldiers by Pal-
omeque are of greater quality. Baldomero 
Casanellas supplied orders to two collec-
tors. Mr. Arturo Llovera Grases commis-
sined a Spanish army line of 65mm which 
consisted of ten thousand figures with all 
kinds of military cars, bicycles, ambulanc-
es, motorcycles and trucks.  So large was 
the order Casanellas had to ask another 
manufacturer, Eulogio Gonzalez of Barce-
lona for help in completing the order. The 
work was finished in 1928 and the collec-
tion, known as the “Collection Llovera”, 
was displayed in 2009 at the Military Mu-
seum of Montjuit’s Castle in Barcelona. 

The second order was from a Mr. Rowe, 
who asked Casanellas to produce in 
45mm large groups of toy soldiers of in-
fantry and cavalry with English uniforms.

Bullfighter Set

Roman Soldiers

Infantry  of Guardia Civil (Extra)
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La Guerra (of Spain) (Cont.)

This collection was sold some years ago and at 
present it is distributed between several collectors 
who  bought small groups. The quality of the fig-
ures of “The War”, which cover a third of a century 
of the manufacture of toy soldiers made in Spain, 
did not escape the notice of collectors from other 
countries. Toy soldiers made by Casanellas were 
exported to France, United Kingdom, Germany 
and USA.

Baldomero Casanellas died in 1926. Production at 
his factory was continued by his nephew Jose, lat-
er joined by his brother Baldomero Capell Coixet.

Examples of various horses in two sizes

45mm and 54mm
Alabarderos Officers

Spanish Infantry in action

Photos proceeding from 
the collection of 

Jose Maria Sanz-Hermida and 
Miguel Angel Sanz-Hermida.
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Custom Made Portrayals of Medieval Knights in 
50mm, 54mm and 90mm Scales

Thomas Duke of Clarence    Battle of Bauge 1421    50mm Scale

Lord of Seton Tournament Knight Late Fourteenth Century   54mm Scale
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When Britians introduced the hollow-cast method of 
production in 1893 it revolutionized the toy soldier in-
dustry.  Manufacturers could now efficiently and eco-
nomically produce large quantities of figures.  Prior to 
1893 the standard casting technique was solid-cast, 
a time consuming and expensive process.  Many new 
toy soldier manufacturers implemented and embraced 
the hollow-cast technology resulting in long tenures 
of profitable production.  There still remained a small 
number of makers dedicated to solid-cast figures.  
Heyde of Germany continued its prolific production of 
multi-sized lines of figures, in addition to the firms of 
Noris and Haffner.  In France, CBG Mignot and its high 
end cousin Lucotte experienced a continued growth of 
their solid-cast figurines and remain in business today.  
Often overlooked, or probably unknown to most collec-
tors, are the exquisite figures produced by the Belgian 
firm MIM.
 
MIM, (Maximum in Minimis) was the creation of Bel-
gian born Emmanuel Steinbach.  Steinbach was a well 
educated young man when, in 1930, he established his 
own printing firm in Paris.  The decision to abandon 
his current profession to establish a toy soldier com-
pany was, as he wrote, “a matter of personal taste” and 
his desire to “contribute to the education of children”.  
MIM began production in 1938  in Brussels along with 
Steinbach’s second newly created line of composition 
figures named INCAMIM.  Readers are directed to Old 
Toy Soldier Vol.34 No.2 for Vincent J. Russo and Pa-
trice Servais’s excellent article on INCAMIM figures.  
Steinbach’s high standards of quality are reflected in 
his MIM figures.
 
Emile Salkin was hired by Steinbach to develop master 
figures for the MIM line.  An artist of the highest stan-
dard, Salkin tirelessly visited museums, researched ar-
chives and created sketches that insured the historical 
accuracy of the figurines.  Once the master figure was 
created, it was the responsibility of Alice Vander Elst to 
accurately paint it.  Vander Elst, who had been studying 
monumental painting, would become Steinbach’s wife.  
Over 60 employees were required to successfully bring 
to fruition Steinbach’s dream of producing historically 
correct high quality figures.
 
Four ranges of 60mm infantry and 80mm cavalry fig-
ures were produced.  Over 350 different figures were 
possible using various combinations of bodies, heads 
and arms.  

MIM of Belgium
By Russ Bednarek

Trompette Chasseurs a Cheval 

Trompette Chasseurs a Cheval and Legere Tambour Major 
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MIM of Belgium (Cont.)

The four ranges are:
Antiquity-Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians, 

Romans and Gauls.
The Consulate-infantry and cavalry of 

1799-1804 France
First Empire-Infantry and cavalry of Napoleon’s 

Grande Armee and the Imperial Guard.
 Modern-American and British troops that 
participated in the liberation of Belgium 

during World War II. 
   
Over 75% of the MIM line was dedicated to the First 
Empire.  Infantry is represented by officers, drum-
mers, flagbearers, infantrymen and musicians.  The 
mounted arm has officers, trumpeters, standard-
bearers, timbaliers (mounted drummer) and musi-
cians.  Figures were sold in their own individual box 
(see photo), although auction results show infantry 
bands of 12 figures and mounted bands of 9 fig-
ures.  An examination of a post-war MIM catalogue 
does not list musician figures or sets for either in-
fantry or cavalry.  Napoleon and his staff comprise 
a further 12 figures in the First Empire line.

 The majority of MIM figures were exported to France 
and Switzerland, with a fair amount designated for the 
United States.  Steinbach insured his high standards 
of quality by producing for each figure its own pro-
duction card.  Listed on the card were the catalogue 
mold number of the body and the corresponding 
mold numbers for arms, heads and various accou-
trements to be used.  Painters had a folder contain-
ing a card for each figure with painting instructions to 
be precisely followed when applying the high quality 
enamel paint.  Unfortunately the casting/assembly 
and painting cards have been lost.
 
MIM figures are recognizable by their size, out-
standing sculpting and quality painting.  Cast on the 
bottom of the base of each figure is the catalogue 
number,range, name of the regiment and MIM logo 
(see photo).  Collectors should carefully inspect 
cavalry figures so that the name on the base of the 
horse matches its rider.  A horse with a base cast,  
“No.140 First Empire Grenadiers a Cheval” should 
not have a Hussar figure as its rider.  All too often 
these incorrect “marriages” are offered for sale, so a 

Descriptive Base

Examples of Boxes
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MIM of Belgium (Cont.)

competent knowledge level of Napoleonic uniforms 
is invaluable to prevent regrettable purchases.
 
In 1947 Steinbach was unable to secure the export 
licenses needed for France and Switzerland.  With 
the loss of such a large marketshare, Steinbach re-
luctantly terminated production in 1948.  At the time 
of cessation of MIM, 241 figures were in production, 
189 of them First Empire.  Sadly, an exciting new 
addition to the “Antiquity” range, 20 Greek figures, 
were near completion.  The INCAMIM molds were 
sold in 1948 to Durso owner Michel Klimov who 
continued production.  The MIM molds are now in 
the possession of toy soldier collector and owner of 
Lucotte, Edouard Pemzec.
 
The superb sculpting and painting coupled with an 
extremely short production run, (1938-1948) makes 

MIM figures highly sought after.  Unfortunately, 
some MIMs have suffered the same fate as older 
Lucottes; previous owners have sought to further 
embellish the figures by additional painting.  When 
finding a MIM for one’s collection, it is evident that 
Emmanuel Steinbach’s goal “to contribute to the 
education of children” still persists and brings out 
the child in us all.  
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Napoleonic 1st Empire. Garde Imperial. 
Grenadier A Cheval Trumpeter. 

Napoleonic 1st Empire. 
Hussard Trumpeter. 

Napoleonic 1st Empire. 
Cavalier Lourde Carabiniers Trumpeter. 

Napoleonic 1st Empire. Lancer. 

Napoleonic  1st Empire. 
Garde Imperial Dragon 

1806 Trumpeter. 

Napoleonic  1st Empire. 
Garde Imperial Chasseurs A 

Cheval trumpeter.

Napoleonic 1st Empire. 
Garde Imperial Artillerie A 

Cheval Officer. 

Napoleonic  1st Empire. 
Etat Major Louis Bonaparte. 

Condition Excellent. 

Napoleonic  1st Empire. 
Garde Imperial Chasseur A 

Cheval Standard Bearer. 

Napoleonic 1st Empire. 
Garde Imperial Dragon 1806. 

Napoleonic 1st Empire. Garde 
Imperial Trumpeter 

Napoleonic 1st Empire. 
Garde Imperial Chasseur A 

Cheval 1804-1815. 

Napoleonic 1st Empire. 
Cavalierie Hussard 1804-1815.
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JOHN GREENE’S ARTISTIC DIMESTORE FIGURES
TAKING AIM WITH HIS …. 2nd SHOT

By Louis S. Steinberg

	 My own attempt to resolve any con-
fusion as to what we may recognize 
as “art,” in seeking its clarification, 
could well venture to becoming an art 
in itself.   I might believe that within 
a room full of artists, no two of them 
could reach a valid consent with the 
other as to what art really is.  Although, 
each is verily an artist whose creative 
works display their imagination.

	 A basic definition states that art is “an expression or realm, 
according to aesthetic principles, of what is beautiful, appeal-
ing, or of more than an ordinary significance.”
	 It also has been said, “Only artists know their own intent 
and that alone determines its worth as art.”  Because one in-
dividual may not like another’s creativity does not suggest that 
the other is not an artist.

	 Whereas, an Internet posting mentions, “Maybe.  Art only 
in the eyes of its artist is of little value to the rest of the human 
race.  And, maybe that’s OK.”
	 Many, including myself, have created things in which no 
one is interested. That happens.  But, I am not able to under-
stand that anyone could create anything without pre-conceived 
intent.  You are the guide to your art, commanding how it will 
look when completed.
	 In juxtaposing art with talent my position is that art be-
comes art through the applied talent of its doer, the one we all 
call the artist.
	 Thus, having talent may be the gift we graciously accept 
from Mums and Da Da enabling us to do something effortlessly 
when in reality it is difficult.   Or, it is simply a learned  me-
chanical behavior that progresses to a greater skill level through 
the doer’s self-sacrificed dedication to much very hard work.  
Either way, the final results by both are said to be talented.

	 In life’s small neighborhood of all that is known 
about “toy soldiers” we are fortunate to be mor-
tared together by the many sundry disciplines pos-
sessed within the sphere of our knowledgeable col-
leagues. 
	 “Dimestore” toy soldiers are endemic to Ameri-
ca. The major companies producing them occupied 
one of the smallest historical time-frames amongst 
the many other fighting figures of yesteryear.
	 Today, our major Dimestore companies are 
gone, as well as the handful of independent pro-
ducers that followed their demise.  Yet, a flickering 
flame of quality collector/dealers still exist, offering 
an abundance of original, common and rarer Dime-
store pieces.  This Old Toy Soldier magazine pub-
lishes their advertisements.   Then, of course, there 
is E-bay and a smattering of Internet others.
	 Plus…. There is John Greene!  And, his dis-
tinct… 2nd Shot! 

	 Well, John Greene is accurately an exceptional 
creative, real artist that has channeled his inventive 
and unusual imagination towards returning to his 
childhood hobby of toy soldiering in a much  differ-
ent way.
	 2nd Shot is exactly that… “getting off another 
round one more time.”  
	 John told me, “As early as I can remember, my 
father would always sketch pencil drawings for my 
brother and I of whatever I asked.  I was always in 
awe and know it is the reason, that I began study-
ing art, drawing, painting and sculpture when I later 
attended Louisiana State University.”
	 By re-winding a bit further back, the cosmos, 
our great planet and especially Marguerite and 
John Greene welcomed to Watertown, Massachu-
setts, in August of 1950, their beloved son John.    
	 Those past childhood days can often recall 
memories that have become most visually intense.

These Visual Facial Expressions of John’s Dimestore Figures Accentuate The Individual Uniqueness Offered by Each Soldier

John the Creator
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	 John says, “At the time I was 
growing up in the fifties, the only 
metal toy soldiers I saw were the 
Barclay Podfoots.  My brother and I 
shared an upstairs bedroom which 
became the battleground on which 
we would play with our soldiers.  
He defended one side of the room 
and me the other.  From cardboard 
shoe boxes we made buildings 
complete with cutout doors and 
windows and with our Lincoln Log 
buildings the battle scene was then 
set.   And, man did we go at it, day 
after day!
	 “We would also draw for hours, 
outlining planes dropping bombs 
and battleships shooting and at the 
same time we were making voice 
sounds of explosions.
	 “While growing older, I intro-
duced myself to a variety of hand 
and electric tools in my father’s 
workshop and learned their usage. 
We were forbidden to go into the 
basement and play with the tools.  
But, we always did!  My other hob-
by is building furniture.” 

	 However, it was soon after high 
school and a few different jobs in 
Watertown that John met his Uncle 
Sam.  In 1970 he served Stateside in 
the Army as a Military Policeman.                         
	 In ’71 he saw Vietnam as part of 
a special security force assigned to 
protect Pre’Line Mountain, a main 
signal installation site.                                                                            
	 Shortly after being discharged, 
he and a Louisiana buddy motored 
south to Baton Rouge in August 
‘72.  John says, “We both worked 
off shore for awhile.  Met a guy that 
shared a house with a couple of 
LSU girls.  That’s where I met my 
future wife.  She was ‘one of the 
girls.’  It definitely was love at first 
sight.  Gwen and I got married in 
March of 1975.  We have no kids… 
I am the kid!”
	 John further related that before 
graduating LSU in 1979 he changed 
his major from “starving artist” to 
advertising design.  From obtain-
ing an entry job with Root and As-
sociates, a major Baton Rouge ad 
agency, he quickly rose from illus-
trator to Art Director.

JOHN GREENE’S ARTISTIC DIMESTORE FIGURES (Cont.)

Head Fitted with Magnet

Collectible AfroAmerican Imaginative Santa PirateRespecting Our Fallen Buddies
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JOHN GREENE’S ARTISTIC DIMESTORE FIGURES (Cont.)

	 While creating thorough campaigns for each 
of their clients, he was honored with multiple gold 
awards. 
	 In 1984 and 1986, John won Best of Show Art 
Direction selected by judges from other markets as 
to what they believe is the best work done for the 
entire year.  In 1993 John began freelancing and 
has continued to this day.
	 “I had no interests in toy soldiers until in 2002, 
when I took a trip back home for my Mother’s fu-
neral.”
	 Through the sadness of that visit, John also 
took time to drop by his brother’s house.  It was 
there that he literally rediscovered, while noting his 
brother’s collection, their old type Barclay pod foot 
figures.
	 His interest was so heightened that upon re-
turning home and checking out E-bay, he quickly 
became enamored with the larger size of the WW 
I soldiers that he soon learned were called “Dime-
store.”
	 John remarked, “The overall girth of the Manoils 
made the Barclays look so pathetic, though they 
still do have an endearing charm.
	 “I could imagine the meeting that took place 
when Barclay’s execs compared its Short Stride 
pieces to the more beefy and lyrical Manoils.  They 
must have been horrified that their soldiers looked 
so wimpy and primitive next to the Manoils.

	 “So….I’ll bet an edict must have been laid down 
that we need more manly soldiers.  And so, unfurled 
the Barclay Long Strides.”  Could that be a possible 
summation?
	 John, now focusing on Manoils, accumulated 
a collection of “played with,” off-condition figures.  
He was very amazed that there was no representa-
tion of African American soldiers.
	 He says, “I couldn’t believe it! That’s when I first 
started painting toy soldiers.  It was to give the Af-
rican American soldier a place in this hobby.”
	 Soon he learned the shoppers had little interest 
in buying a simple repainted Manoil soldier.  While 
painting, he studied the sculpting detail in each fig-
ure and the compromises that Manoil had to make 
in their casting process.  This guided John to begin 
filing away any lead slag at the figure’s mold seams, 
as well as re-aligning its puttees.  
	 During this process, he states, “The slag and 
misalignment of the molds must have driven Walter 
Baetz, Frank Krupp and other sculptors out of their 
minds.  My quest became more obsessive towards 
completing a very finished and acceptable sculp-
tured state for these small artistic gems.
	 “It was at this point that I decided on a new 
painting theme for future soldiers, now calling them 
Winter Whites.  But, the main reason for the light 
color is that it allowed the detail on the figure to ap-
pear more prominent.”

Digger, Why So Happy? Maybe All Diggers Are Happy Brilliant Uniforms Display Early Cadets
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Present Off White Uniform

Today’s Universal Soldier Figures Advancing

Here’s Some Extra Views

Go Tell  Her I Can’t Get Home for Dinner

You’re right.  I See More Dogs Over There
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What’s Funny?  I’m Really Hurting

	 John further generalized to me that he liked to 
think of his soldiers as “little sculptures” but comical 
as well.  His thought was to paint them in a comic 
book manner, since in looking at Manoil’s bloated 
series, they appeared comical to him.
	 “I didn’t go for reality in my painting approach, 
but sought to get an individual expression on each 
painted figure.  I tried for different visuals on the 
‘little sculptures’ that might go with the action each 
depicted,” stated John.
	 “My Winter White figures eventually came to 
signify to me a design and thus evoking the outfit 
of the universal soldier.  Their uniform is off-white.  I 
feel it symbolizes the desire to do right, but some-
times falling short.
	 “They have no time-frame or particular war in 
which they fought.  They are just plain male soldiers 
caught in a moment of time.
	 “Like possibly some of us may be.  It could be the 
past.  It could be the future.  I really don’t yet know….”
	 John’s first figures, although, were painted in a 
number of adventurous colorful uniforms just to see 
what they would look like.                                                                             
	 Fortunately, these have become sought after by 
various collectors.  E-bay is his sole outlet.  He has 
not found time to attend shows.
	 “This whole mind set was just something I start-
ed for my own enjoyment.  At home I usually go out 
to my shop early on weekend mornings to paint my 
figures.  While listening to 40’s and 50’s radio music 
and viewing my work through an illuminated mag-

nifying lens, my thoughts would drift to war and to 
today’s dilemmas.”
	 Such solitude in John’s workplace created wan-
derings from world problems, to why the hole in the 
top of a Barclay’s head, when all he wanted was to 
just paint hair?
	 Cheerfully he says, “So I decided to have some 
fun.  I epoxied a small magnet in the hole and 
rounded it out with modeling compound.  Sanded it 
then painted in the hair.
	 “The nice thing about the magnetic helmet ap-
proach is that it can be positioned on the head in 
a number of ways which could change the visual 
imagery of the soldier, plus it is easily removed.
	 “None of this would matter to the purist, but 
that didn’t matter!  This was something that I found 
fun to do.  Regarding fun, I found early on that com-
mission pieces seemed to drain the fun out of the 
process, so I do not do them anymore.  However, 
I have begun simple conversions by repositioning 
body parts and using parts from other soldiers.”
	 In structuring this article I found John Greene 
to be a much different kind of Dimestore hobbyist, 
way, way far from its traditionalist collector types.  
Its label of Dimestore may apply only to the fact and 
size that he works with his original raw material of 
off-conditioned Barclay and Manoil figures. 
	 The artistic craftsmanship that John presents 
to the marketplace is so very unique that it stands 
alone, unable to be justly compared to anything 
else within our hobby. It certainly may qualify as 

And, Watch Over Those in Battle Where?  Well, for Me It’s Only L. A.
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miniature figure art and not solely some outlandish 
kind of repaint.
	 Foremost, it is art by intent; art to its exception-
al attention to each detailed painted facial expres-
sion; to color blending’s and shading; to outstand-
ing figure preparation and finishing. 
	 If not Dimestore, in what other category in our 
hobby should it be placed?  Some may challenge 
that it is only the most simplistic type of conversion 
to the larger size Dimestore figures.
	 For those that get a galvanic mouth shock look-
ing at the enigma that 2nd Shot brings to Dime-
store, I do accept that narrow-mindedness is not 
terminal when art is in question.
	 John Greene’s work engenders another ap-
pearance to the staidness of the generic Barclay 
and Manoil caricatures of soldiers.
	 Knowing that 2nd Shot, by its archetypal in-
tent, was infused with fun, enjoyment and salient 
forethought, should nobly and unquestionably al-
low with impunity its acceptability amongst today’s 
modernistic Dimestores.  And…That’s all I’ve got 
to say!
	 Thank you John Greene for your wonderful cre-
ations!
	 John may be reached at johngreene@cox.net.

JOHN GREENE’S ARTISTIC DIMESTORE FIGURES (Cont.)

Wow, Check Out the Helmet BubblesCan’t Hear You…Kill What snake?

Yeah, Just Plain Bart …. Bart Negro

Our Grand Old Flag
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Antique Toy World Magazine
The Old Toy Soldier of the toy world. 
Published monthly for over 32 years. 

One year U.S. subscriptions starting at $39.95.  A
must for today’s collector.

P.O. Box 24509, Chicago, IL 60634

Don Pielin
106 Cottonwood Drive

Streamwood, Illinios 60107 
Telephone 630-497-1239

Email: dimestores@aol.com
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the ONLY Authorized Distributors for the Americas

Greatest Selection in the Entire World
We stock the Book and virtually

EVERYTHING in it - Plus… call for our 
free forty page list… or call for an appointment 

to visit our SHOWROOM… we always buy 
CBG Mignot, Lucotte, & French flags.

Le Petit Soldat
Jack Carleton

The Courtyard • #10 South Brentwood Blvd. • St. Louis, MO 63105 • USA
Tel. No. (314) 862-3311 or toll free (866) 862-3311

Fax: (314) 862-8311  Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com

King & Country • Monarch Regalia • Pickelhaube • Rodden Historical

GUY
RENAUD
FLAGS

Toy Soldiers at Their Best From

Alymer, Beau Gest
Britains, Dorset
East Of India
Forward March, Frontline
Fusilier, JG Miniatures
John Eden, Marlborough
Pickelhaube, PNF
Wilson Edwards, Larsen Toys
Mariea Miniatures, Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Rosedale
RP World Models
Castings from Alymer, Andrea
Cast Molds & Supplies from
Prince August

46 Warren Trail
Denville, NJ 07834

USA
973-627-4961

ma52557@aol.com
www.walshes.net/green.htm

Gre
en’s Collectables

Green’s Collectables
Toy Soldiers At Their Best

www.greenscollectables.com • algreen@greenscollectables.com
46 Warren Trail, Denville, NJ 07834  973-627-4961

TIME PERIODS OFFERED
Greek Hoplite, Persian Inf., Persian Immortals
Scythian Archers, Imperial Standards
Persian Army and Mercenaries.
Samurai, Army of Oda Nobunaga, Shogun
French & Indian War, American Rev. War
Plains and Northwest Coast Indians,
Napoleonic, War of 1812,
Boxer Rebellion (China), Crimean War
American Civil War, Indian Mutiny (India)
Zulu War, Durbar Parade (India) 1900
WWI, WWII, V-Nam, Highland Life
French Foreign Legion, Victorian
Present day combatants
Bands from all time periods, Holiday sets

OUR MAKERS
Alexander Toy Soldiers
Beau Geste, Britains, Dorset
East Of India, Rosedale
Frontline, Fusilier, GBE
Little Lead Soldier
Larson Toys, Alymer
Marlborough, PNF
RP World Models/Steadfast
Tommy Atkins, Oryon
Leddy & Slack
Wilson Edwards
JG MIniatures
Prince August Molds
Forward March
Irregular Miniatures
Thomas Gunn Miniatures

14 Ridgetop Drive, St. Louis, MO 63117-1021
Tel: 314-567-3311 • Fax: 314-567-3314

Email: jcarleton@aol.com
Come Surf Our Web Page: www.lepetitsoldat.com



59

www.burlingtontoys.com

G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more…

boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian 

sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related 
accessories.  You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores.  All items priced to sell.

• ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA.  2400
North Reading Rd.  Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of 
the Turnpike.  Two cases filled to the brim!  Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.  
Note:  This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA.  725
North Hanover St.  1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the U.S. Army War College.  Easy access from
I-81.  Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA  22152

703-942-6613  •  doktorkec@aol.com
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Judiann & Bob O’Connell • 7296 Oakmont Drive • Santa Rosa, CA 95409

(707) 537-7620 catalog available for $1

Email: joconnell06@comcast.net
Web Site: http//:www.54mmtoysoldier.com/info/

MEMPHIS

Toy Soldier
Buying and Selling Metal Toy Soldiers

LLC

OLD and NEW metal toy soldiers repre-
senting many historical periods from the
time of Napoleon through World War II,
including the American Civil War.

Figures from such well
known makers as Britains

(old & new), Imperial, Edmunds, 
Hocker, and others.

Write or email for periodic mail list.

We buy old toy soldier, Hocker and Imperial
collections.

Sheffield Antiques Mall
684 West Poplar

Collierville, TN 

Norman Rodriguez      901-218-7046
698 Eaton Street     Memphis, TN 38120  

memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

•

•

The Depot Antique Mall
709 North Lamar

Ox ford, MS

Permanent displays on sale at:
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28 RUE VIOLET 75015 PARIS.  FRANCE.                        Open Wednesday-Saturday 3-7  

THE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOYTHE BEST CHOICE OF OLD TOY--SOLDIERS IN PARISSOLDIERS IN PARIS
Mignot, Lucotte, Gerbeau, Vertunni, Mim, Paris-Office, 
Heyde etc..

Elastolin, Linéol, French composition 
(S.F.B.J., Giroux, Résistex, J.R.D.)

French plastics, paper soldiers, 
flats etc etc……

Phone/fax (0)1 45 78 89 44     boitedesoldats@wanadoo.fr

Web-site boitedesoldats.fr

French Hollow-Cast, Britains and 
others.

A bientôt A bientôt àà ParisParis……
FranFranççois Beaumontois Beaumont

The web site address
has changed

boitedesoldats.fr
NEW WEB SITE

ADDRESS

boitedesoldats.fr
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BRUNTON’S BARRACKS 
1019 COUNTRY CLUB DRIVE
PRESCOTT, AZ 86303-3401 

928-717-1698
EMAIL: BruntonsBrcks@cableone.net

Webpage: myweb.cableone.net/bruntonsad1

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

Our inventory of new items include
Britains, King & Country, Imperial, J G
Miniatures Scenery & Buildings, Mignot,
Alymer, East of India and HM of GB. Our
extensive inventory of early toy soldiers
include Britains, Johillco, Composition,
Dimestore and many more. At Brunton’s
Barracks we are always buying, and are
interested in your quality trades. Send for
our free current inventory list.

BRUNTON’S
BARRACKS

scmb@earthlink.net

Email: pam@bruntonsbarracks.com
Webpage: www.bruntonsbarracks.com
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16 South Third Street
Emmaus, PA 18049

SPECIALIZING IN VINTAGE LEAD
AND PLASTIC CIVILIAN FIGURES

Richard and Lynn would love to hear from
you if you are looking for any particular vin-
tage figures by BRITAINS, JOHILL CO.
TAYLOR & BARRETT, TIMPO, CHER-
ILEA, CHARBENS, KEW and others. 

We have 1000's of figures for sale and our site
gets updated EVERY WEEK.

Contact us at:
Richardthetoybox@aol.com
www.thetoybox.4t.com

Based in the UK we are able to locate most
Civilian figures from the 1920's to the late 50's
and early 60's.

Less than two hours
from New York and
Philadelphia. Write or
call Jim Hillestad for
directions and hours.
1343 Paradise Falls
Cresco, PA 18326
570.629.7227
jimhill@ptd.net

the ToySoldierMuseum
See our all-new website and video
tour... www.the-toy-soldier.com 

• 3,000 square feet of dazzling 
displays and dioramas

• Regimental drums and banners
• Handsome display furniture 

to showcase your collection
• Vintage prints and books

• Authentic Victorian and
Edwardian uniforms, 
medals and memorabilia.

The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net



64

The Old Toy Soldier Home
20 Years of Service, A Lifetime of Playing!

The West Coast’s Oldest Dealer in King & Country, Britains, Trophy of Wales, 
Imperial of New Zealand, John Gittins’ Diorama OLD and NEW!

977 S. Santa Fe Avenue • Vista, California 92083-6911 USA
Phone (760) 758-5481/FAX (760) 758-7004
Open Monday-Friday 10-5; Saturdays 10-2

Visit our site: http://www.oldtoysoldierhome.com
Email: oldtoysoldierhome@earthlink.net

CONSIGNMENTS WANTED FOR FUTURE AUCTIONS
• We also purchase collections and individual items.
• Let us appraise your collection and assist you in determining 

the best way to dispose of it.
• Reliable and dependable; 23 years in the field of selling toy soldiers 

(including 11 years as lead soldier specialist for Phillips Auctioneers)
For further information, to consign items or to be placed on our mailing list, contact:

HENRY KURTZ at (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
or write to

Henry Kurtz, Ltd., 163 Amsterdam Avenue, #136, New York, NY  10023

HENRY KURTZ, LTD.
Auctions and Appraisals of Toys and Miniature Soldiers

163 Amsterdam Avenue • Suite 136 New York, New York  10023
Tel: (212) 642-5904, or Fax (212) 874-6018 
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Figures
For Sale

All Manufacturers:
Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc.

All Series:
Military - Western - Medieval - 

Circus, etc.
Inquiries Welcome

Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT. 06798

Tel: 203-266-4235
Fax: 203-263-3716

Email: vindotti@erols.com

Be
lgia

n Composition
Old Toy Soldiers

For Sale
(Mail order only)

Specializing in W. Britains &
American Dimestore

W. Britians (and other foreign makers)
list published 4 times a year

American Dimestore list published 4 times a year
Something for the advanced collector as well as the beginner.  Rare &
common, singles & sets, military & civilian- all fully  described, accu-

rately graded, and fully priced.

Send for your free list. Please specify your
area of interest when writing.

K. Warren Michell
1008 Forward Pass

Pataskala, Ohio 43062
740-927-1661

If you are considering selling a few pieces or a
large collection, please write or call.

*     *     *     *     *

G. Scott Morlan
Toy Soldiers for Sale

Free bimonthly listings of 
Britains, Johillco & more…

boxed and unboxed
Military and Civilian 

sets and singles. Books too!
Send for your listing today! 

G. Scott Morlan
P.O. Box 10701

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
*82 949 574 9259

email is scotoyz@hotmail.com

Christian B. Keller
OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE

Visit my two convenient locations in southern
Pennsylvania for your Britains (boxed, unboxed,
sets, singles, military and civilian), Dimestore,
Elastolin, Lineol, Heyde, Mignot, and related 
accessories.  You can expect excellent variety and
condition in both stores.  All items priced to sell.

• ADAMS ANTIQUES — Adamstown, PA.  2400
North Reading Rd.  Take Rt. 272 North for one
mile after exiting at the Reading interchange of 
the Turnpike.  Two cases filled to the brim!  Open
daily 10-5, in the heart of PA’s antique district.  
Note:  This is not Adamstown Antique Gallery.

• NORTHGATE ANTIQUES — Carlisle, PA.  725
North Hanover St.  1 mile north of the square,
between the entrance to the Carlisle Fairgrounds
and the U.S. Army War College.  Easy access from
I-81.  Open daily, 10-5.

I BUY OLD TOY SOLDIER COLLECTIONS.

PLEASE WRITE OR E-MAIL:  
6014 Waterbury Court, Springfield, VA  22152

703-942-6613  •  doktorkec@aol.com

4835 Hickory Valley Road
Heiskell, TN 37754

865-745-1080
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

FOR SALE

The best in Britains, Dimestore and German Lead. 
Call for free catalog. 412-343-8733

OLD TOY SOLDIERS FOR SALE
A well known and long established Toy Soldier expert, offers 
regular lists of Britain’s Hollow Cast and Other Makers, and 
occassionally Continental, Composition and Plastic. My lists 
since 1970 have formed the basis of many fine collections. 
These are issued about 4 times a year and can be emailed 

to you if required. Money back guarantee on all items, 
fast efficient shipping. Please state your interests and enclose 

your address and email (if available)
G.M. Haley

Hippins Farm, Blackshawhead, Hebden Bridge, 
West Yorkshire England, HX7 7 JG  

Telephone (for the US) 011 44 422 842484.
Email: gedhaley@yahoo.co.uk

FOR SALE WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. MIB from large collection. Some 1st editions. 

Discount for multiple purchases. 
Call or email for list. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE  All sets from IMPERIAL Productions, 
NZ end-of-the-product line. Counterpane Gallery. 

703-536-3064 or CountRpane@aol.com

FOR SALE 
Civilian Toy Figures - many rare  and unusual 

items. For free lists email info@normanjoplin.com 
or see full page ad in this issue.

DIMESTORES FOR SALE
Over 500 figures, most 95%+ Barclay, Manoil, 
Grey Iron, and others. Also buying Dimestores. 

Send name and address for next catalog to:
Stan & Sally Alekna

732 Aspen Lane
Lebanon, PA 17042-9073

Phone: (717) 228-2361
E-mail: salekna1936@yahoo.com

BELGIAN COMPOSITION 
FIGURES FOR SALE

All Manufacturers, Durso - Solido - NB - GJ, etc. 
All Series and Military - Western, Medieval - Circus, 

etc. Inquiries welcome. Contact: 
Vin Russo

P.O. Box 1031
Woodbury, CT 06798

Telephone 203-266-4235
Fax 203-263-3716

Email vindotti@erols.com

FOR SALE
54mm tin soldiers, assembled, raw castings, irregulars. 

Cabin Fever busters, DIY unpainted castings, various time 
periods, Grab Bag Special $12. Free product list. 

10% new customer discount. 
Hand-painted collectibles also available.

www.LeddyandSlack.com
leddy-slack@earthlink.net

516-742-0960.

FOR SALE 1990s BRITAINS SETS
From large collection. Mint condition with boxes. Includes hard 
to find sets such as airplanes, tank, AA truck, Naval armored 

car, elephant, Lawrence of Arabia, etc, etc. Call or email for list. 
Norman Rodriguez 901-218-7046 
memphtoysoldier@bellsouth.net

FOR SALE 
New in Wild West series: Buffalo Bill on Buckskin 

Joe alongside running buffalo; Mounted Sioux war-
riors with wide variety of weapons. 

Old 54 mm toy soldiers too. 
Ed Poole

www.commandantminiatures.com
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TOY SOLDIER MARKETPLACE

WANTED

Holger Eriksson Collectors Society Newsletter HE 
seeks information about New Yorker Frank Rogers, 
Comet-Authenticast sculptor of toy soldiers whose 

initials “FR” are incised on base bottoms of his 
54mm figures.  We wish to preserve his story as 

thanks for the wonderful figures he created in the 
shadow of Comet’s other designers Holger Eriksson 

and Lennart Norrke of Sweden.  
Please contact Lou Sandbote

new address 
6060 N Central Expressway, Suite 560 

Dallas, Texas 75206
or lou.sandbote@charter.net 

or call collect to 214-823-2125.

BUYING ENTIRE COLLECTIONS OR SINGLE PIECE
Acquiring exceptionally fine quality figures at the 

highest prices: Especially interested in Britains, Dime 
Store, Heyde, Lineol, Elastolin, Marklin, Courtenay, 

Vertunni, American Soldier Company, Auburn Rubber, 
French Aluminum, Warren and Early Plastic figures. 

Photographs will be required.  
Ray Haradin, 1039 Lakemont Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15243.  

E-mail:  Raytoys@aol.com.  Fax:  (412) 344-5273.  
CALL:  1-800-349-8009

WANTED
Britains Paris Office - Toy Soldiers and Catalogs. 

Contact:  Rob Wilson.
E-mail: r.a.wilson@warwick.ac.uk.  
Telephone: 011-44-1926-496062.

WANTED
EARLY AND PREWAR BRITAINS TOY 

SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or 

better. 
Prefer boxed. Norman Rodriguez at 

901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED WM HOCKER TOY SOLDIERS
Sets. Collections. Excellent condition or better. 

Prefer MIB. Norman Rodriguez at 
901-218-7046 or nkrod@bellsouth.net

WANTED 
New to Like New, Great Book of Britains, 

by James Opie paying $200 per copy 
1-412-343-8733

Toy Soldier Marketplace Advertisements Rates.
20 Words $5, plus $5 for each additional 20 words. 

Submit ads to:
Old Toy Soldier
P.O. Box 13324

Pittsburgh, PA 15243-0324.
Fax  (412) 344-5273

E Mail: raytoys@aol.com

Heyde Nippes and Civilian Sets, also semi solid 
Spenkuch and Muncklefigures wanted. 

Please send to Foto to gisbert.freber@gmx.de
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Toy Soldier SHOW & AUCTION CALENDAR 2011
2011
February 19 - Saturday Heart of The South Toy Soldier Show. Annandale, VA 
Contact Ed Gries 210-257-2687

March  6 - Sunday 22nd annual West Coaster Toy Soldier & Miniature Figure Show 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Call (760) 758-5481

March 6 - Sunday New Jersey Toy Soldier Show. Crowne Plaza, Secaucus, NY 
Contact Ed Gries 210-257-2687

March  20 - Sunday Grande Bourse Internationale. 8:30 am - 1:00 pm Espace Chevreul, 97/109 Avenue 
de la Liberté, 92000 Nanterre. Free Admission. Organised by Eurofigurines.

March 26 - Saturday Toy Soldier Show London Royal National Hotel www.thetoysoldiershow.com

March 27 - Sunday North East Toy Soldier Show, Boston Marriot Matt Murphy www.hobbybunker.com.

March 30 - Wednesday. Vectis Auctions UK Teeside Part 1 of the Nils Fischer Collection. 
Contact 44 1642 750616 www.vectis.co.uk

April 2 and 3 - Saturday and Sunday Detroit Toy Soldier Show.www.michigantoysoldier.com

April 3 - Sunday Indy Toy Soldier Show. Sheraton Inn North, 8787 Keystone Crossing (Exit 33 off I-465) 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact Barry Carter 317-846-2700

April 28 - Thursday The Toy Soldier Museum Open House and Cellar Sale, 10am-4pm 
5459 Paradise Valley Road, Cresco, PA. Contact Jim Hillestad 570-629-7227 
Email jimhill@ptd.net or www.the-toy-soldier.com

April 29 and 30 - Friday  and Saturday MFCA. Valley Forge Convention Center King of Prussia, PA. 
Contact www.mfcashow.com

May 1 - Sunday 4th Annual Gettysburg Toy Soldier Show and Sale, 10 am- 3 pm. Gettysburg Hotel, PA 
Contact Tel 1-215-794-5606 or 717-253-7228 or 718-418-9439

May 15 - Sunday Ohio Toy Soldier Show Galaxy Banquet Center Wadsworth Doug McClure 339-722-7651

May 21 & 22 - Saturday and Sunday Old Toy Soldiers Auctions USA. The Late Don Darnieder Collection 
Part One and The Late Fred Wehr Collection Part Two and other properties 
Contact Ray Haradin Tel 1-800-349-8009 raytoys@aol.com otsauctionsusa@yahoo.com or 
Norman Joplin info@normanjoplin.com Tel 262-692-3913. 

May 27, 28 & 29 - Saturday, Sunday, Monday. Texas Toy Soldier Show Menger Hotel San Antonio, Texas 
Nick Versteeg 760-723-6583 www.sdsoldiers.com

June 4 - Saturday Heart of the South Toy Soldier Show Annandale Ed Gries 210-257-2687

June 25 - Saturday Toy Soldier Show London Royal National Hotel www.thetoysoldiershow.com

August 11 & 12 Thursday and Friday Kulmbach, Germany  www.stadt-kulmbach .die

September 10 - Saturday Norman Joplin’s Old Toy Soldier Show Holiday Inn Bloomsbury  London. 
Email info@normanjoplin.com

September 25 - Sunday 31st  Annual Old Toy Soldier Show Chicago. Contact Don Pielin 630-497-1239 
Email dimestores@aol.com

Dates and times are correct at the time of printing; however, it is strongly advised that before traveling, 
contact is made with show organizers to confirm date(s).
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Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Tradition 
Traditional style toy soldiers for Collectors 

Tradition of London Limited . 5A Shepherd Street . Mayfair . London W1J 7HW . England 
Shop hours: Monday to Friday 9.00 - 5.30. Saturday 9.30 - 3.00 

Tel: 020 7493 7452   .   Fax: 020 7355 1224   .   Email: shop@traditionoflondon.com     

www.traditionoflondon.com 

Tradition Toy Soldiers are available in North America from the following dealers: 

New Additions 

Julius Vesz 
100 Front Street West 

Toronto M5J 1E3 . Canada 
Phone (416) 362 0581 

Military Miniatures 
Mill Creek Road . PO Box 8 

Wake . Virginia 23176 
Phone (804) 776 6129 

TNC Enterprises 
Houchens Elizabethtown Plaza 

300 Sycamore Street 
Elizabethtown . Kentucky 42701 

Phone (327) 737 2000 

Bryerton’s Military Miniatures 
2121 S. Racine Avenue 

Chicago . Illinois 60608 
Phone (312) 666 2800 

Dutkins’ Collectables 
1019 West Route 70 

Cherry Hill .  New Jersey 08002 
Phone (856) 428 9559 

 

  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Light Company 

Westphalia Regiment 
c.1812 

 
(Left) Set no. 700SE1 

An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Available soon: 
More Crimean War sets 

More French Cavalry of the Napoleonic period  

Special Limited Edition 
of only 75 sets  

 
Voltigeur Company 
1st Swiss Regiment 

c.1812 
 

(Right) Set no. 700SE2 
An Officer,  a Cornet and six Privates 

Phone: 1-781-321-8855 

Hobby Bunker
33 Exchange Street
Malden, MA 02148

Fax: 1-781-321-8866

, Inc.

Traditional style soldiers for Collectors 

New Seven Year War Cavalry

Cold stream Guards 
marching set 111 
Officer, Drummer 
& 6 Guardsmen

British Cavalry, 
Seven Year War,

Scots Greys, #656
Officer & two Troopers.

Available soon:
British Cavalry & French Artillery , Seven Year War.

M.I.M. of BelgIum




